artment of Justice Supplemental Statement

on, DC 20530 Pursuant to Section 2 of the Foreign Agents Registration Act
0f'1938, as amended

OMB NO. 11240002

For Six Month Period Ending August 31, 2009

{Insert date}
I- REGISTRANT

me of Registrant {b) Registration No,

(,KH p\Ametica Information Office LLC ' 5609

isiness Address(es) of Registrant
2000 P Street NW Suite 240, Washington DC. 20036

iere been a change in the information previdusly furnished in connection with:the following:

(a) Ifian individual: ‘ A
(1) Residence address(es)  Yes [ No [X]. = A
(2). Citizenship Yes [} No [® v B
- (3) Occupation Yes [ No [ 5=
G
(b) If an organization: S
(1) Name Yes [ No [¥] A
{(2) Ownership or-control Yes [[1 No [ oo
(3) Branch offices Yes [] No [ =
{c) Explain fully all changes, if any, indicated in items (a)yand (b) above. ;::: 0
= N

IF THE REGISTRANT IS AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSE TO ITEMS 3, 4 AND 5(a),
have previously filed Exhibit:C, state whether any changes therein have occurred during this.6 month re_p_drtin g period.
Yes (1 No ¥

If yes, have you filed an amendment to thé Exhibit C? Yes [J No [}

If no, please attach the required amendment.

1C, for whigh no princed form is provided, consists of a true copy of the charter, articles of intorporation, association, snd by laws of a régistrant that is an organization. (A waiver of
nt to file an Exhibit C may be obtained for good cause upon writien application to the Assistant-Attomey General, Nationat Security Division, U.S. Depariment of Justice, Washington,

Formerly: CRM-154

FORM NSI3.2
SRPTRMHER 2007



(PAGE 2)

ve any persons ceased acting as pariners, officers, directors or similar officials of the-registrant during this 6. month reporting
iod? Yes [ Ne [
furnish the following information:

Position Date connection ended

ve any persons become partners, officers, directors or similar officials during this 6 moénth reporting period?
Yes [ No [x.
furnish the following information:
Residence. Citizenship Position Date
address ' assumed

s é’ny person named in‘item 4(b) rendcﬁre’d"’sérvices directly in_furtherance of the interests of any foreign principal?
‘ Yes [] No ¥

identify each such person and describe his service.

se any employees or individuals, who have filed:a short form registration statement, tenninatccj;their- cmployment or
inection with. the registrant during this 6 month reporting.period? Yes [%]. No T
furnish-the followin gz.inf()nnation: :

A Position ¢t connection Date terminated
Atta_chment 5(b)

ing this 6 month reporting period, has the registrant hired as employees or.in‘any other capacity, any persons who rendered
/il render services to:the registrant directly in furtherance of the interests of any foreign-principal(s).in other than a'clerical or

efarial, or in-a related or.similar capacity? Yes [ No [
furnish the following information:
Residence Citizenship Position Date
address assumed

short form registration statements been filed by ali of the pérsons named inHtems 5(a) and 5(c) of the supplemental statement?
Yes [H No [J

list names of persons who-have not filed the required-statement.
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II - FOREIGN PRINCIPAL
our connection with any foreign principal ended during this 6 month reporting period?
Yes (A No O
furnish the-following information:
: of foreign principal Date of termination
Fundacion Siglo XXt 08/31/2009

Mwimiento.Poder Ciudadano, Siglo 21 08/31/2009 -
Smipassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 08/31/2009

you acquired anty new foreign principal”.during this 6 month reporing period?

Yes No [
furnish the following information:
s and address of foreign principal Date.acquired
Movimiento Poder Ciudadano, Siglo:21 05/26/2009

(l1€25 No.6 piso 13, Bogota DC. Colombias

ition to those named in Items 7 and 8, i any, list foreign principals? :thfn"'you continued to represent during the 6 month
ing period.

EXHIBITS A AND'B

@)

b}

Have you filed for each of the néwly acquired foreign principals in Hem 8 the following:

Exhibit A® Yes No []
ExhibitB* Yes [¥] No [

If no, please attach the required-exhiibit.

Have there been-any changes in the Exhibits A and B previously. filed for any foreign principal whom you
represented during the 6 month pericd? Yes [ No

[fyes, have you filed an-amendment to these exhibits? Yes [ No [

Ifno, please attach the required amendment.

oreign principal” includes, in addition to those defined in Section 1(b) of the- Act, an mdlv:dual orgzmmnon any of whose activities ate diretily orindireetly supervised, directed,
anced, or subsidized in ' whole or in major part'by a foréign govemiment, foreign political patiy, foreign’ organization or f'om:gn indiv; xdual (S¢e Rule 100(a) (9).), A registrant who
re than one foreign principal is required to list in the statements hie files under the-Act only those principals fof whom he is not entitléd to claim exemption under Section 3-of the

e 208.)

t A, which is filed on Form NSD-3 (Formerly CRM-157), sets forth the information required;to bo disclosed coneerning each foreign principal.
t B, which i3 filed on Form NSD-4 (Formerly. CRM:155), scts.forth the mfonnauon oncerning'the agteement or undérstanding between the registrant and the foreign principal.
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I - ACTIVITIES

ng this 6 month reporting period, have you-engaged.in‘any activities for of rendered any-services to'any forexgn prmupal
ed in Items 7, 8, and 9 of this statement? Yes. X} No [}

s, identify each. such foreign principal and describe in-full detail your activities-and services:
Fundacion Siglo XXi
Mo\rimiento.Poder-Ciudadano_', Siglo 2]
Gmbassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela,

\ctivities were of a poiitical nature and are described in response to item 12'of Section llf (see attachment).

ng this 6 month reporting pmod have you on behalf of any foreign principal cngaged in political activity” as defined below?

Yes [X No [

3, identify each such foreign principal and describe in full detail’all such political activity, indicating, among other things,
slations, interests and policies sought to beinfluénced and the means employed toachieve this purpose. 1fthe régistrant
ged, spornisored or delivered speeches, lectures or radio and TV broadcasts, give details as to dates and places of delivery,.
;s of speakers and subject matter.

