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(Insert date}

For Six Month Period Ending

Name of Registrant Registration No.
Aaron D. Cushman & Associates, Inc. 2572
Business Address of Registrant

35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 850, Chicago, IL 60601
I—-REGISTRANT

1. Has there been a change in the information previously furnished in connection with the following:

(a) If an individual:

(1) Residence address Yes O No O - Ve
(2) Citizenship Yes O NoO =
(3) Occupation Yes O NoO = .
= =
v = m
(b) If an organization: '. 3 "3
: -
(1) Name Yes O No® =~ ™0 5
(2) Ownership or control Yes O No ™ =
(3) Branch offices Yes X No O o

2. Explain fully all changes, if any, indicated in item 1.

Los Angeles office located at 2029 W. Cent
March 31, 1996. entury Park East closed

IF THE REGISTRANT IS AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSE TO ITEMS 3, 4, and 5.

3. Have any persons ceased acting as partners, officers, directors or similar officials of the registrant during this 6 month reporting
period? Yes & No O

If yes, furnish the following information: ¥

Name Position Date Connection
E}igabgth Wilson Vice President 3/14/96 Ended
Mar;gmniquan . Vice President 11/17/95
Steven Knipstein Vice President 3/15/96
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Irving Garcia, Jr., Associate Producer, Visionary Entertainment Group

Michelle d’Eze, Consulting Editor, Panache

Susan Campbell, WBTV Creative Services/"Cruise Adventures"

Natalie Aristy, Editorial Assistant, Caribbean Travel and Life

Natalie Obletc, Editor, /ICW Publications

Bill Reicherter, Vicon International/"Active Lifestyles"”

Cathy Lynn Grossman, Travel Editor, USA Today

Sara Perez, Caribbean Travel and Life

Ryhaan Shah, Cayman Executive

Ron Romano, Sony Trans Com

Lu Kramer, Worldwide Target Demographic Television/
"Robin Leach’s Lifestyles"

Mi-Ai Ahern, Travel Editor, Chicago Sun-Times

Brenda Fine, free-lance writer

Russell Gremillot, Location Manager, Brentwood Pictures

Al Ristori, Sport Fisherman

D. PROJECTS COMPLETED
PIRATES WEEK PRESS TRIP

We organized a three-island press trip for consumer writers during

Pirates Week October 20-26. The writers included: Lisa Hamman,

Chicago Sun-Times; Jeff and Lecia Landis, Relax magazine; Jordon
Simon, Bride’s & Your New Home, The Affordable Caribbean and Fodor'’s
Travel Guides; Andrea Ashmore, The Atlanta Voice, and Florence Lemkowitz,
St. Petersburg Times, Cleveland Plain Dealer and ASTA Congress Daily. Two
agency representatives escorted the group to Grand Cayman and the Sister
Islands. We anticipate that the media coverage resuiting from this press trip
will be excellent.

II. PROJECTS UNDERWAY

We are in the process of securing a keynote speaker for the Second Annual
Tourism Conference in December.
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The villa is only one of many luxury
homes and condos for rent on Grand
Cayman—the island’s reputadon as a
financial safe haven (53+ banks at last
count) and as a premier scuba-diving
destination has helped transform it in a
few decades from one of the poorest in
the Caribbean to one of the wealthiest.
But because the filming was done during
the height of the winter season, a house
of equal stature could not be found for
Hackman and his wife; and the couple,
supposedly much to his wife’s distress,
was instead put up at the Hyatt Regency.
‘It's a temific hotel, sometimes ranked
among the nicest in the West Indies. But
when one of your husband’s co-stars has
his own private home overlooking the
Caribbean, the Hyatt, which is across the
street from the beach, is apparentdy not a
residence that can bring true happiness.

L, on the other hand, was happy with
almost everything that 1 found on Grand
Cayman. True, the 22-mile-long island,
which from the air looks like a cartoon
cutout of the world's largest whale, could
use some height There are basketball
players who probably have more eleva-
tion. But Seven Mile Beach is one of the
best in the Caribbean, even if it is actually
only 5.6 miles long. The sea is all the
shades of green turmed by envious friends
when you describe it to them.

Each moming of my weekend visit
began with a walk on the beach. Each
afternoon ended with a sunset in my liv-
ing room. As for all the time in berween, 1
was able to spend half of it looking for yet

126

1,'
e

X

3 .

another place to snorkel, and the other
half discovering that the level of dining
on Grand Cayman has been rising about
as fast as the per-capita income. Plus,
where else could you call out in a restau-
rant, without feeling the least bit self-con-
scious, “Please pass the Hell Sauce™

Hell is an actual place on Grand
Cayman. And [ found it only because 1
was hungry. 1 had worked up quite an
appetite after a moming swim with the
turtles in front of my beachfront condo at
The Discovery Point Club, and was on
my way to lunch at a Caymanian-style
restaurant called Liberty's.

“Is this the way to Liberty’s?” 1
asked an old man who was playing
dominoes with his cronies in the noon-
time shade of a casuarina tree alongside
a road in West Bay.

“No, mon,” he said. “This be the
way to Hell.” :

So, since [ was already on my way...

This Hell is a field of sunbaked lime-
stone sculpted by natural forces into oth-
erworldly shapes. It has become a tourist
attraction, according to the Canadian vis-
itor who was standing next to me as we
viewed it, mainly because the post office
at the site fulfills what he said may be a
universal fantasy. “It allows you,” he
said, “to send home vacation greetings
postmarked from Hell.”

Hell Sauce was inspired by the site
and is one of a number of locally pro-
duced hot sauces made from Scotch bon-
net peppers, potent enough to raise blis-
ters on the lips of the over-sensitve or

BoN AroETIT

under-cautous. | was at Libertv's when
somebody first passed it to me.

Looking for a dining advenmre. [
had opted for the rurtle. “Raised right
down the road, at the world’s only green-
turde farm,” my waitess told me. Maybe
it was because | had come to know the
turdes in front of my condo so well that
we were practically nesworking, but 1
found 1 couldn't eat the greenish, oily
meat withour first dousing it in hot
sauce. Turde, [ concluded, is a meal best
saved for special occasions, such as when
you find yourself on a life raft.

That evening, after a drink at My Bar
in the Sunset House Resort—where peo-
ple on the island go if they want to talk
scuba diving even as they watch the sun-
set—I treated myself to another kind of
special occasion by dining at Lantana’s,
considered to be one of Grand Cayman’s
finest, and most creative, restaurants.

“So you tried the local food? Great,
isn'ti? I could eat it every day,” said Lan-
tana’s chef-owner Fred Schrock, an Aus-
tian who has lived in the Caymans for
12 years. Schrock’s enthusiasm for local
dishes doesn't mean, however, that
you'll find them on his menu. “It is good
stuff,” he said. “But turtle’s too hard to
get, and who's going to come down from
the States and order oxtail or cow foot?”

Not me, at least not at Lantana's,
where the Caribbean delights I ordered
included a carpaccio of Cayman wahoo
with arugula salad, chilled mango-orange
soup with toasted coconut, and lobster
tail with banana fritters and papaya seed

Ccioper [995
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sauce—some of it flavored, my increasing-
ly educated tongue could tell, with none
other than Scotch bonnert peppers.

The next day, | had planned to go
scuba diving. The waters of the Caymans,
especially where they plunge into the blue
abyss over nearly vertical walls, make
thern a goal of everybody who straps on a
tank. But a lingering cold [ had brought
with me made deep diving unwise, so |
elected instead to spend the day snorkel-
ing from a boat owned by Ron Ebanks,
whose last name is more than coinciden-
taily close to the Abanks of The Firm's
Abanks’ Cayman Diving Lodge.

Ebanks says people sdil ask him
often about the film. But I was much less
interested in the risks Tom Cruise’s char-
acter faced from Mafia hit men than the
risks [ was convinced Ebanks was about
to expose me to. These risks had to do
with a sandbar called Stdngray City.

The idea was that 1 would slide off
the side of the boat into a school of barb-
tailed stingrays I could see circling in the
clear water above the white-sand bottom.
Once among the rays, [ was supposed to
bend down to any that looked friendly
and rub their bellies.

“Don’t worry, mon,” Ebanks as-
sured me. “Nobody ever gets the barb.” 1
had no reason to disbelieve him. Sdill,
just to be on the safe side, I waited to see
if a six-year-old girl who jumped in from
another boat would come out unscathed.

Safely back ashore, and knowing
that the next day 1 would be heading
home—probably facing an airline meal
that would make stowing a bottle of Hell
Sauce in my carry-on bag a good idea—I
decided to visit one more dining room
where [ was likely to be served a meal
worthy of a special occasion.

There were some appealing places
to choose from: Chef Tell's Grand Old
House, presided over, when he is on the
island, by television-personality chef Tell
Erhardt; Otunar's, whose owner and
3 chef, Otumar Weber, has been serving
Caribbean-influenced classic cuisine for
nearly 25 years; The Wharf, which has
perhaps the most romantc setting on
Grand Cayman (f only it didn’t have to
£ be shared with so many other romantcs);
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Pappagallo chef Baron Skorish presents sautéed
shrimp and lobster on a cappeilini cake.

The Lighthouse at Breakers, where the
drawback, or virtue, depending on your
point of view, is the half-hour drive from
Seven Mile Beach; and Ristorante Pap-
pagallo, where it is hard to tell whether
the macaws and cockatoos are there for
your amusement, or you for theirs.

Or 1 could just stay home in my
condo and finish off the Torruga Rum
Cake in the refrigerator. The rum, local,
is five years old; the recipe, somebody's
family secret, is a hundred years old.
The combinadon makes you glad that
certain indulgences are only to be
expected while you’re on vacadon.

In the end, 1 decided to go out
Pappagallo was my choice because I fig-
ured it had 10 be good. After all, the
place serves northemn Italian food in a
Caribbean setting, and it's not even on
the beach—plus, it has managed to stay
open for 10 years.

[ was thinking about having some-
thing other than seafood for a change,
and started to order the pollo alla scar-
pariello. But a disapproving look from a
macaw hanging upside down on his
perch close to my table caused me to
chicken out on the chicken and go for
the aragosta di buba, lobster and shrimp
sautéed in a tomato-brandy cream sauce
and served on a cappellini cake.

It was the right choice, one I think
even the Hackmans would have liked.
As for any disapproval it might cause
among my new aquadc friends—well,
the next time I got in the water, I would
just steer clear of shellfish.

BON APPETIT

GRILLED TUNA WITH
MANGO SALAD
A colorful, delicious dish from Lantana’s.

+ SERVINGS

1 large mango, pitted, peeled, cut
into Ya-inch-wide strips
¥+ cup chopped red onion
%2 red bell pepper, chopped
3 twblespoons chopped fresh cilanoo
2 tablespoons rice vinegar
2 rablespoons olive oil

4 6-ounce tuna steaks (about
1 inch thick)
Vegetable oil

Mix first 6 ingredients in medium bowl.
Season with salt and pepper.

Prepare barbecue (medium-high
heat) or preheat broiler. Brush tuna with
oil. Grill or broil undi just opaque in cen-
ter, about 4 minutes per side.

Divide mango salad among + plates.
Top with tuna and serve.

MANGO, KUMQUAT AND
JALAPENO CHUTNEY
From Pappagallo, a nice condiment for
simple grilled chicken or pork.
MAKES 1% CUPS
1 cup sugar
1 8-ounce jar kumquats in syrup,*
drained, thinly sliced
¥+ cup minced peeled fresh ginger
¥4 cup distilled white vinegar
Y4 cup dry white wine
1 tablespoon minced seeded
jalapefio chilies
2 mangoes, peeled, pitted, chopped

Combine all ingredients except mangoes
in heavy large saucepan. Cook over medi-
um heat undl liquid is amber, strring
occasionally, about 15 minutes. Add
mangoes; simmer untl mixture is thick,
stirring often, about 30 minutes. Cool.
*Kumquats in syrup are sold at Asian
markets and some supermarkets. ©

Bob Payne is one travel writer who will go
to Hell and back for a story—as long as it’s
Hell, Grand Cayman, that is.
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SAFETY AND STABILITY

Clean waters, great beaches

! ‘
i
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Phato by Barbara Currie Dailey

This lovely white house is home to the
Cayman Isiands National Museum

ocmAns

_ G AVMAN BRAC, Cayman Islands - Ten years ago | bought~

' By CHRISTOPHER LOFTING

an-abandoned seaside coconut palm grove on the ‘deserted -

south coast of this island and built a small house. 3553 ’;{g_’:

. Whydid I choose to settle here - albeit for only partof .

the year - on this mid-size sister of this three-island British crown - -

- colony, rather than in another part. of the Caribbean? R PR
. Twasimpressed - as it seems were some 400 international banks .«
A = and countless offshore
¥ corporations withoiiceS ¥
" in George.Town, $he.capls:

€

N

‘tal on Grand Cayman zg:
- that the people;ofitheX:
Cayman Islands voted in

the early '60s to remain.a -
‘part of the British Empire. "
A sound democratic
government supported by
a prosperous economy
that provides full employ-
ment for its citizens is in -
everyone’s  interest,
whether  landowner, -
. tourist or banker. In &
sense, the Union Jack was,
and still is, a sort of Good
Housekeeping Seal of
Stability. :
The Cayman Islands
certainly will never win

Caymanian Wendy Moore any beauty cpntest when
examines a green mango on compared with the high-
the Mastic Trall mountain, jungle-lush

- islands of the Eastern
Caribbean. Grand Cayman is shaped like an oblong pancake, with a
large bite taken out of the top left side - the shallow North Sound.
This 7- by 22-mile main island, home to more than 28,000
Caymanians, is flat and sandy, with mangrove thickets, tall casuarina
pines, palms and low scrub.

An 89-mile airplane flight to the northeast will take you here to

Please turn to page 7
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Photo by Christopher Lothi3g.

thout question the best 5.6-mile
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Caymans boast Caribbean'’s clearest watei

" Continued from Page One

Cayman Brac, with a population of oniy
1,400.

. “The Brae,” as locals call it, is dis-
+inguished by a limestone spine run-
ning its 12-mile length and rising to 140
feet 'at the eastern end. Too far from
Grand Cayman to-share in the recent
rourist boom, The Brac has the feel of a
iazy, laid-back Southern town, with co-
conut palms, casuarinas, oleander, hi-
biscus, bougainvillea and Baptist
churches punctuating villages along
the north coast. Immediately to the
nerthwest, Little Cayman has fewer
than 100 full-time residents. Here there
ire more mangroves and swamp edged
Ty zorgeous beaches protected by a
carrer reef along the south shore —and
the est scuba diving in the world. or so
said Jacques Cousteau s son Philippe.

"But then most of the Cayman Is-
lands’ assets lie hidden from obvious
view. The natural ones include extrava-
gant' undersea gardens of soft and hard
corais bathed by the clearest waters in
the ‘Caribbean thanks to the islands’
isolation from man-made poliution and
no mountains and rivers to spill silt-
filled rainwater into the sea.

And as Caribbean port cities go,
the>capital of George Town, on the
west side of Grand Cayman, is not par-
ticularly picturesque or colorful. As we
learmed in Tom Cruise’s film “The
Firm” this is the offshore banking and
corporate headquarters of the hemi-
sphere, the “Switzerland of the Carib-
bean.” And the capital looks something
like a small tropical banking city — but
with ‘a harbor full of cruise ships
anchored beside beautiful reefs.

;But it doesn't really matter that
George Town is not postcard cute.
Other than for a quick look at duty-free
shops’ crystal and English china, most
visitors spend little time in town. In-
stead-they spread out in a selectién of
handsome resorts and condominiums
reaching north along a skinny penin-
sula Xnown as West Bay. The main at-
trattion here is the great Seven-Mile
Beach, without question the best
5.6-mile stretch of sand anywhere in
the Caribbean.

But beach and sun alone don’t ac-
count for the runaway popularity of
Grand Cayman. You can find good sun,
sand and condos closer and a lot
cheaper. The Cayman Islands is not a
bargain paradise and doesn't want to
be. Nor will you find the secref of its ap-
peal in a travel brochure, Yet the word
has obviously gotten around. The Cay-
man Islands has matured beyond many
“have and have-not” islands. This is a
well integrated muiti-ethnic society so
' free-from racial tensions that it comes
tantalizingly close to being color-blind.

Jet-powered ski boats skim
Seven-Mile Beach

Translation for concerned travel-
ers: The Cayman Islands is a First
world destination that is free of violent
crime. This year the continuous good
luck that shines over these islands even
protected them from the wrath of na-
ture. While the Eastern Caribbean was
battered by hurricanes, the Caymans,
far to the west, escaped the destructive
winds.

When I first visited Grand Cay-
man, there was only one real hotel, the
Holiday Inn, midway along Seven-Mile
Beach - and in bad need of repair and
areputation.

Now a totally renovated Holiday
Inn has been joined by numerous full-
scale resorts. The elegant Hyatt Re-
gency Grand Cayman, with manicured
gardens and the adjoining Jack Nick-
laus-designed Britannia Golf Club, is
the centerpiece of Grand Cayman's

new hotels, albeit on the land side of
West Bay Road. The Radisson Resort -

Grand Cayman is a slick new property
built in the style of a Spanish colonial

And this fall Westin Hotels opened
its first new Caribbean hotel on Seven
Mile Beach. Called the Westin Casua-
rina Resort, it has lush tropical gar-
dens, a sophisticated outdoor restau-
rant, on-site dive shop, two freshwater

pools and two whiripeols, and rooms .
and suites, most with French doors and -

balconies, facing the sea. In. winter,
double rates at Seven Mile Beach ho-

tels range upward from $230 per night. -
Sleep Inn, with doubles costing .
$105 in summer and $165 in winter,isa .

popular, moderately priced hotel close
to the beach and within walking dis-
tance of George Town shopping and
restaurants. Seaview, an older but to-
tally renovated Cayman-style inn with

-usual

15 comfortable rooms, charges only 363
double in summer and 379 in winter,
but it has no nearby beach and is a long
walk south of George Town.

Before the hotels were built, most
vacationers headed to the condos that
line Seven-Mile Beach and are still an
excellent option for families or two or
three couples who want to share. The
top condos are air-conditioned. come
with daily maid service and have fuily
equipped Kkitchens, a living room.

- porch, and two to three bedrooms.

The condos up along the north
end of West Bay Road have the advan-
tage of facing the best part of the beach
and being away from the worst traffic.
They are particularly good for famiiles
with young children, since the soit sand
and edsy no-surf swimming are just
steps away.

In a decade, Grand Cayman’s din-
ing options moved from deep-fried fish
joints to.- sophisticated and cosmopoii-
tan cuisine. Grand Old House is stll
worth a visit, for the food and the Ca-
ribbean plantation atmosphere of
screened porches, fan-back chairs and
ceiling fans. The colorful Wharf restau-
rant is the place for steak and seafood,
right on the water, with stunning views
of the setting sun. The Crow’s Nest, a
funky and unpretentious little tradi-
tional Cayman eatery on the south
coast, has its own beach in a stand of
seagrape. Try the turtle steak.

DJ's Cafe, in 2 shopping center,
serves the best ~ if a bit pricey — ham-
burgers and - steaks. The Cracked
Conch, a long-time Cayman favorite,
has moved to & new seaside location,
north of Seven-Mile Beach, near the-
Turtle Farm. And T hear the hot new
place -is° Casanova’s, a classic Italian
restaurant on the water in George
Town. =©
- While divmgwas once the sole at-
traction for the visitors, Grand Cayman
now has a panoply of apres-dive activi-
ties.'If swimming and hanging out on
the best beach in the Caribbean are not

“enough, 'you'll ind just about every

other watersport nearby.
Head to-the Holiday Inn area to
laythhallthebeachtoys,fmmSun
fishand eatamarans to kayaks and sail-
«pius waterskiing and parasail-
taxis are expensive, you will
"'a_feéntal car for further explora-
tlons to'the far reaches of the island.
Pick up arental at the airport from the
sispects: Avis, Hertz, Budget,
Dollar; !’conomy anda half-dozen
peraton.

Wbenthenearlyan-dnandm@t

" buzz ‘of the West Bay area gets to

too muth, a slower and gentler isxand '
experience lies just a short drive out of
town. Head east along the South
Sound Road and go backward in time




-

through the towns of Savannah, Bed-
den Town and finally to East End. Here
you will still find Cayman before the
hoom. before the banks and offshore
corporations, the resorts and the con-
dos, the traffic and trarfic lights.

If you go

Travelers need proof of citizenship
.passport. voter's registration, birth
certificatej. There is a 310 departure
1ax.

Getting there: The Cayman Is-
lands is served from Miami, Tampa,
Houston. Atlanta, Charlotte by Cay-
man Airways. the flag carrier, as well as
American Airlines, Northwest Airlines
and USAIr. .

For more information: Cayman Is-
lands Department of Tourism, 420 Lex-
ington Ave., Suite 2733. New York, N.Y.
10017; tel. (212) 682-3582.

Christopher Lofting, who also spends

much of his time-in Manhattan, is the

former travel editor of the Journal of
Commerce
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Auron D. Cushman & Assoc.
1212, 856-0100
Burbara Currie Duiley
Cayman Islands Dept. of Tourism
ISU9 949-9182

THE CAYMAN ISLANDS ESCAPES HURRICANE LUIS

GRAND CAYMAN. BWL September 8. 1993 -- The Cavman Islands has been spared
the wrath of Hurricane Luis. The hurricane has been solely concentrated in the eastern
portion of the Caribbean. The Cavman [slands. located in the western Caribbean. was not
affected by the storm.

