
rnmmm 
I \ HIH 111! \\'- , I< Jlt, 11 )II< I 

.•. WORLD 
UYGHUR 
CONGRESS -~ 

♦ ._ It"◊ UNAEPRUltNT'ED 

• ~ • NATIONS A PEOPU:S 
• ~ • ORGANIZATION 
♦ • • ♦ unpo.(?1'9 

Uyghur Religious Freedom and Cultural 
Values Under Siege 

26 February 2018 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Cannon House Office Building Room 121 
Washington, DC 20515 U 

You're invited to join the Uyghur Human Rights Project on February 26th 2018 at 1.0:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. in the Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.t. 

RSVP here ATEventbrite.com 

Religious freedom and cultural values are under siege in East Turkestan, the homeland of the 

Uyghurs. Advanced technologies are being deploye·d against the Uyghurs in the name of security, creating 

what amounts to the world's most advanced police state, with serious implications for the future of China. 

and the world. Chinese authorities consider religious diversity a threat to the country's stabili~d, as~: 

result, implement an autocratic monopoly over freedom of religion. The Uyghurs' language ar@'.cu1tur~} 

are also being systematically marginalized and actively suppressed by the Chinese government. l:i.oder tti'e" 
pretense of "antHerrorism", Chinese authorities crackdown ruthlessly on Uyghur communit~ actii~;. 

East Turkestan, depriving them of their fundamental human rights. Under the pretense of thel1:,culfore 

and religious practice being a security threat, a security crackdown has intensified in recent moFiths, with 

more than 1;10,000 of Uyghurs being detained in re-education camps, study abroad students beliig forced_ 
to return home for political assessment, with widespread political campaigns and militarizatio~reatin~ 
a climate of fear. 

The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization {UNP0), together with the Uyghur Human Rights. ~ . 
Project (UHRP), the Uyghur American Association and the World Uyghur Congress (WUC) will organize ~·, 

c::,;:) '· 

conference entitled "Uyghur Religious Freedom and Cultural Values Under Siege". Taking place atthe US·'. u !'~-, 

Congress, the event will bring together US policymakers, academics, human rights experts and member.s· 

of the Uyghur diaspora to discuss the current situation on the ground in East Turkestan and what,~nciet~ 

steps must be taken to resolve the issue. 

Confirmed Speakers: 

N 
• Sean Roberts {George Washington University) I.D 

• Teng Biao (University of Politics and Law in Beijing, visiting scholar at New York University) 

This material Is distributed by Jahn Chwat on behalf of World Uyghur Congress. 
Additional Information Is oval/able ot the Department of Justice, W11Shlngton, D,C, 
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• Alim Seytoff (Director of RFA Uyghur Service) 

• Ti.na L. Mufford (United States Commission on International Religious Freedom) 
• Chen Pokong (Chinese writer, critic and democracy movement activist) 

• Nicole Morgret (Uyghur Human Rights Project) 
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The Uyghur Human Rights Project (UHRP) is a human rights research, reporting and advocacy 
organization. Our mission is to promote human rights and democracy for the Uyghur people, raise 
awareness of abuses ofUyghurs' human rights, and support the right of the Uyghur people to use peaceful, 
democratic means to determine their own political future. 

UHRP was founded in 2004 as part of the Uyghur An).erica/J, A.ssoci.ation (U AA), a Uyghur diaspora group 
which works to promote the preservation and flourishing of a rich, humanistic and diverse Uyghur culture. 
In partnership with U AA, in 20 I 6 UHRP began operations as an independent group. 

If you wish to stop receiving e-mails from the Uyghur Human Rights Project, please send an e-mail to uhrp
press-urtsiJbscribe@pressrelease.iJhrp.org. 

Uyghur Human Rights Project 
1420 K Street N.W., Suite 350 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Tel:+ I (202) 478.1920 
Fax: + I (202) 4 78.19 I 0 
Info [at] uhrp.org 
www.uhrp.org 

This material Is distributed by John Chwat an behalf of World Uyghilr Congress. 
Additional information Is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, o.c. 
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Twelve Days in Xinjiang: How China's 

Surveillance State Overwhelms Daily 

Life 
The government has turned the remote region into a laboratory for its high

tech social controls 

By Josh Chin and Clement Burge (The Woll Street Journal} 

Photographs by Giulia Marchi for The Wolf Street Journal 

Updated Dec. 19. 201710,58 p.m. ET 

URUMQI, China-This city on China's Central Asia frontier may be one of the most closely 

surveilled places on earth. 

Security checkpoints with identification scanners guard the train station and roads in and out; 
--::,~ 

of town. Facial scanners track comings and goings at hotels, shopping malls and banks. Polire 
N 

use hand-held devices to search smartphones for encrypted chat apps, politically charged _ ., 

videos and other suspect content. To fill up with gas, drivers must first swipe their ID cards:;:'..: 

and stare into a camera. N 
\D 

China's efforts to snuff out a violent separatist movement by some members of the 

predominantly Muslim Uighur ethnic group have turned the autonomous region of Xinjiang, 

of which Urumqi is the capital, into a laboratory for high-tech social controls that civil-liberties 

activists say the government wants to roll out across the country. 

It is nearly impossible to move about the region without feeling the unrelenting gaze of the 

government. Citizens and visitors alike must run a daily gantlet of police checkpoints, 

surveillance cameras and machines scanning their ID cards, faces, eyeballs and sometimes 

entire bodies. 

When fruit vendor Parhat I min swiped his card at a telecommunications office this summer to 

pay an overdue phone bill, his photo popped up with an "X." Since then, he says; every scan of 



his ID card sets off an alarm. He isn't sure what it signifies, but figures he is on some kind of 

government watch list because he is a Uighur and has had intermittent run-ins with the 

police. 

He says he is reluctant to travel for fear of being detained. "They blacklisted me," he says. "I 

can't go anywhere." 

All across China, authorities are rolling out new technology to keep.watch over people and 

shape their behavior. Controls on expression have tightened under President Xi Jinping, and 

the state's vast security web now includes high-tech equipment to monitor online activity and 

even snoop in sm,irtphone messaging apps. 

China's government has been on high alert since a surge i.n deadly terrorist attacks around the 

country in 2014 that authorities blamed on Xinjiang-based militants inspired by extremist 

Islamic messages from abroad. Now ,officials are putting the world's most state-of-the-art 

tools in the hands of a ramped-up security force to create a system of social control in 

Xinjiang-one that falls heaviest on Uighurs. 

At a security exposition in October, an executive of Guangzhou-based CloudWalk Technology 

Co., which has sold facial-recognition algorithms to police. and identity-verification systems to 

gas stations in Xinjiang, called the region the world's most heavily guarded place. According to 

the executive, Jiang Jun, for every 100,000 people the police in Xinjiang want to monitor, they 

use the same amount of surveillance equipment that police in other parts of China would use 

to monitor millions. 

Authorities in Xinjiang declined to respond to questions about surveillance. Top party officials 

from Xinjiang said at a Communist Party gathering in Beijing in October that "social stability 

and long-term security" were the local government's bottom-line goals. 

Chinese and foreign civil-liberty activists say the surveillanc.e in this northwestern corner of 

China offers a preview of what is to come nationwide. 

"They constantly take lessons from the high-pressure rule they apply in Xinjiang and 

implement them in the east," says Zhu Shengwu, a Chinese human-rights lawyer who has 

worked on surveillance cases. "What happens in Xinjiang has bearing on the fate of all Chinese 

people." 
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During an October road trip into Xinjiang along a modern highway, two Wall Street Journal 

reporters encountered a succession of checkpoints that turned the ride into a strange and 

tense journey. 

At Xingxing Gorge, a windswept pass used centuries ago by merchants plying the Silk Road, 

police inspected incoming traffic and verified travelers' identities. The Journal reporters were 

stopped, ordered out of their car and asked to explain the purpose of their visit. Drivers, 

mostly those who weren't Han Chinese, were guided through electronic gateways that 

scanned their ID cards and faces. 

Farther along, at the entrance to Hami, a city of a half-million, police had the Journal reporters 

wait in front of a bank of TV screens showing feeds from nearby surveillance cameras while 

recording their passport numbers. 

Surveillance cameras loomed every few hundred feet along the road into town, blanketed 

street corners and kept watch on patrons of a small noodle shop near the main mosque. The 

proprietress, a member of the Muslim Hui minority, said the government ordered all 

restaurants in the area to install the devices earlier this year "to prevent terrorist attacks." 

Days later, as the Journal reporters were driving on a dirt road in Shanshan county after being 

ordered by officials to leave a nearby town, a police cruiser materialized seemingly from 

nowhere. It raced past, then skidded to a diagonal stop, kicking up a cloud of dust and 

blocking the reporters' car. An SUV pulled up behind. A half-dozen police ordered the 

reporters out of the car and demanded their passports. 

An officer explained that surveillance cameras had read the out-of-town license plates and 

sent out an alert. "We check every car that's not from Xinjiang," he said. The police then 

escorted the reporters to the highway. 

At checkpoints further west, iris and body scanners are added to the security arsen.al. 

Darren Byler, an anthropology researcher at the University of Washington who spent two 

years in Xinjiang studying migration, says the closest contemporary parallel can be found in 

the West Bank and Gaza Strip, where the lsrae.li government has created a system of 

checkpoints and biometric surveillance to keep tabs on Palestinians. 
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In Erdaoqiao, the neighborhood where the fruit vendor Mr. I min lives, small booths known as 

"convenience police stations," marked by flashing lights atop a pole, appear every couple of 

hundred yards. The police stationed there offer water, cellphone charging and other services, 

while also taking in feeds from nearby surveillance cameras. 

Young Uighur men are routinely pulled into the stations for phone checks, leading some to 

keep two devices-one for home use and another, with no sensitive content or apps, for 

going out, according to Uighur exHes. 

Erdaoqiao, the heart of Uighur culture and commerce in Urumqi, is where ethnic riots started 

in 2009that resulted in numerous deaths. The front entrance to Erdaoqiao Mosque is now 

closed, as are most entries to the International Grand Bazaar. Visitors funnel through a heavily 

guarded main gate. The faces and ID cards of Xinjiang residents are scanned. An array of 

cameras keeps watch. 

After the riots, authorities showed up to shut down the shop Mr. I min was running at the 

time, which sold clothing and religious items. When he protested, he says, they clubbed him 

on the back of the head, which has left him walking with a limp. They jailed him for six months 

for obstructing official business, he says. Other jail stints followed, including eight months for 

buying hashish. 

The police in Urumqi didn't respond to requests for comment. 

Mr. I min now sells fruit and freshly squeezed pomegranate juice from a cart. He worries that 

his flagged ID card will bring the police again. Recently remarried, he hasn't dared visit his new 

wife's family in southern Xinjiang. 

Chinese rulers have struggled for two millennia to control Xinjiang, whose 23 million people 

are scattered over an expanse twice the size of Texas. Beijing sees it as a vital piece of 

President Xi's trillion,dollar "Belt and Road" initiative to build infrastructure along the old Silk 

Road trade routes to Europe. 

Last year, Mr. Xi installed a new Xinjiang party chief, Chen Quanguo, who previously handled 

ethnic strife in Tibet, another hot spot. Mr. Chen pioneered the convenience police stations in 

that region, partly in response to a string of self-immolations by monks protesting Chinese 

rule. 



Under Mr. Chen, the police presence in Xinjiang has skyrocketed, based on data showing 

exponential increases in police-recruitment advertising. Local police departments last year 

began ordering cameras capable of creating three-dimensional face images as well as DNA 

sequencers and voice-pattern analysis systems, according to government procurement 

documents uncovered by Human Rights Watch and reviewed by the Journal. 

During the first quarter of 2017, the government announced the equivalent of more than $1 

billion in security-related investment projects in Xinjiang, up from $27 million in all of 2015, 

according to research in April by Chinese brokerage firm.Industrial Securities .• 

Government procurement orders show millions spent on "unified combat platforms" -

computer systems to analyze surveillance data from police and other government agencies. 

Tahir Hamut, a Uighur poet and filmmaker, says Uighurs who had passports were called in to 

local police stations in May. He worried he would .draw extra scrutiny for having been accused 

of carrying sensitive documents, including newspaper articles about Uighur separatist attacks, 

while trying to travel to Turkey to study in the mid-1990s. The aborted trip landed hi.m in a 

labor camp for three years, he says. 

He and his wife lined up at a police station with other Uighurs to have their fingerprints and 

blood samples taken. He says he was asked to read a newspaper for two minutes while police 

recorded his voice, and to turn his head slowly in front of a camera. 

Later, his family's passports were confiscated. After a friend was detained by police, he says, he 

assumed he also would be taken away. He says he paid officials a bribe of more than $9,000 to 

get the passports back, making up a story that his daughter had epilepsy requiring treatment in 
the U.S. Xinjiang's Public Security s·ureau, which is in charge of the region's police forces, didn't 

respond to a request for comment about the bribery. 