Logs attached .

dition to the.above described activities, if, any, haveyou engaged in actmty on your own behalf which benefits any or all of
foreign principals? Yes [ No-[¥]

3, describe fuily.

olitical sctivities” means any aclivity that the person engaging in believes will, or that the person intends 16, 1 any way inlluence any agency of official of the Govemnment of the
or any section of the poblic within the United States with reference to §0rmulaun3, adopting or changing the domestic or foreign policies of the United States or with reference to the
iblic interests, pohc:cs, or relations of a government of a foreign cotntry. or a fon:xg,,n polmcal pity.



AU )

IV - FINANCIAL INFORMATION

RECEIPTS-MONIES
During this-6 month reporting period, have you received from any foreign principal named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this
staterment, or from any other source, for or'in the interests 6f any such foreign: principal, -any- oontnbuuons. incore ot money

either as-compensation or otherwise? Yes [9 No [

If no, explain why.

Ifyes, set forth below in the required detail and separately for each forcign principal an-account of such monies®.

Date From whom Purpose Amount
03/032009 Venezuelan Embassy Operating Expenses $198,000.00
05/08/2009 La Fundacion Siglo XXI  Operating Expenses $33,333.33
05/14/2009 Venezuelan Emba Sy Qperating Expenses $21,624.98

$252,958.31

Total

ECEIPTS ~ FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN
During this 6 month reporting period, have you received, as part of a fund raising campaign’,-any money on behalf of any

foreign principal named in items 7, 8, or 9 of this.statement? Yes D No [¥]
If yes, have you filed an Exhibit D8 to your registration? Yes [ No 'l_'_']
If yes, indicate the date the Exhibit D was filed. Date

RECEIPTS - THINGS OF VALUE
During this 6 month reporting period, have you received any thing of value® other-than money from any foreign principal

named in ltems 7, 8, or 9 of this statement, or from -any other source, for or in the interests of any such foreign principal?
Yes [] No [x
if yes, furnish the following information:

Name of ' Date Déscription of
foreign principal received thing of value Purpose

nt 15 required to file an Exhibit D if he _céllec:s o receives contributions, toanis, money, or other thingis of valie fora foreigﬁ pﬁﬁcipnl as pa.r'mf 4 fund caising campaign,

(¢))

D, for which no printed form is provided, sets Torth an aceount-of money collected or received as a result of a fund raising campaign and teansmitted for a foreign principal.

alue include but are not timited 1o gifts, interest free Yoans, expense free travel, favored stock ps_rchases exclusive rights, favored treatment over competitors, “kickbacks,” and the like.
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ISBURSEMENTS - MONIES
Juring this 6 month reporting period, have you

1) disbursed or expended monies in-connection with activity on behalf of any foreign principal named in Items 7, 8, or
9 of this statement? Yes X] No {3

2) transmitted monies to any such foreign: principal? Yes [ No ]
£ no, explain in full détail why there were no:disbursements made on behalf of any foreign principal.

yes, set forth below in the. _rcqui_fed_de;tail and separately for each foreign principal an account of such monies, including
onies transmitted, if any, to each foreign principal.

ate Towhom Purpose Amiount
See Attachment 153

Total



[C IR AN

DISBURSEMENTS ~ THINGS OF VALUE
During this 6-month reporting period, have you disposed of anything of value!® other than money in furtherance of or in
somnection with activities on behalf of any forexgn principal named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this statement?

Yes [ No [X]

if yes, furnish the following information:

Date Name of person On behalf of Description of thing Purpose
disposed to whom given what foreign principal of value

DISBURSEMENTS —~POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

During this 6 month reporting pefiod, have you from your own funds and on your own.behalf either directly or through any
other person, made any contributions of money or other things of value11 in connection with an election to any. political office,
or in connection with any primary ¢lection, convention, or.caucus. held- to-select candidates for political office?

Yes [ No [X
if yes, furnish the following information:
Date Amount.or thing Name of Nameof
of vilue political candidate

organization

s of value include but are not limited to gifts, interast frec loans, cxpense free ravel, favored stock purchases, exclusive fighls,‘ favored treatment  over competitors, “kickbacks” and’ the
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V - INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS

ng this 6 month reporting petiod, did you prepare, diss’cminat_e orcause 1o be disseminated any informational materials 127

Yes No [

ES, RESPOND TO THE REMAINING ITEMS IN'SECTION'V.

t‘ify each such foreign principal.
Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

ng this’6 month reporting period,-has any foreign'principal established a budget or allocated a sbeciﬁed-sum:of money to
1ce your activities in preparing or disseminating informational materials? Yes [x] No [

s, identify each such foreign principal, specify amount, and indicate for what period of time.

¢whassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

ng this 6 month reporting period, did your aclivilies in preparing, disseminaling or causing the dissernination of nformational
rials include the use of any of the following:

X oorTV [x] Magazine or newspaper [T} Motion picture films [x] Letters or telegrams
>adcasts articlés
X artising.campaigns [x] Press releases Pamphlets or other publications  [¥] Lectures or gpeeches
X net [0 Other (specify)

ng this 6 month reporting period, did you.disseminate or cause to be disseminated informational materials among any of the
wing groups:

Y icofficials X Newspapers [] Libraries
¥ slators [xI Editors {¥] Educational institutions
X zrnment agencies Xl Civic groups or associations [x] Nationality.groups
 (specify)
t language ‘was used in the informational materials:
}( i'w_l)\iSh Kl Other (specify) ~ Spanish

sou file with'the Registration Unit, U.S. Department of Justice a copy of each item of such informational materials
ated or caused to be disseminated during this 6 month reporting period? Yes [x No []

rou label each item of such informational materials with the statement required by Section 4(b) of the Act?
Yes ‘No {1

informational-materials inCludes any oral, visual, graptiic, wnucn, or pictorial information or matter of any kind, mcludmg ‘that published by means of advertising; books;
ewspapers, Icotures, broadcasts, motion pictures, of any means of iistrumentality of Interstate or foreigh commerce or othcrwxsc. Informationial materinls dissmnmmcd by an agent of 8
pal as part of an activity m itself exempt from registration, or an activity which by :mif wou!d not require registration, necd not b filed pursuant 1o Section 4(b) of the Act.
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VI-EXECUTION

In accordance with 28'U.S.C. §1746, the undersigned swear(s) or affirm(s) under penalty of perjury that he/she has (they
d the information set forth.in this registration statement and the attached exhibits:and that he/shie is (they are) familiar with the
thereof and that such contents are in their:entirety true and accurate to the best of: his/her (their) knowledge and belief, except

mdersigned make(s) no representation as to.the truth or accuracy of the information contained it the attached Short Form
ion Statement(s), if any, insofar as $uch information is not within his/hér (their) personal knowledge.

signature )

(Type.or print name under each signature'?)