"While we are very grateful that the Cayman Islands was not located in the path of
Hurricane Luis. we are deeply saddened by the death and destruction it has caused 1n other
Caribbean islands.” said Hon. Thomas Jefferson. Minister of Tourism. Aviation and
‘Commerce.

All major carriers, including Cavman Airways. American Airlines, Northwest
Airlines and USAir, are offering regularly scheduled service from the United States to the
Cayman Islands. All hotels, restaurants. attractions and shops are open for business in Grand
Cayman, Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

More information on the Cayman Islands is available from the nearest Cayman Islands
Department of Tourism office: in Miami, 6100 Blue Lagoon Drive. Suite 130, Miami, FL -
33126-2085, tel. (305) 266-2300: in New York, 420 Lexington Avenue, Suite 2733, New
York, NY 10170. tel. (212) 682-5582: in Houston, Two Memorial City Plaza, 820 Gessner,
Suite 170. Houston, TX 77024. tel. (713) 461-1317; in Los Angeles, 3440 Wilshire

-more-
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*Those who know us. love us.*
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Boulevard. Suite 1202. Los Angeles. CA 90010. tel. (213) 738-1968: in Chicago, 9525 W.
Bryn Mawr Avenue. Suite 160. Rosemont. [L 60018. tel. (708) 678-6446: in Canada, 234

Eglinton Avenue East. Suite 306. Toronto. Ontario. Canada MdP IK3. tel. (416) 485-1530.

Cl=67 Hurricane Luis
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASFE Conract: Deborah Bernstein Keilv Reed
Auron D. Cushman & Assoc.
(212 836-0100
Barhara Currie Duiley
Cavman Islands Dept. of Tourism
INOUE949-9] 872

THE CAYVMAN ISLANDS IS OPENING A MAJOR RESORT AND
NEW ATTRACTIONS IN TIME FOR THE WINTER SEASON

-- The Island Trio Is Unatfected By Recent Storms Which Have Hit The Region --

GRAND CAYMAN. BWIL October 10. 1995 -- The Cayman Islands is preparing to
welcome tourists this winter with a new four-star resort and new additions to its award-
winning Queen Elizabeth [T Bownic Park.

In December. the $50 million. tour-star Westin Casuarina Resort. is scheduled to open
on Grand Cayman’'s Seven Mile Beach. The eight-acre property will be the largest in the
Cayman Islands and will feature a fine dining restaurant with indoor and outdoor seating.
casual dining restaurant. 700-foot white sand beach. dive shop. tennis courts. two pools. two
whirlpools. two bars. titness facility. gift shops and 2.640 square feet of meeting space.

In February 1996. the Queen Elizabeth II Botanic Park. also in Grand Cayman. will
add a two-story Visitor Center which will be designed as a cohtemporary interpretation of
Caymanian architecture and will feature a central reception area offering park information. as
well as permanent and changing exhibits. The second floor will be designed as a large. open
space for classes. lectures and demonstrations. Other facilities will include a gift shop and a
cafe set in a rain garden courtyard. Nearby. the Heritage Garden, set to open in late spring
1996. will feature a restored early 20th-century wooden cottage, surrounded by a variety of
blooming plants. including roses. jasmine. hibiscus. crotons. orchids and Crepe Myrtle.

Grand Cayman. Cavman Brac and Little Cavman have not been atfected by Tropical
Storm Roxanne or Hurricanes Luis and Marilyn.
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~Those who know us. love us.”

CI#72 Tropical Storm Roxanne
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The Caribbean Is Cleaning Up

After the storms, stricken islands recover while o&z.wwm pick up the slack

By FRANCES FRANK MARCUS

UCH of the island of St.

Thomas is decked out in blue

these days. Blue is the color

of the tarpaulins the Federal

Emergency Management
Agency, FEMA, has supplied to cover the
many houses without roofs.

St. Thomas is one of the three Caribbean
islands — the others being Antigua and
Dutch St. Maarten — that were hardest hit
by Hurricanes Luis or Marilyn last month,

The hurricanes brushed eight more islands .

as well, sweeping away seaside terraces
and beach cottages, uprooting large trees
and shutting down lights, telephones and
sewage systems.

The storms also wreaked havoc with the
tourism season; some 160,000 hotel rooms
were damaged, air service was suspended
and tour companies stopped accepting book-
ings for some of the most affected islands.

FRANCES FRANK MARCUS contributes
to The Times from New Orleans.

And tourists seemed to be avoiding even the
unaffected islands, at least initially.

By mid-October, daily flights had re-
sumed to all the islands hit by the hurri-
canes, though in some cases service re-
mains curtailed. American Airlines, the
largest carrier from the United States into
the Caribbean, has restored jet service from
San Juan and Miami to St. Maarten but has
canceled its direct winter jet service from
Kennedy to St. Maarten through 1995, said
Al Becker, an American spokesman.

American has also canceled its San Juan-
St. Thomas flights from Nov. 1 through 1995
and its Kennedy-St. Thomas flights through
1995. By Nov. 1, American’s only jet service
into St. Thomas will be a daily flight on a 757
from Miami. Service will continue on Amer-
ican Eagle, the airline’s commuter partner,
from San Juan to St. Thomas and other
destinations. The 188-passenger 757 that
now flies daily from San Juan into Antigua
will be replaced on Dec. 14 with a 267-
passenger Airbus.

Full resumption of air service to the Ca-
ribbean will depend upon the pace of the
recovery process, said Horace Hord, Ameri-

can’s director of marketing Atlantic-Carib-
bean.

Continental Airlines will resume twice
weekly service to Antigua and St. Maarten
in mid-December, said David Messing, a
company spokesman, but its four times a
week service to St. Thomas is “pending
review.”

USAir resumed daily flights from Balti-
more to St. Thomas on Oct. 5 and will

" resume service from Baltimore into St

Maarten early next month with two week-
end flights. Delta has one daily flight from
Atlanta to St. Thomas and St. Croix. .

Among vacationers who will not be flying
anytime soon to St. Thomas, St. Martin-St.
Maarten, Antigua and St. Kitts are those
who have booked trips packaged by Apple
Vacations, a large travel wholesaler based
in Hlinois. Apple Vacations has suspended
its packages to those destinations, said its
communications manager, Mary Z. Brad-
ley, interviewed as she fielded questions
about Hurricane Roxanne, which recently
hit Yucatan.

“We're concerned about quality,” she
said, “‘not just the hotel but the infrastruc-

ture, water and surroundings. We want our
clients to be happy.” The company has not
decided when it will go back.

As vacation travel has dropped to the
islands hardest hit by the storms, the is-
lands and resorts that were unaffected are
‘“picking up the slack,” says Jeffrey D.
Totkin, co-president of Travel Impressions,
a major travel wholesaler specializing in
Florida, the Caribbean and Mexico.

“Aruba, Jamaica, Grand Cayman, Puerto
Rico, Nassau are all doing extra well,”’ he
said in a recent interview. The company’s
bookings to Jamaica and Puerto Rico, he
said, are *“30 percent ahead of last year,
Aruba and Cayman are up 15 per cent and
Nassau is in the 30 percent range.” Apple
Vacations reports a similar trend.

On the islands most seriously affected by
the storms, not only individual hotels but
also essential services must be repaired
before tourism can return to normal. Here
is an overview of each island’s status and
outlook.
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Already, the Caribbean is suffering winter cancellations

or the past eight winters, Ruth and
Marvin Cohn have escaped the coid
of New York for two weeks at the
Pelican Bay Resort in St. Martin. But
after Hurricane Luis lashed the
Caribbean island earlier this month, the
Cohns cancelled this season’s trip. Now
they’re mulling a long weekend in New
Orleans or a trip to the Carolinas. “I
love St. Martin,” says Ruth Cohn. “We
will go back—but not this year”
Hardly comforting words for island-
ers, who are reeling from one of the
worst hurricane seasons in memory. But
as the region digs out from the trail of
destruction left by Hurricane Luis,
which pounded Antigua and St. Martin
on Sept. 5, and Hurricane Marilyn,
which pummeled the U.S. Virgin Is-
landsonSept. 16, much of the Caribbe-
an is bracmg for another hit—this one
economic—as tounsf.s seek sand sea,

sletuontnxl‘.'l‘ha'esgoodreason
for concern. While Marilyn devastated
‘only St. Thomas, damaging at least 76%
of its buildings, and dealt lesser blows to

-8t. John, St. Croix, and some eastern is-
lands near Puerto Rico, many travelers’

think of “the Canbbean as a smgle

destination rather than as individual is-
lands. So when there is bad news about
one part of the region, says Jeag S.
Hoider, secretary general of the Carib-
bean Tourism Organization, a regional
tourism group, “inevitably, there is the
potential it will have a negative impact
on the entire region.”

The worst-case scenario? That travel-
ers will avoid the Caribbean altogether
this winter. Last year, 14.1 million visi-
tors and 3.3 million cruise passengers
spent $11.7 billion there. And the stakes
for the individual island economies are
staggering: Some 50% of the gross na-
tional product of Antigua and 60% of
the gross domestic product of the U.S.

Virgin Islands is derived from tourism.’
With damage from the storms likely to
reach over $1 billion, the region can 1'11
afford to lose tourist dollars. - i

At this point, though such ) b.lt
$eems inevitable. “People are ‘definitely
shying away from the Caribbean be-

" cause of the weather;” saysGem‘geMon-

is, a travel agent with Gables Travel in
Cora.lGabla,F]a.,whosayshebasseen
a downturn in Caribbean bookings since
mid-August. Where are people going?
Myrtle Beach, s.C, reports an uptmk in

The bad news: Tourlsts tend to thmk the hurrlca,hes hit

News: Analysis & Commentary

B sT. THOMAS: Paradise
lost, for now

bookings since August, and
other sun seekers are head-
ing toward friendly climates
in California. Even if trav-
B elers wanted to get to the
atfected Caribbean islands,
they'd find the going tough.
On Seprt. 20, Continental
Airlines Inc. announced it
had suspended flights to
Andgua, St. Martin, and St.
Thomas.

GOING WEST. Still, the hur-
B ricanes might not hit the
Caribbean economy as hard
M as some fear. That's because

many travelers are merely rebooking

trips to islands not affected by the
storms. Cruise line companies Carnival,
Royal Caribbean, and Norwegian Cruise
Line, for instance, are shifting passen-
gers to other local ports of call. Cariival
is diverting passengers to western Car-
ibbean stops such as Cozumel and
Grand Cayman. Royal Caribbean’s Mon-
arch of the Seas is calling on Trinidad,
Barbados, and Martinique. And Norwe-
gian Cruise Line substituted St. Croix
after Luis damaged Antigua and St.
Martin.

Indeed, as travelers assess their vaca-
tion plans, other destinations in the Ca-
ribbean—Aruba, Barbados, Curacao, the
Cayman Islands, and Jamaica—could
benefit, as will the coastal resorts of
Mexico, travel agents say. Nadine
Hadge had planned for a year to visit
St. Martin with her mother and other
relatives. Instead, they will travel to
the Cayman Islands this fall.

ers g for reasons
to be optimistic should consider the tiny
Siboney Beach Club in Anfigua. Tt al-
ready is hosting’ adventurous European
travelers who were curious about the
_ aftermath of 3 hurricane. But unfortu-
nately for the Caribbean, the attitude of

: JenmferCastennslikelytobefnrmore

~common, '_l'he*hrl'ew Yorker spent part
“of her’ honeimoon in’ Antigua surviving
. the howling winds of Luis. Will she go
back to the Caribbean? “Deﬁmtely not
,during hurricane season,” she says. Af”
“ter this year's lesson, more h'avelers
will no doubt say t ‘the same. *

By Gail De&orge “with Damd Swaf-
fard in Muzmt, ‘and_ bureau repm-ts .
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battalion of Caribbean

CARIBBEAN UPDATE
tourism oificials flew to

A New York thia past

week to spread the word about
their lslands in the wake of
Hurricanes Marilyn and Luia.
The word was an earnest,
“Come."”

Armed with dramatic photos
to bolster their vows that win-
ter visitors will {ind conditions
aven better than ever (groener,
spiffier, friendlisr — you name
i), members of the Caribbean
Tourism Organization fielded
questions from tour operators
and the media about recovery.

The consensus: It will be
businsss pretty much as usual
by the high season, which typi-
cally begins Dec. 15 — aven for
the 12 of the 34 member na-
tions whacksd by the storms
(lalands said to be completoly

unscathed inciude Jamaica, .

mrgub&doe, St. LucBi:.
co, the Caymans, Ba-
hamas, Turks & Taicos).

But only hard-hit Dutch St.
Maarten promised pricc con-
cessions as a lure. Summer
rates will be kept through the
winter high season, the tour-
o commissioner said, adding
the same policy is likely in
French St. Martin, the other
half of the dual-nation lsland.
Plane fares to the Caribbean
may increase 325 to $30 after
Jan. 1, according to a represen-
tative of American Airliney,
the major carrier Lo the region.

Cruise ships are expected to
return Wednesday to St. Maar-
ten, where there's duty-free
shopping in the port aty of
Philipsburg, a variaty of shore
excursions and clean beaches,
officials said. The island air-
por: was scheduled to open to-
day to transit passengers head-
ed for other islands; Dutch St.
Maarien =il officiaily reopen
Nov. 11 with an anticipated 80
percent of hotels, French St.
Marun expects 76 percent of
hotels ready by Dec. 15. |

In the U.S. Virgin Islends,
cruise passengers have re-
turned to St. Croix for the usu-
al shopping and sightseeing;

most hotels there and in St. '

John are expected to open by
mid-November. Harder hit St.
Thomas expects cruise ships
by the cnd of October and 60
percent of hotel rooms by win-
ter.

See travel agonts for the lal-
cst specifics on all islands.

SUNDAY'S NEWSDAY

Oct 15,1995
Circ: 745,726
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Caribbean islands promise :::

business as usual this winter -

4424,

A Dattalion of Carjbbean tourism
officials flew to New York recently to
spread the word about their islands in
the wake of Hurricanes Marilyn and
Luis. The word was, “Come.”

-Armed with dramatic photos to
bolster their vows that winter visitors
will find conditions even better than
ever (greener, spiffier, fnendhqr you
name it), members of the Caribbean
Tourism Organization flelded ques-
tions from tour operators and the
medla about recovery.

-'The consensus: It will be busmess '

‘prétty much as usual by the high sea- - *11 with an anticipated 80 percent ofho- |

-tels; French.
—even for the 12 of the 34 member na- - V__j,; I

son, which™ typically begins’ Dec;15
tions whacked by the sto

said to be’ comgletelz unscam_'m- “p
_clude amaica, a, -Barbados, St. -

Liicia, Puerto Rico, the. C Ba-
hamas and Turks & Caicos). - g
-~ But oy hard-hit Dutch 8¢ Maar.

ten promised price ¢oncessions as a
lure. Summer ..rates . will ;be’ kept

through the winter high season, the ‘.
tourism commissioner said, - adding

that the same policy is likely in French
St. Martin, the other haif of the djial-
nation island. Plane fares to the Catib-
bean may increase $25 to $30 after Jan.
1, according to a- representat.xve of .
American Airlines, the major carner to ;
theregion. .. -
-Cruise shxps ate expected bo re-
turn Wednesday to St. Maarten, where
there’s duty-free shoppmg in the-port
city of Philipsburg,-a variety of ‘sBore i
excursions and clean beaches, officials :
said. The island airport was scheduled

,toopenlastweekendtotran.sitpassen :
-, gers headed. for .other islands Dutch- |

St. Maarten will officially reoperr Nov:--|

St:MartinexpectsTﬂper
readybyDec.ls ]
‘Islands; cruise:
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Islands hope tourists won't allow
hurricanes to keep them away

NElWSD AY ‘OD R C\ E——
: mbbeanmﬁm?;ézﬂs ]amatca,. Aruba, Bafbados,
. are spreading the word St. Luaa, Puerto cho, the

about their islands in the :
wake of Hurricanes Marilynand  Cdymans, Bahamas, Turks

vos Theword isanearnest i Cpivoc were unscathed, |
' Armed with dramatic photos but b'even the damaged '

to,bolster their vows that winter islands dvi :
visitors will find conditions even ~ 1Slands are readying for
better than ever (greener, spiffi- : fapee o
er, friendlier — you nameit), - wmter bwme‘,?"g-’ e
members of the Caribbean Tour- . " .. " e oo T
ism Organization are talking to " port city of Philipsburg, a variety
tolir operators and the media . of shore excursions and clean
;about the TeCOVery. :-:~ "y - . beaches, officials said. The'is-

9y 1f The consensus: It will be' . . ~1and airport was scheduled to
business pretty much as usual by - , 0Pen last weekend to transit pas-
thé high season which typically .- Sengers headed for otherislands. {
“begins Dec. 15— even for the 12  Dutch St. Maarten wilt officially
-ofithe 34 member natiois -~~~ reopen Nov. 11 with an anticipat-
: Whacked by the storms (islands . ©d 80 percent of hotels, while -
- said to be completely unscathed .. French St. Martin expects 76 °
: iriclude Jamaica, Aruba, Barba- ; Percent of hotels ready’ by Dec. *
7dos, St. Lucia, Puerto Rico, the ~ 15-% 3° ° : ix- TR

M L LSS Rt e
:-Célmans, Bahamas, Turks and . .:“In the U.S. Virgin Islands, ; :
~CAICoS). - + ¢ T omi o v passengers have,l‘t‘zml';led_
DIp o e di ¥R 8 e i for the ual Shop-'«:
=3 -But only hard-hit Dutch St. " pinoang sightseeing; most hotels.
: Miarten promised price conces- . there and in St.JohnEi?,expect :
i'sjgns as a lure, S.““}‘l"t‘;" rates - .. ed to open by mditﬁ'émber <
P e " et e S s s |
’ . - . cruise ships by the e -
-missioner said, adding that the - ‘ber and 6(1)) b"xYCéni o;‘lht')otel sto_ L
-same policy is likely in French rooms by winter.” = = -
- St. Martin, the other half of the The best bet for prospective |+
 dual-nation island. Plane faresto  yrayelers is'to consult a travel ~ |
the Caribbean may increase $25 - gen; for specifics about individ- |:
10530 after Jan. 1, accordingtoa - jia jsjands and properties* .- |:
Tepresentative of American Air- - | - ST N R |
Jiges, the major carrier to the LT
<region. L A —————— ";
- | Cruise ships are returning . H\ o
this month to St. Maarten, where  ervagions or your con,:'m, |nf°:a£,s.,:
thfere s duty-free shopping in t}le\ Page A2. Members, jump: Travel, :
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75 EAST NORTHFIELD ROAD / LIVINGSTON / NEW JERSEY 07039
(201) 992-6600 / (800) 631-116Q

October 16, 1995 ACCOUNT NUMRER 11/8459
5:00-7:00 AM NIELSEN AUDIENCE 110,000
KXAS-TV(NBC) Channel Five

Fort Worth, Texas

Texas News 5

SHELLI LOCKHART, co-anchro:

The stunned Florida panhandle is just beginning to recover from Hurricane
Opal. But in the Caribbean, the cleanup is well under way.

JEFF ELIASOPH, co-anchor:

Travel reporter Mike Sanford has the latest on that, and how the cruise
companies scramble to save their winter season. And it could mean good deals
for a lot of us.

MIKE SANFORD reporting:

They’re not the kind of vacation images most people want to bring home.

* kK

(Ms. Peggy McMiller of Blue World Travel says most of the Caribbean was not -
destroyed and that things will be back to normal soon.)

* %k %k

SANFORD: Like travel agents, cruise companies are working hard to help repair
the Caribbean battered image. In fact, right now cruise lines are going all

out to make sure their busy winter season isn’t sunk by all those images of
devastation coming from the islands. First, all the major lines are dropping

St. Thomas as a port of call. Instead, they’ll sail to undamaged places like

St. Lucia, Granada, Grand Cayman, Barbados, Jamaica, even Cozumel, Mexico.
And the advertising blitz is under way urging cruisers not to skip the

Caribbean this winter.

* W X%

(Sanford talks with other cruise-line representatives and concludes the
report.)

21 Clips

Nielsen Audience Source: Nielsen Media Research. July 1995, Persons 2+, NSI 4-week Averages
Video cassettes are available for four weeks from our affiliate: YMS (212)736-2010
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75 EAST NORTHFIELD RCAD 7 LIVINGSTON / NEW JERSEY 07339
(201) §92-6600 / (800) 631-1160

October 12, 1995 ACCOUNT NUMEER  11/84359
5:00-5:30 PM NIELSEN AUDIENCE 43.000
KPHO-TV(CBS) Channel Five

Phoenix, Ariz.

F3VE

CAROL CAVAZOS, anchor:

Much of the Caribbean is in recovery after a hurricane thrashing, but if
you're still longing for a Caribbean vacation, there are many islands where
damage is minimal and some places left completely untouched: Aruba, the

British Virgin Islands, Barbados, the Cayman Islands, and Jamaica, to name a
few.