"The day we left, I was filled with anxiety," he says. "I worried what would happen if we were 

stopped going through security at the Urumqi airport, or going through border control in 

Beijing." 

He and his family made it to Virginia, where they have applied for political asylum. 

Chinese authorities use forms to collect personal information from Uighurs. One form reviewed 

by the Journal asks about respondents' prayer habits and if they have contacts abroad. There 



are sections for officials to rate "persons of interest" on a six-point scale and check boxes on 

whether they are ~'safe," "average" or "unsafe." 

China Communications Services Co. Ltd., a subsidiary of state telecom giantChina Telecom, 

has signed contracts this year worth more than $38 million to provide mosque surveillance 

and install surveillance-data platforms in Xinjiang, according to government procurement 

documents. The company declined to discuss the contracts, saying they constituted sensitive 

business information. 

Xiamen Meiya Pico Information Co. Ltd. worked with police in Urumqi to adapt a hand-held 

device it sells for investigating economic crimes so it can scan smartphones for terrorism

related content. 

A description of the device that recently was removed from the company's website said it can 

read the files on 90% of smartphones a.nd check findings against a police antiterror database. 

"Mostly, you're looking for audio and video," said Zhang Xuefeng, Meiya Pico's chief 

marketing officer, in an interview. 

Near the Xinjiang University campus in Urumqi, police sat at a wooden table recently, ordering 

some people walking by to hand over their phones. 

"You just plug it in and it shows you what's on the phone," said one officer, brandishing a 

device similar to the one on Meiya Pico's website. He declined to say what content they were 

checking for. 

One recent afternoon in Koria, one of Xinjiang's largest cities, only a trickle of people passed 

through the security checkpoint at the local bazaar, where vendors stared at darkened hallways 

empty of shoppers. 

Li Qiang, the Han Chinese owner of a wine shop, said the security checks, while necessary for 

safety, were getting in the way of commerce. "As soon as you go out, they check your ID," he 

said. 

Authorities have built a network of detent_ion facilities, officially referred to as education 

centers, across Xinjiang. In April, the official Xinjiang Daily newspaper said more than 2,000 

people had been sent to a "study and training center" in the southern city of Hotan. 



One new compound sits a half-hour drive south of Kashgar, a Uighur-dominated city near the 

border with Kyrgyzstan. It is surrounded by imposing walls topped with razor wire, with 

watchtowers at two corners. A slogan painted on the wall reads: "All ethnic groups should be 

like the pods of a pomegranate, tightly wrapped together." 

Villagers describe it as a detention center. A man standing near the entrance one recent night 

said itwas a school and advised reporters to leave. 

Mr. Hamut, the poet, says a relative in Kashgar was taken to a detention center after she 

participated in an Islamic ceremony, and another went missing soon after the family tried to 

call him from the U.S. 

The local government in Kash gar didn't respond to a request for comment. 

Surveillance in and around Kashgar, where Han Chinese make up less than 7% of the 

population,. is even tighter than in Urumqi. Drivers entering the city are screened intensively. A 

machine scans each driver's face. Police officers inspect the engine and the trunk. Passengers 

must get out and run their bags through X-ray machines. 

In Aksu, a dusty city a five-hour drive east of l<ashgar, knife salesman Jiang Qiankun says his 

shop had to pay thousands of dollars for a machine that turns a customer's ID card number, 

photo, ethnicity and address into a QR code that it lasers into the blade of any knife it sells. "If 

someone has a knife, it has to have their ID card information," he says. 

On the last day the Journal reporters were in Xinjiang, an unmarked car trailed them on a 5 a.m. 

drive to the Urumqi airport. During their China Southern Airlines flight to Beijing, a flight 

attendant appeared to train a police-style body camera attached to his belt on the reporters. 

Later, as passengers were disembarking, the attendant denied filming them, saying it was 

common for airline crew to wear the cameras as a security measure. 

China Southern says the crew member was an air marshal, charged with safety on board. 

-Fan Wenxin, Jeremy Page, Kersten Zhang and Eva Dou contributed to this article. 



AP Exclusive: Digital police state shackles Chinese minority 

By GERRY SHIH 

Dec.17, 2017 (f\D ~lewsj 

KORLA, China (AP) - Nobody knows what happened to the Uighur student after he returned to 

China from Egypt and was taken away by police. 

Not his village neighbors in China's far west, who haven't seen him in months, Not his former 

classmates, who fear Chinese authorities beat him to death. 

Not his mother, who lives in a two-story house at the far end of a country road, alone behind 

walls bleached by the desert sun, She opened the door one afternoon for an unexpected visit 

by Associated Press reporters, who showed her a picture of a handsome young man posing in a 

park, one arm in the wind. 

"Yes, that's him," she said as tears began streaming down her face. "This is the first time I've 

heard anything of him in seven months, What happened?" 

"Is he dead or alive?" 

The student's friends think he joined the thousands - possibly tens of thousands - of people, 

rights groups and academics estimate, who have been spirited without trial into secretive 

detention camps for alleged political crimes that range from having extremist thoughts to 

merely traveling or studying abroad. The mass disappearances, beginning the past year, are 

part of a sweeping effort by Chinese authorities to use detentions and data-driven surveillance 

to impose a digital police state in the region of Xinjiang and over its Uighurs, a 10-million strong, 

Turkic-speaking Muslim minority thilt China says has been influenced by Islamic extremism. 



Along with the detention camps, unprecedented levels of police blanket Xinjiang's streets. 

Cutting-edge digital surveillance systems track where Uighurs go, what they read, who they talk 

to and what they say. And under an opaque system that treats practically all Uighurs as 

potential terror suspects, Uighurs who contact family abroad risk questioning or detention. 

The campaign has been led by Chen Quanguo, a Chinese Communist Party official, who was 

promoted in 2016 to head Xinjiang after subduing another restive region - Tibet. Chen vowed 

to hunt down Uighur separatists blamed for attacks that have left hundreds dead, saying 

authorities would "bury terrorists in the ocean of the people's war and make them tremble." 

Through rare interviews with Uighurs who recently left China, a review of government 

procurement contracts and unreported documents, and a trip through southern Xinjiang, the 

AP pieced together a picture of Chen's war that's ostensibly rooting out terror - but instead 

instilling fear. 

Most of the more than a dozen Uighurs interviewed for this story spoke on condition of 

anonymity for fear that Chinese authorities would punish them or their family members. The 

AP is withholding the student's name and other personal information to protect people who 

fear government retribution. 

Chen and the Xinjiang regional government did not respond to repeated requests for comment. 

But China's government describes its Xinjiang security policy as a "strike hard" campaign that's 

necessary following a series of attacks in 2013 and 2014, including a mass knifing in a train 

station that killed 33. A Hotan city propaganda official, Bao Changhui, told the AP: "If we don't 

do this, it will be like several years ago - hundreds will die." 

China also says the crackdown is only half the picture. It points to decades of heavy economic 

investment and cultural assimilation programs and measures like preferential college 

admissions for Uighurs. 

Officials say the security is needed now more than ever because Uighur m.ilitanfs have been 

fighting alongside Islamic extremists in Syria. But Uighur activists and international human 

rights groups argue that repressive measures are playing into the hands of the likes of al-Qaida, 

wh.ich has put out Uighur-language recruiting videos condemning Chinese oppression. 

"So much hate and desire for revenge are building up," said Rukiye Turdush, a Uighur activist in 

Canada. "How does terrorism spread? When people have nowhere to run." 

THOUGHT POLICE 

The government has referred to its detention program as "vocational training," but its main 

purpose appears to be indoctrination. A memo published online by the Xinjiang human 

resources office described cities, including Koria, beginning "free, completely closed-off, 

militari.zed" training sessions in March that last anywhere from 3 months to 2 years. 



Uighurs study "Mandarin, law, ethnic unity, de-radicalization, patriotism" and abide by ihe ''five 

togethers" - live, do drills, study, eat and sleep together. 

In a rare state media report about the centers, a provincial newspaper quoted a farmer who 

said after weeks of studying inside he could spot the telltale signs of religious extremism by 

how a person dressed or behaved a.nd also profess the Communist Party's good deeds. An 

instructor touted their "gentle, attentive" teaching method.sand likened the centers to a 

boarding school dorm. 

But in Koria, the institutions appeared more daunting, at least from the outside. The city had 

three or four well-known centers with several thousand students combined, said a 48-year-old 

local resident from the Han ethnic majority. One center the AP visited was, in fact, labeled a jail,. 

Another was downtown on a street sealed off by rifle-toting police. A third center, the local Han 

resident said, was situated on a nearby military base. 

While forced indoctrination has been reported throughout Xinjiang, its reach has been felt far 

beyond China's borders. 

In April, calls began trickling into a Uighur teacher's academy in Egypt, vague but insistent. 

Uighur parents from a few towns were pleading with their sons and daughters to return to 

China, but they wouldn't say why. 

"The parents kept calling, crying on the phone," the teacher said. 

Chinese authorities had extended the scope of the program to Uighur students abroad. And 

Egypt, once a sanctuary for Uighurs to study Islam, began deporting scores of Uighurs to China. 

Sitting in a restaurant outside Istanbul where many students had fled, four recounted days of 

panic as they hid from Egyptian and Chinese authorities. One jumped out a window running 

from police. Another slept in a car for a week. Many hid with Egyptian friends. 

"We were mice, and the police were cats," said a student from Urumqi, Xinjiang's regional 

capital. 

All who returned were intensely grilled about what they did in Egypt and viewed as potential 

terror suspects, the students said. Many were believed held in the new indoctrination camps, 

while some were sentenced to longer prison sentences. 

The young man from Koria rarely went out in the two years he spent studying Islam in Egypt. He 

played some soccer - a beloved sport among Uighurs - but wasn't particularly athletic or 

popular. 

Instead, he kept to himself in an apartment that he kept fastidiously clean, steeped in his 

studies at the revered Al Azhar University, the 1,000-year-old seat of learning in Sunni Islam. He 

freely discussed Quranic verses with his Uighur friends but mostly avoided politics, one friend 

said. He spoke of one day pursuing a Ph.D. in comparative religion. 
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"He had big dreams," said the friend who is now hiding in Turkey to avoid being sent ta China. 

"He wanted to be a religious scholar, which he knew was impossible in China, but he also 

wanted ta stay close to his mother in Koria." 

He was fluent in Arabic and but also in Chinese. When they huddled around a smartphone to 

watch a Taiwanese tear-jerker about a bay separated from his mother, he would be the one 

weeping first. 

When homesickness got to him, he would tell his friends about how his mother doted on him, 

and about Koria and the big house he grew up in. And when he gets married, God willing, he 

would say, he'd start a family fn that house, too. 

"If my wife doesn't agree, then we don't marry," he declared. 

He returned to China when he was called back in 2016 and taken away in February, according 

to three students and a teacher from Cairo. They say they heard from reliable sources in China 

- but cannot prove - that he died in detention. 

SHOW OF FORCE 

Southern Xinjiang, the vast desert basin from where many of the students came, fs one of the 

most heavily policed places on earth. 

Deep in the desert's southern rim, the oasis town of Hotan is a microcosm of how Chen, the 

Xinjiang party boss, has combined fearsome optics with invisible policing. 

He has ordered police depots with flashing lights and foot patrols be bu_ilt every 500 meters 

(yards)- a total of 1,130, according to the Hotan government. The AP saw cavalcades of more 

than 40 armored vehicles including full personnel carriers rumble dowh city boulevards. Police 

checkpoints on every other block stop cars to check identification and smartphones for religious 

content. 

Shopkeepers in the thronging bazaar don mandatory armored vests and helmets to sell hand

pulled noodles, tailored suits and baby clothes. 

Xinjiang's published budget data from January to August shows public security spending this 

year is on track to increase 50 percent from 2016 to roughly 45 billion yuan ($6.8 billion) after 

rising 40 percent a year ago. It's quadrupled since 2009, a watershed year when a Uighur riot 

broke out in Xinjiang, leaving nearly 200 members of China's Han ethnic majority dead, and 

security began to ratchet up. 

Adrian Zenz, a researcher at the European School of Culture and Theology who tracks Chinese 

public security staffing levels based on its recruiting ads, says Xinjiang is now hiring 40 times 

more police per capita than populous Guangdong Province. 
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"Xinjiang has very likely exceeded the level of police density seen in East Germany just before 

its collapse," Zenz said. "What we've seen in the last 12 to 14 months is unprecedented." 

But much of the policing goes unseen. 

To enter the Hotan bazaar, shoppers first pass through metal detectors and then place their 

national identification cards on a reader while having their face scanned. 

The facial scanner is made by China Electronics Technology Group (CETC), a state-owned 

defense contractor that has spearheaded China's fast-growing field of predictive policing with 

Xinjiang as its test bed. The AP found 27 CETC bids for Xinjiang government contracts, including 

one soliciting a facial recognition system for facilities and centers in Hotan Prefecture. 

