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Heading into the third inter-Korean summit, South Korean President Moon Jae-in had one 
overriding objective: restart the negotiation process between the United States and North Korea 
that had stalled since the Singapore summit. By all accounts, Moon-seems to have succeeded. 
US President Donald Trump praised the outcome of the inter-Korean summit and suggested 
I.hat he would likely meet with North Korean Chairman Kim Jong-un again 'quite soon l11 '. 

Prior to the summit, the talks between the United States and North Korea over Pyongyang's 
nuclear weapons and missile programs had broken down. North Korea insisted that the United 
States take part in a formal declaration ending the Korean War before it would take further steps 
towards denuclearisation, while the United States insisted on more progress on 
denuclearisation - concessions that neither side were willing to make. 

In Pyongyang, North and South Korea made progress l21 on inter-Korean economic 
engagement,.sports diplomacy and family reunions, as well as the reduction of cro.ss-border 
military tensions and the dismantling of North Korea's weapons programs. It is the latter efforts 
that are providing the momentum needed for Trump to push forward with further talks. 

The progress on inter°Korean economic engagement is perhaps more aspirational than it 
appears. The agreement to hold a 'ground-breaking ceremony' to reconnect the inter-Korean 
rail lines and roads by the end of the year is less ambitious than Moon's original goal to 
reconnect the routes this year. And the agreement to normalise operations at the Kaesong 
Industrial Complex and restart tourism at Mount Kumgang when the 'situation matures' reflects 
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the current constraints 131 of international and US sanctions on inter-Korean engagement. 

On the people-to-people level, North and South Korea made surprising progress by agreeing to 
develop a permanent reunion centre at Mount KL!mgang and to facilitate the development of 
video reunions for separated families. Unlike other divided countries after World War II, Koreans 
have been unable to have any significant interaction with their relatives on the other side of the 
border. If implemented, t_his would be a positive step to begin to address the challenges of 
familial separation. 

North and South Korea 141 also agreed to make a joint bid for the 2032 Summer Olympics. While 
a bold proposal, any successful bid will need to see real progress on dismantling North Korea's · 
weapons programs and continued progress on inter-Korean relations. It will also need to 
address concerns about human rights, affordability and financing, and whether South Korean 
investment in North Korea would be better spf;lnt on projects that would have a more significant 
imp;;ict on economic growth. Still, the prospect of the world coming to Pyongyang in 2032 could 
serve as a strong incentive for Kim Jong-un to continue making progress on a range of fronts. 

On the nuclear front, Kim offered to dismantle the nuclear facilities at Yongbyon if 
'corresponding measures 151' are taken by the United States and recommitted to the 
dismantlement of the Tongchang-ri missile test site: Significantly, North Korea offered 161 to al_low 
'observation of experts from relevant countries' at the Tongchang-ri site. This offer is an 
important confidence-building step 171 and a potential indication that North Korea understands 
that some type of inspection regime will be needed for a successful peace process to take 
place. 

The two Koreas a_lso agreed on measures 181 to reduce tensions around the demilitarised zone 
(DMZ) and lessen the chance of a conventional conflict breaking out. These measures include 
the cessation of live fire drills and training exercises above the regiment level within five 
kilometres of the DMZ, a no fly zone and a joint remains recovery program. 

Despite these developments, there remain reasons to be cautious. North Korea's offer of a 
weapons testing moratorium is less than it appears 191 . Kim had already declared that North 
Korea had concluded tests and had previously offered to dismantle the Tongchang-ri site. This 
is not to say that there hasn't been real progress, but rather t_hat t_here still appears to be a 
reluctance on the North Korean side to take significant steps at this point. 

With a second US-North Korea summit all but assured, Trump will have an opportunity to 
advance negotiations further. Trump will need to convince-Kim to freeze the production of new 
missiles and fissile material, while including undeclared sites such as the Kangson uranium 
enrichment facility 1101 in the dismantlement program. Similar to the Iran nuclear deal, he will also 
need to convince Kim to tum over North Korea's fissile material. Trump could also use his 
rapport with Kim to encourage him to commit to the dismantlement of North Korea's nuclear 
and missile programs in public. 

The United States will also need to make some hard decisions. Trump reaffirmed 1111 during his 
September 2018 UN address that sanctions will remain in place until North Korea has 
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dismantled its weapons programs. But it is becoming clea_r that if there is to be progress on the 
Peninsula, it will be a step-by-step process on North Korea's terms. The United States will need 
to determine what concessions it is willing to make in return for North Korean actions, including 
which sanctions it is wining to provide temporary waivers for. 

Moon has found a way to keep negotiations between the United States and North Korea moving 
forward. But the hard work still lies ahead. It is up to Trump and Kim to ma_ke more substantive 
progress than was seen in Singapore 1121 if the peace process is to find eventual success. 