8 Clips

Nielsea Audience Sourcs: Nielsen Media Research, July 1995, Persons 2+, NSI 4-week Averages
Video caccettrs are available for four weeks from our affiliate: VMS (212)736-2010
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75 EAST NORTHFIELD ROAD / LIVINGSTON / NEW JERSEY 07039
(201) 992-6600 / (§CQ) 631-1160

October 16, 1995 ACCOUNT NUMBER  11/8459
12:00 Noon-12:30 PM NIELSEN AUDIENCE 34,000
KWQC-TV(NBC) Channel Six

Davenport, Iowa

KWQC TV 6 News at Noon

CHARLES KING, anchor:

Well, the Caribbean tourist business has been hurting with the rash of
hurricanes this year. But not all the islands are in bad shape. Travel .
reporter Mike Sanford has the latest on that, and how cruise companies,
scrambling to save their winter season, can mean good deals for customers.

MIKE SANFORD reporting:

They’re not the kind of vacation images most people want to bring home.

* M

(Ms. Peggy McMiller of Blue World Travel says most of the Caribbean was not
destroyed and that things will be back to normal soon.)

*x k¥

SANFORD: Like travel agents, cruise companies are working hard to help repair
the Caribbean battered image. In fact, right now cruise lines are going all

out to make sure their busy winter season isn’t sunk by all those images of
devastation coming from the islands. First, all the major lines are dropping

St. Thomas as a port of call. Instead, they’ll sail to undamaged places like

St. Lucia, Granada, Grand Cavman, Barbados, Jamaica, even Cozumel, Mexico.
And the advertising blitz is under way, urging cruisers not to skip the

Caribbean this winter.

* k%

(Sanford talks with other cruise-line representatives and concludes the
report.)

20 Clips

Nielsen Audience Source: Nielsen Media Research, July 1995, Persons 2+, NSI 4-week Averages
Vidan ~acemrtme arm available for four weeks from our affiliate: VMS (212Y736-2010
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75 EAST NORTHFIELD ROAD / LIVINGSTON / NEW JERSEY 07039
(201) 982-65C0 / /80) 651-1160

October 21, 1995 ACCOUNT NUMRERER  11/8459
7:00-10:00 AM NIELSEN AUDIENCE N/A
KTVK-TV(WB) Channel Three

Phoenix, Ariz.

Good Morming Arizona Saturday

SAMANTHA MOHR, anchor:

If you’re looking for an autumn vacation spot, you can still think Caribbean.
Reporter Mike Sanford tells cruises are going full steam ahead despite the
recent barrage of hurricanes.

MIKE SANFORD reporting:

They’re not the kind of vacation images most people want to bring home.

L .

(Ms. Peggy McMiller of Blue World Travel says most of the Caribbean was not
destroyed, and that things will be back to normal soon.)

* Kk %

SANFORD: Like travel agents, cruise companies are working hard to help repair
the Caribbean-battered image. In fact, right now, cruise lines are going all-

out to make sure their busy winter season isn’t sunk by all those images of
devastation coming from the islands. First, all the major lines are dropping

Saint Thomas as a port of call. Instead, they’ll sail to undamaged places

like Santa Lucia, Granada, Grand Cayman, Barbados, Jamaica, even Cozumel,
Mexico. And the advertising blitz is under way urging cruisers not to skip

the Caribbean this winter.

L I I

(Sanford talks with other cruise-line representatives and concludes the
report.)

18 Clips
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75 EAST NORTHFIELD ROAD / LIVINGSTON / NEW JERSEY 07039
(201) 992-6600 / (800) 631-1160

October 12, 1995 ACCOUNT NUMBER  11/8459
5:00-6:00 AM NIELSEN AUDIENCE N/A
KTVK-TV(WB) Channel Three

Phoenix, Ariz.

First News 3

TERRY OUELLETTE, co-anchor:

In today’s travel report, as it begins to get chilly in other parts of the
United States, the Caribbean is just beginning to heat up. So if you aren’t
ready to pull out your skis, put your swimsuit back on and go to the islands.

L

(The reporter indicates that while many Caribbean islands sustained hurricane
damage, others had no dargage at all.)

* ok ok
Reporter:

There are 20 other Caribbean islands that were completely untouched by the
hurricanes. (A list of islands is dispjgyed on screen which includes the
Cayman Islands.) They include Aruba, British Virgin Islands, Barbados, The
Cavman Islands, Jamaica, The Turks and Caicos, the mainland of Puerto Rico.
These places are fully operational now.

Fodor’s has found that some cruise lines are already rerouting their
itineraries. For example, instead of sailing to St. Thomas, Royal Caribbean
ships will be heading into ports in St. Croix. .

Two of my favorite parts of the Caribbean were untouched by the hurricane:

the Cayman Islands and Jamaica. Word of mouth has made the Caymans one of the
hottest places in the Caribbean. It’s a diver’s paradise. Its caves and

coves make it a fascinating island to explore.

x k%

(Jamaica is described. Pre-planning is recommended.)

Nielsen Audxencc Source: Nielsen Media Research, July 1995, Persons 2+, NSI 4-week A\}cnges
Video cassettes are available for four weeks from our affiliate: VMS (212)736-2010
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75 EAST NORTHFIELD ﬁ—OAD | LIVINGSTON | NEW JERSEY 07039
(201) 992-6600 / (800)631-1160

October 1, 1995 ACCOUNT NUMBER 11/8459
1:00-3:00 PM

WRKO 680 AM

Boston

Travel Guide

STEPHEN VICKEY, host:

Welcome back to the Travel Guide. I'm Stephen Vickey of Liberty Travel live
here from Puerto Rico. Well, we have winners from the Travel Guide and this
week we have a winner from last week’s sweepstakes.

L I

(Vickey talks with Marian, the winner of the contest, aﬁd ﬁe talks more about
the Hyatt resorts in Puerto Rico with his guests, who are employees of Hyatt.
They take call-in questions about vacationing at the Hyatt resorts.)

d ke

o
B el

VICKEY: Mike, very quickly, mentioned Hyatt Grand Cayman is in fine shape,
fine running.

Mr. MIKE RUDLOFF (Sales Manager with Hyatt Towers and Resorts): Oh, Grand
Cayman is.

VICKEY: Hyatt Aruba.

Mr. RUDLOFF: Hyatt Aruba is in good shape. It’s down below the hurricane
belt so anybody going down to any of the ADC islands is in fine shape.

Grand Cayman is in excellent shape, a beautiful, beautiful property. Can’t

say enough about our properties. They’re just gorgeous properties.

* %k

(SUMMARY: Vickey gives advice to travelers about visiting the Caribbean
and what some of the flights from Boston and other US cities to the Caribbean
are like. He thanks his guests.)
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(Caribbean Officials Expect Region
To Rebound Quickly From Storms

Aruba. the Bahamas. Barbados.
Bonaire. the Cavman Islands.
Curacao. Grenada. Jamaica. main-
land Puerto Rico. St. Lucia. St.
Vincent and the Grenadines.
Trinidad and Tobago. and the Turks
and Caicos. Those destinations may
benefit not only from tourism lost to
damaged islands, but also from busi-
ness diverted from Florida and
Mexico, which were hit by hurri-
canes Opal and Roxanne earfier this
month (see story, p. 108).
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Absolutely Fine

The following destinations
were unaffected by the
wrath of Luis and Marilyn:

Aruba

Bahamas

Barbados .

Belize

Bonaire

Cancun, Mexico

Cayman Islands

Curacao

Dominican Republic

Guadeloupe

Grenada

Haiti

Jamaica

Martinique S

St. Lucia 1

St. Vincent & the Grena-
dines

Trinidad and Tobago

Turks & Caicos Islands

The following destinations
sustained minimal damage
and are open for business
as usual:
British Virgin Islands ‘
Puerto Rico f

_—
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The island that was first:
settied gy shigwrecked sailars
amt mccaneers is muw se
peaceful your'TE start refaxing
the minute you arrives.

Uisutors ta the Cayman
Istapds will findt

e shortage of
ramantic sunsets:

- «~
. .

“A NICE PLACE TO VISIT...
LOCATION: the Cayman Isiands are 480 miles south of
Miami and 180 miles northwest of Jamaica.

NEAREST AIRPORT: each island has its own airport, but
the biggest one is Robert Owens International on Grand
Cayman. It services carriers including Cayman Airways,
American Airlines and USAir. :
CLIMATE: the weather is balmy and sunny, in the 80s,
nearly every day of the yeart

LODGING: off season, from April 16 to December 15, expect
to pay $75 to $250 for a room for two. In season, December
16 to April 15, costs rise slightly. Expect to pay $85 to $350.
RESTAURANTS: expect to pay $15 to $40 for two for lunch,
depending on whether you lunch at a snack bar or an
elegant - .

restaurant. For

dinner, you'll

pay $15 to $100

for two.

\WHAT TO

BUY: rumcake,

black coral

sculptures and

duty-free

perfumes,

liquors and

cosmetics.
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WASHINGTON SUNDAY TIMES
Oct 15,1995
Circ: 100,000

Ings n the wate
Stingrays and :
divers share lunch

By Harvey Hagmar

SFECIAL TO THE WASHINGT i T14ES 5 L(. ; ({

GRAND CAYMAN ISLAND
he sky is a cerulean biue and the water
ashining turquoise as the North Sound's
barrier reef protects the water's glasslike
surface. Below lies a buff-colored sandy
bottor with patches of green, swaying
eel rass and occasional coral heads.
Snutliern stingrays, with broad wings

and graceful mo = ments, await the descending divers
bringing their lunch. This is the world's No. 1 dive site.
Welcome to Stingray City.

And the water is only 12 feet deep.

‘The dive boat’s motor alerts the rays that food is on
the way. Divers don 3 pounds of extra weight as guide
Patrick Paulhus, 24, says, “Get ready for the best 12-
foot dive of your life.”

One by one divers plunge into the watery world,
suck in life from their regulators and descend to the
sand. We form a circle, kneel on the bottom, and
fr}other guide hands us squid and a fish called a bal-

yhoo.

Whoosh! The stingrays swoop in like stealth
bombers, their soft underbellies velvety as they glide
over our heads to suck squid and ballyhoo from our
closed fists. The gentle, wondrous sea creatures lose
their fearsome reputation as we are encircled by their
softness.

Although stingrays’ tup skin feels like sandpaper,
their bottoms are silky, polished by the sand over
which they glide. We pet and stroke them as they cir- |
cle, swoop and enfold us in silky caresses. It is truly-
an otherwordly, transcendental experience, one of
the undersea world’s most rewarding adventures.

Southern stingrays have discriminating tastes; they
prefer squid and ballyhoo. Rays never see the food they
eat. Their eyes are atop their heads, their mouths and
nostrils underneath. They find their food using elec-
tro-sensors and their keen senses of touch and smell.

When rays sense food, they drape themselves over
their prey and suck the food into their mouths, where
itis crushed by powerful grinding plates. Their wicked

—

see RAYS, page E4 A

s

xpanded air Service to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman |
[ has openied these tranquil isles to travelers. Diving, fish- 4
. tng, bird watching and hiki g draw most visitors to these gems’
of less than'3 gquiare miles. . e
- Accommodations on Cayman Brac include two small, modern hotels
luxury beachfrotit condos, The 32-room Little Cayman Beach hot

“which also has condos,
the 17th ¢

- Little Caymin, turers,
{tants on its sand and coral. I, too, is associated with pir tales
largest bird sanctuary in its dense interior; Bloody gny offersa fi
the surface, & stunning sight for divers and snorkelers,

of the world's three top dive spots. <% i
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k}ehslrfor’exatxcf’t;ods like cassavx agd —
breadfruit. A cnnoslty abhout the culttTr'és—\
which have left a taste trail throughout the = -
regiam—fronr the Spanish-style rabbit in Pu%»:
Rico ta the West Indian curries of the British
Virgin Islands. And finalty;an appetite for
innavatiom, as chefs create their awn takes on
island mainstays. e

To uncover the e_ssenceof Canibbean cuisine,

the islands and the Caribbean Hotel Association

have: fornred tﬁeCarlbhe:m Culinary Federation,
which hosts anaumu{ Awards of Excellence

cgmpetition.. mn:b?e/ pages, discover the

- “fruits’™ of their lor—a delectable testament
to the redeﬁmtvor( and emergence of Canbbe:m\
caaking as . culmary force..-
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

| . ™ « .
Caribbean Guisine

AN ISLANDS

Cayman Islands offers its own delicious spin
on Caribbean cooking.

he Cayman "Food has influenced our is actually red beans with .
Islands—Grand history, mythology, reli- rice, coconut milk, ham ’

gion—our very way of life,” bone or bacon and
Cayman, . team Chef Randall Burns spices. Rum cakes
C“J””“” Brac explains. This philosophy is -are a hit with resi-
and Little seen throughout the award- dents and visiters
Cayman— winning menu, which inte- alike, using one of
h rovid. tantali d grates indigenous ingredi- - the two brands of
‘ P es a tantalizing introduc- _ ents and European tech- - rum available,
: tion to Carzbbeanﬁ_cumne. Lush = niques. One sumptuous . Tortugaor |

zmd peacqful thi':‘hiagﬁg'ﬁcéht

example an appetizerofa ... - Captain l‘(loré;in's.
séafood temne with e FU

Neptune's Fantasy, a

warm seafood terrine with
tricolored pepper coulis and
ginger tempura garnish

a~¢""i ¥ < a1g]
serve up international fare -dish,: several sexside restaurants
A e e R R R e N use these waters as their
hailing from the U.S., China, d e AL SO treathtaking backdrop. incuding
France, Germany, India; ; The Wharf and Hemingway's
v . gwe
Jamaica, Mexico and T. creatung gourmet fare in George Town. Exquisite
thg fslands for twenty- French/Caymanian food can

be sampled at The Edge in

ars Little Cayman is Bedden Town. Those with a

e to Cordon Bleu Chef

. £
this dynamic trend by takmg . Gladys Howard, owner of penchant for pasta and a
h h ; \ i ' EA5Pirates Point Resort, who great view will enjoy the
ome the “ Team of the Year” 3 53 L V- ; . ian seiecti
4 - | RN g7 adds an elegant touch to Halian seections on the
award at the island favorites menu of the Lighthouse at
Caribbean Hotel 3% L TTT e ..reakt‘ers.‘ in Grand Cayman,
Association’s ] ' The vast visibility of Crow's Nest. Hog Sty Bay
ssoczation s surrounding waters and a Cafe and Whitenail Bay orfer

Annual Culinary multiplicity of marine life cining by the sea, as does
Awards. This make the Cayman Islands a Aunt Sha’s at the Coral Inn
year, the team water wonderland. Dramatic 1 Cayman Brac.

coral reefs, sheer drop-offs
and winding tunnels are
easy to spot: blue mariin, ‘ O .
yeilowfin tuna, dolphin and slands, ‘.vrj.e.re place and
~ahoo are aiways biting in i2ste camoine—with
the waters off the Isiarcs.

claimed the silver Celve into a new Caribbean

- medal, and ioumey in the Cayman
Andreas Kittner, a chef at The

Wharf, won the bronze.

; le cassava
d'a. p(cafysquash cal!ed

Photography © Dan Galr
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contacr: Deborah Bernstein/Kellv Reed
Aaron D. Cushman & Assoc.
(212 856-0100
Barbara Currie Dailev

Cayman Islands Dept. of Tourism
(809 949-9182

CAYMAN ISLANDS’ 19TH ANNUAL PIRATES WEEK SET FOR OCTOBER 20-29

-- Swashbuckling Visitors Will Find A Treasure Chest Of "Cayman Fun & Games"
Focusing On ""Olde Tyme" Caymanian Traditions --

GRAND CAYMAN, BWI. July 25. 1993 -- "Cavman Fun & Games." the theme of the
Cayman Islands’ 19th Annual Pirates Week Festival. invites all children and kids at heart to
discover "olde tyme" Caymanian pastimes. from catboat racing to livelv games of dominoes.
Combined with an exciting program of sporting events, Cavman-style playtime will offer more
than a week’s worth of entertainment for visitors. The fun will last long after Blackbeard and
his buccaneers lay siege to George Town and parade the "Governor" of the Cayman Islands away
in shackles on October 21, during the opening Pirates Landing in George Town Harbour.

According to Pirates Week Chairman Mike Lockwood. Cayman'’s national ‘festival offers
visitors more activities than ever. The celebration begins with a fireworks display and "Pirate
Lookout" on October 20 and officially opens with the colorful Pirates Landing and float parade
on October 21.

Don’t let that swashbuckling theme fool you. In spite of its title, celebrating Cayman’s
unique seafaring heritage and variety of natural and sporting attractions is the real focus of Pirates
Week.

During the District Heritage Day fairs, visitors can learn about the fascinating traditions
which have formed Caymanian culture. The Caymanian people and their islands’ attractions are

-more-
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“Those who know us. love us.”



the real treasures you'll discover: from snorkeling, scuba diving and golf to exploring the Queen
Elizabeth II Botanic Park, Mastic Trail. National Museum and Cayman Turtle Farm.

Pirates Week 1995 offers visitors a wide variety of cultural and athletic activities
throughout the week. This year's exciting program offers experiences ranging from sampling
traditional Cayman dishes like conch. turtle stew and cassava heavy cakes at the District Heritage
Day fairs to participating in an underwater treasure hunt. golf tournaments and triathlons.

The action begins on October 20 -- even before the pirates arrive -- with the popular
Pirates Week 5K Run, which draws athletes from all over the world. But save some energy for
after dark. The festival kicks off with a fun-filled evening featuring a fireworks displayv over Hog
Sty Bay followed by the Pirates Lookout Dance.

On Saturday afternoon, October 21 at 4:00 p.m. George Town will be under siege when
pirates invade, arriving on vessels which can range from a replica of Spanish galleon to the
Atlantis XI submarine and custom dive boats. The colorful spectacle spills ashore with the
capture of the "Governor" of the Cayman Islands, followed by a float parade through the streets
of George Town depicting this vear's theme, "Cayman Fun & Games." Accompanying the floats
will be local steel bands comprised of talented school children and costumed troupes.

The siege continues with a street dance and food festival from 8:00 p.m. until midnight
featuring local Cayman bands.

Throughout the week, colorful swashbuckling characters appear in unexpected places
throughout Grand Cayman. Look for a modern Blackbeard, realistic in detail down to red
ribbons in his beard, once again portrayed by Plymouth, North Carolina actor Ben Cherry.
Joining him will be Cayman’s own hospitable buccaneers and the perennial appearance by the
Seattle Seafair Pirates. Together. they will hold surprise island-wide "raids," on restaurants, shops
and other public places, providing excitement and photo opportunities. Visitors are urged to
bring their own costumes and join in the fun.

Piratical antics prevail throughout the week until Saturday night, October 29 at 7:30 p.m.,

when order is restored to the Cayman Islands during the public "Trial of the Pirates" on the Law

-more-



Courts Building Steps in George Town. Immediately following is the final street dance. with
plenty of music and local food on sale in celebration of the Governor's return.

During the week. visitors are welcome to participate or watch the many competitions and
sporting events including:

. Pirates Week SK Run (October 20)

. 16th Annual Pirates Week 3-Mile Swim (October 21)

. Underwater Treasure Hunt for snorkelers and divers (October 22). Calico

Jack’s Watersports Centre on the waterfront, North Church Street
. Johnnie Walker golf tournament at Britannia (October 22) and Bacardi golf
tournament at The Links at SafeHaven (October 29)

. Mickey Mouse Doubles Darts (October 29)

. Adult Triathlon (October 29)

. 11th Annual Sailboard Race (October 28 & 29), Sailboards Caribbean

. Auto Cross Action car racing (October 29)

Pirates Week offers a great family vacation with challenging activities for children as well.
including:

. SafeHaven Children’s Fun Fair and Costume Contest (October 22)

. Children’s Triathlon (October 27)

. Annual Children’s Swim Meet sponsored by Foster’s Food Fair (October 28)

Cayman’s heritage and culture are spotlighted during the District Days. Visitors can
sample favorite Caymanian dishes from each district, such as stewed conch, fish tea and coconut
"rundown" and see demonstrations and displays of traditional dress, techniques and customs. In
the past these have included a re-enactment of an old time Caymanian wedding, cat boat building,
turtle ranging, thatch craft and rope-making and outdoor "caboose-style" cooking. In addition,
Cayman’s traditional quadrille dancing and music and folkloric and comic skits are highlights of

evening Heritage Day programs.

-more-



This year’s District Heritage Day schedule includes:

October 23
October 24
October 25
October 26
October 27

East End

West Bay

North Side

George Town and Savannah/Newlands

Bodden Town

For a copy of the complete Pirates Week program or further information on any event.

contact: Pirates Week Committee Office, P.O. Box 51GT: PH: (809) 949-5078: FAX: (809)

949-5449.

