
Democratic Progressive Party Mission in the U.S. 

• For Immediate Release 
March 7, 2017 

DPP U.S. Mission response to· comments on cross-strait relations by former 
President Ma 

Following remarks by former Taiwan president Ma Ying-jeou in a public address at The Brookings 
Institution in Washington, D.C., this afternoon, the DPP U.S. Mission issued the following response: 

In his 3/7/17 Brookings speech, former President Ma Ying-jeou consistently and wrongly conflated the 
"one China principle" with the "one China policy." 

The US does not recognize China's "one China principle," which claims the PRC's territory and 
sovereignty include Taiwan. Former President Ma stated that President-elect Trump, talking about his 
call with Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen, "complained about the one China principle and why the US 
has to abide by that." Trump did not use "one China principle." In his Fox News interview, Trump 
said, '"'I fully understand the 'one China' policy, but I don't know why we have to be bound by a 'one 
China' policy unless we make a deal with China having to do with oth~r things, including trade." 

Ma also said that President Obama, asked about the Trump statement in his _Qec. 16, 201.Q._press 
conference, also used "one China principle." Not so. Obama noted how important "the idea of one 
China" is to the Chinese imd why one must approach the Taiwan issue with care, but.he never used "one 
China principle." 

The US "one China policy" is quite clear regarding Taiwan's sovereignty: the US acknowledges, but does 
not recognize, the Chinese position regarding Taiwan as part of China. For the US' one China policy, the 
Taiwan sovereignty question is undetermined and it is up to both sides to peacefully and mutually agree 
to a resolution. 

Ma's lengthy discourse on the "92 consensus" left out one.vital fact: for the PRC, the 1992 consensus 
means "one China" -the PRC. Fu!) stop. There are no "different interpretations" in the PRC 
articulation. In response to a question, former President Ma said the "92 consensus" is the "traffic 
regulation" one must follow if one is to cross the bridge between China and Taiwan. Given that China 
has rejected "different interpretations," this is a sla~ in the face to the Taiwanese people. 

Ma should have learned long ago that foreign policy critique ought to stop at the water's edge . 

••• 
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Democratic Progressive Party Mission in the U.S. 

For in:ime4iate release 
. 2017/6/13 

President Tsai's remarks on termh1ation of diplomatic relations with 
Panama 

President Tsai Ing-wen del.ivered an address on the afternoon of June 13 regarding the decision 

. by the Republic of Panama to end diplomatic relations with the Republic of China (Taiwan). 

A translation of the president's remarks is as follows: 

Dear fellow citizens: 

Earlier today, the Office of the President a!ld relevant government ministries responded to the 

Republic of Panama's decision to end diplomatic ties with the Republic of China and establish 

relations with the People's Republic of China. Despite our national security team having prior 

knowledge of the situation and making every possible effort, the end result was still deeply 

regrettable. 

i have already asked relevantgovernment ministries to initiate response measures, such as en~uring . . 

the stability of our economy. We will continue to protect the rights of Taiwanese businesses and 

overse~ communities in Panama. Our diplomats in Panama will also uphold our national interests 

and complete their mission in a dignified'manner. 

Although we have lost a diplomatic ally, our refusal to engage in a diplomatic bidding war will not 

change. The fact that the Republic of China exists will not change. And Taiwan's value and standing 

in the international community will not change. 

We are a sovereign country. This sovereignty cannot be challenged nor traded, China has continued 

to manipulate the "one China" principle and pressure Taiwan's international Space, threatening the 

· rights of the Taiwanese people. But it remains undeniable that the Republic of China is a sovereign 

country. This is a fact China will never be able to deny. 
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At this moment, our only choice is to stand together. This is the most forceful way to demonstrate 

our sovereignty. To accept Beijing's logic would be to succumb to threats and intimidation, and 

place limitations on our very own existence. 

The people of Taiwan want peace. Taiwan's existence and international space are a vital cornerstone 

for regional peace and stability. We do not want to see China's misguided efforts and provocations 

lead cross-strait relations from peace towards confrontation. 