Troy Stangarone is the Senior Director for Congressional Affairs and Trade at the Korea 
Economic Institute of America. The views expressed here are the author's alone. 
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One of the bolder announcements by South Korean President Moon Jae-in and North Korean Chairman Kim Jong

un at the recent inter-Korean summit in Pyongya~g was the decision to make a joint bid to co-host the 2032 

Summer Olympic Games. 

Hosting the Olympics is a daunting undertaking for a developed country, let alone a developing one like North 

Korea. The United Kingdom spent nearly £8.8 billion ($11.5 billion) to host the 2012 Summer Olympics in London, 

nearly four.times the original estimated budget of £2.4 billion ($3.15 billion). There are also no guarantees that 

the 150,000 screaming spectators that Moon received at the mass games during his visit to Pyongyang will show 

up for the Olympic Games in North Korea. 

However, the story of a Korean Peninsula moving towards genuine peace would likely be a compelling choice for 

the International Olympic Committee (IOC) when the bidding process takes place, but a less conclusive process 

https:/lwww.chinauSfocus.com/foreign~policy/could,-the-seoul-pyongyang-203_2-summ~r-olympics-beco_me-a-reality 113 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/01/2018 11 :53: 13 AM 



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 10/01/2018 11 :53: 13 AM 
10/1/2018 Could the Seoul-Pyongyang 2032 Summer Olympics Became a R.eality?-CHINA US Focus 

could yield stiff competition for the 2032 Summer Games. It is still early, but India, Indonesia, and Australia have 

all suggested that they may be angling to host the Games as well. 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) may not make its decision on the 2032 Games until 2025, but a joint 

bid by South and North Korea will raise questions about inter-Korean relaUons and North Korea's nuclear 

program, the cost of the event. infrastructure, press freedom, and human rights, as well as the opportunities a 

joint Korean Olympics might hold. 

Of course, any viable joint Korean bid for the Olympics will require the current r;iuclear and inter-Korean peace 

process to move forward. While there has been discussion of North Korea dismantling its nuclear and missile 

programs by the end of U.S. President Donald Trump'.s first term, realistically the process could take·up to 15 

years. This means that any successful bid will need to be underpinned by genuine steps to dismantle North 

Korea's nuclear and missile programs, as well as the continued development of inter-Korean relations. 

Despite its compelling narrative, the joint Korean bid will also face challenges beyond the state of inter-Korean 

relations and the dismantlement of North Korea's weapons programs. Costwill be a significant factor. The 2012 

London Games were not unique in their cost overruns: every Olympics since the 1960 Summer Games in Rome 

has experienced the same. Though not to the.same extent as London, the recent Winter Games in Pyeongchang 

also ran over budget. Originally estimated to cost between $3.5-$9.5 billion, the Games, ended up costing $12.9 

billion. Further, the most recent Summer Games in Rio ran more than 50% over budget. Subsequent spending on 

infrastructure and pollution cleanup raised the total cost to $13.1 billion. 

Any joint bid should be expected to be expensive and host countries should brace themselves for excess costs, as 

well as inevitable questions about whether the money could be better spent rebuilding the country, and whether 

South Korean tax payers should be footing the bill (North Korea would be unlikely to cover much of the cost). 

Because many Olympic facilities are underused after the Games, they provide a lower return on investment than 

the types of major infrastructure projects North Korea will need. In his first meeting with Moon, Kim discussed 

the dilapidated condition of roads in North Korea. Basic transport infrastructure as well as housing and facilities 

would need to be built, to IOC standards. Upgrades would be needed to accommodate cellular networks and the 

internet access necessary for the pres:; and spectators. 

To address concerns about whether money spent on the Olympics would be better spent rebuilding North 

Korea's infrastructure, any joint bid would need to carefully divide the sports hosted by the two countries to 

minimize the need for expensive new facilities in North Korea and seek to integrate new construction into 

essential infrastructure to rebuild North Korea's economy. Integrating the design of the Games into North Korea's 

economic redevelopment will be difficult: even cities like London that tried to use the Olympics to spur 

redevelopment have faced challenges. 

A successful Olympic bid will also mean a flood of foreigners into North Korea, including the press. For a country 

as closed as North Korea, this could present unique challenges. More than 8 million tickets were sold for the 2012 

London. Games, and 6 million for the Rio Games. While many fans will buy tickets for multiple events, even if only 

2()% of the events were in North Korea, a conservative estimate might be that lodging, food and transportation 

would be needed for 600,000 spectators and athletes in North Korea - a destination woefully short on the types 

of hotels, restaurants, and bars that many would expect. 
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One way to integrate the Olympics into North Korea's economic development might be South Korea's idea of 

developing a tourism belt along North Korea's east coast. If outdoor sports such as the triathlon, rowing, 

canoeing, and archery were held in Nort_h Korea, efforts to develop the infrastructure for the tourism belt could 

be tied into the Olympic bid; thus marrying long-term economic development with the short term needs of the 

Olympics. The hotels and restaurants needed to develop tourism could be used to house and feed the athletes 

and spectators dur-ing the Olympics. 