W 28,2009

Isaura Gi}m_ond_

o
D e
e e
=~ 2
C /f.' )
v 2
- )
SR
';.‘_:: ~
s
L
S o
=

N
o M
T —

=

nl Ml be signed by the individual agent; il the tepisirant 36 st ndividual, or By a majonty of those parners, 61TIGer, GITeLions of Persons pertoring $imilar Tuottions, 1T (e regtSirant 1s an ofganizaton,
rganizafion can, by power of attomey, anthos ' )

une of reore individuals 10 execute this ststement on its behalf,



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FARA REGISTRATION UNIT
NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530
NOTICE

Please answer the following questions and return this sheet in triplicate with your
Supplemental Statement:

1. Is your answer to Item 6 of Section V (Informational Materials — page 3 of Form CRM-154,
formerly Form OBD-64- Supplemental Statement)

YES | X

or NO _

(If your answer to question 1 is “yes” do not answer question 2.of this-form.)

2. Do you disseminate any material in connection with your registration
YES

_orNO

(If your answer to questlon 2 1s “yes’ please forward for our rev1ew copies of all matenal mcludmg

%
- 04. 28 - 2009 . 2 =
Date £

ISAURA GIEMOND

Please type or print name of
Signatory on the line above

PRESIDENT
Title



U.S. Department of Justice

National Security Division

Washington, DC 20530

& 4D
(o2
THIS FORM IS TO BE AN OFFICIAL ATTACHMENT TO YOUR CURRENT SUPPLEMENTAL
. STATEMENT - PLEASE EXECUTE IN TRIPLICATE

SHORT-FORM REGISTRATION INFORMATION SHEET

SECTION A

The Department records list active short-form registration statements for the following persons of your

organization filed on the date indicated by each name. If a person is not still functioning in the same capacity
directly on behalf of the foreign principal, please show the date of termination.

Short Form List for Registrant: Latin America Information Office LLC

Last Name First Name and Other Names Registration Date Termination Date Role

Gitmond Isaura 03/18/2004 /28] 09 presidand”
Goumbri Olivia B. 11/22/2005 [ HiloA Cxer . DXNeo
Main Alexander John 04/24/2007 -7 / i / OC‘

%\‘(/j PWV/\\S%*'



U.S. Department of Justice

Criminal Division

Washington, DC 20530

SECTION B

In addition to those persons listed in Section A, list below all-current employees rendering
:rvices directly on behalf of the foreign principal(s) who have not filed short-form registration
atements. (Do not list clerks, secretaries, typists or employees:in similar or related capacity). If
ere is some question as to whether an employee has an obligation to file a short-form, please
ldress a letter to the Registrant Unit-describing the activities and connection with the foreign
‘incipal.

Name | Function. | Date Hired

— —

T R —

e

3

ignature:ﬁ%%“% e Date: 09/28/2009

ile: PRESIDENT 7 =
2o




-t Form List for Registﬂi’ant:" Venezue,l:a-J-I_nfb‘rma-tio.n Office; LLC

Period Ending Aug 2009 |

Registration No.5609
Attachment 5 (b)

L.ast Name

~ First Name

{Termination Date |

Role

Shuett

Jennifer

5/15/2009

Aﬁélysf

Coates

 [Jessica

5/15/2009

|Office Manager

Movrissey

Megan

5/15/2009

~[Media Manager

Main

Alexander

7/1/2009

Policy Analyst:

(GourmoY i

Olivioe

B304

oxec Plre pfor




n America Inform_ati_dh Oﬁce, LLC ] ‘Reg'.f#v5609

Foreing Principal: La Fundacion Siglo XXI

plemmental Statement - Financial Information -_Insertfor page 6

For Six Month Period Ending August 2009

Section IV, 15 (a) Disbursements

[)?Yating'_ﬁxpenses $33,333.33

| 1. $33,333.33

plementary Information:
o U.S. Government Officials or media representatives were guest.

o disbursements made to sub-contractors.



n'Ame_r_ica Information Office, L_LC _' Reg. #5609

plemmental Statement - Financial Information - Insert for page 6

sing Principal: Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

For Six Month Period Ending August 2009 |

Section IV, 15 (a) Disbursements

rating Expenses $208,851.80
el & Transp_ortation $38,894.66 .
inistrative Services $9,067.54_
e S_uplifesb $3,324.28
| $260,138.28

plementary Information:
o U.S. Government Officials or media representativeswere guest.

o disbursements made to sub-contractors.



FARA

Reporting
Log- Alexander Main
Embassy of March 2009 to July
Venezuela 2009
Date Person Contacted Position/Title Organization Contacted |Subject Discussed Position Advocated
Foreign Affairs identify ways in which to improve bilateral
Adviser, Senator relations ahead of Trinidad Summit of the
7-Apr-09}Carl Meacham Lugar US Senate Email Venezuela - US relations Americas
Adviser, Rep. US House of relations ahead of Trinidad Summit of the
7-Apr-09]Sophia King Gregory Meeks Representatives Email Venezuela - US relations Americas
Foreign Affairs identifying ways in which to improve bilateral
Adviser, Rep. Eliot ]US House of relations ahead of Trinidad Summit of the
7-Apr-09({Jason Steinbaum Engel Representatives Email Venezueia - US relations Americas
Foreign Affairs identifying ways in which to improve bilateral-
Adviser, Rep. Eliot [US House of relations ahead of Trinidad Summit of the
7-Apr-09]Eric Jacobstein Engel Representatives Email Venezuela - US relations Americas
Reuters - Caracas
13-May-09|Frank Daniels Journalist Bureau In person Venezuela - US relations more balanced view of bilateral relations
9-Jun-09(|Frances Robles Journalist Miami Herald Email Venezuela - US relations more balanced reporting