Hours after visiting t_he Hotan bazaar, AP reporters were stopped outside a hotel by a police 

officer who said the public security bureau had been remotely tracking the reporters' 

movements. 

"There are tens of thousands of cameras here," said the officer, who gave his name as Tushan. 

"The moment you took your first step in this city, we knew." 

The government's tracking efforts have extended to vehicles, genes, and even voices. In 

February, authorities in Xinjiang's Bayingol prefecture, which includes Koria, required every car 

to install GPS trackers for real-time monitoring. And since late last year, Xinjiang authorities 

have required health checks to collect the population's DNA samples. In May, a regional police 

official told the AP that Xinjiang had purchased $8.7 million in DNA scanners - enough to 

analyze several m_illion samples a year. 

In one year, Kashgar Prefecture, which has a population of 4 million, has carried out mandatory 

checks for practically its ent_ire population, said Yang Yanfeng, deputy director of Kashgar's 

propaganda department. She characterized the checkups as a public health success story, not a 

security measure. 

"We take comprehensive blood tests for the good of the people, not just record somebody's 

height and weight," Yang said. "We find out health issues in citizens even they didn't know 

about." 

A biometric data collection program appears to have been formalized last year under 

"Document No. 44," a regional public security directive to "comprehensively collect three

dimensional portraits, voiceprints, DNA and fingerprints." The document's full text remains 

secret, but the AP found at least three contracts referring to the 2016 directive in recent 

purchase orders for equipment such as microphones and voice analyzers. 

Meiya Pico, a security and surveillance company, has won 11 bids in the last six months alone 

from local Xinjiang jurisdictions. It won a joint bid with a DNA analysis company for 4 million 

yuan ($600,000) in Kargilik and has sold software that automatically scans smartphones for 

"terror-related pictures and videos" to Yarkent. 



Meiya and CETC declined comment. 

PRYING EYES 

To m.onitor Xinjiang's population, China has also turned to a familiar low-tech tactic: recruiting 

the masses. 

When a Uighur businessman from Kashgar completed a six-month journey to flee China and 

landed in the United States with his family in January, he was initially ecstatic. He tried calling 

home, something he hadn't done in months to spare his family unwanted police questioning. 

His mother told him his four brothers and his father were in prison beca.use he fled China. She 

was spared only because she was frail. 

Since 2016, local authorities had assigned ten families including theirs to spy on one a.nother in 

a new system of collective monitoring, and those families had also been punished because he 

escaped. Members from each were sent to re-education centers for three months, he told the 

AP. 

"It's worse than prison," he said. "At least in prison you know what's happening to you. But 

there you never know when you get accused. It could be anytime." 

A document obtained by U.5.-based activists and reviewed by the AP show Uighur residents in 

the Hebei Road West neighborhood in Urumqi, the regional capital, being graded on a 100-

point scale. Those of Uighur ethnicity are automatically docked 10 points. Being aged between 

15 and 55, praying daily, or having a religious education, all result in 10 point deductions. 

1.il the final columns, each Uighur resident's score is tabulated and checked "trusted," 

"ordinary," or "not trusted." Activists say they anecdotally hear about Uighurs with low scores 

being sent to indoctrination. 

At the neighborhood police office, a woman who gave her surname as Tao confirmed that every 

community committee in Urumqi, not just Hebei Road West, needed to conduct similar 

assessments. She said there were no statistics on how many residents had been deemed "not 

trusted," nor were there official procedures to deal with them. 

"What is happening is every single Uighur is being considered a suspect of not just terrorism but 

also political disloyalty," said Maya Wang, a researcher at Hurnan Rights Watch who is studying 

how Chinese police are using technology to track political dissidents as well as Uighurs. 

This month, Xinjiang announced it would require every government employee in the region to 

move into a Uighur home for a week to teach families about ideology and avoiding extremism. 
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What pa!ns most, Uighurs abroad say, is the self-imposed barrier of silence that separates them 

from loved ones, making efforts to say happy birthday or find out whether a relative is detained 

risky. 

When Salih Hudayar, an American Uighur graduate student, last called his 70-something 

grandfather this summer, he spoke in cryptic but reassuring tones. 

"Our phones will not work anymore," his grandfather said. "So, don't try calling and don't worry 

about us. We'll be fine as long as you're all fine." 

He later heard from a cousin in Kyrgyzstan that his grandfather had been sent to re-education. 

A Uighur student who moved to Washington following the crackdown this summer said that 

after his move, his wife, a government worker still in Urumqi, messaged to say the police would 

show up at her home in 20 minutes. She had to say goodbye: after that she would delete him 

perrnanently from her contacts list. 

A month later he received calls on WhatsApp from a man who introduced himself as Ekber, a 

Uighur official from the international cooperation office of the Xinjiang regional public security 

bureau, who wanted him to work for them in t_he U.S. - and warned him against saying no. 

"If you're not working for us then you're working for someone else. That's not a road you waht 

to take," he snapped. 

A week after that, he couldn't help himself placing one last call home. His daughter picked up. 

"Mom is sick but she doesn't want me to speak to you. Goodbye," she said. 

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS 

For the past year, Chen's war has meant mass detentions, splintered families, lives consumed 

by uncertainty. It has meant that a mother sometimes can't get an answer a simple question 

about her son: is he dead or alive? 

A short drive from Koria, beyond peach plantations that stretch for miles, the al-Azhar student's 

mother still lives in the big house that he loved. When the AP arrived unannounced, she said 

she had not received any court notices or reasons about why her son and his father were 

suddenly taken months earlier. She declined an interview. 

"I want to talk, I want to know," she said through a translator. ''But I'm too afraid." 

AP reporters were later detained by police, interrogated for 11 hours, and accused of "illegal 

reporting" in the area without seeking prior permission from the Koria government. 

"The subjects you're writing about do not promote positive energy," a local propaganda official 

explained. 
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Five villagers said they knew authorities had taken away the young student; one said he was 

definitely alive, the others weren't sure. 

When asked, local police denied he existed at all. 



China probes deeper into the lives of Uyghur minority 
In China's handling of the Xinjiang region, particularly its largely Muslim 

Uyghur population, scholars see echoes of North Korea and South African 

apartheid 

jllATHAN VANDERKLIPPE 

BEIJING 

PUBLISHED DECEMBER 29, 2017 

The streets in China's far western Xinjiang region are lined with surveillance cameras, even in 
rural villages. In some cities, police stations have been e.rected every l>OO metres. Public 
buildings are surrounded with security worthy of a military outpost. Authorities use facial 
recognition and body scanners at highway checkstops. 

Chinese authorities have treated Xinjiang as a hotbed of extremism and responded with a series 

of "strike hard" campaigns that have included the hiring of huge numbers of police and a visible 

increase in security forces. 

But the effort to build social stability, particularly among the region's largely Muslim Uyghurs, is 

now probing deeper into the personal affairs, thought patterns and even genetics of local 

residents. 

Wh.at is taking place in Xinjiang has little historical precedent in the extent of authorities' 

command over people's lives, according to two scholars who recently visited the area. 

"It's a mix of the North Korean aspiration for total control of thought and action, with the 

racialized implementation of apartheid South Africa and Chinese Al [artificial intelligence] and 

surveillance technology," said Rian Thum, a historian at Loyola University in New Orleans. "It's a 

truly remarkable situation, in a global sense." 
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Security in the region has risen since deadly riots in 2009 and a series of terror attacks in 

subsequent years. Thousands of Uyghurs have gone to Syria and joined Islamic State, and a 

series of stricter measures have been introduced since August, 2016, when a new leader was 

installed in the region. 

The Globe and Mail reported on some of those changes this fall, documenting an extensive 

political re-education push that has sent large numbers of people into coercive study programs 

without charges against them. 

Xinjiang has been less well-studied by foreign academics in recent years, amid government 

restrictions and fear of reprisal against local Uyghurs who speak with outsiders. 

But Prof. Thum has been travelling to the region since 1999. He made his most recent trip 

earlier this month, and was struck by the scale of change. Among his discoveries was a 

kilometre-long outdoor walkway, one popular with tourists in the desert city of Turpan, that 

has been transformed into an extensive Ethnic Unity Corridor. It is lined with signs 

demonstrating Chinese government efforts at entering the lives of Uyghurs. 
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Pictures inside show Uyghurs and Chinese engaged in a three-legged race (caption: "national 

unity sports meeting"), classroom studies (caption: "study from each other, for the better 

understanding of national unity") and a signing ceremony in which a long row of Uyghur men 

are writing their names on a long red banner as part of an "I am Chinese" campaign. 

Earlier this month, the region required every government and Communist Party official to "eat, 

live and work together with local people" in a bid to "spread the spirit" of President Xi Jin ping's 

views on China's future direction. Some of the official stays with Uyghurs are expected to last a 

week. 

"I do think there might be a genuine interest in getting officials to better understand the people 

that they're in charge of," Prof. Thum said. "At the same time, there is a lot of interest in 

entering people's houses and penetrating private spaces," he said. 

"All religious activities have been moved or are supposed to be moved from private and public 

spaces to one spot, and that is the mosque. And, of course, the mosques are heavily 

monitored," Prof. Thum said. 

In Xinjiang today, he said, "I guess people still have their thoughts, but speaking out loud is very 

dangerous. 0 

In June, China's State Counci.I Information Office released a white paper praising "great 

progress" in human rights in the region. It cited 129-fold gains in per-capita GDP since 1978, the 

waiving of litigation fees at local courts and the number of lawyers in the region. 

But David Brophy, a lecturer in Chinese history at the University of Sydney, was shocked on a 

recent visit to see barbed-wire fortifications around public buildings and parking-lot attendants 

equipped with bullet-proof jackets. 

"Xinjiang very much feels like a military occupation now," he said, albeit one with an ideological 

objective. "Every night on TV, there was a lot of footage of oath-swearing ceremonies," in 

which people pledged to root out "two-faced people," the label given to Uyghur Communist 

Party members not fully devoted to Chinese policy. 

"It really gave the feel of a serious purge in process," said Dr. Brophy, who first went to Xinjiang 

in 2001, and at one point lived there for a year. 

"The Uyghurs are basically being expected to wage war on themselves," he added. 

Or. Brophy was told that boarding schools are being opened in some Uyghur towns "for local 

children to spend their entire week in a Chinese-speaking environment, and then only going 

home to parents on the weekends." 

Some adult Uyghurs are also being ordered to study Chinese at night schools, a Uyghur scholar 

told The Globe. 
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Regional officials have said Mandarin-language skills are economically valuable. 
' 

The use of Xinjiang's public institutions as tools of state control extends to the health-care 

system, which is being used to collect biometric data, including ONA and iris scans, from all local 

residents between the ages of 12 and 55, a Human Rights Watch report revealed earlier this 

month. 

China has defendedthe program as useful for accurately identifying people and protecting 

national security, saying the collection of such data does not cause any harm. 

But gathering DNA is another example of China reaching into the furthest recesses of people in 

Xinjiang, Human Rights Watch China director Sophie Richardson said. 

"We're seeing the state progressively infiltrate into the most private and minute aspects of 

people's lives," she sa_id. 

"It seems there's no limit on the state's intrusion into Uyghurs' lives, regardless of whether they 

have a basis for doing it." 
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: !' Cordially invites you to attend a 

20!3 APR 22 F'ii t,: 29 Uyghur Cultural Event 

• Featuring 
Uyghur American 

Association 

In Cooperation with 

The Tom Lantos Hu.ma.n 
Rights Commission 

Date: March 5"', 2018, 5:00- 8:00 p.m. 

Place: 2200 Reyburn House Office Building 

Address: 45 Independence Ave. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission 

(formerly known as the Congressional Human 

Rights Caucus) is a bipartisan caucus of the 

United States House of Representatives. Its 

stated mission is "to promote, defend and 

advocate internationally recognized human 

rights norms in a nonpartisan manner, both 

within and outside of Congress, as enshrined in 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 

othe.r relevant human rights inst.ruments." 

Rich Uyghur culture, history, and discussion ofthe current 
political situation of Uyghurs. 

The human rights situation of the (Jyghur people has deteriorated 
rapidly since Xi linping came to power and is now reaching an 
extremely critical point. Uyghurs are subjected to ethnic profiling 
and are unable to move freely without being stopped and searched 
at dozens of checkpoints in major cities. The situation is as bad as 
it has ever been since April :,!017, as .massive Uy!Jhur populations 
are arbitrarily detained or disappeared in Chinese custody for the 
accusation of being "politically incorrect". According to the New York 
Times, more than 500,000 Uyghurs and other Turkic people 
indigenous to East Turkestan being held in those concentration 
camp styled detention centers. Uyghur men, women, and ch.ildren 
at the camp face horrific conditions, including sickness, abuse, 
malnutrition, overpopulated and deplorable hygiene conditions, 
torture and even death. No detainees have been charged or 
sentenced for any crime. 