While there may be a way to accommodate athlete_s and spectators, journalists from around the world will 

require a degree of openness not generally seen in a country where communications and information are kept 

under tight control. Any bid will likely also face opposition in light of North Korea's human rights record. While 

human rights have been a concern in awarding the Games to China and other countries, in the absence of 

notable progress on human rights issues, North Korea's system of prison camps could be a critical obstacle for 

some IOC members. 

While there are many challenges for a joint Korean bid, there are also opportunities. Should the Games come to 

the Korean peninsula in 2032, North Koreans will be increasingly exposed to foreigners, and several prospects 

exist to integrate lo.ng-term economic development into the Games. Though expectations that the Olympics will 

spur significant changes should be tempered given that economic development does not always spur political 

reform, the spotlight of the Olympics could serve as an additional incentive for North Korea to address concerns 

about its weapons programs. If North Korea has taken significant strides to dismantle its nuclear program and 

inter-Korean relations are on a strong footing by 2025, a joint Korean bid will be attractive to the IOC. Perhaps the 

real question is, what steps will Kim Jong-un be willing to take to ·ensure that the world comes to Pyongyang in 

2032? 

I Korean Peninsula ( Olympics 
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South Korean Supreme Court Caught in Park Geun-hye Scandal -
A chief justice is accused of influencing politically sensitive trials to impress the Park administration. 

By Troy Stangarone 
September 27, 2018 

--------- --- ----------------- - ----------------------------

al. -, ··--------------·- ------ --·---------·-------- --··- ---·-··--·-· -----------==-
In December 2016, the South Korean National Assembly voted to remove President Park Geun-hye from office after weeks of 
public protest over an influence peddling ·scandal surrounding her close personal confidant Choi Soon-Sil. The South Korean 
Constitutional Court upheld Park's impeachment last year, seem·ingly bringing the scandal to a close, but now _new accusations 
of impropriety have emerged surrounding the South Korean Supreme Court's ties to the Park administration. 

During his time as chief justice of the Supreme Court, Yang Sung-tae is alleged to have worked to influence politically sensitive 
t.rials to gain influence with the Park administration to support his efforts to set up a new Court of Appeals. Yang hoped to 
establish a new .Comt of Appeals to lighten the Supreme Court's case load so it could take on more significant cases. 

As part of the investigation, prosecutors are looking into allegations that Yang sought to curry favor with the Park 
administratio_n by press ming judges for favorable rulings on a case to grant reparations to South Koreans forced to work 
during the colonial period as the government sought to improve relations with Japan and a case involving th~ Park 
administration's decision to outlaw the Korean Teachers and Education Workers Union. 

Enjoying this article? Click here to subscribe for full access, Just $5 a month, 

In addition, Yang is thought to have used funds from lower courts to create a slush fund to pay incentives to di_strict court 
chiefs and senior judges, while also maintaining a blacklist of progressive judges and smveillance of judges critical of his plan. 
However, prosecutors have faced challenges from 1ower courts, which have rejected search warrants for officials believed to be 
involved in the scandal. 

There are also accusations that Yang sought to "rein in" rulings by the Constitutional Court that were at odds with Supreme 
Court rulings. In the South Korean legal system, the roles of the 1a_st court of appeal an4 the arbiter of which laws are 
constitutional are divided between the Supreme Court and the Constitutional Court. Under the South Korean Constitution, the 
Supreme Court serves as the court of last appeal and is required to request a decision from the Constitutional Court when the 
constitutionality of a law ccimes into qu_estion. However, it does have jurisdictio11 over the constitutionality of administrative 
decrees and regulations. I_n ·addition to questions regarding the constitutionality of a law, the Constitutional Court reviews 
impeachments, handles the dissolution of political parties, disputes between goYernment agencies, and whether the state has 
violated the rights of the people. 
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A judge on assignment to the Constitutional Court from the National Courts Administration (NCA), the Supreme Comt's top 
administrative body, is also believed to have written a report on an internal meeting related to a case adverse to the 
government and to have passed along classified documents from the Park impeachment and other cases to a judge on the 
Seoul Central bisttict Court. Yang is believed to have used these documents to help gain an advantage in talks with the 
Constitutional Court and gaii:i insights into the future political dynamics from the impeachment. 

The current crisis has further undermined faith in the cou'rt system in SoU:th Korea, where favorable decisions to the heads of 
the chaebol and the recent early release of Lee Jae-young of Samsung had already created a sense that the court system was 
,unjust. Polling prior to the current scandal.indicated that 60 percent of the South Korean public I,acked faith in the cou(t 
system to adjudicate the law fairly. 

In response to the c1isis, President Moon Jae-in ha·s called for the Supreme Court to undertake self-reform to restore the 
public's trust. While much work still needs to be done, the NCA is set to be abolished as part of the_ fallout from the scandal. 

Already a subscriber' Login here 

----- ----·-----

https:/!thediplomat.com/2018/09/south-korean-supreme-court-caught-in-park-geun-hye-scandal/?allpage·s=yes&print=yes 2/2 

Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 10/0l/2018 1 :07 :4 7 PM 