FARA Olivia Goumbri
Reporting March 2009 to
Log-VIO September 2009
Date Person Contacted Position/Title Organization Contacted |Subject Discussed Position Advocated
10-Mar-08|0Olga Vives Vice President NOW email visit of Venezuelan professor meet with her
help with press of Venezuelan
12-Mar-09|Nnenna Obozio Staff TransAfrica Forum email professor visit help with press of Venezuelan professor visit
13-Mar-09|Hiiary Shelton Intl Relations NAACP email visit of Venezuelan professor meet with her
General readership of
18-Mar-09|Latin American Adviser in print publiqVenezuela nationalizations supported them under the law
25-Mar-09{Dan Hellinger Professor Webster University email interview on Venezuela consider doing the interview
6-Apr-09{Richard Korn consultant independent email/phone |labor delegation to Venezuela secure labor leaders to go
Providence City
15-Apr-09|Miguel Luna councilmen Counciul phone attacks against Venezuela in press write a letter to editor or op-ed
30-Apr-09{Miguel Tinker Salas professor Paloma University email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
30-Apr-09f|Antonio Gonzalez director SWVRP email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
Providence City
30-Apr-09f{Miguel Luna counciliman Counciul email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
3-May-09{Olga Vives VP NOwW email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
3-May-08|Hilary Shelton Intl Relations NAACP email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
AFL-CIO Central
3-May-09{Debra Boothe director Florida Labor Council [email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
3-May-09|Saul Landau board IPS email elections in Venezuela read observer report’and forward to others
3-May-09|Netfa Freeman program director IPS email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
3-May-08]Chuck Kauffman director Nicaragua Network email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
Haiti, Cuba, Ven
3-May-09|Shirley Pate director Project email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
3-May-09|Roberto Lovato journalist The Nation email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
3-May-09|Peter Cohn lawyer NLG email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
3-May-09|Judy Somberg lawyer NLG email elections in Venezuela read observer report and forward to others
VIO News & Action list
11-May-09(serve email Miami Herald article bias write a letter to the editor
13-May-09|Richard Korn consultant independent email delegation to Venezuela hold press conference on trip
15-May-03|Charlie Hardy author Cowboy in Caracas email/phone |visit in DC visit senators and representative
Venezuela Solidarity .
13-Jun-09{Network email Colombian aggression become aware of regional instability




VIO News & Action list

become informed and contact members of
Congress

30-Jun-09serve email regional stability .

2-Jul-09|Judy Somberg lawyer NLG email trip to Venezuela contact social leaders and speak with them
17-Jul-09|Susyn Scott lawyer NLG email overall misperceptions of Venezuela |write op-ed for CA newspaper on Venezuela
25-Jul-09|DC list serve email GAO report on Venezuela understand its drawbacks
5-Aug-09|Dan Beeton co-director CEPR email analysis of GAQ report understand its drawbacks




FARA

Reporting
Log- Olivia Goumbri March
Fundacion 2009 to September
X1 2009
Date Person Contacted |[Position/Title Organization Contacted |Subject Discussed Position Advocated
1-Mar-09|Jack Hammond professor CUNY Email Bolivia panel at forum chair panel at Bolivia panel
holding meeting during support effort to hold meeting with President
3/9/2009|Mike Williams Director AITC Email Climate Change conference |Morales in Alaska
holding meeting during support effort to hold meeting with President
9-Mar-09|Steve Osbourne staff AITC email Climate Change conference |Morales in Alaska
put me in touch with Riverside Church for
9-Mar-09{Marie Dennis director Maryknoll email Bolivia event in NY event with President Morales
organize meeting with indigenous leaders and
11-Mar-09|Brad Garness staff AITC email Bolivia event in Alaska President Morales
12-Mar-09]Cynthia Nixon staff Riverside Church email event with President Morales |host event in church in Harlem
NY public event with
17-Mar-09{Reverend Collins reverend White Plains Methodist |email/phone |Morales invite religious community to event
upcoming event with pass a resolution in support of Bolivia's
20-Mar-09(AITC Alaska staff AITC phone President Morales in Alaska {indigenous and president
20-Mar-Q9{NCAl Dawn Heather Thompson |staff email Alaska Bolivia events attend and help organize
serve as the MC and introduce president
28-Mar-09|Bishop Gumbleton Bishop retired email/phone |Bolivia event in NY Morales
1-Apr-09]Jennifer Wager director independent email do film on Bolivia do film on Bolivia
4-Apr-09|Sujatha Fernandes  [professor CUNY email Bolivia event in NY attend
Public Event with President
5-Apr-09|Olga Vives Vice President NOW email Morales in NY attend
Public Event with President
5-Apr-09|Hilary Shelton international affiars NAACP email Morales in NY attend
Public Event with President
6-Apr-09{Nicole Lee president TransAfrica Forum email Morales in NY attend
Ellen Berstein & Public Event with President
6-Apr-09|Lucius Walker Jr. leadership Pastors for Peace email Morales in NY attend
7-Apr-09{Antonio Gonzalez executive director SWVREP email Bolivia NY event attend and suggest others to invite
8-Apr-09|Noam Chomsky professor MIT email Bolivia NY event attend
8-Apr-09(Leila McDowell communicator NAACP email Bolivia NY event attend and ask others to attend




16-Apr-09{Nane Alejandrez director Barrios Unidos email/phone {Bolivia event in NY ask Harry Beiafonte to attend
18-Apr-09|Cornel West professor Rutgers fax Bolivia event in NY attend event

27-Apr-09{Brad Garness staff AITC email thank you ) post resolution on website
15-May-09{Mavis Anderson director LAWG email UN Bolivia Newsletter read it and pass around to others
15-May-09|Shirley Pate HCV Project director email events on Bolivia in DC attend

18-May-09{Chuck Kauffman director Nicaragua Network email DC Bolivia event attend and share with others
23-Jun-09{Melissa Draper Democracy Project staff email Bolivia meeting in NY attend