For more information about the Cayman Islands, contact the nearest Cayman Islands

Department of Tourism office: in Miami, 6100 Blue Lagoon Drive, Suite 150, Miami. FL
33126-2085, tel. (305) 266-2300; in New York, 420 Lexington Avenue, Suite 2733, New York,
NY 10170, tel. (212) 682-5582; in Houston, Two Memorial City Plaza, 820 Gessner, Suite 170,
Houston, TX 77024, tel. (713) 461-1317; in Los Angeles, 3440 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1202,
Los Angeles, CA 90010, tel. (213) 738-1968; in Chicago, 9525 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Suite -
160, Rosemont, IL. 60018, tel. (708) 678-6446; in Canada, 234 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite
506, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4P 1KS, tel. (416) 485-1550.
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Travel briefs g4 . o (bt )
Federal health officials have added hepatitis A to the list of -

vaccinations many international travelers should obtain before
lcaving the United States. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) recommends the vaccine” for people
going anywhere other than Canada, Western Europe, Scandina-
via. Japan. Australia and New Zealand . . . “Fun and Games”. is
the theme of the Cavman Islands 19th annual Pirdtes Week Fes-
Uval starting Friday.; Among events are a pi tes;invasion, -
strect dances. sports comipetitions and firewor 5 In dfion:_ -

(809) 949-5078 L. Club Med.has received apprd al from:fhe * -

Bahamian government to build a casino at .its _Qolqmﬁ:"_u?;jsle'; i
(San Salvador) property..The casino will have 35 slot machines,
two blackjack tables and a roulette table.. . . Buckingham Palace .
in London Was ranked the worst value for touﬁsts%hbﬁey‘}agd

the Royal Pavilion'in Brighton the best in a sur¥ey-of:14 popu.
er W

SN

lar British sites by Britain’s Consumer Associ.ag.'qn r I
e T ‘!.». [ AP 5 "f"
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Circ: 50,328

TRAVEL WEEKLY'S BUIDE TO THE CARIBBEAN AND THE BAHAMAS

Cayman Isles Slate Pirates Week

Reed Travel Features take part in an underwater
GEORGE TOWN, Cayman Is- | treasure hunt, golf tourna-
lands — The 19th annual Cay- | ments and triathions.
man Islands Pirates Week Caymanian customs will be
Festival Oct. 20 to 29 is a trea- | demonstrated, and colorful !
sure chest of old-time Cay- | swashbuckling characters will !
manian traditions and events. | appear in Grand Cayman. '

Visitors can sample tradi- For information, call (809) !
| tional Cayman dishes and | 949-5078. i

i
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CARIBBEAN

SuperClubs has opened two new r.
sorts in the Caribbean, Breezes Bah.
mas in Nassau and Breezes Monteg.
Bay in Jamaica. The super-inclusive
properties are designed for the mor
value-conscious guest, but still deliver
quality and value, says the literaturc

Cayman Islands 19th Annual Pirate:
Week Festival is set for Oct 20-29,
promising lively activities for every
member of the family. Traditional is
land pastimes such as catboat racing
and dominoes will be among the
events, as will such activities as fire-
works, a parade, street dancing, goli-
tournaments, underwater treasure
hunts and sailboard racing. For a
schedule, fax the organizing com-
mittee at 809-949-5449.

pX
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THE 1995 HONORS ¢ By VELINDA LEwWIS- \I—&TRAVERS
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"7OR ITS LONGSTANDING EFFORT — AND OUT-  number of visitors increased dramatically over the

-4 standing results ~ in protecting the marine  last 15 years, so had local concern that the reefs

resources of the British Virgin Islands, the  were being damaged by anchors. The response

reef protection and moorings system of the B.V.I.  was a system of art1f101al moorings — 190 are
National Parks Trust has won the Fourth Annual  currently in place - and marine park leglslatmn

ISLANDS Ecotourism Award. “We thought the B.V.I. project was noteworthy

Co-sponsored by the Caribbean Tourism Orga-  for several reasons,” said Joan Tapper, editor of

nization and American Airlines.and ISLANDS. “First and foremost, it

American Eagle, the award recog- /f\.—_\ highlighted islanders’ awareness that
) . = . P S NG NG, =

nizes projects in the Caribbean that < it was crucial to preserve what visitors
preserve fragile island environments ] Q
Lo

1 A 1 HWS " Wwere coming to see.”

while promoting tourism. M A G A ZINE But also impressive, she pointed
Boating and diving are corner- : - out, was the ion among the
s A 'S Ecotourism “ward cooperatio g
stones of B.V.I. tourism, and as the 2>~~~ "°'

private sector - the dive operators

. i AN
A boater’s dream, the British Virgin Islands acted to ensure its marine environment did not become a nightmare. -
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who first noticed prob- M A G
lems - the government,

S IERORTEEST T

LANDS
A ZI1NE

Ecotourism Award

cannunity effort in iden-
Giving a hitherto unac-

and the trust.

Finallv. she added. “the project also
had in place the other important ele-
ments of a successful program: a wide-
spread push for education and the in-
stitutions to collect fees und entorce
park regulations.”

A representative of the British Vi irgin
[slands National Parks Trust \\/111
receive a check for $1.000 and the win-
ner’s plaque at the annual meeting of
the Caribbean Tourism Ormlmz“tlon
in the Bahamus.

A RECORD TOTAL OF 37 PROJECTS ON 23
islands were considered for the award.
Three of the projects, representing a
wide range of current ecotourism —
from public to private ventures, and
from broad-based works to small.
community campaigns - were also
named finalists:

Royal Mt. Carmel Falls, Grenada - for a

24

Local treasure: Royal Mt. Carmel Falls.

" “Then the rains came and washed it
all away,” remembers Joseph. But the
v1Ilaoers were undaunted. They went
back put in a proper drainage system,
and started the process all over again.
The trail, a 15-minute wooded walk
to the once-hidden falls, opened to the
public in Februarv 1995. There are
now handrails, botanical labels, bench-

tnowledged natural re-
source — a waterfall - and establishing
and promoting it us a worthv attraction
for visitors to *lu “Spice Isle.’

Mastic Trai and Cavmnan - for
restoring a m)-year-old footpath
through swan..:s. furms, and woodlands
that are home o the largest variety of
native Hora and fauna in the Cd_»mdns.
Guana Islanc. British Virgin Islands —
tor blending a scientific research
program and 3 2 reintroduction of
indigenous ' : [ndian species with a
low-key, ecoir ically oriented private
island resort.

]Sl

L ==

and a booth with a uni-

es, latrines, picnic tables, M G A
1

Ecotou

: . -~ G En TR L S e
A
ANDS
Z ! N E benefit from coconut
smAward trees. “You get thirsty up

formed attendant who col-
lects the fee ~ one dollar.

“The locals are rea” having a ball,”
reports Joseph. “The: :ing their pic-
nics up, and their guit::s. There’s lots
of singing.” Near the picnic tables
stands an “autograph area”: Picnickers
can etch their names into the soft bark
of cochineal trees with a bamboo sty-
lus. Tourists are adding their inscrip-
tions, too. Approxim: " 2,500 visitors
have come since the -rail opened,
some from as far as the anary Islands.

Residents have responded by setting
up stands along the road to sell hand-
crafted straw hats and baskets, home-
made mauby and sea-moss juices, and
honey. (“We are trying to get the honey
man to label and Lo :le properly,”
Joseph says.)

Plantmg trees is next. The terrain
could benefit from the stabilizing roots
of spice and fruit trees. Visitors could

there,” Joseph savs, “and
it’s sure nice to have a refreshing drink
of waternut (green coconut).”

Joseph, who oversees several pro-
jects on Grenada, is particularly enthu-
siastic about this one. “It’s the kind of
place that makes vou want to hold
someone’s hand,” she says, “and just
talk, relax, or write poems. In fact,
we've already had a poem published in
the paper about the falls.”

St. Andrew’s Development Organiza-
tion, Ben Jones Street, Grencille, St.
Andrew’s, Grenada; (809) 442-6493.

Mastic Trail, Grand Cayman

TRAIL THAT ONCE LINKED THE

north and south coasts of Grand
Cavman is now linking Caymanians
with their past. The new Mastic Trail,
set up by the National Trust for the
Cayman Islands along a 200-vear-old .
pedestrian nght-of-wav introduces resi--
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dents and vi- . ors to the

LY

tace.” Thongh the coast is

rich history of un astonish-

Ecotourism Awar

at least o miles avwav and

ing area that includes karst
pinnacles, mangrove swamps. and vin-
tage woodlands.

“This land re:'lv is a window anto
the way Carily' .+ 1 islands once were.”
savs Fred Bur . a scientist who man-
ages various trust projects. "We have
plants no one knew were here.”

Until very recently, much of the tlora

Uwas unidentified and unrecorded.

And Burton points out
that these discon -ries
are importani 1 lica-
tors,” kevs th..r could
unlock a lot of botani-
cal secrets.

The two-mile trail,
named for the massive
mastic tree. crosses
through prim: = -Irv-
evergreen fore:t 10w
rare throughout the
Caribbean.

“There is precious
little land like :his
left,” he savs. “Similar
woodlands along
coastal areas have
been developed.”

The human history
of the area began a couple of hundred
vears ago, when settlers along the
north coast cut a trail into the wood-
lands to search for timber.

“Not only did they export hardwoods
like mahogany and West Indian cedar,”
says Burton, “they also built ships.
These men went into the woods look-
ing for trees to use for their boats.”

At the same time farmers on the
south couast were cutting a path north,
clearing land to grow fruit trees and

Cayman Islands Dopt of Jounsny Hotbara Curnio Datsy

. graze cattle. "he trail now runs past
mango and tu.aarind trees. rempants

of old farms, as well as through old
buttonwood swamps. It also incorpo-
rates an old causeway that crossed a
mangrove swamp, evidence of “stupen-
dous effort” at the tumn of the century.
“Five men hauled in mahogany logs,”
says Burton, "aid them down next to
each other, ai.d then brought in rocks
and coral rubble to smoath out the sur-

Along the trail an old mastic
tree dwarfs guide Albert Hines.

the terrain rough, the
causeway eventually ran for 1,000 feet.

“Remember. agriculture was much
more important then,” savs Burton,
noting that banking, real estate devel-
opment. and tourism are better bets in
todav’s island economv.

But the trust is betting that many

visitors will be fascinated by the Mastic
Trail. They expect 3.300 people a vear
to join the guided
tours. thus supporting
trust efforts to buv the
land and insure its
biodiversity into the
next century,
Mastic Trail, P.O. Box
31116, Secven Mile
Beach, Grand Cay-
man. Cayman Islands;
(809) 949-1996.

Guana Island,
British Virgin
Islands

HEN GLORIA AND

Henry Jarecki
bought Guana Island
in 1974, they knew
thev had an unspoiled
piece of the Caribbean. The 850-acre
island just north of Tortola, home to a
Quaker sugar plantation in the 1Sth
century, had been turned into a small
resort in the 1930s. _

When the Jareckis took over, they
modernized the hand-built stone cot-
tages and limited the guests to 30.
Though they had no particular interest
in conservation, the Jareckis neverthe-
less wanted to protect Guana’s ecology.
They soon learned how special their
private island was.

In 1982 James (Skip) Lazell, an
American scientist working in Anegada,
came to meet the Jareckis and see the
island he'd heard so much about.

“He spent a month biologizing, and
he was just overwhelmed,” recalls
Henry Jarecki.

Guana has “the richest flora and
fauna known for an island of its size
anvwhere in the West Indies. and prob-
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CAYMAN ISLANDS

If you're staying on Grand Cayman,
largest of the three islands in the
group, don’t miss Stingray City: as
you snorkel off a boat, the rays come
by to be fed and patted, but not to
sting. In the new Queen Elizabeth
I1 Botanic Park, a mile-long self-
guided trail rakes you through the
islands’ narural environment, rare
parrots and orchids, great mahogany
trees and all. Over on Cayman Brac

SR e

there are wonderful opportunities
for cavers and hikers along the

. island’s mountainous spine — with

a secluded white sand cove at the
end of che trail. Little Cayman
caters to bird-watchers and ourdoor
types wanting to get away from it
all. The three islands share some of
the finest diving on the planet —

Tulum, Mexico

Isles of Adventure

any of coday’s
couples, physically
tit and ready for
some new outrdoor
experiences, are
finding worlds to explore in che
Caribbean. Just about every sport
thac doesn’t require snow and ice is
there for you year-round, on land, on
the water and beneath it. Buc you
can also climb a wacerfall, hike
through a rain forest or explore an
unspoiled wetland; you can go in
search of a rare, exoric parrot or find
history in the stones of a ruined forr.
For those dedicated to an active
lifestyle, here's a sampling of
Caribbean destinations, and some
of the adventures waiting there.

and for postcards home, there’s a

post office cailed Hell.



WOMEN'S SPORTS TRAVELLER
FALL WINTER 1995
Circ: N=A

STINGRAY CITY

he stingray settles on vour head like a giant pan-
cake, embracing vou with its wings and soft velver

touch. VIcanwhlle a dozen more of these graceful
swimmers circle around you. You can only be in one
place: Stingray City, off the shore of Grand Cayman, the
largest of the Cayman Islands.
This feeding ground, 12 feet underwater, is an
hour’s catamaran ride across the island’s North Sound.
For decades the
rays were drawn
- to the area by
~ local fishermen
~ who; after clean-
" ing their catch,
would throw the
 remains over-
- board. Today,
stingrays—most
" with wingspans
of more than five
feet—still “fly”
|- in whenever they
hear a motor.

" Part of the thrill of this close encounter is over-
commg your fear of such huge creatures. These are
‘not your averagc anusocxal stmgrays—chcy re the

S fncndly variety, found only in the Caymans. Offer
them a little diced squ:d and you can pet them like
pupplcs. Scuba dlve or skm dive using a snorkel:
undcrwatcr ymtq last about an hour—too short for
this | rare 5xp§rfcnce. For’ information, call 800422-
9626 and ask for thc Cayman Island Tourist Office.

~—Joan Iaconetti
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASY Contacr: Dehorah BernsteinyKellv Reed
Auron D. Cushiman & Assoc.
212 836-0100)
Barbura Currie Dailey
Cayman Islands Dept. of Tourism
)Y 949-9182

CAYMAN ISLANDS MILLION DOLLAR MONTH FINAL ROUND-UP

-- Missouri Angler Takes Top Honors For Landing A 478-pound Atlantic Blue Marlin --

GRAND CAYMAN. BWL Julv 11. 1995 - Thomas Terril. a real estate developer
trom St. Louis. is the winner of 1 fantastic prize -- a weeklong vacation for 99 vears at an
award-winning resort in Grand Cavman -- the top honor in the 12th Annual Cayman Islands
Million Dollar Month International Fishing Tournament. Terril also received $5.000 in cash
plus other prizes for landing a 478-pound Atlantic blue marlin on June 23.

In addition to the grand prize stay at Morritt's Tortuga Club in Grand Cavman and the
cash prize for the Heaviest Fish Caught by a Visiting Angler, Terril received the following
honors: the Cayman Islands Government Trophy for the Angler Landing the Largest Atlantic
Blue Marlin over 300 pounds and an original art award sponsored by Carev Chen. and the
Angler Landing the High Point Blue Marlin award and perpetual trophy sponsored by Florida-
based sculptor Randy Buck.

The final Million Dollar Month Scoreboard included 200 anglers (fishing on 70 boats)
who caught three blue marlin. one white marlin, 85 vellowtfin tuna, 65 wahoo and 33 dolphin
fish. A total of 67 blue marlin were released. The month-long tournament carried a 300-
pound minimum for blue marlin. except during sanctioned tournaments. when the weight limit
was 200 pounds and a 10-pound minimum for other eligible species of yellowfin tuna. wahoo
and dolphin. For the first time this vear. fishermen were required to submit photographic
evidence of billfish releases. using disposable cameras supplied during the tournament.

-more-
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Other top winners included:

. Capt. Hevard Smith of Grand Cayvman. the owner of Cavman Sunser which was
used by Terril. won the $25.000 prize for the Boat Owner Landing the Heaviest
Blue Marlin and the award for Captain of the Boat Landing the Largest

Eligible Fish.

. Judy Billeter. Islund Spirit. Registered Boat Owner Landing the Largest

Yellowtfin Tuna (78 pounds). $3.000 cash prize

. David Alberga. Belle Esprir. Registered Boat Owner Landing the Largest
Wahoo (57 pounds. four ounces). $3.000 cash prize: Registered Boat Owner
Landing the Largest Dolphin (46 pounds. eight ounces). $3.000 cash prize:
Registered Boat Owner Landing the Heaviest Grand Slam (combined weight of
three fish: 75-pound. two-ounce vellowtin tuna. 57-pound. four-ounce wahoo

and 46-pound. eight-ounce dolphin).

For more information regarding next vear's Million Dollar Month International Fishing -
Tournament. contact the nearest Cayman Islands Department of Tourism office: in Miami,
6100 Blue Lagoon Drive, Suite 150. Miami. FL 33126-2085, tel. (305) 266-2300; in New
York, 420 Lexington Avenue, Suite 2733. New York. NY 10170, tel. (212) 682-3582: in
Houston, Two Memorial City Plaza. 820 Gessner. Suite 170, Houston. TX 77024, tel. (713)
461-1317: in Los Angeles, 3440 Wilshire Boulevard. Suite 1202, Los Angeles, CA 90010,
tel. (213) 738-1968; in Chicago, 9523 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Suite 160, Rosemont, IL
60018. tel. (708) 678-6446; in Canada. 234 Eglinton Avenue East. Suite 306. Toronto.
Ontario. Canada M4P 1K3, tel. (416) 485-1550.

#H

Ci#61 Million Dollar Month Roundup
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Cayman Islands Miilion Dollar Month
June 1-30, Cayman Islands, BWI < 7=

Thomas Terril, a real estate developer from St. Louis,
captured the Cayman Islands Million Dollar Month
grand prize — a weeklong vacation for 99 years at an
award-winning resort in Grand Cayman — plus 35,0C0
in cash and other prizes for landing a 478-pound
Atlantic blue marlin on June 23.

The final Million Dollar Month scoreboard included
200 anglers (fishing on 70 boats) who caught three blue
marlin, one white marlin, 85 yellowfin tuna, 65 wahoo
and 35 dolphin. A total of 67 blue marlin were released.
The month-long tournament carried a 300-pound mini-
mum for blue marlin, except during sanctioned tourna-
ments, when the weight limit was 200 pounds. For the
first time this year, fishermen were required to submit
photographic evidence of billfish releases, using dispos-
able cameras supplied during the tournament.

Other top Million Dollar Month winners included:

Award Boat Owner  Weight
Top Boat  Cayman SunsetHevard Smith 478
Top Yellowfin  Island Spiric  Judy Billeter 78
Top Wahoo Belle Esprit David Algerga 57

Top Dolphin  Belle Esprit  David Algerga 46.5 i

Top Grand Slam  Belle Esprit  David Algerga 178.5 :



NMAN
ISIANDS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Deborah Bernstein/Kelly Reed
Aaron D. Cushman & Assoc.
(212) 836-0100
Burbara Currie Dailev
Cayman Islands Dept. of Tourisin
1509) 949-9152

GRAND CAYMAN’S QUEEN ELIZABETH I BOTANIC PARK ADDS
VISITOR CENTER. HERITAGE GARDEN AND LAKE

-- Future Additions Include Garden Of Islands And Garden Of Flowering Plants --

GRAND CAYMAN, BWI. September 6. 1995 -- This winter. visitors to Grand
Cayman will be able to amble among colorful roses. orchids. hibiscus and jasmine and
glimpse green back herons when a new Visitor Center. Heritage Garden and lake open at the
Queen Elizabeth II Botanic Park. The new attractions are being added as part of the Park’s
$1.75 million. second-phase expansion program.

"The Botanic Park is a shining example of the Cayman Islands’ commitment to the
preservation of our terrestrial environment. The new additions to the Park will offer residents
and visitors alike the opportunity to enjoy and better understand the country’s diverse tlora
and fauna which have played an important role in Caymanian culture." said Hon. Thomas
Jefferson, Minister of Tourism, Aviation and Commerce. "In addition, the Botanic Park
provides the perfect setting for relaxing and enjoying the tropical scenery of the Cayman
Islands."

The two-story Visitor Center. scheduled to open in February 1996, will be designed as
a contemporary interpretation of Caymanian architecture. The Center will feature a central
reception area offering park information. as well as permanent and changing exhibits. The

-more-
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second floor will be designed as a large. open space for classes. lectures and demonstrations.
Other facilities will include a gitt shop and a cafe set in a rain garden courtvard.

Nearby. the Heritage Garden. set to open in late spring 1996, will feature.a restored
early 20th-century wooden cottage. complete with a porch. cistern. natural well and fences.
[n front of the house. visitors will find a variety of blooming plants. including roses. jasmine.
hibiscus, crotons. orchids and Crepe Myrtle. In back of the cottage. tea bushes and medicinal
plants will be grown. and bread fruit. tamarind. plum. cherry. ackes. chella mella and thatch
palm trees will be planted on the grounds.

The Heritage Garden will add an important historical and educational element to the
Botanic Park by showing visitors how early settlers lived and depended heavily on their land
for survival. In addition, the Garden will serve as a valuable source of traditior.l plants and
trees which are rapidly disappearing as new varieties are favored by Cayman residents.

In late 1996. nature lovers will have the opportunity to view the native plants of the
Cayman [slands. Cuba, Jamaica. Hispaniola, Puerto Rico. South Florida. The Bahamas.
Virgin Islands and Lesser Antilles in nine individual areas planted in a "sea" of lawn in a
location known as the Garden of Islands. This will be an ongoing project. developed and
expanded over many years as the collection of plants from around the Caribbean and tropics
increases. The latter will serve as an important gene pool for future cooperative propagation
and reintroduction programs, as well as a laboratory for botanists who will be able to study a
variety of plant species without having to travel a great distance from the Cayman Islands.