Thousands of Uyghurs, including students, scholars, artists, and 
others who seek to preserve their Uyghur cultural, linguistic, and 
religious identities are arbitrary imprisoned. China's policy of 
incarceration of Uyghurs treats all Uyghurs as criminals. At. the 
_internation.al level, China h_as been u.sing its. growing powers to try 
and silence criticism in the international forum and. amongst national 
governments. 

China has created a mass surveillance state in East Turkistan using 
advanced technology comparable to those in dystopian tales. During 
a single day, Uyghurs are subject to multiple interrogations and 
security checkpoints with body scanners and monitoring. Moreover, 
tight censorship for internet communication includes contacts with 
relatives abroad through mandatory spyware apps, tracking by 
facial recognition CCTV mon'itors, and mandatory GPS devises on 
cars, aU of which made Uyghurs daily life even unbearable. There is 
no room to breathe freely in East Turkestan. I_n addition, Uyghurs in 
diaspora are having hard timE! contacting their families back in East 
T4rki.st.an due to _harsh an.d adva.nced survei.1.lance system. 

Uyghurs are human beings and .as such have inherent rights outlined 
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Uyghurs in East 
Turkestan are u_nder attack and una.ble to speak up without fear of 
detention arid death although humanity said "No, Never Again!'' to 
concentration camps after the horrors that unfolded in them in the 
last century. If you wantto learn more about Uyghur's hidden story, 
please join us for t_he event that ho.sted by Uyghur American 
Asso.ciation in cooperation with The Tom Lantos Human right 
commission. 

This material Is distributed bv John Ch wot on behalf of World Uyghur Clmg-. 
Additional Information is avoiloble at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 



China: Big Data Fuels Crackdown in Minority Region 
Predictive Policing Program Flags Individuals for Investigations, Detentions 

February 26, 2018 

Chinese police patrolling night market near Id Kah Mosque in Kashgar in China's Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous 
Region, a day before the Eid al-Fitr holiday, June 25, 2017. 

© 2017 AFP PHOTO/ Getty Images 

(New York) Human Rights Watch -Chinese authorities are building and deploying a predictive policing 

program based on big data analysis in Xinjiang, Human Rights Watch said today. The program aggregates 

data about people - often without their knowledge - and flags those it deems potentially threatening to 

officials. 

According to interviewees, some of those targeted are detained and sent to extralegal "political 

education centers" where they are held indefinitely Without charge or trial, and can be subject to abuse. 

"For the first time, we are able to demonstrate that the Chinese government's use of big data and 

predictive policing not only blatantly violates privacy rights, but also enables officials to arbitrarily detain 

people," said Maya Wang, senior China researcher at Human Rights Watch. "People in Xinjiang can't 

resist or challenge the increasingly intrusive scrutiny of their daily lives because most don't even know 

about this 'black box' program or how it works." 



Police officers and local officials tasked with data collection do not appear to explain the reasons for 

such data collection, nor give residents a choice to decline to provide the data, according to 

interviewees. 

An Urumqi0 based businessman shared with Human Rights Watch a form he was made to fill out for 

submission to the IJOP program in 2017. That form asked questions on religious practices, such as how 

many times the person prays every day and name of the person's regular mosque; whether and where 

the person had traveled abroad, including to any of "26 [sensitive] countries"; and their "involvement 

with [political] instability," including via relatives. The form also asks whether the person is a Uyghur, 

has been flagged by the IJOP, and is "trustworthy" to the authorities. 

Another interviewee told Human Rights Watch he had observed the IJOP computer interface in the 

neighborhood committee office on multiple occasions in the past year: 

I saw with my own eyes, on designated computers.,.the names, gender, ID numbers, occupation, 

familial relations, whether that person is trusted, not trusted, detained, subjected to political 

education (and year, month, date) for every Uyghur in that district. Those detained or not 

trusted, their color [coding] is different. Also, the content of the form is different depending on 

what ha.s [already] been filled in. For exa.mple, for Uyghurs who have passports: when they got 

it, where did they go, how long did they stay, when did they come back, did they give their 

passports [to the police], d.id they come back from abroad, the reasons for travelling abroad 

such as family visits, tourism, pursuing studies, business, or others. 

According to official and state media reports, the IJOP regularly "pushes" information of interest and 

lists of names of people of interest to police, Chinese Communist Party, and government officials for 

further investigation. Officials then are supposed to act on these clues that same day (,fii~), including 

through face-to-face visits. The IJOP data is evaluated together with other sources of information, such 

as the person's "general performance" during "study meetings." 

Upon "inspection," individuals "who ought to be taken, should be taken" (/Stzl&-@.4lO into custody, two 

work reports by local fanghuiju teams say. Two people told Human. Rights Wat.ch t.hat they h.ad observed 

the IJOP computer interface generate lists of individuals to be rounded-up by the police. One heard 

police saying that some of those on the list would be detained and/or sent to political ed.uca.tion ce.nters. 

The other said: 

Those pushed by IJOP are detained and investigated. As to how long that investigation takes 

place, nobody knows. During investigation, the person maybe held in the detention center or in 

the "political education" center. [Afterwards] that person can be sentenced to prison or 

subjected to [further] "political education." 

Most reports provide little detail about precisely how the IJOP conducts its analysis. An August 2017 

post by a fanghuiju team noted that IJOP flagged those "villagers who, without reason, failed to pay for 

their mobile phone bills and got disconnected," as well as those "whose phone and video calls involve 

terrorism and violence." An earlier press article dated October 2016 about an unnamed "big data 

platform" in Jiashi County (or Peyziwat County), Kashgar Prefecture, says it analyzes geographic, migrant 
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institutions jointly built a national research institute in Urumqi, with the aim to better equip regional 
authorities with big data powers to discover "hidden social security incidents." 

/JOP and the Strike Hard Campaign in Xinjiang 

Xinjiang, in northwestern China, is home to 11 milli.o.n Uyghurs an(j ot_her predominantly Mu.slim ethnic 

minorities. The Chinese government has imposed pervasive restrictions on fundamental human rights, 

includ.ing freedom of religion, on t.hese minorities, primarily Uyghurs. Th.ese co.ntrols are intri.Js.ive an.d 

personal, including, for example, restrictions on what kind of dress or beard Uyghurs may wear, or what 

name they may give thei.r children. 

Authorities treat expressions of Uyghur identity, including language, culture, and religion, as well as 

aspirations for independence, as one of the "three [evil] forces" (-=.ll2''!4 .71), that is, "separatism, 

terrorism, and extremism." The Chinese government has a long tradition of conflating violent and 

nonviolent forms of political advocacy in Xinjiang, and authorities justify many repressive measures and 

the heavy security presence in the region as necessary in their fight against terrorism. 

Since May 2014, the Chinese government has waged a "Strike Hard Campaign against violent activities 

and terrorism" (i"' JJHHl:i"'jJ~·l'/iii,lii;/J'#Jjijffi;/J), a campaign t.hat seems to have been brought to 

new repressive. heights by Party Secretary Chen Quanguo, appointed in August 2016. 

Official reports suggest that IJOP supports several objectives of the Strike-Hard Campaign. One is to 

un.cover the hidden "violent terrorists" and "criminal groups" as well as those who "challenge ... state 

security, ethnic unity and social stability," all labels that can include Uyghurs who disagree with the 

state, including on trivial matters or issues plainly protected by fundamental human rights. Another is to 

strengthen monitoring and control of people who "float'' - meaning, anyone who is not living in a 

location other than that of their official household registration (hukou), including migrant workers as 

well as anyone who has travelled abroad. 

In practice, what the campaign means for Xinjiang residents who are not ethnic Han (China's 

predominant ethnic group) is that authorities in the past year are redoubling efforts at forced 

assimilation and at severing any foreign ties such residents may have. These efforts include: restricting 

foreign travel by recalling passports, forcing those living abroad to return, imprisoning those with 

foreign connections, strengthening the use of Mandarin language in education while deprioritizing 

minority languages, targeting ''Two-faced" minority officials, and detaining people in "political 

education" centers. Xinjiang authorities have also heightened surveillance efforts, including instituting 

mass collect.ion of DNA.and voice biometrics from in(jividuals betwee.n ages 12 and 65, routinely 

inspecting smartphones for "subversive" content, creating numerous checkpoints on roads and train 

stations, hiring thousands of new security personnel, and building ''convenient" police stations. 

/JOP and the Lack of Privacy Protections 

There are few checks on police surveillance powers, or effective privacy protections against government 

int.rusions in China. The pol.ice do not have to obtain any sort of court order to conduct surveillance, or 

provide any evidence that the people whose data they are collecting are associated with or involved in 

criminal activity. Police bureaus are not required to report surveillance activities to any other. 
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no way constitutes a crime. These people are then at the mercy of a judicial system rife with apuse, 

including torture, that presents defendants only limited scope to contest the state's accusations even 

for ordinary, non-political, crimes. A predictive policing system such as IJOP that focus on individual's 

relationship networks could also place them under suspicion and surveillance, merely because they have 

associated with individuals whom authorities deem politically threatening. 
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DOLKUNISA 

President, WUC 

Dolkun ls.a ls a former stude□t~leader of the pro-democracy demonstrations at Xi1~ji;:ing University in 1988. He forntded 

the Students' Science and Culture Union at the university _in 1987 and worked on programs to eliminate illiteracy and 

to promote science and to lead other sludents in East Turkestan. He was then dismissed from university but completed 

his physics degree via imfo.pcndent study, and \'r'ent on to receive a Master's degree in Politics and Sociology from 

Gazi University in Turkey and a degree in Computer Science in Munich, Germany. After endw·ing persecution from 

the Chinese government, Isa fled China ia 1994 and sought asylum in Europe, and became a citizen of Gcrma.ny in 

2006. 

In November 1996. he played an important role in establishing the .World Uyghur Y~n1th Congress i11 Germany and 

served as Executive Chairman and President. In April 2004, he also played nn important role in the establ'ishment of 

rhc World Uyghur Congress throngh the merger of the East Turkestan National Congress and the World Uyglrnr Youth 

Congress and was elected General Secretary. He has since been presenting. Uyghur human rights issues to the UN 

Human Rights CounciL European Parliament European governments and international lmman rights organizations. 

DoJkun Isa is the cun-ent President of the World Uyghur Congress. 
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Jsa was also 
1
the leader of the students demonstration 011 I 5 June 1988 and was expe'Jled from the university in 

September, 1988 after four months of house arrest and a six hour-long dialogue wirh government officials about the 

studems· demands. fol1owi11g this, he operated a small business and travelled to various cities in China and Easl 

Turkestan to collect information about the Chinese govemmcn!'s Uyghur policy between 1988 and 1990. From 1990 

to 1994, Ile learnt English and Turkish at Beijing Foreign Language U11iversity, and engaged i11 copying and 

distributing relevant Uyghur history books to the Uyglmr community. In 1994, he was forced to leave China and fled 

to Turkey. where he 1·eceived his Ma::;tcr's Degree in Political Science from Gazi University in Ankara. He then 

founded the Eastern Turkestan Youth Union and served as 1he Chaimrn.n during his time in in the country. 

Dolkun Isa has consistently advocated for the rights of the Uyghur people- and has raised the issue in the United 

.Nation.'i, the institutions of the European Union and in individual states. He has worked to mobilize the Uyghur 

diaspora communityto collectively advocate for tl1eir rights and the rights of the Uyghur population in the Uyghur 

Auronomous Region in China. He was rc-,ogni.sed for his efforts in raising awareness of the human rights situation 

facing the Uyghur people and for calling for greater democracy and freedom in China by receiving the Victims of 

Communisn-1 Memorial Foundation's Human Righis Award on 30 March 2016. In 2017. he was elected as the Vice

President of the Unrepre.."iented Nations and Peop'les Organisation (UNPO), of which the World Uyghur Congress is a 

member, In this capacity, he works with other marginalised or unrepres_cnted peoples to collectively strive for 

democracy. freedom and respect for basic humon rights. 
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Introducing the World Uyghur Congress -

The World Uyghur Congress (WUC) is an international organization that' represents the collect_ive interest of t_he Uyghur people both in East 

Turkestan and abroad. 

The WUC was established on 16 April 2004 in Munich, Gcnnany, after the East Turkestan National Congress and the World Uyghur Youth 
i 

Congress merged into one united organizatiOn. The main objective ofWUC is to promote the right of the Uyghur people to use peaceful, nonviolent, 

i 
and democratic means to determine the pol,iticaJ future of East Turkestan. The WUC is a democratic organization. All of WUC leadership was 

democratically elected by the participants ~om all over the world in the General Assembly. They all serve a three~year tenn. WUC has close 

contacts and working relations with most, Uyghur organizations in the world that peacefully promote human rights, religious freedom, and 

democracy for the Uyghur people in East T!,!rkestan. 