23-Jun-09|Greg Grandin professor NYU email Bolivia meeting in NY attend

23-Jun-08|Jennifer Wager filmmaker independent email Bolivia meeting in NY attend

23-Jun-09]Gail Walker radio reporter UN email Bolivia meeting in NY attend

yu gl

13/ 551K

3




FARA

Reporting
Log- Megan Morrissey
Fundacion March 2009 to June
xXx1 2009
Date Person Contacted (Position/Title Organization Contacted |Subject Discussed Position Advocated
’ NY visit by President
5-Mar-09]John Collins reverend NY Methodist email/phone {Morales find key religious leaders to invite
NY visit by President
6-Mar-09|Estella Vazquez union member 1199|phone Morales help find a space for event
send out announcement about event and
NY visit by President reserve tickets, help identify key people to
12-Mar-09|Christy Thorton executive director NACLA in person Morales attend
NY visit by President
13-Mar-09(Melissa Draper Democracy Project writer email Morales help publicize event’
NY visit by President
17-Mar-09|Greg Grandin professor NYU email Morales attend and suggest others to invite
New School NY visit by President :
22-Mar-08]Observatory class in person Morales attend and publicize event
NY visit by President
23-Mar-09|Forest Hylton professor NY email Morales attend event and invite others
Public Event with President |attend and provide list of people who will
25-Mar-09|Pastors for Peace phone Morales in NY attend
Public Event with President
1-Apr-09|Harry Belafonte personality phone Morales in NY attend and MC event
Public Event with President {attend and provide list of people who wili
2-Apr-09] TransAfrica Forum board members email Morales in NY attend
Public Event with President
7-Apr-09|Leila McDowell communicator NAACP phone Morales in NY attend and invite others




FARA

Reporting

Log-

Fundacion Alex Main March 2009

XX1 to July 2009

Date Person Contacted Position/Title Organization Contacted |Subject Discussed Position Advocated

4/15/09 Leila McDowell Communications NAACP email event with President Evo Morales |attend and invite others to event




Movimiento

Poder Olivia Goumbri March
Ciudadano, 2009 to September
Colombia 2009
Date Person Contacted |Position/Title Organization Contacted |Subject Discussed Position Advocated
. International Crisis upcoming visit of human meet with group and hear update on peace
25-May-09|Mark Schneider VP Group Email rights leaders from Colombia|process in Colombia
visit of human rights leaders Jarrange meeting for Senator Cordoba and
5/25/2009|Fulton Armstrong Staffer Senator Kerry's office  {Email and Senator Cordoba to DC |human rights leaders with Senator Kerry
visit of human rights leaders |{arrange meeting for Senator Cordoba and
25-May-09|Nnenna Obozio staff TransAfrica Forum email and Senator Cordoba to DC |human rights leaders with John Conyers
upcoming human rights arrange for high level meetings with them and
25-May-09]Gimena Sanchez staff WOLA email delegation Chris McMullen at DOS
upcoming human rights
25-May-09|Gustavo Torres director Casa de MD email delegation get meeting for them with MD Congressmen
Tenleytown Methodist upcoming human rights arrange meeting with religious leader sand
27-May-09{ Whit Hutchison Reverend Church email delegation Senator Cordoba
upcoming human rights
27-May-09]Hilary Shelton legislative staffer NAACP email/phone |delegation meet with Senator Cordoba and delegation
visit of Senator Cordoba to |arrange meeting between Senator and
28-May-09|{McMullen secretary CBTU email DC President Lucy
arrange meetings with CBC members for next
8-Jun-08|Hillary Shelton legislative staffer NAACP email thanks for meeting human rights delegation
Senator Piedad Cordoba arrange a meeting between her and President
12-Jun-09{Darryl VP Hip Hop Caucus email/phone |visit of Hip Hop Caucus -
Senator Piedad Cordoba arrange a meeting between her and
12-Jun-09]Cynthia Martin staffer John Conyers Office email visit Congressman Conyers
Senator Piedad Cordoba arrange a meeting between her and
15-Jun-09|Robert Fuentes staffer Barabara Lee's office  |email visit Congresswoman Lee
follow up and suggestion to send letter to
22-Jun-09|Nicole Lee president TransAfrica Forum email thank you for meeting President Obama on situation in Colombia
visite of Senator Piedad arrange meeting wth Senator Cordoba and
20-Jul-09{Robert Fuentes staffer Barabara Lee's office  {email Cordoba Barbara Lee
arrange meeting between Senator and
21-Jui-09|McMullen secretary CBTU email Cordoba visit to DC President Lucy
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.Venezuela information Office
Q. 2000 P Street NW Suite 240
“VINEIUR A Washington, DC 20036

INFORMATION Voice: (202) 347-8081
— OFFICE — Fax: (202) 223-8029

The GAO Report on U.S.-Venezuela Drug Cooperation:
Revisiting the Bush Policy of Politicization

On Monday, July 21, 2009 the U.S. Office of the Comptroller General Government Accountability Office
(GAO) issued a report commissioned by the ranking minority member of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Republican Senator Richard Lugar.

Specifically, the report was “to determine 1) what is known about cocaine trafficking through Venezuela, 2)
what is known about Venezuelan support for Colombian illegal armed groups, and 3) the status of U.S.
counternarcotics cooperation since 2002.”

The GAO is considered an independent office that works for the United States Congress. This report
however, is quite the opposite, and resembles something out of the political playbook of the hostile George
W. Bush administratton.

Some of the most egregious inaccuracies are below along with some facts.

Myth: This report shows that the amount of drugs transiting through Venezuela has increased in the last few
years and is largely a result of Venezuela’s inability to fight drugs and cooperate with other nations.

Fact: It is true that drugs passing through Venezuela have increased. Venezuelan officials have repeatedly
acknowledged this and explained that their location between the region’s number one producer (Colombia)
and the world’s number one consumer (the United States) of cocaine makes for a dangerous situation in
terms of narco-trafficking. It is not true however, that Venezuela has lacked the ability to carry out counter-
narcotics operations or to cooperate with other nations on this important issue.