Located near the southern end of the Botanic Park is a lake, which was completed in
August 1995. It has three small islands which serve as an important habitat and breeding area
for native birds that live near large bodies of water. Visitors can view tri-color herons, cattle
egrets. green back herons, common moorhens. whistling ducks, black necked stilts and pied-
billed grebes in this three-acre setting. This area is not yet open to the public but is expected
to open in late 1996.

On the southern edge of the lake. visitors will see native wetland vegetation mingled
with Caribbean plants. The Garden of Islands and a flowering tree collection. planted on the
southwestern edge, will provide a colorful backdrop for the lake. Eventually. the eastern

-more- -
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portion of the lake. adjacent to the buttonwood swamp. will have a boardwalk where visitors
can take leisurely strolls to the bird-watching tower and lookout.

Overlooking the lake. the Garden of Flowering Plants. also scheduled to open in late
1996. will teature trees. shrubs. vines. perennials and lilies trom throughout the tropical
world. The plants will be grouped according to four color schemes: cool. hot and light red:
pink. orange and salmon: white. vellow and gold: and blue. lavender and purple.

At the garden. visitors will be able to relax in a rustic wooden gazebo and enjov a
view of a waterfall cascading oft an elevated freshwater reservoir filled with water lilies. The
pavilion also will provide an excellent view of the lake.

Commonwealth Historic Resource Management Ltd.. based in Canada and the Cavman
[slands. is in charge of the Botanic Park project. In addition. the firm is directing the Pedro
St. James Castle restoration project in Savannah. Grand Cayvman.

The Queen Elizabeth II Botanic Park is a project of the Cayman Islands Government
and the National Trust for the Cayman Islands. The Park is administered by the Department
of Tourism. Aviation and Commerce.

Located on Frank Sound Road. the Botanic Park was officially opened by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II on February 27. 1994. The park. which is about a 40-minute drive from
downtown George Town, is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Admission fees are $3
for adults; $1.25 for children ages six to 12, and free. under six.

For more information on the Botanic Park. call (809) 947-9462 or fax (809) 947-7875.

More information on the Cavman Islands is available from the nearest Cayman Islands
Department of Tourism office: in Miami, 6100 Blue Lagoon Drive, Suite 150, Miami. FL
33126-2085, tel. (305) 266-2300; in New York, 420 Lexington Avenue, Suite 2733, New
York, NY 10170, tel. (212) 682-5582; in Houston, Two Memorial City Plaza, 820 Gessner,
Suite 170, Houston. TX 77024, tel. (713) 461-1317; in Los Angeles, 3440 Wilshire
Boulevard, Suite 1202, Los Angeles. CA 90010, tel. (213) 738-1968; in Chicago, 9525 W.
Bryn Mawr Avenue. Suite 160. Rosemont. IL 60018. tel. (708) 678-6446: in Canada, 234
Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 306. Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4P 1K3, tel. (416) 485-1550.

#HH
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Tourism Numbers Up
In the Cayman is!ands

i Elizabech I Boranie Park. The new scorac-
: tions are being :dded s purs of the Purs’s
§ 3173 million second-phuse expansion oro-

/ HILE MANY OF

!

/

THE CARIBBEAN ISLANDS HAVE

- REPORTED STAGNANT

tourism numbers in 1993 chus far. the Cavman Islands are report-

Ing a significant increase for the firse half of che vear. This increase comes

on the heels of an 18 percent gain in visitors from 1995 to 1994,

Alr arnivals are up 8.3 percent for the
fiest and second quarters ot 1993, Close to
191.000 visitors ﬂu\ 0 the Cavman Islands

e same period lase vear.
Cruise ship arriv als showed a 10.63 per-

cent increase during the same period. A
total of 335,180 cruise pussengers traveled |

: rooms will be availubie: che resort’s muin '
TESTIUrANGS dnd meeting facilides will also

i be completed by then.
during this time, an increase of 14.902 over

The rull-service hote! will cater to 1 mix

i of incentive meeting zroups und upscale
i letsure travelers. More than 2,630 square

feer of tlexible meeting space will be avail-
able for groups of up to 400. Two board-

The $1.75 million expansian of the nueen Elizabeth il Botanic
Park will add the Heritage Garden and a visitor center.

to the Cavman Islands from January
through June 19953, compared to 302,916
during the first six months of 1994,

“We are looking forward to another ban-
ner vear in 1995, says Thomas Jefferson,
the minister of tourism. aviation and plan-
ning. “We are focusing on sustainable
growth and continuing our efforts to target
the upscale traveler, as well as selected
niche markets such as families, honey-

mooners. divers, nature lovers and history
butfs.”

Grand Cayman is preparing to welcome

its newest luxury property. The 340-room
Westin Casuarina Resort is located direct-
ly on Seven Mile Beach. next to the gov-
ernor’s mansion, and it will be ready tor a
soft opening on Oct. 26. Half the guest
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groups of up to 53. and 1

will be availuble for
exhibits or breaks.

acre site include two large
free-form pools and two

bar. two tennis courts and a
fitness center. The dive
shop. operated by Red Sail
Sports. will offer *Discover

fication courses. A water-
sports center will feature
sailing, windsurfing, water
skiing and parasailing,

The entire resort is slat-
ed 1o open by the end of
the year: introductory dou-
ble rates range from $180 to $290 per room
per night through Dec. 13.

Several packages are being offered
through Dec. 13. A three-night dive pack-
age is priced from $1,028 per person dou-
ble. Included are accommodartions, one
daily two-tank dive, one night dive and
one sunset dive.

A seven-night honevymoon package is
priced from $1.699 to 32.626 per couple.
The package includes accommodations. a
welcome bottle of champagne, breakfast in
bed che first morning, one dav’s Jeep rencal,
a sunset cruise and 1 his-and-hers massage.
For more information. call 300-228-3000.

Clients visiting Grand Cavman this win- i
ter will be able to see a new Heritage Gar- :
den. visitor center and lake at the Queen

¢ Garden will feature 4 restored E

{apen in Febr

whirlpools. a swim-up pool i

Scuba” programs and certi- :

throughouc the trop-

gram.

Ser o open in December. the Heritare
ast Ead cot-

i tage. complete with a porch. 4 vistern. & nur-
fural weil and “ences.

ATIRE ZJ{41817S
The two-stors visitor cencern shired o

will he desizned 15 2

contemporany nterpretation of Cavmanian
farchitecture. A recepting area will oifer
i information. ds «well as both permanent ind
{ changing exhibits. The second tloor wiil
host classes. leczures and demonstracions.
rooms can accommodate i

In March. nuature lovers will ses the native

¢ plants of the Cavman Istands. Cuba. Jamaica.
spacious pre-function area |

Hispaniola (the island chat comprises

i the Dominican Republic and Hairi, Puerto
i Rico. South Florida. the Bahamus and
Fucilicies on the cight- :

the Virgin [siands
in individual areas
planted in a “sea” of

T AcaT

awn in a location frmsmen, o
known as the Garden Reuso P. Phest
of Isl':mds. . o+ Caer

The Garden of S

Flowering Plants is i
slated fora Mav 1996 hsgocare Paer
opening duate and e
will have shrubs, Mxx Oorser
vines and lilies from Aoz Qmecn:

ical world. The planes | Sﬂfg_%ﬁgm
will be grouped | .

according to four
color schemes.

The park is open
daily from 7:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. Admis-
sion fees are $3.12 for
adults and $1.25 for
children 6 to 12;
those under 6 are
admitted free.

For more infor-
mation on the
Quecen Elizabeh 11
Bortanic Park. call
809-947-9462 or fax
809-947-7873.
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FACTS ABOUT THE CAYMAN TURTLE FARM

The Cavman Turtle Farm Ltd. (estaplished as Mariculture LTD in 1968) became a government-owned
operation in 1983, It is the oniv commercial green sea turtle farm in the world. [t fails under the
Jurisdiction of the Minister for Agriculture. Natural Resources. Communication and Works. Hon. John
McLean. O.B.E. The Farm serves three purposes:

. as a commercial operation raising captive-bred green sea turtles. a ¢ertain number of which are

used for food in the Cayvman islands. preserving a cultural tradition:

as a scientific-based attraction 1o educate visitors and residents about sea turtles. and

. as a scientific project. continuing research about sea turtles and releasing a number 37 vouny green
sea turtles into the sea each vear in an attempt to replenish the wild population.

As of March 1993, the Farm has 1£.336 green turtles. including 323 mature adult breeders. 477 Atlantic
ridlevs. one loggerhead and two hawksbiil turtles.

Green turtles live to the ripe old age of 100 vears. The mating season begins in March and lasts through
May. Their nesting season is May through October. Turtles at the Farm dig their nests and lay eggs on
the man-made sand beach created west of the larze adult pools. The eggs hatch 60 days arter being laid.
The turtles are fed Purina Turtle Chow. a special mixture of nutrients developed for the Farm.

The Cayman Turtle Farm has an important annual release program. established in 1981. which has
released more than 30.000 green turtles into the Caribbean Sea off Cayman’s coastline. Although the
exact number varies from vear to vear. vearlings and hatchlings are released annually. usually around the
second week in October. in an attempt to repopulate the region’s waters. During the last two vears. 1.775
voung turtles have been released into local waters. Anvone may sponsor a release turtle for a fee of
(U.S.)$3 and will receive a certificate confirming their sponsorship.

During 1994, the Cayman Turtle Farm received more than 260,000 visitors and predicts an increase in
that figure by the end of 1995. The Farm has a staff of 23 Caymanian emplovees headed by Mr. Attlee
Ebanks. Managing Director. Four staff members have been with the Farm more than 20 vears.

Other species of fauna which are part of the Farm collection include a North American crocodile, endemic
hickatees (fresh water turtles), Grand Cayman iguanas, Cayman parrots, indigenous agouti and non-
indigenous blue and gold macaws. In the near tuture, the Farm is planning to add an aquarium. which
will contain many species of fish found in the Caribbean Sea. During 1995, special shaded rest areas wiil
be added and a new line of Caymanian crafts will be available for sale.

Turtle meat served in restaurants in the Cayman Islands comes only from the Cayman Turtle Farm. The
meat is made available to the community in limited quantities, since it was once the national dish and
plays an important part of the heritage of the Cavman Islands. Cayman’s traditional "national” dish is
turtle stew.

Due to the CITES law enacted in 1978 by the United States Government, visitors from the U.S. are
prohibited from taking home any sea turtle products. nor will the U.S. Customs authorities permit the
transshipment of any turtle products in the U.S.

-
“Those who know us. love us.”
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Circ: 53,503

The National Trust’s
Eco-Efforts Thrive

LIENTS INTERESTED IN EXPLORING A DIFFERENT SIDE OF GRAND CAYMAN CAN ENJOY A SELF-GUIDED EDU-

t

A cational tour of West Bay, the island’s second largest district. The National Trust recently published a 37-

page booklet titled Ar Historical Walting Tour of Central West Bay, available free of charge to all visitors.

Aceording to the
book s author and his-
torical programs” di-
rector for the National
Trust. Archurlvn Ped-
lev. "The tour pro-
vides the chunce to see
homes buile in the tra-
ditional architectural
stvle (timber. bunga-
low and manor hous-
es) and meet some of
the people of West
Bav.”

Pedley notes that
the book is divided
into three separate
tours. each of which
can be completed in
under an hour. Clients
can pick up a copy of
the guidebook at the
on-istand Nartional
Trust Office, the Mu-
seum Shop in George
Town or the Depare-
ment of Tourism. For
more information, call
809- 949-0121.

® A unique view of Among Treasure Island’s packages are dive
programs in the Cayman Islands.

Grand Cayman’s his-
tory is on display at
the Old Savannah Schooihouse, a 35-year-old
school located right off the main road to Bod-
den Town. The one-room building and sur-
rounding vard have been restored and house
interesting displays of antique furnishings
and memorabilia. Opening hours will be avail-
able soon.
s Eco-friendly development continues on
Lirtle Cayman at the Booby Pond Nature Reserve.
Home to more than 3.500 nesting pairs of red-
footed boobies and 100 pairs of frigate birds,
the area is the only large seabird breeding
colony in the Cavman Islands and one of the
largest in the entire Western Hemisphere.
More than two-thirds of the 202-acre sanc-
twary has been tumned over to the National
Trust as the first tract of land on the tiny island

12 CARIBBEAN & BAHAMAS/TRAVEL AGENT

ed bv the organiza-
tion. Obraining the

the reserve is a1 pri-

the trust. which is
working on a plan to
create a conserva-

visitors to Booby
Pond.

Construction is
now under way for
an adjacent Cayma-
nian-stvle building
that wiil house an
information center,
reference library,
meeting room and
observation deck.
The center is locat-
ed adjacent to the
nature reserve. For
more information on
this and other
National Trust pro-
jects, call 809-949-
0121 or fax
809-949-7494.
® Through Dec. 21, Treasure Island Resort is
offering travel agents a 15 percent commission
on all rooms and packages booked directly
through the property. In addition. the resort has
announced plans to freeze its current room
rates through the end of 1996. The nighdy
summer rates, in effect from April 9 through
Dec. 20, will remain ac $153 for a standard
double room, $170 for a pool view and $190 for
a room with a partial ocean view. During the
winter, double rates will range from $220 to
$260 per night per room.

More than 115 of the hotel’s 280 guest
rooms have been completely renovated and
refurbished so far as part of 2 $3.1 million over-
haul launched in November 1993.

Treasure Island offers a “Golf Package” in

to bevome fully :
owned and protect-

tion-education inter-
pretative center for |

conjunction with The Links at SufeHaven.
Grand Cavmun'’s 18-hole championship course.

¢ Athree-night program includes standard room
i accommodations. breakfust dailv. a welcome
remaining portion of

drink. T-shire. airport transters and two 18-

¢ hole rounds of golf. including transportacion to
mary objective of i

and from the course. Through Dec. 20. the rate

i is $525 per person double. Dive. honevmoon

and wedding packages are also available. Call
800-203-0775.

3> Little Cavman's
oldest resort, the 10-
unit cotrage-sevle
Southern Cross Club, is
currently closed for
renovations and
plans to reopen by
the end of the
month. The over-
haul includes gene-
ral propertv up-
grades, including
new plumbing in all
of the cottages, a
complete renovation
of the resort’s main
kitcchen and a new
swimming pool. A
grand reopening
special, from Nov. 1
through Jan. 15, fea-
tures seven-nights’
accommodations in
a beachfront cotrage,
six 2-tank dives, one
night dive, all meals,
a welcome rum
punch and airport
transfers on Little
Cayman. The dive
package is priced at
$689 per person
double; a non-
diver’s package is
$36+4. For more
information, call
800-899-2582 or
317-636-9501.

—Stacy H. Small
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Deborah Bernstein/Kelly Reed
Aaron D. Cushman & Assoc.
(212) 856-0100
Barbara Currie Dailev
Cayman Islands Dept. of Tourism
(509) 949-9182

LITTLE CAYMAN'S BOOBY POND GETS VISITOR CENTER
-- Rookery Is Cayman’s First RAMSAR Site And Only Tract Of Land

On Little Cayman Under National Trust Protection --

GRAND CAYMAN, BWI. August 3. 1995 -- Earlier this year, one of the Cayman
Islands’ most important wildlife habitats. the Booby Pond Nature Reserve on Little Cayman,
moved closer to achieving permanent protection from development through ownership by the
National Trust for the Cayman Islands.

The saltwater pond and surrounding mangrove habitat is a natural rookerv, home to an
estimated 3,500 nesting pairs of red-footed boobies (one of the largest breeding colonies in
the Western Hemisphere) and 100 pairs of magnificent frigate birds. Boobies mate for life
and nest from February through July in the mangrove trees within the sanctuary. Each pair
produces only one downy white chick at a time, and the parents share in the care of the
young bird -- a challenging task, since the chicks have a voracious appetite.

Now the National Trust’s Little Cayman District Committee has achieved another
important goal. On July 22, ground was broken for a Cayman-style building adjacent to the
Booby Pond Nature Reserve, which will serve as an information center, complete with a
reference library, meeting room and observation deck with a high-power telescope
overlooking the Reserve for viewing birds and other wildlife.

-more-
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Spearheaded by the National Trust’s Little Cayman District Committee Chairman
Gladys Howard, owner of Pirates Point resort, this project has been the focus of fund-raising
efforts by the island’s Trust members for the past two years.

His Excellency the Governor of the Cayman Islands, Mr. Michael Gore, a keen
naturalist. wildlife photographer and bird-watcher, turned the ceremonial first spadeful of
earth. officially launching the project which is expected to be completed by the end of this
vear. Mr. Gore also unveiled a colorful pink. white and blue National Trust sign. declaring
the Reserve an official Trust site.

The Governor was instrumental in finalizing the 1995 land transfer which furthered
efforts toward environmental protection of this vital wetlands and waterfow! nesting area in
the Cayman Islands. As a result of Mr. Gore’s efforts, two tracts of Government-owned
Crown Land totaling 135 acres within Little Cayman’s Booby Pond Nature Reserve were
transferred to the Cayman Islands National Trust on April 12. Two-thirds of the Nature
Reserve’s 202 acres are now under National Trust protection, with 67 acres still privately
owned.

This is the first tract of land on Little Cayman to become owned and fully protected
by the National Trust. Formerly known as the Booby Pond and Rookery, this area is the only
large sea bird breeding colony in the Cayman Islands and one of three areas in the Cayman
Islands declared an Animal Sanctuary which is protected under the Animals Law of 1976. -
That law prohibits disturbing any form of plant or animal life in any way within the
boundaries of designated wildlife sanctuaries in the Cayman Islands. By transferring the Pond
to Trust ownership, its legal protection is secured under the country’s National Trust Law
passed in 1987. This protection is over and above that guaranteed by the Animals Law.

A key concern of the National Trust is ensuring that remaining privately owned land
surrounding the pond itself also is acquired and protected. Progress towards this goal was
achieved in March 1994, with the announcement that the British Government had given the
Cayman Islands a grant of (US)$15,500, earmarked for the National Trust’s Booby Pond

Nature Reserve project. Part of this funding has been used for property signs and
demarcation costs for the area.

~-more-



The Trust is now working to acquire the remaining 67 acres of privately owned land
1o bring the entire breeding colony and Reserve boundary under the full legal protection of
the National Trust’s parent legislation. In addition. Trust officials are working on a plan to
create an section of the Reserve designated as a conservation-education “interpretative” area.

Further protection for the rookery came last year when the Booby Pond Nature
Reserve was designated as an international RAMSAR site. The designation falls under the
United Nations convention which protects wetlands of critical international importance as
waterfow] habitats. To achieve RAMSAR recognition, a site must meet strict environmental
criteria and also must be protected by local legislation. which in this case is the Animals Law
of 1976 and National Trust Law of 1987.

Additional support for this Trust project came from Mr. Gore. who donated
(US)$25,000 from the Governor’s Fund for Nature to the Little Cayman District Committee
of the National Trust in April 1995. These funds were earmarked for the construction of the
Visitor Center, which will also serve as headquarters for the National Trust’s Little Cayman
district committee.

Anyone who would like to contribute to the Governor’s Fund For Nature should
contact the Office of the Governor, Government Administration Building, Grand Cayman,
BWI; tel. (809) 949-7900.

For further information about the Cayman Islands-National Trust, contact P.O. Box
31116 SMB, Grand Cayman, BWI; tel. (809) 949-0121; fax (809) 949-7494.

For more information on the Cayman Islands, contact the nearest Cayman Islands
Department of Tourism office: in Miami, 6100 Blue Lagoon Drive, Suite 150, Miami, FL
33126-2085, tel. (305) 266-2300; in New York, 420 Lexington Avenue, Suite 2733, New
York, NY 10170, tel. (212) 682-5582; in Houston, Two Memorial City Plaza, 820 Gessner,
Suite 170, Houston, TX 77024, tel. (713) 461-1317; in Los Angeles, 3440 Wilshire
Boulevard, Suite 1202, Los Angeles, CA 90010, tel. (213) 738-1968; in Chicago, 9525 W.
Bryn Mawr Avenue, Suite 160, Rosemont, IL 60018, tel. (708) 678-6446; in Canada, 234
Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 306, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4P 1K3, tel. (416) 485-1330.

B
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CAYMAN ISLANDS HEADED FOR ANOTHER BANNER YEAR

-- Air Arrivals For First Half Of 1995 Up By 8.47 Percent --

GRAND CAYMAN, BWI, September 6. 1995 -- The Cayman Islands experienced
another tourism record during the first six months of 1995, with air arrivals up 8.47 percent
over 1994, it was announced by Hon. Thomas Jefferson, Minister of Tourism, Aviation and
Planning, at a press conference held during the 19th Annual Caribbean Tourism Conference
(CTC-19) in Nassau, The Bahamas, today.

First and second quarter non-resident air arrivals to the Cayman Islands were up by
8.47 percent for a total of 190,774 -- an increase of 14,902 over the same period last year.
Cruise ship arrivals showed a 10.65 percent increase during the' same period, with a total of
335,180, compared to 302,916 during the first six months of 1994. Total arrivals to the
Cayman Islands, from January through June 1995, reached 525,954 compared to 478,788
through the end of June 1994.