I also want to use this opportunity to declare to Beijing: Taiwan has already upheld our 

responsibility for maintaining cross-strait peace and stability. In contrast, China's actions have 

challenged the cross-strait status quo. This is unacceptable to the people of Taiwan. And we will not 

sit idle as our national interests are repeatedly threatened and challenged. 

Coercion and threats will not bring the two sides closer. Instead, they will drive our two peoples 

apart. On behalf of the 23 million people of Taiwan, I declare that we will never surrender to such 

intimidation. 

Dear fellow citizens: It is true that for a long period of time, Taiwan's international situation has 

been difficult. It is also true that pressure from the other side of the. strait has never stopped. But the 

less favorable our•situation is, the more resolute we must be in upholding our belief in freedom and 

democracy. We must stand together and ensure that Taiwan's 23 million citizens continue to 

determine our own destiny. 

As president, my greatest responsibility is the protection of our national sovereignty. Greater 

challenges will only bring greater resolve. Our confidence as a people should not, and will not, be 

easily defeated. We will endure. 

Link: http: //english.president.gov. tw /N ews/5161 
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Democratic Progressive Party Mission in the U.S. 

Friends: 

In the body of his remarks, Vice President Chen gives an insightful siccount of how the Tsai Administration is 
dealing with the pension reform issue. I believe the account highlights the commitrTlent to transparency that 
President Tsai has made, as well as the difficulties encountered. 

Best, 

Michael J. Fonte 
Washington Director 
Taiwan OPP Mission in the US 

Vice President Chen's remarks at the Fulbright Thought Leaders Forum: 

"Leadership Challenge: Equity, Ethics, and Globalization" 

2017/06/02 

On the morning of June 2, Vice President Chen Chien-jen deliyered a speech at the opening ceremony · 
of the Fulbright Thought Leaders Forum, "Leadership Challenge: Equity, Ethics, and Globalization," 
organized by Fulbright Taiwan. 

A transcript of the vice president's remarks is as follows: 

Dr. (William)Vocke, Deputy Foreign Minister (Paul Wen-Jiang) Chang, distinguished Fulbright fellows 
and alumni, ladies and gentlemen: 

Good morning, everyone! 

It is really my pleasure to join you. President Tsai Ing-wen cannot be here due to a scheduling conflict, 
bu.t she specitically asked me to convey our deep appreciation. · 

Thank you, Fulbright Taiwan, for elevating our education and friendship for-the past 60 years, and 
thank you, Dr. Vocke and your team, for carrying on this great legacy. 

i-1:ere in Taiwan, we consider the 60th year to be a major milestone. When someone turns 60, we say 1' 
+ £1:/lli'l, meaning that their moral senses are fully mature. 

60 years is also a very special number in the Chinese calendar system. It represents a full cycle of 
completion and a new start. 

So I would like to congratulate Fulbright T11iwan on completing 60 years of extraordinary 
accomplishments, and we believe the next 60 years will be even better .. 

I am here today to talk with you about leadership in the 21st century. But one of the most important 
lessons I everlearned about leadership actually from the 20th century - from my father. 
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He was the magistrate, or governor, of Kaohsiung County, so in our eyes, he was this powerful, 
larger-than-life figure. But he always reminded us that the power of any one person is limited. 

' 

Because of that, we should be open and inclusive; we should bring people together - .and especially 
those who might disagree with us. 

When my father passed away, the leader of an opposing political faction came to speak at his funeral. I 
will never forget it: this man was crying as he spoke of their deep friendship. So my father showed by 
example that politics does not have to drive people apart.· 

My father also tried his best to help the least of the brothers and sisters in Kaohsiung County. A good 
leader has to take care of the poor, the sick, the lonely and the needy. Pope Francis once said that 
authentic power is service, just like Jesus Christ came not to be served but to serve. 

When I got my doctor degree from Johns Hopkins University in the US and came back to Taiwan, my 
father said: "Hey, you got a doctor degree, and you are not too bad-looking, why don't you run for 
office?" I said no, I wanted to go into science and public health. I think he was upset with me for many 
many months. 

But, in my work as a scientist, I learned another important lesson of leadership: that is, to make 
decisions based on robust reasoning and evidence. 