In fact, Venezuela has demonstrated its clear intention to dismantle drug operations and work together with
all interested parties, as long as they respect Venezuelan sovereignty. This is demonstrated most obviously

by the 20 extradition orders, this year alone, that Venezuela has honored with Colombia, the United States
and other countries.'

Venezuela has also had successful counter-narcotic partnerships with 37 countries, among them members of
the European Union, and has increased its own activities in the fight against drugs. United Nations figures
show that Venezuela has the second highest cocaine seizure rates in South America.! Moreover, as the GAO
itself points out, Venezuela has shown an increase in the destruction of drug laboratories, drug seizures, and
the destruction of clandestine airstrips. :

On many occasions, Venezuela has also tried to work with the U.S., as was the case last year when the two
nations were on the verge of reestablishing cooperation, thanks in large part to the initiative of U.S.

The Venezuela Information Office is dedicated to informing the American public about contemporary
Venezuela, and receives its funding from the government of Venezuela. Further information is avanable
from the FARA office of the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. '



congressmen. Unfortunately, at the very moment that these talks were taking place, the U.S. Drug Czar
publicly attacked Venezuela, halting any possible rapprochement on the issue.

Myth: Venezuelan interdiction efforts have drastically fallen since U.S. drug officials (DEA) were asked to
leave the country for spying in 2005, and the bulk of Venezuela-U.S. drug cooperation came to a close.

Fact: False. The GAO report, based on a flawed methodology, relies on no new research and primarily on
sources from the Executive branch previously released under the openly hostile administration of George W.
Bush. The few times that alternative sources are mentioned such as the United Nations, their statistics and
findings are not actually included as part of the data in the report.

According to the United Nations, Venezuela holds the world’s 4™ highest interdiction rate™ and the GAO
itself notes that Venezuela intercepts about 29% of the drugs (mostly cocaine) passing through its territory."”
According to US government statistics, the United States intercepts roughly the same amount of cocaine in
its own territory.

Moreover, in UNODC’s 2008 World Report on Drug Seizures, it notes that during the last two years of
Venezuela’s cooperative agreement with the US on drugs, between 2003 and 2004, a total of 63,498.32 kg of
cocaine were seized in Venezuela. In the two year period directly following that, beginning in 2005 when
Venezuela asked the DEA to leave the country and chose not to renew a variety of joint cooperation
programs, statistics show that Venezuelan cocaine seizures actually increased by 35%."

Myth: The Venezuelan government has extended a “lifeline” to Colombian illegal armed groups and
provided them with support and safe haven along the Colombian border.

Fact: The statements cited to back these incendiary claims up come from U.S. officials under the Bush
administration and Colombian officials that both have a political interest in linking the government of
Venezuela with the FARC. Moreover, the “primary sources” of evidence for these claims, as defined by the
GAO, come from the infamous computer laptops “captured” by the Colombian National Army in March of
2008. The problem of course, is that the GAO regurgitates the highly politicized statements made by the
Colombian government as if they are fact, when in all actuality the contents of the laptops were never
authenticated by any independent party.

Interpol said as much during their investigation of the events when they stated that they had never analyzed
“the content of documents, folders or other material on the eight seized FARC computer exhibits. The
accuracy and source of the user files contained in the eight seized FARC computer exhibits are and always
have been outside the scope of Interpol’s computer forensic examination.”"' Therefore, the claims made as
to what exists on these files are left solely up to the Colombian government to decide.

Myth: Corruption linked to drug-trafficking is rampant at the highest levels of the Venezuelan government,
including the ministerial level.

Fact: Corruption is still a problem in Venezuela, as in many developing nations throughout the world.
However, using outdated and politicized US government reports to reiterate this claim provides no real sense
of the situation and is just poor investigation. Moreover, the only other sources referred to are entities that
are openly hostile to the government of Venezuela such as Transparency International who ranks Colombia,
where more than 60 legislators have been labeled official suspects in that country’s para-politics scandal, as
less corrupt than Venezuela. Finally, given the Colombian government’s relationship with the FARC, whom



‘they consider a domestic terrorist group, the alleged testimony extracted from FARC prisoners during closed
interrogation sessions should at a minimum be looked upon with some measure of doubt.

Conclusion

This report was leaked to the press before its formal publication, in an obvious attempt by certain right wing
sectors of the previous administration, to set the parameters of the debate before Venezuela had the
opportunity to review it. According to the Venezuelan embassy, the GAO was made aware of the situation
“but still refused Venezuela the right to access the report before its official release date set for Monday, July
20th.

Although the GAO did not make any official recommendations, after receiving the report Republican
Senator Lugar stated that the findings reflect "corruption in that country's government” and "require at a
minimum a comprehensive review of U.S. policy towards Venezuela,"""

The government of George W. Bush politicized all possible areas of cooperation between Venezuela and the
United States. As the Financial Times points out, while paraphrasing Venezuelan Ambassador Bernardo
Alvarez, “the main sources for the study — which describes corruption at the highest levels of government as
well as being widespread in the national guard — were from within the former US administration, which
enjoyed notoriously poor relations with Mr. Chavez and even backed a failed coup against him in 2002.”"""

By using a mediocre methodology that relies solely on old information and lacks a variety of credible
sources, the GAO has does nothing but replicate this politicized modus operandi. It is unfortunate that
during a time when many saw improved relations between the Chavez and Obama administrations within
reach, the GAQ has allowed itself to be used to put forward a poor report that will only serve to sow more
seeds of mistrust.

' Jones, Rachel. “Venezuela to Deport Top Italian Mafia Suspect.” Associated Press, June 23, 2009.

