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NEWSLETTER I NOVEMBER 2018 

It was Moldova's privilege this past month, during an especially busy political time in 
Washington, to welcome a delegation of US Senators to Chisinau. We also are glad 
to welcome a new US Ambassador to Moldova, Derek J. Hogan, which coincidentally 
comes at a moment when there is important news for the building of a new US 
embassy i_n Ch_isinau. 

We wish you all our best for your upcoming midterm elections. We know that no 
matter the outcome, we will remain a steadfast ally of the United States. 

Vladimir Plahotniuc 
Chairman 
Democratic Party of Moldova 
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Senator Richard Burr shakes hands with Speaker Andrian Candu. (Publika.md) 

US Senate Delegation Meets with Speaker Candu 

(Publika.md) A group of American senators, led by Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC), held a 
meeting with Speaker of the Parliament Andrian Candu in _Chisinau. Among the 
matters discussed were US support for the Republic of Moldova, cooperation with the 
country against hybrid attacks, and the promotion of common security strategies 
between Moldova, Georgia, and Ukraine. 

Read Sen. Jerry Moran's (R-KS) press release on the meeting here, 

Moldovan Parliament Overrides Veto,_Approves Transfer of Land 
for New U.S. EmbassY. 

(Radio Free Europe) Moldova's parliament has overridden a veto by President Igor 
Dodon, passing legislation that will transfer the site of a former stadium in Chisinau to 
the United States for its new embassy. U.S. Ambassador to Moldova James Pettit 
had been looking for a site for a new embassy for "almost 10 years." 

New US Ambassador Arrives in Chisinau 

(Moldova.org) Derek J. Hogan, a native of Virginia, has been names the United 
States' new ambassador to .Moldova. A diplomat since 1997, Hogan is one of the US 
State Department's top experts on Eastern European countries, including Russia, 
after having held senior management positions and experience with the region. 
Hogan replaces James D. Pettit, who was appointed in 2014 by Barack Obama. 

Moldova Steps Up Fight against Corruption with New E
Procurement SY.stem 

(Emerging Europe) Moldova has launched a groundbreaking electronic procurement 
system, MTender, which aims to radically transform the way public funds are spent in 
the country. The new approach was introduced jointly by the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the World Trade Organisation and Moldova's 
Ministry of Finance. It provides full transparency, openness and accountability in a 
major step in the fight against corruption. Benefits of e-procurement also include 
improvements in market access and competition, promotion of integrity, reduced 
information costs and easier access to information. 

Russia Condemned bY. ECHR for Rights Violations in Transnistria 

(Moldova.org) Russia was condemned by the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) for violation of Article 2 of Protocol No. 1 regarding the Right to Education 
from the European Convention of Human Rights. The case was carried between 
Catan and others vs. the Republic of Moldova and Russia, implying complaints 
coming from parents and children living in Transnistria related to the effects of the 
language policy adopted in 1992 and 1994 by the breakaway region. After the 
hearing, the ECHR said that Russia interfered with the people's right to education in 
Moldova's separatist region of Transnistria. 
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Moldova's Startug Scene: Taking Off to Global Hub 

(150sec.com) Hailing from the Republic of Moldova, a new generation of tech-driven 
startups seems determined to prove to its global peers that the country has much 
more to offer than agriculture and rural tranquility. Recent tech-driven entrepreneurial 
initiatives are emerging that seem ready to catapult Moldova's economy right in the 
21st century. · ' 

Moldova Eases Visa Reguirements for Tourists and Investors 

(Emerging Europe) The Republic of Moldova has rela_xed its visa policy for the 
citizens of 60 states and has simplified the process of obtaining permanent residence 
permits for foreign investors. These changes aim to attract foreign investment and 
enhance the labor market. 

Ukraine, Moldova to Integrate EnergY. Markets 

(UN/AN) Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova have declared their interest in creating 
an integrated energy market. Currently, both countries are proactively engaged in the 
reform of wholesale electricity markets, working toward the establishment of Energy 
Community acquis rules, which will apply to cross-border electricity transactions in 
Ukraine and Moldova. 

Moldova Plans to Hold Renewable EnergY. Auctions in 2019 and 
2020 

(PV Magazine) The Moldovan government is planning to hold its first auctions for 
large-scale solar and renewable energy projects in the next two years. The 
announcement was made by the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, which is helping Moldova's Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure 
define tender documentation for the auctions and has issued a request for proposal 
to seek consultants. · 

Jewish Histo[Y. Museum to Be Ogened in Chisinau 

(Govemment of Moldova) A museum of history of Jews from Moldova will be opened 
in Chisinau, per a recent cabinet decision. The museum will be dedicated to the · 
cultivation of the memory of the Holocaust, combating anti-Semitism, promoting 
culture, tolerance and peace. 

PM Filig Calls for Rehabilitation of Jewish Cemete[Y. 

(Publika) Prime Minister Pavel Filip called for an action plan to be developed for the 
rehabilitation of the Jewish Cemetery in Chisinau and the building of a Jewish 
Cultural Center. "Considering that two-thirds of the cemetery is almost destroyed, it 
could still be a Jewish historical center, a kind of Yad Vashem," Filip said during a 
visit. "The cemetery that can be restored, we will restore it, including the chapel, but it 
can be also a museum, a memorial. And then there will be a place to commemorate 
the-victims of the Holocaust, but also an attraction for tourists." 
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Government Announces Higher Salaries for Moldovan Teachers 

(Publika.md) Moldova's lack of teachers in schools and kindergartens will be solved 
by raising the salaries of the country's teachers. The Ministry of Finance stated that 
teachers _whose have less than three years of experience will receive a 45% raise, 
starting December 1. 

Marietta Councilwoman Michelle Cooper Kelly, center right, is served bread and salt by a local Moldovan girl. (Marietta 

Daily Journal) 

Marietta, Ga., Councilwoman Visits Moldova 

(Marietta Daily Journal) Marietta. Georgia. Councilwoman Michelle Cooper Kelly 
made a week-long journey to Moldova. Kelly served as part of a delegation of 
Americans selected by the U.S. State Department's Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs. She shared some tips from Marietta she hopes will help elected 
officials in Moldova, including ways to support small businesses and instill an 
entrepreneurial spirit. Kelly also gave presentations on citizen outreach. She said 
every Moldovan villager has a cell phone and is on social media, and she 
encouraged the local governments to have more of an online presence, 

The lncreasinglY. Acguired Taste of Moldovan Wine 

(Deutsche Welle) Moldova's growth in the wine industry and marketplace shift from 
east to west since breaking from the Soviet Union has made it a winery superpower. 
The country has the world's highest ratio of agriculiural land dedicated to vineyards 
and, uniquely, has the full wine value chain completed in-country, from production 
through processing to packaging. Moldova is focused on export-friendly wines such 
as Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Chardonnay ,md h_as been steadily attracting 
Western investment interest in the domestic wine sector over the past 8 years. 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/05/2018 11 :57:03 AM 

Page 4of 5 



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/05/2018 11 :57:03 AM 

This material is distributed by Cogent Strategies on behalf of the Democratic Party of Moldova. 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC. 
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