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"We Have Embarked on the First Mile toward Reform" 

President-Elect Tsai Ing-wen's Address to 
DPP CampaigDVictocy Rally 

[TAIPEI] - To the friends here with us at the rally, standing by the television, young people watching the 
live0 stream online, and all people of Taiwan, good· evening. 

I would like to thank my running mate, Dr. Chen Chien-jen, my campaign chair Mayor Chen Chu, and 
ail of our colleagues at the campaign headquarters. Thank you for all ofyour hard work. We are also 
happy to see our previous vice president and past chairmen of the DPP in joining us for this historical 
occasion. 

As I have said before, I will do everything I can to turn your tears into smiles. Today, we su¢ceeded. 

As a result, if you still have tears in your eyes, please wipe them away. Together, let's welcome a new era 
for Taiwan with joy and happiness. 

My colleagues told me that today, in this event, some of our supporters have been here since noon to 
wait for the election results. 

Is everybody happy? 

Is everybody happy? · 

I understand that, over these past years, some of you have had your reservations towards me. People 
felt that I'm too rational and that I'm not willing to show my emotions in public. So right here, I want to 
tell everybody, if all of you are happy, then let us please give Taiwan a big cheer,. 

Together we have accomplished a great t_ask for Taiwan. This is how I feel right now, However, I am 
calm at heart, because I know that in the future, my responsibility will only gto'w heavier. Thankyou for 
everybody's support for Tsai Ing-wen and Chen Chien-jen. Thank you for your support for the DPP. On 
behalf of the DPP, once again, I would lik!! to express my deepest gratitude towards the people of 
Taiwan. 

Than~ to all the people of Taiwan, we have completed the third transition of political power in 
Taiwan's democratic history together. We have lit up Taiwan. And through our actions, we want to tell 
the world, once again, that Taiwan equals democracy anddemocracy eqlll!ls Taiwan. ' 
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I also want to ~hank my two competitors in this election, Chairman Chu and Chairman Soong. Together, 
we have written a new page in the history of Taiwan's democracy. I have just spoken with i!ach of them 
over the phone, and I appreciate the·expectations that they hold for this country. In an election, there 
will be winners and losers, but the ultimate victory will always belong to Taiwan's democracy. Here, I 
ext.end my sincere invitation to them: we cannot start the future path of reform of this country without 

I 

you. 

I also wish to thank my colleagues, our support organizations, and our many volunteers and staff. You 
have sacrificed your hoiidays and time with your families. No matter rain or shine, even as you fought 

· back sickness and fatigue, you have f01,1ght shoulder to shoulder witl:! me. You are the best team th.at I 
could have hoped for. It has been the greatest privilege of,my life to be able to complete this last mile 
with you. 

I must offer a special thanks to the young employees at the campaign headquarters and especiallythe 
staff at the DPP. Over these past years, there has been one thing on my mind that l want to share with 
you. Our party has fallen down in the past. But I have always .believed that, one day, we shall once again 
walk tall wit.h confidence and responsibility when we wear our party's colors in public. Tonight, We have 
accomplished this. 

Next, I wish to thank every single person that made a small donation in this election campaign, every 
friend who donated to us their piggy banks, and everyone who provided us with their money and efforts. 
Because of you, the DPP has affirmed that it is a party that belongs to the people of Taiwan. 

Voting is but a day. And the election campaign is but a few months. However, changing this country 
requires daily dedication and constant effort. Tonight, we can celebrate"" .and we can celebrate loudly. 
But when the sun starts to shine tomorrow, we must take up the responsibility of reform for this 
country. 

Atthis moment in Taiwan, there are many elderly people waiting for a IJlOre comprehensive long-term 
care system. 

At this moment in Taiwan, Taiwan's young people are Waiting for a fairethousing environment. 

We cannot forget that many sma.11 and medium-sized enterprises are also waiting for us to upgrade and 
transform our industries. 

We also cannot forget thatwe have a pension system that is on the brink of bankruptcy, waiting for us 
to save it. 

Furthermore, we have not forgotten that maintaining the security of the Taiwan Strait and cross-strait 
peace and stability is everybody's common expectations and something that both sides should work 
towards. Maintaining the ''status quo" is my commitment to the people of Taiwan and the ihtemational 
community. I will keep my wotd. I also promise everybody that when I manage cross-straitjrelatipns in· 
the future, it will be based on proactive communication. There won't be provocation andthere won't be 

I 
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surprises. 

To my dear people of Taiwan, through our joint efforts, we have seen the victory of democ~acy. We must 
also join our efforts for future refotm. We will face many challenges, as the path ofrefotm is a difficult 

' ' 

one. However, no matter the challenges, the people of Taiwan have never been defeated'. I 
. I 

We have already embarked upon the first mile on the path to reform. As long as we continue to support 
one another and to continue doWl:l our course, We will bring forth a com:itry with. ll)ore f:reedom, more 
democracy, more prosperity, and more justice. 

The new Legislature will convene on February 1. The OPP will prioritize legislation that are most 
relevant to the cares of the people. We will maximize the efforts towards our reform, while at the same 
time, minimizing instability. 

The OPP is now the majority party in the Legislature. We hold art absolute majority and we must fulfill 
our promises to the voters. Our reform will not be half-measured. 

This is the first time that our Legislature will experience a transition of political power. The 
responsi!Jility we have is therefore greater than before. I will re-empha_sizethat the OPP is committed to 
use its majority responsibly. We will continue to open up the OPP to those whose voices are not fully 
represented in the Legislature. At the same time, we will work with all other political parties, including 
the KMT, PFP, and NPP, to whole-heartedly pursue our agenda for reform. 

Here,~ president-elect and party chairperson, I willorder all party officials to be humble, humble, and 
more huII1ble. 

In this new era, the people of Taiwan can work together to reform this country, regardless of ideological, 
political, or ethnic affiliations. This is Tsai Ing-wen's promise. This is also Tsai Ing-wen's commitment. 

Last night - the night prior to the elections - I saw Mr. Su Beng, who is 98 years old. He came to the 
front of the stage on a cold rainy night to cheer me on. It is already difficult for him to speak, but I know 
what he wanted to say to me O that as tlie president ofTaiwa_n, I will need resolve, detetmi11ation, and 
strength. · · 

I want to tell Mr. Su Beng that I will be strong. I will stay 'strong every minute while I address the 
difficulties facing Taiwan. And Tsai Ing-wen must stand in strength, so that the people of Taiwan can 
stand firm with me. 

Taiwan is a democratic and free country. What makes our country great is that every person in Taiwan 
has the right to be true to oneself. This country shall protect the rights of all people to choose freely. As 
the president-elect, I solemnly declare that everyone must respect this freedom. 

The electoral results today prove to the whole wotld that the Taiwanese are a free and democratic 
people. As long as I am president, I will do everything in my power to ensure that no citizeri of Taiwan 

I 
will need to apologizefortheiridentity. I 
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To the dear p~ple of Taiwan, a new era h.as begun. ''Tile dawn is near. There a:re people h~re, who 
resolve to protect our dreams, and thus vow to become stronger than before." 

We are these people. After this election, we have gained more courage. We will continue to work hard 
for our fellow Taiwanese and for our next generation. 

Once again, I would l.ike totha,nk everyone present aJ).d the people ofTaiwa:11. 

Dignity, unity, and confidence, this is the new Taiwan. Thank you. Good night and may Taiwan be 
blessed. 

• •• 
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