"As visitor arrivals to the Cayman Islands continue to increase at a steady pace, we are
looking forward to yet another banner year in 1995. We are focusing on sustainable growth
and continuing our efforts to target the upscale traveler, as well as selected niche markets such
as families, honevmooners, divers. nature lovers and history buffs," said Minister Jefferson.
"While our country is famed for its crystal clear waters, the Cayman Islands has a wealth of
land-based attractions, including the Queen Elizabeth II Botanic Park, the Mastic Trail and

-more-
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“Those who know us. love us.”
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Pedro St. James Castle, which is undergoing a major restoration set for completion next fall.
In addition, the Cayman Islands will celebrate the opening of the new four-star. 340-room
Westin Casuarina Resort this December."

For more information about the Cayman Islands, contact the nearest Cayman Islands
Department of Tourism office: in Miami, 6100 Blue Lagoon Drive, Suite 150. Miami. FL
33126-2083, tel. (305) 266-2300: in New York, 420 Lexington Avenue, Suite 2733. New
York. NY 10170, tel. (212) 682-3582; in Houston, Two Memorial City Plaza. 820 Gessner.
Suite 170, Houston. TX 77024, tel. (713) 461-1317; in Los Angeles, 3440 Wilshire
Boulevard, Suite 1202, Los Angeles. CA 90010, tel. (213) 7538-1968; in Chicago, 9325 W.
Bryn Mawr Avenue, Suite 160, Rosemont. IL 60018. tel. (708) 678-6446; in Canada, 234
Eglinton Avenue East. Suite 306. Toronto. Ontario, Canada M4P 1K3. tel. (416) 485-1530.
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he Cayman Islands is headed for another banner year,

with air arrivals up some 8.5 per cent during the first

half of the vear.

The strong :‘I'xow'mg follows a recora‘-'orealzing tourism perl;orrn-
ance in 1994, accorcling to Thomas Iegerson, Minister of

Tourism. Aviation and Planning.

The number of first-half, non-resident air arrivals was up by
almost 13,000 to 190,774, while cruise sl‘u’p arrivals showed a
10.63 per cent boost to more than
335,000 during the same period.

Total arrivals to the Cayman Islands
from January through June this vear
toppe& the half-million mark for the
first time ever.

“As visitor arrivals to the Cayman Islands continue to increase at

a steady pace, we are 1oolzi.ng forward to yet another banner year

in 1995,” said Jefferson. “We are focusing on sustainable growth,

and continuing our efforts to target the upsca.le traveller, as well
as selected niche markets such as families, honeymooners, divers,
nature lovers and history buffs,” he explamei

The minister noted, “While our country is famed for ttsscrystal
clear waters, the Cayman Islands

4 .
We are focusmg on

sustainable growtlz... ’

as a world-class tourism destination in less than a decade. While
our country is world-renowned for diving, the word is spreadin;

that we have a great deal to offer other markets.”

.- . . L. . L | . ., F . 1 1
He pom:sd out that tl'xe destmanon s department or fourism nad
! N . . 1., . .
demonstrated its commitment {o quality tourism Ey sponsoring
1 - 1.1 . o1 -
an annual tourism conference. whick attracted some 250

L. . h [ .. L.t
garcipants the Hrst time If was oela.

The conference was desig‘ned to enccurage local representatives of
the airline, cruise, hotel, restaurant,
attractions and g‘round transporta-
tion sectors to become more involved
in a'evelop'm; and promoting the

islands’ tourism product.

“The Cay;r%an Islands’ tourism imlustry has made tremendous
strides and in less than a &ecacle, our destination has become
known as a world-class vacation spot,” said the minister. “To
give visitors a tru.ly Caymanian experience, more Caymanians
need to be involved in the tourism in&ustry."

That'sﬁy the government has formed a spe:ial committee in
which the private and public sectors are co-operating b_v arranging
for leaders in the tourism industry to serve as role models and

mentors for young

has a wealth of land-based
attractions, i.nclu(ling the Queen
Elizabeth Il Botanic Park, the
Mastic Trail and Pedro St.
James Castle, which is undergo-
ing a major restoration set for - -
completion next fall.” ”

The first-half result for 1995 is
buxldmg on a stellar perform—
ance last YgAr, when the three-
island chal recorded an 18.87
per cent increase over 1993, If
the second-half figures for 1995
follow the early year trend,
tourism officials preclict that the
Caymans will play host to more
than one million visitors lyy

,
vear's end.

accepted

Jefferson noted, “The Ca)fm;;
[slands has become established

Cm'renc;: i;.ké éa,yma_n island donar
Credit Canl Usage Ma)or credx’c catcls e wulely

An' qervu:e Cana&xan Cavman Auways, A.menca.n
Airlines, Northwest and Umted Airlines are among

those carriers providing service to the C'ayr'n'a.n Islands.
Contact Number: (416) 485-1530.

Caymanians, he explained.

In addition, stated
JeHerson, the tourism
department has held discus-
sions with local hotel
general managers to clevelop
a tourism training program
designed to improve career
prospects in the industry.

At the conference, former
Govemor Michael Gore told
delegates, “1994 has marked
another year of impressive
gains for the Cayman Islands’
tourism inclustry, and I am
hope&d that all members of the
industr_v will £orge partne:ships
that will not only enhance the

experience of our visitors but

also benefit us for many vears

to come.
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Cayman traffic up

Air arrivals to the Cayman Islands in
the first half of 1995 were up 8.47% over
the same period last vear. Cruise ship
arrivals also increased. from 302.916 to
335.180.
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Cayman Islands set
new half-year record
with 525,000 arrivals

It looks like another banner year for
the Cayman Islands as the destination
continues to target the upscale traveller
along with selected niche markets such -
as families, honeymooners, divers,
nature lovers and history buffs, according
to minister of tourism Thomas Jefferson.

The first 6 months of this year estab-
lished a record with air arrivals up 8.47%
- an increase of 14,902 over 1994,

Total arrivals January-June reached
525,954, the first time arrivals have
exceeded half a million.

“While our country is famed for its
clear waters, it has a wealth of land-based
attractions including the Queen Elizabeth
I Botanic Park, the Mastic Trail and
Pedro St. James Castle, which is under-
going a major restoration,” said the min-
ister.

Late this month, the islands’ newest
hotel, the 4-star Westin Casuarina Resort
will open on famed Seven Mile Beach.

The 5-storey, 340-room resort is S
miles from George Town and is set in
lush tropical gardens, fountains and
waterfalls.

The 18-hole championship golf course,
ﬂk[ﬂ&smSﬂHﬁw&ﬁsmamy



TRAVEL WEEKLY
Oct 26,1997
Circ: '50,328

‘Survey: The Top 20 Domestic and International Vacation Places

Thousands Polled in Effort to Determine Which Destinations Would Best Satisfy Different Personality Types

! | TYPE OF TRAVELER * ! TYPE OF TRAVELER *
! DOMESTIC |DEPENDABLES]  CENTRICS 3 VENTURERSS | INTERNATIONAL DEPENDABLESY CENTRICS

- 1. Hawaii ‘ 10+ 0 L. | Ireland 10
¢ 2, | Alaska ; 7 2. | U.K. countryside
. 3. | Colorado : 10 3. | British Columbia
i 4. | Northern California | 10+ 4. | Costa Rica
i 8. | Maine ‘ 8 1 5. | Anstralia
H | o
| 6. | Las Vegas 9 6% 6. | Bermuda

7. | Washington state 7. 7. | New Zealand

8. | Vermont 8 X ) 8. | Switzerland

9. | Oregon 5 “10: 9. | Israel

10. | Arizona 9: 83 10. | London

1. | Montana 6- 10 11. | Austria

12. | Central Florida 8, - 12.| U.S. Virgin Isiands

13. | South Carolina _ 13. | Germany

4. | Southern California 8 10 M. | Rome '

15. | Wyoming 7 :12; 15. | France

16. | North Carolina ¥16 | Cayman Islands

17. | Massachusetts 17. | Aruba .

18. | Washington, D.C. 18. | Scandinavia

19.| New Hampshire 19.} Ontario -

20. | South Florida 5 20.| Greece o

Saurce: "Vacation Places Rated" by Staniey Piog, based on a survey of more than 13,500 Amesicans who have traveled to at least one of these destinations.
* See story above for descriptions of these types of travelers, r
Note: Destinations are rated on the percentage of visitors who say they “especially like® a particular destination. For example, a score of 10 indicates that '{ i 1”“ l"'h
50% ar more of the respondents who visited that destination especially liked it. A destination’s ranking aiso is based on the portion of those surveyed Ls

who have traveied there. For example, Costa Rica received a low ranking by Dependabies because very few Dependables have traveled thers.

gy
—
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TRAVEL AGENT
Oct 30,1995

Circ: 53503

CARIBBEAN & BAHAMAS

Caribbean Connection

The list of Congress participants
includes some new names this year

a2 The Cayman Isiands

Department of Tourism

will have an exhibit booth in

the shape of a Caymanian-

style cottage. The depart-
ment is expected to be represented by David
Shields. assistant director of tourism in
Grand Cavman: Clair Moore. regional sales
manager-Northeast. based in New York:
Olga Jefferson. manager of promotions in
Miami: and Ana Doble, manager of special
markets in Miami.
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HE WATER IS BATH-WARM, the  checks our credentials before admitting us into the deeper blue
sky adeepaftemoon azureaswe  below. At thirty feet. stingrays glide etfortlessly across the sand
lic on our backs. BCs half- before settling their flapping skirts into billowing clouds of pow-
} inflated. With our cameras lying on our  der. Our breathing settles into the smooth. relaxed pace of the

chests like a sea otter’s abalone lunch, we hopelessly contented.

kick lazily away from the slim sand beach It’s a fascinating place. but we leave it for now — plenty of
just west of Jackson's Point. Now and then we time to explore the shallows on our safety stop. Another five min-
glance back to check our bearings and. each time. Lit- utes brings us to coral—first fingers. then thickets. and finally a

tle Cayman shrinks to a thinner slice of green.

We swim into a shadow and look up to see
Cuayman Aggressor hulking whitely over us at
one of its regular moorings. Up top. people are
hanging wet diveskins. laughing, having a
happy post-dive chat. A sun-shaded figure
peers down over the railing. obviously won-
dering who we are. ink-blue. velvet darkness.

“Pardon me.” ‘ve call up. “Would you have _ - It's along swim out from the beach
any Grey Poupon?” This elicits a startled pause. followed to Jackson Reef and. in an island nation
by a wide. white grin and a friendly get-out-of-here wave of the where world-class dive operations are far more
hand. Excellent advice. We vent our air. jackknife into a surface-  numerous than grocery stores. and live-aboard div-
dive. and slip quietly under the swells. where a barracuda sentry ing was practically invented. it's hardiy a matter of necessity. But

TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEAN PIERCE & TOM MORRISEY

profusion which ends suddenly and dramatically in a brink.
It looks like the end of the world and.
without hesitation. we pass over it. point-
ing tins toward a fading sky as we
make our way down into a nether- A {
world of tube sponge and sea lace
and a deep. untouchable margin of

w&_,w.w..‘-. -y ' *;.ﬂ\',:w”" m;m »
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The Cayman Isianus. .11 you G

CURRENCY: Currency is the Cayman Istand’s dollar (CI$),
which trades at about U.S. $1.23. This “instant inflation”
factor comes atop the fact thar {thanks to a tax-free starus)
the British Crown Colony of the Cayman Islands is a fairly
wealthy place, and the com- :
bination of import tariffs and
shipping makes imported
goods (which is just about
evervthing) expensive. Trans-
larion—this can be a pricey
trip unless vou olan ahead,
buving inciusive meal-and-
transportation pians, seeking
out inexpensive restaurants
(there are some...}, and buying
any necsssary dive gear, film:
and the like betore vou leave
home. Diving is discussed in
vour choice of feet or meters,
PST or bars—all crews are
entirely conversanc in beth
systems. While boat crew peo-
ple are called “divemasters”
by custom, actual experience
is that the vast majority are
certified instructors. Recom-
mended crew tip is (IS4
(USS85) per tank—i.c.. after
a good two-tank dive, a diving couple should tp the cap-
tain twenty dollars American and let him divide it up among
the crew. If you're diving with the same crew each day, it's
acceptable ro tip at the end of your trip.
DOCUMENTS: Documents needed by Americans for
travel to the Cayman Islands are proof of citizenship (a
passport is preferred, but a voter’s registration card or offi-
cial birth certificate are acceprable). The departure tax is
ClIss.

DRIVING: Driving is on the left, often in a right-hand drive
car. About the onl» time this is likely to throw you is when
you pull into mec :an-divided driveways (left—not right!),
and when you try to use the turn signals (ten to one, you'll
hit the wipers instead). A temporary drivers license, required
of all driving visitors, is provided with rental cars upen
proof of a valid home license.

ELECTRICITY: Electricity is to U.S. standards—you can
recharge strob-s and divelights here withouc fear of frying
em.

LANGUAGE: Language is English. When locals talk about
“Cayman,” they change pronunciation to indicate place:
“CAY-man” is Grand Cayman, while “Cay-MAN" means
Licele Cayman.

LOCATION: Location is south and west of Jamaica, and
definitely tropical—bring sunscreen. All three islands are
worthy of at least a day of land touring.

34

DIVING ON THE MIXING BOWL I[N LITTLE
CAYMAN, THE NORTHSIDE'S WORLD-FAMOLUS
JACKSON AND BLOODY BAYS, WE DESCENDED TO
80 FEET AND METICULOUSLY EXPLORED FIELDS
OF CORAL FINDING ELUSIVE SEAHORSES.

a fifteen-minute tnp trom
beach-grass 0 abyss is
one of the best ways to
recognize the Caymun
Istands tor what thev
really are — the tips ot
undersea
mountains
that tall abruptly
away on all sides.
Add in the fact
they are refativeiv
remote (no islund
inthe Curiboeun is
more distant from
its neighboring
land masses than
Grand Cavman,
and a contluence
of nutrient-rich. ver
warm. currents and
you have the per-
fect recipe for wall
diving. The diver-
sity of sites. and the
plethora of diving
operations around
Grand Cayman
and the two Sister
Islands. has made it possible to dive
the Cayman walls in mynad ways.
Bob Soto’s Diving literally ran
their boat aground on a broad resort
beach and dropped a ramp. landing
craft style. to take on us and a dou-
ble-decker boatload of vacationers.
Atter a thorough briefing on the sun-
deck. we splashed in to enjoy a long.
perambulating glide just under the
lip of Marty’s Wall. a westside dive
site off Grand Cayman’s famous
Seven-Mile Beach. Coral-encrusted
verticality rolled past us like the
Grand Canyon gone suddenly
aquatic. At one point we looked up
to see a pair of spotted eagle ravs
flapping steadily along toward some
distant bluewater appointment.
Such grandeur-oriented diving
certainly whets the appetite, and we
chatted afterwards with couples who
came back every year, doing their
diving only around Grand Cayman,
and always with the same operator.
But even on (relatively) bustling

Crand Cavmun. more
male vpporunt-
ey AWl
Trundling our
urinto our CICO
. rental. o manuad-
shirt moit-hand-drive
Duainuatse Rocky, we met
Aquanauts Diving 2t therr <lip near
the Grand Curmun Yaent Clup

Murnd.

ANy

RS RN
02 TouLtLG

QMY O Ums i, T

Anny o Um adways besitant 1o el
p2uoie what -

fesseu s ae s

ect.” ~he cen-
fecide cetwesn
wide-angle and mucro for adive on
the northside s Leslie’s Curt. 1
meun. with Diuewaler so nearay. we
sez avervthing rom 2agle rayvs o
the odd shark. but s soon as I men-
tion the big sturi, it sesms like e
spend the whole dive looking at
sergeant majors. and 'm down there
thinking. "Oh. dear....”"Anny Xept
mum. and'we were rawarded near the
dive’s end with a hawksbill turtle
who. feeding on sponge near the
wail's verge. obligingly swam lan-
guidly near us on his way up fora
breath. inspecting his new dive bud-
dies with somber. sagacious eyes.
For those looking for some-
thing halfway between the party-
boat and the smaller. semi-private
charter. Grand Cayman offers dozens
of choices. Sunset Divers. while
boasting the most modern dive boat
in the Caymans. was operating dur-
ing our visit with a brace of sea-
soned. mid-sized cratt which car-
ried about twenty divers apiece. K2.
a skier-turned divemaster. listened
to one diver's question about where
to tind a particular grouper. and com-
mented. "You know. we've tried
stapling these guys in place. but they
don’t seem to like it...” Then. 2nin-
ning broadly. he sketched out a site
map and indicated the best crannies
to inspect for shy undersea life.
Once at Big Tunnels. K2 shep-
herded those who wanted it and lest

Discover Diving



the rest of us happiiv alone to explore a
convoluted site dotted with picturesque
swim-throughs. Artersard. we went to the
top of the re2f and watched our bubbles
filtering up through the coral-like cham-
pagne vn u magnificent scale.

The Sister Islands

Cayman Airways now serves Cavmar:
Brac direer from the United States. and
even sleepy Litle Covman enjovs service
trom both Grand Cavman o.:d the Brae via
Istand Air. aithough the istand s sole paved
road stil doubles us w axiway for the air-
craft. On the Brace., Reer Divers dive crew
Cheryland Dave picked our zear up at the
door in the morning und dined with us in
the evening. quickly Secoming pals while
20ing to greut lengths 10 ive us the best dive
experience possible. Thev. like we. were
critter-freaks. so thev picked sites which
would give us good fish-watching both on
the wall and in the shallows. Garden Eel
wall. in particular. was a memorable com-

after souring in limitless space next to hung-
ing gurdens of sea fans and tube sponges.
we went to the sand atop the wall iand wmed
our attention to fields of elusive creatures
no bigger than nighterawlers. All attempts
at breath-holding stealth collapsed when
we got close 2nough to see the surden eels”
comic little alien faces and broke up in
delighted laughter. But it was on Little
Cavman. diving with Gay and Ed
Morse off Pirate's Point's Yel-

low Rose II. that ﬁut and small

merzed inone zlorious underwa-

ter symphony. Diving on Mixing

Bowl and Coconut Grove. in the
northside s »vorld-famous Jackson and
Bloody Bays. we descended to 80 feet and
meticulously explored rieids of verical
coral, looking for—and finding—elusive
godies. seahorses and even a somber. well-
camoutlagad frogfish. Later. on the dezper
southside. Patty’s Place offered a spec-
tacuiar swimthrough—down through a slot
in the seafloor and our over the wall at

usa 7
Gulf of o
Mexico -
CUBA
AN
&7 . s
453

Caribb an“§.’
'Sca_" s

S |

3

South
America

acout 100 feer. Yet. just as
e were taking in the enormity of the sur-
roundings. we caught a rare glimpse of a
sea zoddess crawling home across a patch
of brain coral. It would give us lots to talk
apout that evening in Pirate’s Point’s din-
ing room. as we enjoved owner Gladys
Howard's Cordon-Bleu-cultivated cook-

bination of the macro-and-micro-cosmic:

was clear to us why the divers come in
droves to the Caymans every vear.

Love ‘Em to Death?

Coming in droves. while not vet a
problem for the Sister Islands. has caused
some concern around Grand Cayman. The
two North Sound divesites known collec-
tively as Stingray City are still the most
popular in the Caymans—attracting a stag-
gering 36.108 divers a vear—but wall dives
are the next most popular. According to a
1994 survey sponsored in part by the Cay-
man Islands Watersports Operators Asso-
ciation (CIWOA), Big Tunnels was vis-
ited by 16.157 divers in a single vear. and
Trinity Caves got 14.688 divers. Better
than a dozen Grand Cayman wail dives
saw more than 3.000 visitors apiece dur-
ing the survey vear.

This. the CIWOA survey admits. runs
contrary to a 1993 Bonaire Marine Park
study. which established 3.000 dives per
vear as the maximum a tvpical divesite

ing. Wall diving and warm company—it

can carry without showing signs of wear.
“There's a dirference. however. between
4 Bonaire divesite and a Grand Cayman
divesite.” savs Richard de la Penha.
CIWOA president. “The fact that we have
mostly wall diving here means that dives
are zenerally deeper. which limits bottom
times. and the vertical nature of the wall
discourages divers from scraping against
or standing on the coral. But we are doing
our own studies. including photographic
surveys by the Department of the Envi-
rorment. {0 determine the carryving capac-
ity of our Cavman Islands divesites.”
CIWOA is also studving diver eco-
nomic impact on the Caymans. partly to
prove to the zovernment that divers con-
tmitute subsiantially more to the sconomy
than cruise-ship passengers. One under-
lving purpose of this is to shut the door
onany possibity that cruise ships will be
permiited to moor neur Grand Cayman s
northwest point—in the vicinity of sev-
eral of the isiund’s most-dived wails. ‘@
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Iogbook is filled with entries ranging
from Grand Cayman ] Devul's Grotto
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SRR UL  their unusual natural attractions and the
8Y BARBARA DAILEY seafaring heritage.of the Caymanian
“people.’Combined, these qualities dis-
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tlerment of Biossom Village and its nearby
shopping plaza (more like a ccmmissary
with a bank, video store. jeep rental and
smail supermarket/hardware stcre}, Civi-
lization is confined to the small resorts,
cottages and airport.