The WUC engages in a wide-range of awareness raising and advocacy campaigns about the human rights siruation for Uyghurs in the PRC, 

concentrating on United States Congress in Washington, EU member states, and EU and UN human rights mechanisms. We continue to work 

closely with the EU Commission (especially the EEAS), the EU Parliament (including the EU Sub-committee on Human Rights), NGOs, the UN 

Treaty Bodies, to whiCh we regularly submit alternative reports (CERD, CAT, CEDAW) and UN Special Procedures (the Special Rapporteurs, 

Independent Experts and Working Groups).; 

The WUC also participates actively with the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) throughout the year and submits written statements and reports, 

www.uyghurcongress.org. 

For additional information delivers oral stat_ements to plenary sessions, and organizes side events that focus on Chinese human rights abuses. The 

UN Forum on Minority Issues has also presented us with ample opportunity to raise the Uyghur issue in the context of other groups facing 

comparable discriminatory treatment around the world. The President of the WUC is Dolkun Isa (Gennany) and Chainnan of the Executive 

Committee is Omer Kanat (USA). 

Mission Statement 

The main objective of the WUC is to prorriote democracy, htiman rights and freedom for the Uyghur people and use peaceful, nonviolent, and 

democratic means to detennine their political future. By representing as the sole legitimate organization of the Uyghur people both in East Turkestan 
I 

and abroad, WUC endeavors to set out a co~rse for the peaceful settlement of the East Turkestan Question through dialogue and negotiation. The 

WUC d_eclares a nonviolent and peaceful opposition movement against Chinese occupation of East Turkestan and an unconditiona1 adherence to 

the international accepted human rights standard as laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and adherence to the principals of 

This material Is distributed by John Chwat on behalf of World Uyghur Congress. 
Additional information Is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C 



e World Uyghur Congress 

democratic pluralism and rejection of totalitarianism, religious intolerance, and terrorism as an instrument of policy. The web site for the WUC is 

on the WUC contact John Chwat, Washington, DC Representative, john@thechwatgroup.com, Tel. 703-566-3805 

This material Is dlst,U,,,ted by John Chwat on behalf of World Uyghur Congress. 
Additional Information Is avallable at the Departmeirl of Justice, Washington, D.C 



DOLKUNISA 

President, WUC 

Dolkun Isa is a former student-leader of the pro-democracy demonstrations at Xinjiang University in 1988. He founded 

the Students' Science and Culture Union at the university in 1987 and worked on programs to eliminate illiteracy and 

to promote science and to lead other students in East Turkestan. He was then dismissed from university but completed 

his physics degtee via independent study, and went on to receive a Master's degree in Politics and Sociology from 

Gazi University in Turkey and a degtee in Computer Science in Munich, Germany. After enduring persecution from 

the Chinese government, Isa fled China in 1994 and sought asylum in Europe, and became a citizen of Germany in 

2006. 

In November 1996, he played an important role in establishing the World Uyghur Youth Congress in Germany and 

served as Executive Chairman and President. In April 2004, he also played an important role in the establishment of 

the World Uyghur Congress ihrough the merger of the East Turkestan National Congress and the World Uyghur Youth 

Congress and was elected General Secretary. He has since been presenting Uyglmr human rights issues to the UN 

Human Rights Council. European Parliament, European governments and international human rights organizations. 

Dolkun Isa is the cun·ent President of the World Uyghur Congtess. 



Isa was also the leader of the students demonstration on 15 June 1988 and was expelled from the university in 

September, I 98~ after four months of house arrest and a six hour-long dia_Jogue wi(h government officials about the 

students demands. Following this, he operated a small business and travelled to various cities in China and East 

Turkestan to collect information about the Chinese government's Uyghur policy between 1988 and I 990. From 1990 

to 1994. he learnt EngJish and Turkish at Beijing Foreign L,;mg1+_age University, and engaged in copying and 

distributing relevant Uyghur history books to the Uyghur community. In 1994, he was forced to leave China and fled 

to Turkey. where he received his Masters Degree in Political Science from Gazi University in Ankara. He then 

founded the Eastern Turkestan Youth Union and served as the Chairman during his time in in the country. 

Dolkun Isa has consistently advocated for the rights of the Uyghur people and has raised the issue in the United 

Nations, the institutions of the European Union and in individual states. He has worked to mobilize the Uyghur 

diaspora community to collectively advocate for their rights and the rights of the Uyghur population in the Uyghur 

Autonomous Region in China. He was recognised for his efforts in raising awareness of the human rights situation 

facing the Uyghur people and for calling for greater democracy and freedom in China by receiving the Victims of 

Communism Memorial Foundation's Human Rights Award on 30 March 2016. In 2017. he was elected as the Vice

President of the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation (UNPO), of which the World Uyghur Congress is a 

member. In this capacity, he works with other marginalised or unrepresented peoples to collectively strive for 

democracy~ freedom and respect for basic human rights. 
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Chairman of the Executive Committee WUC 

Omer Kanat was born in Ghulja city in East Turkestan and current Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 

World Uyghur Congress. He helped found UHRP in 2003, as well as the World Uyghur Youth Congress, where he 

served for two terms as President from 1996 to 2000. He helped found and has served as the Vice-President of the 

World UyghurCongress since 2006, prior to taking up the position of Director of UHRP in 2017, Mr. Kanai 

simultaneously served as the International Outreach Coordinator for the World Uyglmr Congress. Director of the 

International Uyghur and Human Rights and Democracy Foundation (IUHRDF) and Vice-President of the Uyghur

American Association. From 1999 to 2009 Mr. Kanat was the Senior Editor of Radio Free Asia's Uyghur Service, 

where he covered the War in Afghanistan and Iraq, edited Uyghur-language news, conducted exclusive interviews 

with prominent figures in Inner Asia, including his holiness the Dalai Lama, and reported on break_ing news from 

around the world. In addition, he served as the Editor and later Senior Editor of Radio Free Europe/ Radio Libeny's 

Tajik Service. Mr. Kanai is fluent in English, Gernian, Uyghur, Turkish, Persian, Tajik, Dari, Uzbek, and is 

functionally proficient in the Kyrgyz and Kazakh languages. 



Radio Free Asia 

Xinjiang Authorities Launch Anti-Religion 
Campaign Through Local Police Stations 
2018-02-12 

Uyghur security personnel patrol near the Id Kah Mosque in Kashgar city, Nov. 4, 2017. 

Reported by Shohret Hoshur for RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by Alim Seytoff. Written in English by 

Joshua Lipes. 

(Radio Free Asia) 

Authorities in Kashgar (in Chinese, Kashi), in northwest China's Xinjiang region, have launched an 

antireligion propaganda d.rive through local police stations, whose officers are rolling the campaign out 

to residents of the mostly ethnic Uyghur-populated prefecture, sources said. 

A purported photo of a group of policemen from Kashgar's Maralbeshi (Bachu) county holding a banner 

with the slogan "We Must Solemnly Reject Religion, Must Not Believe in Religion" recently drew 

attention on the WeChat social media channel, suggesting the launch of a campaign in the prefecture, 

which has one of Xinjiang's largest concentrations of Uyghur Muslims. 

An officer in Maralbeshi's Yengisheher township police station, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 

recently confirmed to RFA's Uyghur Service that the photo had been taken in his department as part of 

the campaign, before hanging up the phone. 



Officers from i1wo additional township police stations in Maralbeshi-Shi Tong and Awat-also 

confirmed that they were taking part in the anti-religion drive, before terminating the call. 

I 
Sources told RFA that the campaign began around two months ago and is intended to undermine the 

Islamic faith of loca.1 re.sidents. 

It was not immediately clear which level of government had initiated the campaign or how it was being 

carried out in Xinjiang, where Uyghurs complain of pervasive et.hnic discrimination, religious repression, 

and cultural suppression under Chinese rule. 

While Chinese authorities have claimed that previous crackdowns on religion are meant to weed out a 

sm.all minority of the region's population whom they deem ''extremists," Uyghur activists in exile 

maintain that they in fact target Islam and the Uyghur people, and the wording of the new campaign 

suggests a much broader scope. 

Further investigation into the "We Must Solemnly Reject Religion, Must Not Believe in Religion" drive 

found that it is also under way elsewhere in Kashgar, as well as other parts of the Xinjiang region. 

A police officer at the Baghawat township police station in Kashgar's Yarkand (Shache) county confirmed 

to RFA that his department was taking part in the campaign, before refusing to answer further questions 

a.nd hanging up the phone. 

And a supervisor at the Aykol township police station, in the seat of Aksu (Akesu) prefecture, said 

officers were also participating in the campaign there, but would not discuss the scale of the drive or 

who its intended targets were, citing rules of confidentiality for the police force. 

"Yes, we are all aware of it," said the supervisor, who also asked to remain unnamed. 

"Currently this campaign is being carried out in all government sectors, so how is it possible that we 

would not be aware of it?" 

He referred additional questions to the head of the department-a party secretary surnamed Li, who he 

said was in a meeting and could not take a call at the time. 

But an officer at the Qarqu township police station, in Hotan (Hetian) prefecture's Keriye Nah_iyisi 

(Yutian) county, told RFA that the campaign was being propagated to area law enforcement as well as 

"the general public." 

Prior "anti 0 religious extremism" campaigns have been spread through the government's regional 

Communist Party cadres and propaganda officers, and the new campaign is the first known example of 

law enforcement taking part. 



And while th!l authorities have openly restricted party members and cadres from religious activities in 
the past, the new campaign also marks the first known instance of religious restrictions extending to the 

police and local residents. 

RFA was unable to determine whether those who refuse to follow the campaign will face punishment for 

continuing to practice their religion. 

Police display an anti-religion propaganda banner in Kashgar's Marolbeshi county, February 2018. 

Credit: WeChat 

Heavy crackdown 

Since April last year, Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist" and "politically incorrect" views have 

been detained in political re-education camps throughout Xinjiang. 

Authorities have relied on a list circulated early last year of "75 Signs of Religious Extremism" to detain 

Uyghurs amid a string of harsh policies attacking their legitimate rights and freedoms enacted since 

Communist Party secretary Chen Quanguo was appointed to run the region in August 2016. 

Among the signs of extremism on the list were "storing or purchasing large quantities of food for home" 

and "acting abnormal," and "praying in groups in public outside of mosques." 

But Communist Party secretaries in villages in Hotan prefecture recently told RFA that they were notified 

in April 2017 of several new "signs of extremism" security personnel should look for to determine 

wheth.er a Uyghur is at risk of becoming an Islamic "radical." 

The new signs included those who, when at prayer, stand with their legs wide apart and place their 

hands above their chest, dye their hair red with henna, grow their hair or beards long, wear short 

trousers, or wear a watch on their right wrist, the sources said. 

China regularly conducts "strike hard" campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and language ofthe Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 



While China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated the threat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 2009. 
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Threat of Re-Education Camp Drives 
Uyghur Who Failed Anthem Recitation to 
Suicide 
2018-02-05 

Children ride on the bock of o tricycle of o Uyghur sweets vendor in Yorkond, Xinjiang, June 24, 2017. 

Reported by Shohret Hoshiir fot RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by RFA's Uyghur Service. Written in 
English by Joshua Lipes. 

(Radio Free Asia) 

A Uyghur resident of Kashgar (in Chinese, Kashi) prefecture, in northwest China's Xinjiang region, 

committed suicide after he was threatened with detention in a political re-education camp because he 

was un.able to recite the national anthem in Chinese instead of his native Uyghur language, according to 

officials. 



Since April la~t year, ethnic Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist" and "politically incorrect" views 
have been detained in re-education camps throughout Xinjiang, where members of the ethnic group 

have long romplained of pervasive discrimination, religious repression, and cultural suppression under 

Chinese rule. 

While investigating social media reports of an alleged protest in Kashgar's Yarkand (Shache) county, 

RFA's UyghurService determined that a separate incident occurred recently in which a Uyghur named 

Tursun Ablet had hanged himself at his home in No. 1 village of the county's Tomosteng township. 

According to officers who answered the phone at the Tomosteng Police Station, Ablet-a man in his 40s 

who is the father of three children-committed suicide on Jan. 28, and was discovered by his wife, 

before members of the provincial Publ.ic Security Bureau arrived to investigate. 

"He hanged himself with a rope," said one officer, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

"I heard it was related to the class he was attending, and that something had affected him," he said. 

"the classes were arranged by the Family Committee for people to study the Chinese language, 

[Communist) party regulations, and so on. As it is the wintertime [and not farming season], it is also to 

prevent men from taking part in activities that affect social stability." 

A second officer at the station named ''llham" said that a police investigation had determined that Able! 

"was struggling with his studies" before his death. 

"[Ablet's wife] said that the previous evening, after returning from the tralning course, he complained 

about the lessons, saying, 'What kind of life is this?"' 1 lham said. 

"She said, 'In the morning when he left the house, I thought he had gone to the class. I went to our old 

house to feed the chickens and I found he had hanged himself."' 

