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Nov. 13, 2015 

DPP Spokesman: Eric Chu brings negative election campaigning overseas with 
factual distortions in English op-ed 

Responding to an opinion piece published in the Washington Tinies by KMT Chait and 
presidenthtl cand.idate Eric Chu ("Cross-strait peace on the line"), OPP spokesman Juan 
Chao-hsiung said today that Taiwan's foreign relations should be a nonpartisan effort and a 
common responsibility shared by all the political leaders of Taiwan. This is the positive 
message that OPP Chair Tsai Ing-wen conveyed throughout her earlier visit to the U.S., as well 
as in Japan. The OPP is profoundly disappointed to see Chair Chu bringing domestic political 
feuds overseas, using factuai distortions to engage in malicious manipulation. 

Chu alleges in his op-ed that Chair Tsai is unwilling to answer the question of how to 
maintain the status quo in cross-strait relations. Juan pointed out that, in fact, Chair Tsai has 
already explained very clearly during her speech at the U.S. think tank, the Center for Strategic 

' . 
and International Studies (CSIS). In. that public address, Chair Tsai stated that the peaceful 
and stable development of cross0 strait relations will proceed in accordance with the will of the 
Taiwanese people and the existing ROC constitutional order, based on the accumulated 
outcomes of more than twenty years of negotiations and exchap.ges. 

As for Chu's attacks on the OPPs critiques of the Ma-Xi meeting, Juan said that the OPP 
has not accused President Ma of "selling out Taiwan," as Chu claims. The OPP articulated the 
expectations of the people of Taiwan regarding the meeting: that it be carried out in an. open, 
transparent, and dignified manner. Regretfully, President Ma's performance fell short of these 
expectations in that not only did he not safeguard important national interests, he also did not 
live up to the most basic responsibility of the pr~sident of a democratic country, which is to 
defend the freedom and democracy of that country. 

Juan further emphasized that the United States is a vital democratic partner of Taiwan; 
this is a broad social consensus that transcends politics and partisanship. Both the governing 
and opposition parties should do their utmost to cultivate U.S.-Taiwan relations: Throughout 
the time that Chair Chu has been visiting the U.S., Chait Tsai has on many occasions expressed 
her good wishes for a smooth trip, as well as her hope that U.S.-Taiwan relations can be 
elevated to new heights .. But by bring his critiques of Chair Tsai to an international forum, 
Chu has reduced diplomacyto a tool for negative campaigning,1breaching the universal 
diplomatic creed that domestic political disputes stop at the nation's border. For this, the OPP 
expresses its deep regret. ' 

* * * 
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Dec: 16, 2015 

The DPP Expresses Gratitude and Support for US Ar1ns Sales to Taiwan 

[Washington, DC, Dec. 16, 2015] "The Democratic Progressive Party wishes to express its deep 

appreciation and support for the US government's formal notification to the US Congress of an arms sale 

package to Taiwan," stated DPP Secretary General Joseph Wu. ''The United States is Taiwan's vital 

security partner and this.sale once again demonstrates, through concrete actions, the U.S:s enduring 

colll.m.itment to upholding the Taiwan Relations Act and. the Six Assurances. The sale will both 

enhance Taiwan's national security as well as preserve peace and stability in the Asia Pacific region," Wu 

added. 

"U.S. arms sales to Taiwan have never impeded the development of cross0strait relations. Indeed, 

Taiwan possessing sufficient defense ·capability is conducive toward maintaining cross-strait peace and 
I 

stability, as it provides tbe necessary confidence for the people of Taiwan to engage and interact with the 

PRC," said the Secretary General. 

Secretary General Wu added that the DPP takes Taiwan's national defense very seriously. ''If given the 

opportunity to govern next year, we will strive to build a self-sufficient defense through significant 

increases in defense-related expenditures and budgets, as well as by elevating the level of investment in 

Taiwan's domestic defense industry. At the same time, the DPP hopes that the U.S. will contjnue to 

provide necessary arms and technological assistaljce i.n accord.ailce with Taiwan's defe.nse needs." 

"As U.S. officials have stated on multiple occasions, arms sales are carried out to fulfill the United States' 

commitments under the Taiwan Relations Act, and are jointly supported by all parties in T.aiwan," Wu 

stated. "U.S. adlll.inistration officials have also emphasized that art11s sales to Taiwan are carried out 

based on Taiwan's defense needs. This sale is not to be viewed as support for any political party in 

Taiwan. The US Administration has been firm in stating the US will not take sides in Taiwan's election," 

Wu concluded. 
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