Coastal flats, shailow, reef protected
lagoons and the iniand brackisn Tarpon
Lake have attracted serious sportfisher-
men for more than 20 years. Fiyfishing
and light tackle action with smail Bone-
fish, Taroon and Permit make this a fa-
vorite of anglers wno seek the thrill ¢of
catching and releasing three xinds of
gamefisn on any given day. ,

Little Cayman has long been known as -
the Cayman isiana for birawatening, pri- -
marily because of the Boccv Pond
Nature Reserve, a 202 acre naiural rook- ;
ery near Blossom Village. Until recently,
the critical importance of this area was
underestimated. This infand mangrove
area is home to more than 3,EC0 pairs of
red footed boobies, 200 magnificent
figate birds and other species ¢f resident
and migratory bird life. It is one of few
RAMSAR sites within the Caribbean

(wetland areas that are key waterfowt!
habitats and therefore cited with intera-
tional importance under the RAMSAR
treaty and protected from development).
Little Cayman'’s biodiversity is also fas-
cinating. A good introduction is offered
free every Sunday moming, weather per-
mitting, by Little Cayman National Trust
district committee chairman Gladys
Howard, owner of Pirates Point. She
leads a two hour hike along the old Salt
'Rocks Nature Trail, pointing out the flora
and fauna seen along the way, from or-
chids and bromeliads to edible deiicacies
such as large blue land crabs, prickly

pear cacti fruit and mangos, while also
explaining the history of Litle Cayman. At |.
the end of the hike smail donations are
accepted to aid the work of the National
Trust and visitors are invited to join—for
only $10 U.S. per year they can become
supporting overseas members.

Surprising to many are the iguanas fre-
quently seen along the road. A 1994 re-
search project estimated this tiny island
supports a population of 2,000 Little

L -
Cayman rock iguanas, which gr%\géa_}

THE CAYMAN ISLANDS
(Coptinued from Page 31,

ST
demic Cayman Brac Parrots in the 180
acre Brac Parrot Reserve. The reserve also
features rugged hikes, trccding caves ard
nature walks with enthrailing views, esce-
cially from the hignest pcint at the eastern
edge, near a small working lighthcuse.

And, if you take time to meet the
Brackers, they will share their history and
often welcome you to their homes to
learn about their resourcetul lifestyle and
independent spirit.

Cayman Brac is also a haven fer bird-

_ watchers, more than 120 species have

Deen sighted here. The combination of the
rocky bluff, with its varied woedland and
arid terrain, and low-lying saltwater ponds

. inthe west creates a variety of natural habi-

tats for birds. These include brown boo-
bies, which nest in the southemn face of the
bluff in May and November, peregrine fal-
cons and gracefut, whitetailed tropic birds.
Salt Water Pond, on the southwest coast,
is the roosting site of many waterfowl, in-
cluding Cayman's endangered native
West Indian whistling duck.

LITTLE CAYMAN
Little Cayman, with a permanent popu-
lation of fewer than 100, remains the least
developed of the Cayman trio. Only ten
miles long and one mile wide, it offers ex-
ceptional solitude and miles of undevei-
oped tropical wildemess. Although mod-
erm amenities, including electricity, satel-
lite TV and expanded telephone service,
have arrived and new resort and dive ser-
vices have tripled tourism, many parts of
Little Cayman still offer the Robinson
Crusoe isolation that makes it so special.
Tranquility and nature are still abun-
dant and alluring Little Cayman trade-
marks. Other than the tiny, charming set-
B

»
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THE CARIBREAN
FOR SINGLES

The Single Traveler.Newslctter
recently named its top destinations
with appeal for singles, rating them

according to:

:

l. Beaches: Anti'gua, Barbados.
2. Scuba diving: Bonaire,

Cayman Islands.
3. Snorkeling: Virgin Gorda,

" Turks.

4. Cuisine: Martiﬁique. Curacao.
5. Most upscale: St Martin, -
6. Culture: Puerto Rico.

7. Shopping: St. Thomas (USS.
Virgin Islands).

8. Nature (hiki;ng and camping):
St johp_ (US. Virgin islands).

9. Carnival: Trinidad. .

10. Night iife: Jamaica.
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[. WORK ACCOMPLISHED
A. PUBLICITY RESULTS
. Boston Herald Cire: 317,361

The above publication ran this very informative article about Grand Cayman's Sister
[slands. The agency arranged for Terese Loeb Kreuzer's visit to the Cayman Islands
and worked very closely with her in fact-checking this article. In addition. the agency
supplied the paper with updated information for its "If you go..." sidebar.

. Modern Bride Circ: 323,608

The above publication ran this diving in the Caribbean article. The agency assisted the
author in fact-checkmg the article and providing updated information about the Islands
and diving in Grand Cayman.

. Islands Magazine Circ: 185,000
The above magazine included the Cayman Islands Marine Parks in its December
island -by-island guide of "The Natural Caribbean." The marine parks are noted to be
"one of the most sophisticated marine protection systems in the Caribbean" and the
article describes two of the four park zones. The agency arranged a visiting journalist
trip for Bob Payne; who contributed to the article.

. Pasaporte Circ: 250,000
Daily Challenge Circ: 79,540

The above publication ran our tourism arrivals release.

. Chattanooga Free Press Cire: 115,000

The agency supplied the above publication with slides to accompany their "[sland in
the Sun" article.

chicago: 35 east wacker drive, suite 850 . chicago, illinois 60601 . (312) 263-2500 « faw (312) 263-1197
st. louis: 7777 bonhomme, suite 900 « st. louis, missouri 63105 « (314) 725-6400 o fax (314) 725-0432
los angeles: 2029 century park east, suite 1010 . los angeles, california 90067 « (310) 5512877 « fax (310) 5512875



. Skin Diver Circ: 217,795
The above magazine used information from our CIWOA Safari Raftle Release in their
round-up report on the rattle.

. Dive Training Circ: 63.000
Information provided to Dive Traming's reporter about the new Westin resort appeared-
in this month’s issue.

. Scuba Times Cire: 37,000
The above magazine included the Cayman Islands as a "star” among the "World's Best
Marine Parks.” The agency arranged for Nick Lucev’s trip to the Islands.

TRAVEL TRADE PRESS COVERAGE

. Tour & Travel News Circe: 48,000
The agency contirmed details for Sue Smith Juliano's article on Cayman Airwavs’
Orlando Service.

. TravelAge East Circ: 28,697
The Cayman Islands was included in this article focusing on Certitied Vacations’
Caribbean Trends Program.

. Travel Weekly Circ: 21,198
This article featured the new Rum Pointer Ferrv Service launched by Hyatt Regency
and Red Sail Sports.

. TravelWeek Bulletin Cire: 9,500
Intormation from CIDOT's Friday Fax was picked up by this publication.

OTHER DECEMBER PLACEMENTS FOR THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

. The New York Times Circ: 1,770,504
The author writes about her volunteer experiences with Cedam and their squid-research
expedition off the coast of Little Cayman.

. The Wall Street Journal Circ: 749,547
This article features New Year's eve in the Cayman Islands.

. Hartford Courant Cire: 323,084
Cayman’s Christmas stamps are discussed in this article about holiday stamps trom
around the globe.

. Wild Bird Circ: 82,000
Birding in the Cayman Islands is featured in this article.



L

Scuba Times Circe: 37,000
Reaction from readers to Sciiba Time's Sept./Oct. article on the "Cayman Cowbovs"
article appeared in the "Letters” section.

Skin Diver Cire: 217,795
The December issue of this publication teatured Grand Cayman’s Aqua nauts

B. VISITING JOURNALISTS

Ludies” Home Journal ~ The agency finalized the details for Margery Rosen’s visit to
Grand Cayman. We developed an on-island itinerary for her family destination feature
and provided Margery with background information on the Islands and detailed
information on family travel to the Cavman Islands. In addition. we supplied Marger
with Jetailed information for her itinerary.

C. MEDIA CONTACTS

During December. the agency supplied press kits. photography and/or information to
the following:

Sara Perez, photo editor. Caribbean Travel & Life

Terese Loeb Kreuzer, freelancer. Boston Herald

Laurel Cardone. associate travel editor, Modern Bride )
E. Mark Young, publisher, Dive Baining -
Karen Manville. manager special sections, The New Yorker #

Gritfen Miller, editor. Corporate Meetings & Meentives

Laura Bly, editor, USA Today

Solomon Herbert, editor. Black Meetings & Tourism

Michelle Turcyn, editor, Skin Diver _

Dennis Wood, traveFeditor, Halifax Herald

Celya Lister, executive producer, Caribbean Sizzle

Cheryl Alters Jamison, author, Best Places ta Stay in the Caribbean

D.  PROJECTS COMPLETED - F- 0=
THE CAYMAN ISLANDS ANNUAL MARKETING MEETING

Agency representatives attended the Cayman Islands annual marketing meeting,
December 1 - 3. Prior to this conference, the agency arranged for the keynote speaker
andplanned his on-island itinerary. In addition, we prepared a public relations
presentation for David Shields. - We compiled a showcase of major media placements
that appeared during 1995, and we assembled three "window" pieces for the "old-
tyme" Caymanian home. =



JACK HANNA'S ANIMAL ADVENTURES

We liaised with the producers of "Jack Hanna's Animal Adventures” and finalized
filming details tor their trip to Cayman. We also arranged an on-island itinerary and
provided assistance during their stay. In addition. two agency representatives hosted
Jack Hanna and his group for dinner in Grand Cayman. and provided them with
additional assistance. We also sent a complete press kit and b-roll to the production
company. prior to filming.

CAYMAN ISLANDS/USAIR VACATIONS

The agency liaised with Peter Shiels and arranged for a photographer to attend the
Cavman Islands; USAir Vacations training seminar in Tampa. We distributed the
Cayman Islands USAir Vacations announcement release to trade and consumer
publications and distributed a photo release 1o trade publications.

CHA MARKETPLACE PRESS BOOK

The agency provided Kahn Travel Communications with three press releases to be
included in the CHA Marketplace Press Book.

PROJECTS UNDERWAY
DEMA

The agency liaised with Ana Doble on Cayman'’s participation in DEMA. We
obtained an international listing of media who attended DEMA in ‘94 and supplied
CIDOT with a regional media list.

CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL/98Q RADIO PROMOTION

The agency liaised with Carlson Wagonlit Travel. 98Q Radio and Clair Moore about a
potential promotion in the Fairfield. Conn. area. We evaluated promotional value and
contacted various suppliers to gauge their interest in participating. The agency
advised that CIDOT should proceed and upon Clair Moore’s decision, we contacted all
parties to ensure agreement to all promotional details.
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irst-time visitors to _ ‘ust five miles a aiuw. :o:. r____o

Little

Little Cayinan islan = Cayman and clearly » visible from .__u
n 7 may be faken aback - “pristine 19_..“” of mgawg_. m_. _r..._ m :
by their first im reg- n ; ‘~eastern tip is &:Es rac and its dis
aﬂ—\‘ﬁﬁaﬂ s sion upon arrival at the air- : ~ e ﬂxgn

" Runping nfost. cn .__o _gmc_ o.. the island _._6 o
a spine, the.blufF. gradually rises.to 140 feet above | maw . Nm &ﬁ
_Qa_..gi.s. point o"___o the. Q_wae_ _“m_»%% i
7 gravel road.winds along the top through a a.; T
but verdant-la - punctvated with cacti and :&Hﬂ&ﬂn&N
_.&nnm of'yellow eldet, locally known as “sham-
k."} Peregrine falcons and merlins swoop
»_o_.m the cliffs;sand B-w..._lan_: :.ms_o s_am scﬂﬁnwmﬁ‘
+ soar on’ sa..__n:g_a iy .
" A few.cows graze v_SE_u near <nmo.sc_a ‘ ST
" gardens’ v_n.:o?ew -the Brackers, whose houses arc 2.532_ far
below into the flat, sandy En-w:. between the E:_._, “
v!a the sca.
.. This grand EE .:wﬁo:c:u c_._:. is ..
" made of limestone that was laid
down in a shallow sea mil-
lions of years ago. The sea:
 floor rose and water and _

port. ‘The terminal is a one-room build- -

M;Nua mg§ ing, the runway is a grassy field, and .
the 20 or so full-time residents turn out
] to greet incoming flights with food, mail
Q\ WH% and other guests,

What draws some visitors to the flat, tiny
H& island 80 miles northeast of Grand Cayman-
nx m&:ﬁm is the c_._::.s::S to dive in Bloddy Bay,

said by Philippe Cousteau to be one of the

best diving sites in the world. Others come
to bird-watceh or fish, while
still others come to lic on a
beach or in a hammock,
read a book and admire
the flaining sunsets and
the dark or moonlit
nights awash in a billion
stars,

But Little Cayman " wind eroded the porous’
should not be regard- ‘rock into pock-matked
. crags. Wavcs pounded its -

ed as a primitive out-
post in @ remote part
of the Caribbean.
Creature comforts
abound. At Pirates Point
Resort, one of five (soon to be
six) hostelries on Little
Cayman, Gladys Howayd —
e_:._. =..::..__£ diver and entre-
Turnto Page 52

T

< base, sculpting it into?**
rounded, serpentine
** shapes. It was strewn with "
rock-hard coral from the numer--
- ous reefs that once surrounded the
- island. Pirates were said to have hidlen
e ey - their treasure in its caves, where today peoplc seek:
, m__n:oq _.3_: storms that sometimes ravage the island and bats can be *
. " & Turnto Page 53

-BEAUTIFUL DREAMING: Cayman Brac, known for its distinctive
bluft, also offers diving, snorkeling and fishing along its miles of
beautiful beaches, above. . - _ .+ Tersse Losb Kreuzr photo

LITTLE LANDING: Visitors to the Edward Bodden Airfield on Litlle
Cayman island will find that the runway is a yrassy field and the
terminal, above, is a one-room building. Terese Loeb Kreuzer photo



From Page 49 - %

prereur — produces three
gourmet meals a day. This en-
tails flying in 1,000 pounds of
groceries a week on a char-
tered plane and improvising
when some key ingredient
faiis to arrive.

Down the road — there is
only one road on Lirtle Cay-
man - at the 32-room, year-
old Little Cayman BeachRe-
sort, guests ec¢an sun
themselves by a fresh-water
swimming pool next to a ca-
bana bar.

Across the road is a bird
‘sanctuary where magnificent -
frigates with their 5-foot wing ;
span and spectacular courting b
displays bully red-footed boo- |
bies into disorging part of.
their day’s cateh. '

Humans on this unspoiled
island are usually more neigh-
borly. - % L -

They “keep track of each
other’s comings and goings, -
‘drop in for a little chat when !
| time permits and gee €each
other oiice a week in the one-
room church’whose preacher -
flies in from nearby Cayman #
‘Brac. - AR

_constant - resourceful il
‘recently ag five years ago

all
by

electricity ;was .. supplied
generators. " ¥
- Iti§ prudent, when driving

‘ when driv
around.Little Cayman, to t
a cellulaj ‘telephone in cage
emelrze%ﬁ-‘.f; TR
... There js only oné gas pump,
~one_small’grocery store.and
one bank, ‘which is open most
Wednesdays for a few hours in

the aite_tjnoon._ )
" A yedr-ago when both of its
'tellers were indisposed, it failed
to open for several weeks. .- "
" For anyone who wanis to get
away from it all, this is the
place... -7 ;
- That was also'what a num- |
ber “of - well-known pirates

PR g+ i IR M

e




Cayman’s grand

thought in the 17th und 18th
centuries, when they put up
here to escape the law and to
repair their ships.

A natural cistern in the por-
ous limestone that provided
the pirates with fresh drink-
ing water, long a lezend on the
island. was discovered recent-
iv a few hundred yards away
from an overgrown trail
known to have been used by
the pirates.

The first divers to venture
into this cistern returned with
fragments of a large, hand-
blown glass vessel and expect
to find more artifacts as they
continue to explore the site.

The cistern and other at-
tractions are on view every
Sunday when Gladys Howard

leads a nature walk down the
pirate trail — past Century
plants and wild orchids, past
the pretty but poisonous man-
chineel tree, past the rusted
remains of a track once used
to haul phosphate from the
interior of the isiand to the
sea.

Howard, who is chairman of
the National Trust for Little
Cayman, is a passionate con-
servationist.

Asincreased air transporta-
tion makes the island more
accessible, she campaigns vi-
gorously to keep it from be-
coming overdeveloped.

She hopes it will remain, as
it has been, a haven from the

modern world for man, bird_

and beast.

Hhou Go..

GETTING THERE: Cayman

-Brac and Little Cayman are

accessible “from Grand Cay-
man via lIsland Air, which
schedules two flights a day to
each destinaticn on its 19-

seat Twin Otters, and two ™~
-flights daily back to Grand
Cayman. The round-trip fare

is 5122 for aduits. A day trip
can be bcoked for 338. Call
(800) 922-96286.

Cayman Airways flies
Boeing 737s from Miami to
Grand Cayman and then to
Cayman Brac six days a
week, with return trips every
day except Tuesdays and
Wednesdays.

STAYING THERE: On Little
Cayman: Pirates Point resort,
(809) 948-1010; Little Cayman
BeachResort, (800) 327-3835;

Southern Cross Ciub, (80C
889-2882; Condos: McLaugh
lin Enterprises Lid., wnic!
also rents cars and jeeps, ca
(809) 948-1000.

On Cayman Brac: Divi Tiar:
Beach Resort, (800} 367
3484; condos: Brac Carib
bean Beach Village, (80¢
948-2265.

INFORMATION: Caymar
Islands Department of Tour
ism, (212) 682-5582.
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Cayman Islands. This island irio.
snown for its legendary walls (the is-
lands are actuaily a submerged moun-
tain range) and see-forever visibility
toiten over 200 feet), heads practically
everybody’s “10 best” diving lists.

In Grand Cayman, Trinity Caves
leads off the underwater attractions—
canyons decked out with coral, sea
fans. and sponges as big as armchairs,
Don’t miss Stingray City, where these
gregarious fish hover around divers
like underwater flying saucers (great
for snorkelers, too—it's only 12 feet
deep). In addition to cruising in the Az-
lantis submarine, aquanauts can voy-
age 10 a depth of 800 feet down aboard
one of the two-person Research Sub-
mersible vessels. The Hobbit, a fanta-
syland of corals and sponges just off
Cayman Brac, lives up to its name. Lit-
tle Cayman dazzles with its Bloody
Bay wall, which starts at 15 feet below
the surface and plummets to 6,000
feet. Try Charlie's Chimneys, where
you can drop like Santa Claus down a
30-foot chute.
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IN THE OLD DAYS, ABOUT THE . . o i
. which to bring up from ¥ o+

onlv difference between . Kt

S Bl s o the shallow water.
conch fishing in Grand
Cayman’s North Sound and
in a fishmarket was how wet
you got. So abundant were
the slow-growing delicacies
that the only challenge
was ::._,._.:m up your mind

,“..wv._mwm..@__m Cayman Aslands.c+
set up one of the 1 os : ke
sophisticated marin
protection systems in
the Caribbean, - . .

1% From North Sound of
» Grand Cayman to Bloody
% Bay off Little Caym
§ West End on Cayman Brac
; some of the islands” miost in
- tensively used areas (and

also its most beautiful and A
bountiful) have been turned

into a patchwork system of

.vuq_ﬁom:m._:_mﬂu<50-f
Islands Marine Parks. clared an “environmental

Among the most protect-  zone, meaning all fishing
ed areas is part of North and in-water activities
Sound known as Little are forbidden.

Sound. Itincludes a portion The eastern part of North
of the lurgest mangrove Sound is a marine park re-
swamp in the Caymans, says plenishment zone - a shal-
Geddes islop of the Na- low place of lush sea grass

tional Trust for the Om%.iw:
Islands, and has been de-

e \%.. .,w_.
beds nmm_.d....m with birds,
turtles, and conch, and - .
“good for free diving :'; - .
and snorkeling,” according
to Hislop. .
Behind the reef, at the
mouth of the sound, is
famed “Stingray City,” -
where divers can “play” with
these graceful creatures.

Vs

it Cayman Islands, PO, men_

 949-7494. .

Yol .ﬁ,wocmr many questions

main to be answered, the

g et B

47 replenishment zones appear

to. vniv.._q:mm says Gina .
ibanks-Petrie, of the Cay: -

wﬁ_:n more conch, as well

x .r:,mnn conch %.Eﬁz the
. &80& Nozam._n&* i

National Trust for the " .

,.w#:o.mmnca: Mile Beach, -+
Islands; British West Indies;
(809) 949-0121, fax (809)...

1

“1 LOVE THE WINDY, OPEN
north coast,” suys Chris
Schmitz, manager of
Curagao’s Christoffel
National Park. “A lot of
visitors come to the park

Jslands Department of .

Grand Cayinan, Cayman®: . -
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RECORD DE VISITANTES
EN CRUCEROS .