According to llham, Ablet's wife explained that he had "complained about the difficulties he faced in 
learning how to read and write the Chinese language, saying 'Other people can read and write, but I 

cannot.'11 

Mandarin Chinese and the Uyghur language-which is Turkic.,c.differ significantly, and Uyghurs speak 

Chinese at varying levels of proficiency, depending on where they live, how they have been educated, 

and their occupations. 

1.lh.am said it was unclear whether Ablet held particularly strong beliefs with regard to his Muslim faith, 

and if that had been a factor in his difficulties in the class. 

"All his life he Worked as a laborer-he was a very quiet man who kept to himself," II ham said, adding, 

"He looked after his family doing odd jobs daily." 



I 
He said he believed Ablet's suicide was motivated by "verbal harassment" and "abuse of his dignity" he 

I 
endured at the class. 

Statements from classmates 

A third officer-who was part of an investigation unit comprised of village and township cadres, as well 

as police-read RFA statements taken from residents familiar with Ablet and his treatment at the 

training course. 

A statement from Ablimit Abliz said that oil the morning of Jan. 25, about 200 people aged 16 to 45 

attended a training course at Bagh Hoyla Family Committee Hall, and that 17 people In the class

including Ablet-were unable to recite the national anthem when asked to stand and do so. 

The head of the Family Committee, Mehmet Tursun Mahmut, told the group that if they could not learn 

to recite both the national anthem and the Oath of Allegiance to the Communist Party by Jan. 29, he 

would "send us to a re-education camp for between six months and five years." 

"On Jan. 27, 11 out of the 17 people passed the recitation of the national anthem and the Oath of 

Allegiance test, and the remaining six failed it," Ablii's statement reads. 

"After class, the six people who failed were kept in the building and forced to carry out cleaning tasks," it 

said, adding that Abliz was unsure what the group was told after they were finished with th.e work. 

According to the statement, Ma.h.mut had made a similar threat at a class at the Yengisheher Family 

Committee on the morning of Jan. 24, when he called attendees "stupid donkeys" and told them they 

would be sent to a re-education camp for up to five years if they could not recite the anthem and the 

oath within three days. 

A second statementfrom Turdi Tursun confirmed that six people were forced to carry out a cleaning 

task after Mehmet Tursun swore at them in front of the class on Jan. 25 at Bagh Hoyla Family 

Committee Hall. 

"He shouted, 'Why didn't you complete the task that I told you to do within the time allotted? You are 

all stupid, ignorant donkeys."' 

The officer who read the statements said investigators had not determined whether Mehmet Tursun 

was responsible for Ablet's death, as they had only asked about whether abuse had taken place during 

the classes he attended. 

"According to witnesses, Mehmet Tursun Mahmut told him that he had until the 29th to remember and 

recite everything," he said, adding that he believed Ablet was frightened about the consequences of 

failing to do so. 



' He said Ablet:was discovered hanging from a trellis supporting grapevines in the courtyard of his old 
home, and that he had used a pile of bricks to position himself. 

An ambulance team pronounced Ablet dead at the scene without bringing him to the hospital, and he 

was buried on the same day, the officer said. 

Ablet had never committed any crimes and had no record of arguments with his neighbors or others, he 

added. 

Camp network 

Prior reporting by RFA's Uyghur Service found that as arrests in Xinjiang increased. around t.he sensitive 

19th Communist Party Congress in Beijing in October, the region's re-education camps have been 

inundated by detainees, who are forced to endure cramped and squalid conditions in the facilities. 

Chinese authorities have not publicly acknowledged the existence of re-education camps in Xinjiang, and 

the number of inmates kept in each facility remains a closely guarded secret, but Uyghur activists 

estimate that up to 1 million Uyghurs have been detained throughout the region since April 2017. 

Since Xinjiang party chief Chen Quanguo was appointed to his post in August 2016, he has initiated 

unprecedented repressive measures against the Uyghur people and ideological purges against so-called 

"two-faced" Uyghur officials-a term applied by the government to Uyghurs who do not willingly follow 

directives and exhibit signs of "disloyalty." 

China regularly conducts "strike hard" campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and language of the Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 

While China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated the threatfrom the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead si.nce 2009. 
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Uyghur Inmates in XinJiang's Koria City 
Endure Overcrowded Re-Education Camps 
2018-01-03 

Police officers on duty in the vicinity of a center believed to be used for re-education in Xinjiang's Koria 

city, Nov. 2, 2017. 

Reported by Shohret Hoshur for RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by RFA's Uyghur Service. Written in 
English by Joshua Lipes. 

/Radio Free Asia) 

Political re-educat.ion camp inmates in Koria (in Chinese, Kuerle) city, in northwest China's Xinjiang 

region, endure cramped and squalid conditions in facilities where as many as 1,000 detainees are 

admitted every few days, according to a former official. 

Since April last year, ethnic Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist" and "politically incorrect" views 

have been detained in re-education camps throughout Xinjiang, where members of the ethnic group 



have long complained of pervasive discrimination, religious repression, and cultural suppression under 
Chinese rule. 

Sources recently told RFA's Uyghur Service that detention centers in Koria, the seat of central Xinjiang's 

Bayin'gholin Mongol (Bayinguoleng Menggu) Autonomous Prefecture, are "completely full" and have 

been turning detainees away because they could not accommodate them. 

An employee at the central Koria Detention Center did not deny that the facility was overcrowded, but 

said he was not authorized to speak to people over the phone. The head and deputy chiefof the center 

were unavailable for comment, he added, suggesting that inquiries be directed to the local Public 

Security Bureau. 

An official with the Judicial Office in Karla's Qosheriq township told RFA that while he didn't have the 

exact number of inmate.s held at area re-education camps, "it's been over a month since I heard that the 

centers were full," adding that "people are taken to them, but can't be admitted." 

He referred further inquiries to Karla's Central Management Office, including questions about whether 

those who had been turned away were sent back to their home villages. 

One thousand processed 

But Naman Bawdun, the former head and Communist Party secretary of Bashawat village, in Karla's 

Awat township, said that during the tourse of a few days last month he had joined around 1,000 people 

awaiting health checks at the city's main hospital, ahead of being admitted to re-education camps. 

According to Bawdun, despite his exemplary work as an official and loyalty to Beijing, h.is wife was 

detained on Oct. 9 for allegedly "allowing others to preach religion," after workers were said to have 

delivered Islamic sermons at her carpet factory. 

His daughter was removed from her position in the local police force a week later and Bawdun was held 

in police custody from Nov. 30 to Dec. 2, before being brought to the hospital to undergo a medical 
examination as part of the intake process for entering a local re-education camp. 

"I was taken for a medical examination at the hospital, where I saw around 500 people/ he said. 

"I witnessed women who fainted, as well as many men over the age of 70-a number of whom were 

being looked after by their children. They were all there for medical check-ups before being taken to the 

detention centers." 

Bawdun said that at around 7:30 p.m.-more than four hours after arriving at the hospital-he 

completed his medical exam and was moved to a large half outside of a re-education camp, where he 

and others waited to be processed and admitted. 



"I saw 500-600 people waiting In a hall, many of whom were sleeping on the floor ... before being 

assigned to a place in the re-education camp, one 0 by0 one, after their medical reports had been 

checked," he said. 

"My turn came at 4:00 a.m .... but I was turned away as I had failed my health check. When I went back 

through the gate to the hall, again I saw people sleeping on the floor everywhere." 

When asked whether the people could have included visitors that were waiting to see their detained 

family members, Bawdun said it was "impossible." 

"No one is allowed to visit the center or its detainees, so everyone there was waiting to be imprisoned," 

he said. 

'Stop bringing people' 

Bawdun said that on the day he was brought to the re-education camp, a friend was also processed and 

admitted, although contacts from the Bayin'gholin Mongol Autonomous Prefectural Public Security 

Bureau and the detention center bailed him out three to four days later based on a health condition. 

While inside, the friend said he had seen officials from the re-education camp tell the police to "stop 

bringing people ... as it is already too full." 

He described cells that had previously held eight people now accommodating 14 inmates, who "were 

not allowed pillows" and "had to lay on their sides because there was not enough room to lay flat," let 

alone space to turn over or stretch their legs. 

Other acquaintances told Bawdun that they had seen "detainees walking barefoot," and that inmates 

were "not allowed clothes with buttons or metal zippers," belts, shoelaces, or "even underwear" in 

some cases, despite average low temperatures of around 15 degrees Fahrenheit (-10 degrees Celsius) at 

night in December. 

Bawdun was unable to confirm how many people are typically admitted to area re-education camps on a 

daily basis, but said those he saw during his visit consisted of detainees being processed "from Dec. 13," 

and that the chief of the center he went to had ordered police to stop bringing them on the last of the 

three days. 

Weeks later, he said, a police acquaintance had told him that detainees were being processed at the 

camps again, although he did not specify how many. 

'Like a brother' 

The former village chief, who has been a party member since 2009 and was one of only four residents of 

Xinjiang to have ever received China's "Ethnic Unity Prize," said he remains unsure of exactly what he 

had done to earn a visit to a detention center last month. 



"When I was the district secretary, my relationship with the Han Chinese was like that of a brother

when I had any celebrations I invited them, and they invited me, and when they leased land of 50 mu 

(8.2 acres) but extended it another 20 or 30 mu (3.3-5 acres), I turned a blind eye," Bawdun said. 

"But now I'm in a terrible situation. I used to be the person who led my cadres house to house, 

promoting ethnic unity, and educating people on government policies in order to prevent illegal 

activities. All of a sudden, I'm the person receiving this education, and the working group comes to see 

me almost daily, taking photographs of me to document their visit." 

Since Xinjiang party chief Chen Quanguo was appointed to his post in August 2016, he has initiated 

several harsh policies targeting religious freedom in the region. 

China regularly conducts "strike hard" campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and language of the Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 

Whi.1.e China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated the threat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 2009. 



Most Pressing Issues for Uyghurs in 2018 

The repression of the Uyghur people has been well documented in numerous reports by Non
Governmental Organisations like Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International and by 
national governments, as evidenced in the United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom's Annual Report for 2017. The situation has deteriorated dramatically since Xi Jinping 
came to power and Uyghurs in particular have borne the brunt of increasingly draconian policies 
restricting basic rights to freedom of religion, freedom of expression and the right to learn in their 
native language. 

Oppressive Security and Surveillance 

The strategic location of the Uyghur Autonomous Region in relation to Chinese President Xi 
Jinping's economic and geopolitical centrepiece, the 'Belt and Road Initiative', has resulted in a 
dramatic increase in security in the region. The escalation in repressive security presence and 
invasive surveillance the techniques began Chen Quanguo became the Chinese Communist 
Party Secretary for the region. He was previously the party secretary for Tibet and was infamous 
for his oppressive and suffocating approach to security. Chen Quanguo has now exported these 
tactics to use on the Uyghur people. He was awarded for these efforts at the 19th Party 
Congress by Xi Jinping and was appointed to the Po.litburo. 

Invasive Surveillance Measures 
Chinese authorities in the Uyghur Autonomous region have used invasive and dystopian 
techniques to monitor and control the Uyghur population. Chen Quanguo has implemented a 
'grid style' approach to security, subjecting Uyghurs to numerous roadblock.s where they are 
ethnically profiled and searched. Mobile phones and computers are looked through for any 
unauthorized religious material and to see if there is any communication with individuals outside 
of China. 

Security cameras are omnipresent in major cities and even in rural areas. Chinese authorities in 
the region have been pioneering use of facial recognition technology to more easily keep 
monitor and supress any expressions of dissent. Even more concerning is recent efforts by the 
Chinese government to collect the DNA samples and biometric data (with the help of US 
company Thermo Fisher Scientific) of all Uyghurs, human rights activists and dissidents with the 
goal of creating a single biometric database. 

Big Data and Predictive Policing 
Academics and human rights NGOs alike expressed grave concern this year at China's use of 
'big data' and 'predictive policing' in its security approach in the Uyghur Autonomous Region. 
The big data policing platforms aggregate and analyse massive amounts of citizen's information 
in the interest of security and tries to analyse tries and predict future behaviour. This approach 
not only totally dehumanises security and policing, it also amplifies any bias present in the data. 
As the Uyghur people have been discriminated against due to their religion, culture and ethnicity, 
this is a big concern. The 'big data' approach to security not only is very intrusive and violates 
the right to privacy, the Chinese authorities are acting on its predictions, arresting and sending 
thousands of innocent Uyghurs to 're-education' camps. 

'Re-education' Camps 
As documented by Human Rights Watch, the World Uyghur Congress and numerous other 
organisations, in 2017 thousands of Uyghurs have been wrongfully sent to 're-education' camps 
and are being arbitrarily detained for exercising their basic rights to freedom of expression, 
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freedom of religion or even for being related or associated to dissidents or those with ties 
overseas. The primary function of these camps is to indoctrinate the detainees and force them to 
forsake their cultural and religious identities. Multiple reports have stated that the conditions in 
the camps are very poor, with Uyghur detainees forced to live in overcrowded and squalid 
rooms. 