# «“yVenezuela Has Second Highest Number of Cocaine Seizures in South America.” Embassy of Venezuela in the United States,
July 16, 2009. http://www.embavenez-us.org/news.php?nid=5116

™ 2008 World Drug Report, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.
http://www.unodec.org/documents/wdr/WDR_2008/SEIZURE Tables.pdf

" US GAO Report “Drug Control: U.S. Counternarcotics Cooperation with Venezuela Has Declined,” Government Accountability
Office (GAO), July 20, 2009. http://www.gao.gov/products/GAQ-09-806

2008 World Drug Report, p.25, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.
http://www.unodc.org/documents/wdr/WDR_2008/SEIZURE Tables.pdf

" “INTERPOL’s Forensic Report on FARC computers and hardware seized by Colombia,” Press Statement

by Ronald K. Noble, Interpol Secretary General, May 15, 2008,
http://www.interpol.int/Public/ICPO/speeches/2008/SGbogota20080516.asp

"™ Chris Kraul, “Venezuela's anti-drug efforts fall short, U.S. says” Los Angeles Times, July 21, 2009.
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-venez-drugs21-2009jui21,0,3075773.story

" MANDER, BENEDICT. “VENEZUELA SLAMS US REPORT ON DRUGS”, LOS ANGELES TIMES, JTULY 23, 2009.
HTTP://IWWW FT.COM/CMS/S/0/6C69BF84-77CF-11DE-9713-00144FEABDCO. HTML
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Venezuela & Increased Colombian Militarization.

Following an announcement on July 20, 2009 made by President Alvaro Uribe, that Colombia
would permit the United States to utilize at least 3 Colombian air bases (now up to 7) and increase
its military personnel in the country from the current capacity of less than 300 soldiers to 800
soldiers,! allegedly to help with anti-narcotics operations, President Hugo Chavez announced that
neighboring Venezuela would undergo a revision in its relations with Colombia. Chavez’s concern,
also expressed by a number of regional leaders, is that allowing the United States, a country with
established hostility towards Venezuela, access to territory on Venezuela’s borders is an openly
aggressive act and puts his country’s national security at risk.

Just a few days later on July 26, 2009, the Colombian government leveled attacks against
Venezuela, alleging that 3 anti-tank rocket launchers found in a FARC guerilla camp had been
provided by the Venezuelan government.i Uribe claimed that if he hadn'’t released this information
the rebels would, “fire them and obtain more and no one in the international community will halt
their sale.”i President Chavez rejected the claims and announced that he would recall Venezuela’s
Ambassador to Colombia.v

The anti-tank launchers in question were actually found in October of last year, leaving many to
wonder why the Colombian government withheld this information until this particular moment.v
Upon further investigation by Venezuela, President Chavez reminded the press that in 1995 the
Venezuelan National Guard had shared a public document with the Colombian government
showing that 5 anti-tank rocket launchers had been stolen during an armed excursion into

Venezuelan territory by the FARC. This was 4 years before Chavez became the president of
Venezuela.

Politicizing the Debate

In Latin America, Venezuela has faced the brunt of the demonization waged by the George W. Bush
administration under the auspices of the so-called “war on terror”, while Colombia has been
advanced as the model democracy most intricately involved in the fight against narco-terrorism.

Early on, Venezuela was characterized by the Bush administration as an impediment to the
national security of the United States. With critical help from the Colombian government, the
Bush administration and sectors of the right wing U.S. political establishment have continuously
floated a series of false accusations as facts through biased news reports and the issuing of factually

maccurate US government agency reports. They have wrongly branded Venezuela as a country that
supports and harbors terrorists.

The Venezuela Information Office is dedicated to informing the American public about contemporary
Venezuela, and receives its funding from the government of Venezuela. Further information is available
from the FARA office of the Department of Justice in Washington, DC.



While testifying before the U.S. Congress last year, OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza
pondered, “does Venezuela support terrorist groups? I don't think so. .... There is no evidence, and
no member country, including this one [the U.S.] has offered the OAS such proof.”

Colombian Decision is a Threat to the Region

It is not only Venezuela who is alarmed over this increase in US military aid to Colombia. The
regional body of South American nations, UNASUR, on August 28, 2009 expressed concern over
the military capabilities it could afford the United States and reminded them of the sovereignty of
all nations in the region. “The presence of foreign military forces -with their means and resources
linked to their own objectives- cannot threaten the sovereignty and integrity of any other South
American nation, and in consequence threaten the peace and security of the region.” Even the
tormer Colombian Defense Minister Rafael Pardo stated the arrangement is "like lending your
apartment's balcony to someone from outside the block so that he can spy on your neighbors."vi

The region seems to agree. Brazilian President Lula de Silva said the idea of a U.S. military base in
Colombia doesn’t please him,"iil Ecuador called it “worrying”, and Bolivia suggested it was
“treason.”

' Hugh Bronstein, "Colombia backs plan for increased U.S. military aid," Reuters 21 Jul. 2009.
http://www reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSTRES6JSNC20090721

" “Rebels Obtained Arms Sold to Venezuela, Colombia Says,” New York Times 27 Jul. 2009.

http://www nytimes.com/2009/07/28/world/americas/28Colombia.html}

" Ibid.

¥ «“Venezuela Freezes Ties With Colombia, Recalls Ambassador,” Voice of America 29 Jul. 2009.
http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-07-29-voal0.cfm

" “Rebels Obtained Arms Sold to Venezuela, Colombia Says,” New York Times 27 Jul. 2009.
http.//www.nytimes.com/2009/07/28/world/americas/28Colombia.htm} ,

" “OAS Chief to US Congress: No Venezuela-Terrorist Link,” AFP 10 Apr. 2008. http://www.rethinkvenezuela.com/news/04-10-
08afp.htm!

Y bid.

" Carlos Caminada and Joshua Goodman, “Lula Says US Military Base in Colombia Doesn’t ‘Please’ Him,” Bloomberg 30 Jul.
2009. http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601086&sid=a7fWYOfi.PIY
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Olivia Burlirgame Goumbri

From: VIO News & Action [newsandaction@veninfo.org]

Sent: Monday, May 11, 2009 1:17 PM

To: olivia@veninfo.org

Subject: VIO News & Action - Miami Herald Falsely Presents Opposition Claims as Fact

VENEZUELA

INFORMATION
—————  ==~OFFICE~—

i

a Nws and Action

VIO Venezuel
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Over the past few weeks, a number of US media outlets have reported on Venezuelan opposition allegations
that corruption charges brought against opposition leader Manuel Rosales are evidence of "political
persecution." More often than not these outlets fail to inform the public that pro-government officials have also
had to face corruption charges themselves, a fact that discredits the notion that the Venezuelan judiciary is
engaged in selective prosecution. You can read a news articie on one such case here.