Cifras oficiales de Caribbean Tourism
Organization, CTO, revelan el nimero de
pasajeros de cruceros en varios puertos del
Caribe para el aflo 1994. La informacién
indica que Islas Bahamas estuvo en primer
lugar, con 2,100,000, seguido de U.S. Islas
Virgenes, con 1,242,000; Puerto Rico en
tercer lugar, con 980,220; St. Maarten, con
718,666; Istas Cayman, con §99,387;
Barbados con 425,630; Martinica con’
419,992; Aruba, con 257,138; Anligua,
222,936; Grenada con 200,808; Curazao,
con 161,000; Dominica, con 125,541.
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Tbggsm growth continues at record pace |

GEORGE TOWN — Cazg’_a.n

Islands, Dec 5, Cana - Tounst‘

arrivals in the Caym:

Islands continued at t eu'

record—settmg pace through-

October, increasing by 13.31
per cent, according to figures

just released by the Depart- ;»rﬂof 341,191 set last year. -

ment of Tourism.

|

for the same period last year. ‘
The largest number of air
arrivals for the year has been from':
the US, with 221,391, followed by .
Jamaica with 23,739, the UK at
23,369 and Canada with 10,806.
At the current pace of arrivals, -

the Cayman Islands, is expected to

Stay-over visitors  for. October.';i-

stood at 27,5385, compaxjed with

24300m0¢tober 1994.

" Air “arrivals from theUnited
States were up by 8.2.per cent, Ca.na-f
da by 22.4 per cent and the Umted

ngdomz"lzpercent R
- -Non-resident air arrivals tron;

P i

centage ‘gain - (up - 347 pervmt)._;
compa.red‘

with 615 more an'ivals

For the year-to-date, gtay-over

mcrease over the 281 972 recorded

...‘l—"&x\ .t et

tourist “arrivals” totalled’ 293,595:%%? o
throug-h October 2"6.3° ‘per cent “eeatii L oS

surpass the stay-over tounst record
- The cru.ise ship - sector a.lso i'

-reported gains for October-and for ;

the year-taidate. In October, 53 787{

jumpofsiuoverlastyear’spen-
od.Cruiaearnv_a_lsfortheyearare.
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Greg Merren ¢

On a Safari with Us raffle. Created Yy

RAND PRIZE 7 -=°

—

rmoer 1964, the Cayman

rdg 'Matzracorts Qoeraters Assc-

S =taliatal

zrs of ire menmily Some

f Parrots Landing, the pro-

motion brought together more than 60
local businesses, including 10 restau-
rants. 9 hotels and condos. plus nearly
30 watersports operations for the culmi-
nating grand grize.

Cayman Kai's Alan Darville was re-
cently chosen at random from the hun-
dreds of raffle ticket stubs. The retired
Oklahoman has been living on the island
for one and a half years. As a supporter
of most of Cayman's local promotions,
Darville bought 20 raffle tickets, the win-
ning one coming from Surfside.

Darville won a free snorkel trip the first
month and the grand prize the final
month. What did Alan receive for his last
-$2 entry? A three island dive vacation for
two with flights, accommodations and
dives; a day of underwater video and still
camera use; six meals for two; scuba

< equipment; and more.

The second

prize winner, also selected

by CIWOA's president, Richard Dela-

penha of Aqu

a'nauts, was Marie Hen-

sick, a visting diver from Colorado. The
dive store émployee came to the island

for a quick weekend and bought just one

)

N

dive accessCries.

The Cayman islands ‘Naterspaorts
Cperators Association raifle was the r;rst
inthe organization's 15 year history oqt
its success and response suggest it
won'ttethe !?st. e

-~

—
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DIVE INTO
CYBERSPACE

Now you can not only surf the Net,

you can dive it too.

fien Mike Hemdcon. president
of Dive Tours in Houston,
Texas. signed on to 4 com-

mercial on-line service recently. he dis-
covered a disgruntled customer had a
complaint about his company’s service.
Herndon wasted no time in comecting
the misinformation and solved the issue
immediately. This prompt and knowi-
edgeuble resolution impressed a number
of other divers in cyberspace. who
booked their upcoming trips through
Dive Tours, citing that one on-line en-
counter as the reason they contacted the
company. Despite the impersonal feel of
the computer links, it was still good old-
fashioned customer service — that per-
sonal touch — that made the difference
to the people behind all those computers.

With all the current Internet hype,
divers are right to ask how much solid or
credible information is actually floating
out there and whether or not it's fuster to
do your business or travel research
through conventional methods. Like
everything else in life, it’s really a matter
of knowing where to look.

One novice diver recently signed on to
an on-line service and spent five hours
over the course of two days trying to find
useful materials to help enhance her
knowledge of technical issues and dive
destinations. It seemed like a waste of
time until she found decent guides. di-
rectories and other reference materials to
help her sort through the barrage of
scuba postings. After that point in her
leaming curve, surting the Net did seem
like a wonderful convenience — infor-
mation from around the world delivered
to you in the comfort of your home —
even if it required the patience of Job

wait as the various computer sites were
contacted.

As of this writing, the Webcrawler, a
popular search “‘engine” that will find in-
formation on the Worid Wide Web spe-
cific to certain subjects, lists nearly 500
Web sites referencing scuba diving
alone. ““There are quite a2 number of dive
sites on the Web right now.” agrees
Richard Stewart, executive editor of
DIVE DESTINATIONS.em (http://ww
w.cmpg.com), an on-line dive publication
that debuted this past June. “When we
first started producing materials last year
for the on-line magazine, there were
maybe 25 scuba sites listed. A lot of
companies have gone -line, however,
without knowing why they’re doing it. As
time goes on, they’re going to find it in-
creasingly difficult to maintain a presence
without that knowicdge.”

Nothing is more frustrating than wait-
ing for a Web site to be contacted and
then discovering it hasn’t been main-
tained for months or that it is only the
equivalent of a roadside sign on the surg-
ing information highway — an advertise-
ment with no useful information posted.
To avoid these frustrations, divers in cy-
berspace can save time by starting their
searches with popular comprehensive
guides such as the Yahoo (http://www.ya
hoo.com) or McKinley (http://www.
mckinley.com) Intemet directories. Both
will search out Intemet sites related to the
desired topic and provide a short descrip-
tion of what is posted. The McKinley di-
rectory has a bonus: a one- to four-star
rating system that grades other Web
sites on how complete, well-organized
and up-to-date they are,

Even better are the resources specific

DIVE TRAINING
DEC/95
Cir:

65,000

Divers looking for travel tips, destination up-
dates, or recreation news can find it all on-line

at the dick of a mouse.

to the sport. The Dive Trave! [ndustries
Association, working with emPG, Inc.,
electronic publishers, has developed a
Web page with a comprehensive menu
of resources and publications, including
the Dive Travel Planner, the Dive
Travel Agent Directory, a dive images
collection, and The Snorkeler magazine
— all of which were created in the
wake of DIVE DESTINATIONS.em
(electronic magazine).

In addition, emPG, Inc. has devel-
oped the Scuba Diving Navigator, a
search engine function that lists all the
scuba Internet sites in the world and
provides a 20-word description of their
posted materials. “We design and put
on 10 to 15 new resort home pages a
month just for Dive Travel Planner
members,” says Stewart, who is aiso
president of emPG, Inc. “The idea of
having your stuff on-line is not to get
viewers to cail your business on the
phone and ask for information. because
it costs money to fuifill those requests
and take those calls. These sites are o
supply that information over the com-
puter. It's not quite the same strategy for

By



our members 4s stimuiatin

act 0 the business 0 provice sdvertis-
ing. sut rather information about a di-
rectory of suppliers.”

Boo Denton. created and maintains
the Boynion Beuch. Flu.. scuba home
page (hup://www.emi.nev~bdenton/
scuba.humi). This Web page obviously
draws Florida-based cybemauts. but the
majority are from the rest of the U.S..
with 1 smateering of internaticnal view-

M such countries as Norwayv and

e

g ads change every day or so.

Ctaer kinds of information are avaii-
able through the commercial on-line
services, such as America Online,
Prodigy or Compuserve. If vou are ai-
ready on line. here's a small sample or
on-line scuba sites 1o consider:

PADI's home page (hup:/www.
PADI.com) provides all you need to
know about its retail association, resort
association, truvel network and 3,000
worldwide PADI establishments, in ad-
dition to general information on recre-
ational diving. If yvou are wired to the
Microsoft network through Windows 95.
vou can find Scuba On-line. of which
PADI is a major sponsor.

The Pacific Offshore Divers home
page (http://www.thesphere.com/PODL/)
provides information about dive adven-
tures, ctasses, scuba festivals, dive sites
and favorite scuba links. The McKinley
directory gave it four stus.

Boynton Beach Scuba Diving home
page (hup://www.emi.net/~bdenton/scu
ba .htmi) greets you with colorful under-
water pictures and interesting details
about this Florida area’s history und dive
conditions. A daily dive conditions re-
port, dive bookings information, DEMA
and equipment information are among
the items posted here. The McKinley
Guide gave this site three stars.

The NAUT tome page {(hup./20.

naui.html) lists all you
would ever need to know about NAUI
membership, retail centers and equip-
ment. It also links you to the NAUI Ad-
venture Guide. which tells all about
NAUT programs for the snorkeler. skin
diver. pussport scuba diver. advanced

FHOTO CREDIT: KEN BONDY
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SEE YQU IN CYBEHRSPACE . .
When planning your next trip, take « tour ondine and check gut oy '
See & Sea Travel’s hame page (http:/fwww.batnet comishichio/seedsea). *.
This Webs site supplies the travel news, booking informatiort and dis- -
counts appropriate for the travel agency exclusively devated ta dive.\
travel. The McKinley directory rated it three stars for its breadth of
infarmation. Browsers can find out how to get travel discounts,

get answers to frequently asked questions, discover live-aboard

diving oppartunities or haok a diving adventure. e
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o
scuba diver. master scuba diver, spe-
ciaity scuba diver and more.

The Saba Deep Scuba Diving Cen-
ter ‘-_hup:.”/w‘.vw.digimurk,;10'./dundus/
sabadesp/) links the browser with Suba.
“The Unspoiled Queen of the
Caribbean.” an island in the Netherlands
Antiles. Readers can find a picture
gallery, map. accommeodations informa-
tion. and dive facilities and rates here.

The Underwater Photographer’s
home page thttp:f/dorothy.as.arizona.
adu G0 uw-anotor) lists underwater
snote eguipment. vendors and ech-
niques. as veil as a pnoto Zallery.

Aquanaut Magazine (hup://www.
terra.nevaquanaut) claims to be the first
Internet magazine dedicated 1o the
recreational and technical scuba com-
munity. aithough other on-line publish-
ers dispute its claim 0 be u publication.
as opposed to a reterence page listing
other sites. Nevertheless, it provides lots
of destination. technical and diving
clubs information. ,

Robert Hole's Diving Bermuda
(http://tumpike.net/emporium/D/div-
ing/) site also merited four stars from
McKinley. Bob provides information
about dive shops. equipment vendors.
dive sites, the Bermuda Aquarium and
the Maritime Museum, the Bermuda
Sub-Aqua club, the Bermuda Underwa-
ter Exploration Institute and more.

The DAN (Divers Alert Network)
home page (hup://www.dan.ycg.org/)
provides its mission statermnent and direc-
tory, a link that takes browsers to the
DAN medical line, a frequently asked
questions section (decompression illness,
frontal headaches, etc.) and other diver
information.

TravelBase Scuba Guide(http:/
»www.travelbase.conﬂactivities/ scuba/)
is a comprehensive guide to scuba div-
ing and includes a directory of many
dive shops in the U.S. wver 1,300),
which browsers can search by town,
state, zip code or area code.

GRAND CAYMAN GETS WESTIN
The Westin Casuarina on Grand Cay-
man’s Seven Mile Beach is the first new
Westin hotel in the Caribbean. Lush

N

i
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734 A Good Diver Is Always Training!

DIVE TRAVEL NEWS:

tropical gurdens and the solt sands and
piue waters of one ol the werl2's hast
beaches make the Westin Casuarina the
pertect setling for winter ishand e
aetaway. Ti ¢ Westin Casuarina Resort
occupies more than 700 feey/213 meters
of beachrront and feawres Red Sail
Sports, one of the istand’s most experi-
enced dive operators. The dive package

" includes a daily two-tank dive. one-nignt

dive and one sunset sail. Rates for this
three-night package Start at $1.028 per
diver. Call Westin Hotels & Resorts at
(300) 228-3CC0.

v

NIKON MAKES THE GRADE

The Nikon School of Underwater
Photography is taught by some of the
world's top professional photographers
at many of the world’s finest tropical
dive destinations. instructors include
Marty Snyderman, Rick Frehsee, Scott
Frier, Stephen Frink. Frank Fennell and
Al Homsby. Locations include Bonaire,
Cayman Brac, Key Largo and the Cay-
man Aggressor live-aboard. For regis-
tration and reservations, call (800)
272-9122 or (305) 451-2228.

SPICY DIVING

If you're intefested in diving off the
beaten track, you should consider
Grenada and Purvitis Dive Travel. John
Purvitis specializes in personalized es-
corted dive trips, and his Spice Isfand
Scuba Safari is typical of his unique of-
ferings. Grenada diving (and travel) is
the way much of the Caribbean used to
pe. This exglusive all-inclusive seven-
night tour includes airfare to and from
Miami, accommodations, diving, meals,
beverages and much more. This means
five nights in a private island home, five
days of boat and shore diving (includ-
ing Carriacou), a jeep safari tour and
much more. The tours, limited to seven
cersons (plus escort), COSt just $1.399
per person. Call (300) 852-5898.

NEVER LEAVE HOME
WITHOUT IT

Dive travelers should never leave
home without their c-cards, but they may
ot want to forget their American Ex-
press cards either. Recreational scuba

-~
.

divers who are also Aimerican Express
credit card asers will have the vpportu-
nity to take advantage of several speciai
programs by visiling their nearby PADI
Dive Canter. By simply making a nuni-
mum purchase with their Amercan Ex-
press card at participating PADI Dive
Canters. divers will receive a ires Dive
Trave! Passport. The Dive Travel Pass-
port features a wide range of coupon
specials valued at more thon 31200
These tonus orfers inciuce Xl nghe
accommodaticns at PADI resorts. fis-
counts on specially Jourses '
rates on rental cars and guicment. and
fres t-shirts. In addition, many traveiers
who try PADI's Discover Scuba Diving
program will receive 1 special Learn 10
Dive offer from American Express and
PADI following their vacaton. To find
your nearest PADL Dive Center. cuil
(800) 729-7234. ext. 363.

.. A iyt
JUrsas, ToUUCT.

MORE DIVES FOR
YOUR DOLLAR

Red Sail Sports Aruba just announced
its latest dive package. called "Dive, Dive
and More Dives.” This package features
five tanks at the unbelievably low price of
$125. Guests can also add a sunset sail
aboard the 53-foot/16-meter Balia cata-

" maran. Call (800) 255-6425 for reserva-

tions and information.

THAR SHE 2LOWS?

In the Turks and Caicos Islands,
humpback whales and winter diving pro-
vide a perfect tandem. During the
months of January, February and March,
dives are augmented by the likelthood of
seeing humpback whales migrating
through the Turks Island Passage. Lo-
cated just 575 miles/943 km southeast of
Miami, divers exploring the wall reefs
surrounding the islands report hearing
the eerie and melodic songs of the male
humpback. as well as seeing dramatic
breaching, tailing and blowing, antics that
create lasting memories of these impres-
sive mammals in their natural habitat.
Contact the Turks and Caicos Tourist
Board at (800) 241-0824. The Turks &
Caicos Aggressor live-aboard, at (3CC)
248-2628, also offers a whale of an ad-
venture during this tme. 2 -



arine parks—sacred spaces where humans pay homage to their marine heritage and life-giving
farce. Fartunately, our C-cards allow us ta enjoy these places while others only dream ahout
them. Landlubbers have their Yellowstones and Yosemites—we have our Bonaires and Bunakens.

Saunds fair enoughr, until you have to choose the world's finest and muost sacred, which is na easy task.
There are some remote parks that are as pristine as the day our species first trampled an this planet. And
there are others that are fighting the good fight to keep their heads abave water.

Ta narrow it dawrr, we chase marine parks that mee€ three criteria. The park must be diveable, offer
spectacular underwater scenery, and enjoy effective enfarcement of marine conservatiom laws to keep it
that way. Drum roll, please.

......
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TURTLES SOAR FREE
ALONGSIDE A QUARTER-
MILLION OFVERS A YEAR IN
CAYMAN'S PROTECTED
WATERS (THIS PAGE).
Fatrom Frve NATIONAL
MARMNE PARK PRESERVES
ITS TWO DGOZEN WRECXS

URE MANY SANCTUARIES
SAFEGUARD THEIR REEFS
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Eavironmental Alert: Sedimentarion
from the island’s steep shoreline is the
biggest threat to Saba's reefs.

For you it means: Diving with blackrip
reef sharks, schooling jacks and rurtles on
pinnacies covered in hard corais, gorgoni-
ans and sea fans.

Prepare to pay: 52 per person, per dive.
Don’t even think about: Spearrishing,

conch or turtle collecting. All boats
must use one of 32 mooring buoys and
sportrfishing is not ailowed in the recre-
ationai diving zone.

Who's in charge: Saba Marine Park
and the Saba Conservation Founda-
rion, a nongovernmentai organization ¢
tel: 011-599-463295: fax: 011-599-
463433,
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BUN/.XZN-VIANADO TUA
Nativnal Parks

[ndonesia

The waters of rhe doubie park system
harbor every species of reef fish char
inhabits the 13.700-island Indonesian
archipelago, the world’s largest. The
136,626-acre park system was desig-
nated in 1986, thanks to the persis-
tence of Loky Herlambang of the
Nusantara Dive Center. Nutrient-rich
waters from the depths of the Sulawesi
Sea flow over the reefs. Expect to see
steep coral wails covered with an array
of soft corals. The surfaces of the walls
are crowded with hard and soft coral,
whip coral, sponges and clinging filter-
feeders like crinoids and basker stars.
Schools of pyramid butterflyfish and
black triggerfish and schools of
anthias swarm around the reef edges
and the upper parts of the walls.
Sharks, schools of barracuda, rays,
moray eels, Napoleon wrasse and sea
snakes are relatively common. Visibili-
ty hovers around 75 feer. Park law and
tourist visits have encouraged fishing
to stop in one sanctuary area on
Bunaken Island. The taking of fish,
coral or shells is punishable by a six-
month imprisonment.
Environmental Alert: Overfishing,
including dynamite fishing, poses a
threat to the area’s reefs.

a

CAYMAN ISLANDS

Marine Park
British West Indies

A series of marine park and replenish-
ment zones cover abour half of the Cay-

mans’ shoreline. Marine park zones
include offshore Seven Mile Besch.
North West Poinr and Rum Point.
Grand Cayman; the northwest. south-
west and southeast shores of Cayman
Brac; and Bloody and Jackson Bays and
the southwest coast of Little Cayman. In
these zones, the export of live fish or
other marine life, damaging coral by
anchor, chains or any other means and
the dumping of raw sewage is strictly
prohibited. Violation of these laws car-
ries a maximum penalty of $5,000 and
one year in jail.

Environmental Assessment: A well-
protected park that manages to support
the large number of divers (250,000) who
visit here each year.

FLORIDA KEYS
National Marine Sanctuary
United States '

The Florida Keys NMS surrounds the seg=
ond-longest protected reef system in the
world after the Great Barrier Reef. The
Keys are a meering place for many warm-
water and temperate species of fish.

The Key Largo and Looe Key nation-
al marine sanctuaries were.the building
blocks for the creation of the 220-mile-
long, 3,674-square-mile sanctuary in
November 1990. Sanctuary initiatives
include education programs, research and
monitoring, and volunteer programs, Visi-
bility hovers just under 100 feet; higher
when the Gulf Stream makes a close pass.
Water temps range from the low 70Fs in
winter to the low 80Fs in summer.
Eavironmental Assessment: Park
management plans have yet to be final-
ized. Increased nurrient levels and water

quaiity issues are being addressed.

FLOWER GARDEN BANKS
National Marine Sanctuary
United States

More than 100 miles south of Texas’s
Gulf coast, the Flower Garden Banks are
the northernmost coral reef community in
the United States. The 500-acre sancruary
supports 12 species of reef-building coral,
175 fish species and 253 varieries of
invertebrates. The sanctuary is an open-
water fish magnet, providing rare relief in
the flat expanse of the Guif of Mexico
and drawing hammerheads January
through March, manta rays and rurtles in
summer, and the occasional whale shark.
Corals here spawn eight days after the
August full moon every year.

Over the years, overfishing and
anchor damage inspired the grasscoots
Gulf Reef Environmental Action Team
to take action. They installed 12 mooring
buoys without permission and, with sup-
port from the Houston dive community,
helped the Banks gain designation as a
national marine sanctuary on Jan. 17,
1992. Anchoring is allowed only for
boats under 100 feer in length over sandy
areas where no moorings are available..
Boats longer than 100 feer can’t anchor
or moor anywhere. Conventional line
and hook fishing only; spearguns, ners
and longlines are strictly prohibired, and

» violators will incur a $100,000 fine per

infraction, per day. The best time to dive
here is May through October, when seas
are calmest and vis climbs to 150 feet.
Warer temps range from 64F to 72F.

Environmental Alert: Anchoring and
overfishing (Continued on page 115)
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