Uyghur Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

The Chinese government pursues Uyghur refugees and asylum seeke.rs beyond its borders, 
using its growing influence and economic power to pressure national governments to return 
them to China. Those who are forcibly returned to China are often subjected to enforced 
disappearance, torture, arbitrary detention or death. In July of 2017, 200 Uyghur students were 
arrested in Egypt, likely at the behest of China. There has been no evidence of the students 
committing any wrongdoing, yet at least 22 Uyghur students were forcibly returned to China and 
have since disappeared. Last month ii emerged that 2 Uyghur students who had returned to 
China voluntarily were arrested on their return and died in Chinese custody. 

5 Uyghur Asylum Seekers i.n Bulgaria 
At the time of writing, 5 Uyghur asylum seekers sit in the Lyumbimets Detention Centre in 
Bulgaria. They were arrested and detained on 27 July 2017 after crossing the border from 
Turkey Four of them had been a legal resident in Turkey after travelling from Malaysia seeking 
asylum and 1 of them had been a student in Egypt and fled after Egyptian authorities began to 
round up Uyghur students in early July 2017. Their applications for asylum were denied by the 
Bulgarian immigration authorities and they are currently appealing these decisions. If urgent 
action is not taken, they will likely be forcibly returned to China, despite an objective and well
founded fear of being persecuted and having their basic rights violated, if they are returned. 

11 Uyghur Asylum Seekers Arrested in Malaysia 
Eleven Uyghur refugees were arrested in Malaysia on and are at risk of imminent deportation to 
China. They were part of the 20 Uyghur asylum seekers who escaped from the Thai Refugee 
Detention Center in November 2017 and fled to Malaysia, after being detained there since 2014 
with no end to their detention in sight. They belonged to a larger group of 360 Uyghurs refugees 
who were detained back in 2014 in the Southern Thai region of Songhla. After one year Thai 
authorities let 173 Uyghur refugees mostly children and women to be transferred to Turkey and 
deported back 109 men to China. The fate of those taken away by China are not known to this 
day. There is a very concerning possibility that the 11 Uyghurs arrested in Malaysia may suffer a 
similar fate. 

Reprisals Against Family Members 
The family members of Uyghur asylum seekers and students, who have remained in China are 
also targeted and punished. In 2017, 33 relatives of prominent Uyghur activist Rebiya Kadeer 
were arrested and arbitrarily detained, due solely to their association with her. Many Uyghurs 
living abroad have suddenly lost all contact with their families and loved ones still living in the 
Uyghur Autonomous Region this year and have no information about their whereabouts or well
being. It has been well documented that Uyghurs in the Uyghur Autonomous Region are 
subjected to searches where their phones are confiscated. They are ordered to cease all 
communication with all Uyghur relatives, friends and associates who are living abroad. This 
policy is not only a serious violation of their right to privacy, it is ripping generations of Uyghur 
families apart. 
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The World Uyghur Congress (WUC) is an international organization that represents the collective 
interests of the Uyghur people in both East Turkestan and abroad. The principle objective of the 
WUC is to promote democracy, human rights and freedom for the Uyghur people and use 
peaceful, nonviolent and democratic means to determine their future. Acting as the sole legitimate 
organization of the Uyghur people in both East Turkestan and abroad, WUC endeavors to set out 
a course for the peaceful settlement of the East Turkestan Question through dialogue and 
negotiation. 

The WUC supports a nonviolent and peaceful opposition movement against Chinese occupation of 
East Turkestan and an unconditional adherence to internationally recognized human rights 
standards as laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It adheres to the principles 
of democratic pluralism and rejects totalitarianism, religious intolerance and terrorism as an 
instrument of policy. 

For more information, please visit our website: www.uyghurcongress.org 
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Uyghurs are a Turk.ic et.hnic group who have now become minorities in their own homeland, East 
Turkestan (called the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region by China), which spans over 1.6 million 
square kilometers, making it the largest administrative division in China. More than 11 million 
Uyghurs - majority Muslim and ethnically and culturally similar to other Central Asian nations - live 
in East Turkesta'n (aka the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, XUAR). 

Despite the Chinese government's claim that the rapid economic and social development has 
created a harmonious, stable and satisfactory social environment, the Uyghurs have always had a 
troubled relationship with Chinese Communist Party (CCP) central government authorities. Facing 
a Beijing-Supported influx of Chinese migrants, harsh repression of political dissent, and limitations 
on the expression of their distinct identity, Uyghurs are struggling for cultural survival. 

To help you better understand the urgency and scale of the human rights issues, we would like to 
provide a report about the intensifying human rights violations in the Uyghur region, including China's 
most recent unlawful mass detention of the Uyghurs. 

1. Freedom of Expression 

The October 2015 annual report ofthe US Congressional-Executive Commission on China (CECC) 
states that Chinese officials introduced policies regulating some of the most personal expressions 
of Uyghur Muslims' religious faith, including circumcisions, weddings, and funerals. Authorities 
adopted new regulations limiting the role of religion in education as well as parents' ability to involve 
their children in religious activities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (CECC, 2017, p. 8). 
The report also indicated that Chinese authorities continue to harass, detain, and imprison 
democracy advocates who exercised their rights to freedom of speech, assembly, and 
demonstration (CECC, 2017, p. 55). Independent writers and blog administrators imprisoned or 
detained over the past few years in East Turkestan (Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region). 
Nurmuhemmet Yasin (PEN America, 2013) who sentenced 10 years imprisonment for writing an 
allegorical short story "Wild Pigeon," probably died in jail. llham Tohti, an economist, had been 
conducting research on the relationship between Uyghurs and Han Chinese, is now serving a life 
sentence charges of separatism. He earned the Martin Ennals Awards in 2016 (Amnesty 
International, October 11, 2016). 

It has been reported that central and regional officials placed strict restrictions on communication 
tools. Officials tightened the controls on cell phone use. Xinjiang authorities ordered residents to 
install a spyware application called Jingwang Weishi, ("Web Cleansing Guard") on their cell phones 
in order to government to surveil their online activities, monitoring any "illegal religious" content 
(Oiwan Lam, 2017). The Chinese government also extensively censors the internet and access to 
virtual private networks (VPN) inside China, has a.lso at times fought the filming of treaty body 
reviews and making them available via the internet. According to the news, the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology of China said in a notice on its website that it is launching a nationwide 
clean-up campaign aimed at internet service providers, internet data centers, and content delivery 
network companies. The ministry said it was forbidden to create or rent communication channels, 
including VPNs, without governmental approval, to run cross-border operations (Sijia Jiang, 2017). 
VPN is known to be used for access some social media websites like Facebook and Twitter, which 
are restricted in China. VPNs are likely listed among "terrorist equipment" in Xinjiang (Qiao Long, 
2016). According to RFA, police in XUAR's Changji city detained a man for allegedly "downloading 
violent and terrorist circumvention software" on Oct. 13 last year, indicating the serious 
consequences of using VPNs in East Turk.estan (Qiao Long, 2016). 

2. Restrictions on Religious Activities 

In 2017, Chinese Communist Party continued to restrict the already limited space for expression, 
religious activity, and peaceful assembly, Restrictions on religious freedom are intensifying, 
particularly in the East Turkestan (Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region) and Tibetan autonomous 
areas. Authorities adopted new regulations limiting the role of religion in education as well as parents' 
ability to involve their children in religious activities. The regulations also banned Islamic dress, 
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' including veils a~d "irregular'' beards, and prohibited parents from naming their children any of a list 
of dozens of "ls!amic" names deemed "extremist." Families who failed to comply with the name 
prohibition risked denial of household registration (hukou) for their newborns, thereby restricting their 
access to social I services such as education and healthcare. Later reports indicated that the name 
prohibition was extended to include anyone up to the age of 16 (CECC, 2017, p 8). 

In East Turkestan (Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region) region, Chinese authorities also ordered 
ethnic minority Muslim families to hand in religious items including prayer mats and copies of the 
Quran to the authorities, according to R.FA news (Qiao Long, 2017). 

The government restricts religious practice to five officially recognized religions and only in officially 
approved religious premises. The government retains control over religious personnel appointments, 
publications, finances, and seminary applications. President Xi gave a major speech on religion, 
during which he warned against "overseas infiltrations through religious means," and called on 
religions to "Sinicize" or "adopt Chinese characteristics" (HRW, 2017). 

In 2016 Beijing issued a white paper, Freedom of Religious Belief in East Turkestan (Xinjiang), that 
alleged the government protects "normal" religious activities and respects citizens' religious needs 
and customs. Just days later, however, the government once again imposed its annual ban on the 
observance of Ramadan; authorities prevented government employees, students, and children from 
fasting, a.nd in some cases praying, during Ramadan. As of November 1, 2016, Uyghur Muslim 
parents are forbidden from including their children in any religious activity, and citizens are 
encouraged to inform authorities about their neighbors who may be involved in government
prohibited activities. Authorities continue to restrict men from wearing beards and women from 
wearing headscarves and face-covering veils. According to reports, in 2016 the Chinese government 
destroyed thousands of mosques in East Turkestan (Xinjiang), purportedly because the buildings 
were considered a threat to public safety (USCIRF, 2017, p.34). 

3. "Bilingual Education" Policy 

July 2017 education Department issued a directive requiring full instruction in Mandarin beginning 
in preschool and banning the use of Uyghur in all educational activities and management, 
threatening punishment if the directive is not followed ( UHRP ~. 2017). 

Under "bilingual education," class instruction takes place primarily in Mandarin Chinese, largely 
replacing instruction in languages spoken by ethnic minority groups. In June 2017, education officials 
in Hotan prefecture, XUAR, banned the use of the Uyghur language in schools through the 
secondary school level, "in order to strengthen elementary and middle/high school bilingual 
education." The ban includes a prohibition on Uyghur-language signage on school grounds, as well 
as the use of Uyghur in schools' public activities and educational management work. In March 2017, 
state media announced that authorities would strengthen preschool "bilingual education" in the 
XUAR by building or expanding a total of 4,387 "bilingual kindergartens" and hiring 10,000 "bilingual 
teachers" in 2017 (CECC, 2017, p.55). 

These measures are the most restrictive language policies in the regional education system to date 
and indicate the policy to move all Uyghur children into the "bilingual" education system is 
accelerating. Despite its name, "bilingual" education is effectively monolingual through its provision 
of classes in the Mandarin language. The program undermines key parts of the Uyghur people's 
cultural distinctiveness and facilitates the assimilation of Uyghurs into Han culture. 

WUC has been alarming that this marginalization of the Uyghur language will lead to the end of 
formal education for Uyghur students in their own language. 

China has laws protecting the use of minority languages, including in the education system. Article 
4 of the Chinese constitution protects the freedom of minorities to use their own language, and Article 
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37 of the Regionlal Ethnic Autonomy Law states that schools in autonomous regions should use the 
ethnic language las the primary medium of instruction. 

International hum.an rights instruments also outline standards on ethnic minority rights to receive an 
' education in their own language. These include Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, Article 4 of the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious 
and Linguistic Minorities, and Article 6 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The Chinese government should realize that its efforts to undermine important facets of Uyghur 
identity will not so.Ive the underlying issues of marginalization and inequality and even should respect 
both its own laws and the principles of international law protecting the right for minorities to educate 
their children in their own language. 

4. Anti-Extremism Regulations 

On March 29, 2017, the XUAR People's Congress adopted the region's first anti-extremism 
regulations (CL T, 2017). The regulations categorize 15 actions as "extremism," and according to a 
Chinese legal scholar, "[draw] a clear line between legal religion and illegal religion." While the 
XUAR People's Congress adopted regional measures in July 2016 to implement the PRC 
Counterterrorism Law that also described how authorities should work to counter religious extremists 
(CTL, 2016; Bai Tian, 2016), the 2017 regional regulations provide more detailed descriptions of the 
responsibilities of XUAR government authorities to eliminate "extremism" (Xinhua, 2017). Measures 
aimed at countering "extremism" in the XUAR in recent years reportedly have often threatened to 
criminalize Uyghurs' peaceful practice of religious faith (UHRP, 2016). 

We believe that these implementation guidelines for the national counterterrorism law will little to 
resolve the issues in East Turkestan (XUAR) region. Instead of addressing the problems of the 
economic marginalization of the Uyghur population, the repression of free religious practice and use 
of the Uyghur language as well as the increasing atmosphere of suspicion towards Uyghurs, the 
guidelines clearly indicate that authorities intend to continue and increase the militarization of the 
region. 