So these are three illlportant lessons: bringing together people who disagree, authentic power is service, 
and having strong reasoning and evidence to support your decisions. 

Let me give you an example in today's context. 

Everyone knows that Taiwan needs reforms. Our economic structure, pension system, judicial system 
and so forth all need fundamental reform. 

President Tsai, myself, and our team made a decision early on to address all the difficult reforms at the 
same time. And President Tsai asked me to lead maybe the least popular one - pension reform. It turns 
out that people do not.like it when they get paid less. 

But the fact is that the pension system is in big trouble, and would go bankrupt in a matter ofyears. 
People are going to retire and get nothing. The previous government tried to reform the system, and 
failed. 

So I went to see the person who was leading that effort, to find out what happened. He told me that they 
thought the consensus was there, so they charged ahead, only to turn around and see that few were 
following. 

And this is why, when we launched pension reform last year, we insisted Ol! a· process of dialogue. A lot 
of people said: "Don't have so many discussions! Just show us your reform proposal!" But we knew 
better. 

We invited the representatives of all professions and sectors affected to join a com.II1ittee at the 
presidential office level. And for nearly a year, we met and talked in 20 committee meetings, then 
regional meetings, and t_hen a national conference, all b_roadcast live. 

2 
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Ma,ny oftlie people disa,greed with each other, .and some meetings got very intern,e. If you watch this on 
the website, you can see that. But the process led to concrete reform proposals that are now being 
discussed in parliament. 

Bringing together people who disagree is not the easy way to go. It gets loud, it gets messy. But it is the 
right way to go in a full democracy like ours. 

Now, at the same time as we were holding the committeemeetihgs, we were also conducting a lot of 
research, and making precise calculations of how the pension system can become sustainable. 

So everything in the reform proposal is based on hard numbers and exact calculation. This way, every 
time someone objected, we can say: "Okay, then what do you propose? And do the numbers work?" We 
can bring the discussion back to·reason and evidence. 

Our parliament is still in deliberation, and success is not guaranteed. But we have gone farther than any 
government has ever gone. 

When you bring people together for long and open discussions, they a:te more likely to support the 
result. When we realize that authentic power is service, you are more likely to be a public servant to take 
care of the inferior. And when the ground you stand on is reason and evidence, you are able to stand 
firm, and stand tall. 

I am sure other scholars like today's outstanding speakers here can share many more and better lessons 
on leadership, but these are the three that I wish to leave with you. 

Each of you is a rising star in your own field, and in the decades to come, we will look to you to lead us 
to a better future. It will not be easy. There are climate change, inequality, terrorism, aging population, 
pandemic and infectious disease and many more challenges that we cannot yet foresee. 

But I am willing to bet that the ability to bring people together, to serve, not to be served, and to make 
decisions based on science and evidence, will remain as necessary as ever. 

If you succeed in overcoming the challenges of this century, you will likely become a bet.ter leader th.an 
anyone in power today, and you will have better leadership lessons to impart to future generations, 
Trust me. You will become an outstanding leader with pure heart, clear mind, helping hands and strong 
shoulders to carry the responsibility. 

So I certainly hope that I wiH be around to hear your successful leadership lesson in the future. Thank 
you very much. 
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Democratic Progressive Party Mission in the U.S. 

For immediate release 
June 30, 2017 

Statement on U.S. Arms Sales 
From the Office of the President, Taiwan 

We welcome the congressional notification today of a new arms sales package for Taiwan. We also thank 

the U.S. government for its continued commitment under the Taiwan Relations Act apd the Six 

Assurances. 

The provision of defensive SYStems help strengthen Taiwan's self-defense capabiliti~s. This increases 

Taiwan's confidence and ability to maintain the status quo of peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait. 

On this basis, we will continue to seek constructive dialogue with Beijing, and promote positive 

deveiopments in cross-strait relations. We believe that such efforts will be welcomed by the international 

community. 

At'the same time, we will continue to increase our defense investments, including in indigenous defense 

industries and defense-related research, in order to demonstrate our commitment to Taiwan's 

self-defense. 
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