5. Ordering Uyghur Students Abroad to Return 

In the past few months, the Ch.inese government had ordered Uyghur students studying abroad 
( Shohret Hoshur2, September 2017) , including those in Egypt, to return home. There are reports 

that Chinese authorities have detained family members of these students to force them to come 
back. In August 2017, more than 100 have been detained in Egypt after failing to obey Chinese 
demands to return (Emily Feng, 2017). Some were students arrested and imprisoned after return. 
Buzainafu Abudourexiti, who returned to China in 2015 after studying for two years in Egypt, was 
suddenly detained in March 2017 and sentenced in a secret trial to seven years in prison (Amnesty 
International, 2017). Habibullah Tohti who was graduated with a PhD from AI-Azhar University 
arrested and sentenced to 1 O years in prison by China, after he tried to find a job in Chinese 
education system (Shohret Hoshur3, August 2017), and at least six other Uyghur students who 
traveled to Turkey for education purpose have jailed after returned to home, according to a relative 
of the region's former Communist Party chairman, despite a probe that found the students had not 
committed any crimes (Shohret Hoshura,, 2017). 

China is seeking out and recalling members of its ethnic Uyghur minority population scattered across 
the globe. In the case of Egypt, Chinese authorities have relied on Egyptian security to seek out and 
round up ethnically Uyghur Chinese citizens in Cairo. Egyptian security personnel have detained 
dozens of ethnically Uyghur Chinese citizens, some of whom have already been repatriated to China. 
Many details remain unclear, including the legal residential or student status of some of the Uyghurs 
in Cairo. But the People's Republic of China's ability to demand the return of whole groups of minority 
citizens-without a clear and compelling case for their repatriation, and without any semblance of 
due process-should be worrying to the international community. 
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6. Re-Education Centers in East Turkestan (XUAR) 

Perhaps, the most urgent issue today is the detention of thousands of Uyghurs in "re-education" ' 
centers (camps) in East Turkestan (XUAR). China is rounding up Uyghurs by the thousands for 
detention in "re-education" camps, or so called "political education centers." 

The camps are now formally referred to as "Professional Education Schools," after being called 
"Socialism Training Schools" and other names since their early 2017 inception as "Counter
extremism Training Schools" (Eset Sulaimanih, 2017). 

Radio Free Asia has published and broadcast dozens of news reports on China's "re-educatio.n" 
camps in East Turkestan (Xinjiang). According to reports, approximately 2000 of the 13,000 people 
in Koria city, and 4000 of the 30,500 in Karakash county have been detained, and at least 2000 
people in Aktu county of Xinjiang (Eset Sulaimanih, 2017). There might be many other "re-education 
centers" in ct.her regions of East Turkestan (Xinjiang). Uyghurs have been detained in re-education 
camps for reasons such as traveling overseas, and are being forced to express their remorse over 
previous thoughts (Shohret Hoshur 4, 2017). 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) calls on the Chinese government to immediately free people held in 
unlawful "political education" centers in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region and shut them 
down. HRW stated that the political education detention centers are contrary to China's constitution 
and violate international human rights law. Article 37 of China's Constitution states that all arrests 
must be approved either by the Procuratorate, the state prosecution, or the courts, yet neither 
agency appears to be involved with these detentions (HRW, 2017). 

The Chi.nese authorities also launched a so-called "relatives' week'' program, which requires local 
mostly Han Chinese civil servants to spent a week with Uighur families i.n rural areas. Most are 
therefore total strangers, with different cultural and religious customs, and it is suspected that its 
main goal is surveillance (Joyce Huang, 2017) or dilute ethnic identity. The Chinese government 
has also intensified controls on religious activities. More than 38 million dollars invested on 
surveillance mosques and related area in Xinjiang (Josh Chin, Clement Burge, 2017) and are 
converting Uyghur mosques into propaganda centers of communist party ( Kurban Niyaz ch, 2017), 

7. Travel Restrictions 

As in past reporting years, XUAR officials continue to restrict Uyghurs' ability to travel freely, in 
violation of Chinese law and international legal standards. Beginning in October 2016, authorities in 
locations throughout the XUAR reportedly ordered residents to turn their passports in to police, with 
varying deadlines of up to four months. Authorities subsequently required residents to seek approval 
from police for international travel in order to retrieve their passports (CECC, 2017, p,55). 

Under new regulations implemented last fall, their ability to travel apparently is being restricted, with 
residents of western Xinjiang province required to hand over their passports to police for "collective 
management" (HRW, 2016), or "safekeeping." Officials also restricting domestic travel activities by 
setting up check points on the roads, implementing harsher restrictions and security standards than 
Han Chinese (Jilil Kashgary, 2017). While many factors are certainly in play, further restrictions on 
the travel of Uyghurs seem likely to exacerbate feelings of frustration held by many Uyghurs. 

8. Collection of DNA Samples 

According to research conducted by Human Rights Watch (HRW) and reporting by the journal 
Nature, security personnel have been collecting DNA samples from Uyghurs in the XUAR and from 
other people throughout China on a massive scale, in many cases without consent. International 
observers have ra.ised concerns that officials may misuse the collected biometric data to heighten 
security controls on the Uyghur population, as they build a database of citizens' biometric information 
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not limited to those with a criminal background, as in other countries, and lacking the kinds of legal 
safeguards other countries implement to manage their DNA databases (CECC, 2017, p.56). 

The Chinese government is collecting "voi_ce patterns" and "DNA samples" from Uyghurs in Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region, and storing them in a biometric database. Human Rights Watch 
reported that China has already collected DNA samples from almost 40 million people and more 
than one billion faces for a nationally searchable database without oversight, transparency, or 
privacy protections (HRW, 2017). People in East Turkistan are forced to take part in so called "free 
medical examinations" while the results of those examinations are kept secret from the patients. 

Collecting DNA should meet i_nt_ernational privacy standards enshrined in the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, which China has signed but not ratified, a DNA collection and retention 
mechanism must be comprehensively regulated, narrow in scope, and proportionate to meeting a 
legitimate security goal. 

9. Forced Labor and Transferring Young Uyghur Women to Mainland China 

In many parts of East Turkestan (Xinjiang), Chinese government's forced labor program still 
exists today. Especially in rural areas, Uyghurs face different kinds of labor violations aside from the 
employment discrimination that prevents them from seeking non-agricultural jobs. For example, in 
rural southern areas of East Turkestan (XUAR), forced labor is a common practice, in a government 
program called hasha_r i_n the Uyghur language. This. program requires 4 to 11 hours a day of unpaid 
labor on public works projects, with strict penalties for non-participation, and represents a major 
violation of Uyghurs' labor rights. Not only does t_he hashar program eliminate jobs that Uyghurs 
should be paid for, it also prevents them from performing their own agricultural work. Forced labor 
program violated not only international Covenant on civil and political rights, but also violated related 
Chinese laws as well (UHRP2, 2017). 

Chinese government is continuing to transfer young Uyghur women to Eastern China, for 
working in factories with low wages. The policy promoted as an overwhelmingly positive experience 
for women. Under the policy, thousands of Uyghur women h_ave been removed from their families 
and placed into substandard working conditions thousands of miles from their homes (UHRP, 2008). 
At the same time that the PRC also provides support for the movement of large numbers of poor 
Han Chinese migrants to the East Turkestan, providing economic opportunities to them. 

This transfer policy can be seen as another aspect of Beijing's effort to forcibly assimilate the 
Uyghur people and undermine the distinct Uyghur culture of East Turkestan. Continuation of the 
policy will only further marginalize the Uyghur people and deepen Uyghurs' mistrust of PRC officials, 
leading to even greater tensions in East Turkestan (Peng, M, 2017). Inequality and discrimination is 
the major sources of ethnic tensions in the region. 

10. Imprisonment of Writers and Students 

Chinese officials have detained and imprisoned Uyghur inteflectuals, writers, Webmasters and 
students, who were trying to express their thoughts about preserving cultural identity of Uyghurs, 
establishing understanding between Uyghurs and Han Chinese, and criticizing Chinese 
government's hash policies in East Turkestan. 

II ham Tohti, a well-regarded ethnic Uyghur economist and peaceful critic of the Chinese government, 
was sentenced to life in prison by the Xinjiang People's High Court for alleged "separatism" after a 
grossly unjust trial. He spoke passionately about how an independent legal system could ease 
abuses in the region. And perhaps most importantly, he helped Xinjiang-watchers inside and outside 
China understand developments there, and urged peaceful debate - not violence - among students, 
scholars, and others (Sophie Richardson, 2016). 
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Chinese security officials detained and arrested some students and intellectuals in the past few 
years, including llham Tohti's students Perhat Halmurat, Shohret Tursun and Abdukeyum Ablimit 
(Mihray Abdilim,;2014), Mutellip lmin, Atikem Rozi, Ekber lmin (Edward Wong, 2014), on the charges 
of separatism and inciting ethnic hatred, for alleged work on the Uyghur-language news website 
Uyghur Online. 

RFA's Uyghur Service confirmed that at least five Uyghur web administrators and writers -
Tursunjan Memet, Omerjan Hesen, Ababekri Muhtar, Akbarjan Eset, and an online writer (whose 
name could not be confirmed) were detained (Eset Sulaiman, 2016). Abdurehim Heyit, a prominent 
Uyghur musician, as arrested amid the "ideological purge" without official explanation by local 
authorities (Kurban Niyaz 2, 2017). 

11. Health Care and Nuclear Testing 

Health care in East Turkestan for the Uyghurs is basic. In the majority of hospitals, there are no 
operating tables, gynecological equipment or disinfectant. At best, some antibiotics or TB medication 
are available. Almost all the doctors working in hospitals in East Turkestan are Chinese and do not 
speak Uyghur so cannot communicate with I.he Uyghur patients who in turn have difficulty explaining 
their problems. In recent years, cholera, leprosy, hepatitis, and HIV have become common medical 
problems. 

Nuclear testing in East Turkestan over the past three decades continues to produce ecological 
disasters that pollute drinking water and food supplies, affect livestock and endanger human life. 
According to various sources in East Turkestan, babies with horrible deformities continue to be born. 
Tragically, the polluted districts bordering the nuclear test site still do not even receive elementary 
medical aid. No medical investigations in to the effects of the nuclear tests have been carried out 
(DBTIBET, 2012). 

China made rapid progress and detonated its first nuclear bomb, codenamed '596' in October 1964 
in East Turkestan. From 1964-1996, 46 confirmed nuclear detonations have taken place at Lop Nor 
in East Turkestan, and 22 underground tests were undertaken, including thermonuclear blasts, 
neutron bombs and an atomic bomb. Urumqi, Turpan, Qumul and Koria are cities in East Turkestan 
with Uyghur populations that.reside within 320 km from the test site. It is believed that nearly 190,000 
people have died and at least 1.5 million people have been affected by radioactive material during 
the 32 years of nuclear tests at Lop Nor. The total amount of plutonium released in the atmosphere 
in East Turkestan is estimated to be 6 million times more than the Chernobyl accident, which affected 
one million people worldwide (the Tibet Post, 2012, Das, S, 2009). 

Recommendations 

The WUC strongly suggests that the following recommendations be implemented by the Chinese 
government and the international community. 

To the Chinese government: 

1. China must take all necessary steps to ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political· 
Rights if the Chinese government wishes to be taken as a serious actor in international fora. 

2. China must engage and respond substantively to UN Special Procedures, namely the 
Special Rapporteurs for Arbitrary Detention, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, Freedom of Religion or Belief, and Protecting Human Rights while Countering 
Terrorism. China must allow for transparent and constructive visits by these representatives 
who can respond to the developing situation there. 

3. China must provide public reports on high-risk detainee cases. The international community 
must be able to gain adequate information regarding detainees, particularly I.hose who have 
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been illegally returned from neighboring states. China must unconditionally release llham 
Tohti who has been baselessly accused of separatist crimes. 

4. China must recognize the importance of human rights protections within the context of 
counter-terror campaigns and must abide by international standards. 

5. China must immediately and substantially amend its National Anti-Terror law and Regional 
Implementation Measures for East Turkestan in line with international standards. 

6. China must take immediate steps to ensure that Uyghurs are able to freely practice t_hei.r faith 
and China must ensure that current policies that explicitly and implicitly link Islam to 
extremism and violence are reviewed and modified to reflect international law. 

7. China must lift passport restrictions for those recently affected in East Turkestan. Passports 
and other travel documents must be returned to those wishing to travel within the region or 
out of the country within legal channels. 

8. China mt1st stop transferring Uyghur women to Eastern China and stop facilitating Han 
Chinese in-migration to East Turkestan in order to realize equality and stability in the region. 

9. Chinese government also should take necessary measures to prevent disease caused by 
nuclear test, and provide free treatment for people who are affected by radiation. 

To the International community: 

1. Within additional bilateral relationships with the Chinese government, states must recognize 
the importance of human rights protection across China, and integrate human rights into 
economic and political dialogue. 

2. States must demand that Chi_na participate whole-heartedly in its Human Rights Dialogue 
and engage with high level representatives to increase the legitimacy of the talks. Concrete 
progress on human rights must be stipulated. 
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