MIAMI HERALD PRESENTS VENEZUELAN OPPOSITION CLAIMS AS FACT

On Friday of last week, a piece in the Miami Herald went much further than previous news articles, by actually
presenting the opposition's claim as fact. In an article entitled "Hugo Chavez tightens control by sifercing adversaries”
reporter Tyler Bridges states that President Hugo Chavez "chased a political rival out of Venezuela on charges
of stealing public funds" in reference to Manuel Rosales' decision to take up exile in Peru rather than face
corruption charges in the Venezuelan courts. The article also accuses Chavez of jailing a "former loyal general
on corruption charges" and taking over nearly the entire budget of Caracas' new mayor, Antonio Ledezma.

Although it is not unusual for the Miami Herald to publish biased and one-sided accounts of Venezuelan current
events, this Jatest piece crosses the line of ethical journalism by directly incorporating the talking points of
sectors of the Venezuelan opposition into its news reporting.

WRITE TO THE EDITORS OF THE MIAMI HERALD

Please write to the editors of the Miami Herald to remind them that, though they may dislike the Venezuelan
government, they still have a duty to report facts as facts and opinions as opinions in order to permit their
readers to have a genuine understanding of Venezuela's complex political reality. Tell the Herald that they
should cease to present unsubstantiated claims as if they were objective facts, and should introduce more
balance and more diverse perspectives in their news reporting.

Send a concise message of no more than 200 words to: HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com and remember to
include your full name, address and daytime phone number.

Here are some points vou can raise in your letter:



- There is no evidence to back the article's assertion that President Hugo Chavez "chased a political rival out of

Venezuela on charges of stealing public funds." In fact, Manuel Rosales decided to flee the country rather than
face corruption charges in court.

- There is no evidence of irregularities or of violation of due process rights in the judicial process surrounding
the Rosales case. As early as 2004, the Comptroller's Office began an investigation on the potential misuse of
public funds by Rosales during the years 2002-2004, when he was governor of the state of Zulia. In 2007, the
Comptroller's Office asked the Attorney General's office to act, based on the results of the investigation. And in
late 2008, a public prosecutor in Zulia filed criminal charges against Rosales that held him responsible for .
-acquiring private land, filling offshore bank accounts with public money, and accepting bribes from private
companies seeking contracts with the State. Rosales was summoned to appear in court on April 20th but
instead chose to seek asylum in Peru.

- The Venezuelan opposition's argument that the country's judicial branch is controlled by President Chavez and
engaged in selective prosecution of the government's political adversaries does not stand up to scrutiny. The
crack down on corruption that has taken place in recent months has led to charges being brought against both
opposition and pro-government officials, including the ex governor Yaracuy, Carlos Giménez, and the former
mayor of Caracas, Juan Barreto. Unfortunately, much of the US press, including the Miami Herald, fails to
inform readers of the cases of indicted pro-government officials leaving readers with a skewed vision of how
the judiciary really functions in Venezuela.

- Similarly, the Herald article reports that "Security agents with guns drawn arrested former Gen. Raul Isaias
Baduel" ostensibly for being "his fiercest foe within the armed forces." Baduel was in fact arrested, in
accordance with the law, after having failed to appear in court seven times to. testify regarding the disappearance
of over $14 million during his tenure as defense minister. '

- The article asserts that "many [unnamed] analysts" are comparing Venezuela to Peru under Alberto Fujimori,
who "ran roughshod over the country's constitution, controlled most media outlets and repressed the opposition
selectively..." The Herald, however, fails to offer any real evidence that Chavez has done any of these things.

- The article states that Chavez has "near control of the airwaves" following the non-renewal of the broadcast

license of RCTV. This is a blatant falsehood given that private media broadcasters still retain control of over
70% of the airwaves.

- According to the Herald piece, Caracas police broke up a union protest "with tear gas and rubber bullets"
when in fact those measures were taken against a group of opposition protesters who tried to pass over police
barricades and take the march down an unauthorized route. The only serious injuries reported were of police
officers who were injured by rocks and glass bottles that were thrown at them.

- Most absurdly, the article suggests the government is purging public libraries of books by Arturo Uslar Pietri,
Antoine de Saint-Exupery and Alfred Hitchcock because they "write about the values of capitalism and
consumer society." None of these authors have previously been associated with any form of capitalist ideology
nor have they ever been the object of criticism from the Venezuelan government. In response to various articles
that have reported on these claims in Venezuela's private media, the National Autonomous Library Institute and
Library Services General Director, Ignacio Barreto, denounced the accusations as false and, in an open letter
written on March 31st, explained that the only books that have been removed from libraries (but not destroyed)
are those that are no longer useable due to their deteriorated state.

Click here o unsubscoribe



Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

From: : Venezuela Information Office [vio@veninfo.org]
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 1:08 PM
To: ogoumbri@lataminfo.org

VENEZUELA
INFORMATION

V10 Venezuela News and Action

COUP IN HONDURAS CONDEMNED BY VENEZUELA AND INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

Since Sunday, when a military Coup d'Etat was carried out against the democratically elected President of
Honduras, Manuel Zelaya Rosales, Venezuela and ALBA member states have called on the international
community not to recognize any other president but Zelaya and to demand his immediate and unconditional
return.

During the early morning hours of Sunday, the Honduran President was kidnapped from his home along with
other top officials including the foreign minister who was held against her will on a military base until her
release yesterday evening. Shortly after the President's forced removal, he was taken to Costa Rica where he
has outspokenly renounced the actions that led to his departure from his homeland. Unlike the accounts being
given by those who now control the country through military force, he has declared that he did not resign nor
did he ever agree to hand over power.

Yesterday, heads of the member states of ALBA met in Nicaragua with the Honduran President and released a
statement declaring, among other things, that "the member States of ALBA have decided to order our
Ambassadors to leave their posts, leaving the minimal diplomatic representation in Tegucigalpa, until the
legitimate government of President Manuel Zelaya Rosales has been reinstated. Accordingly, we will recognize
only the Honduran diplomatic representation appointed by President Zelaya in our Countries, and under no
circumstances will we accredit any personnel appointed by usurpers.”

During the meeting yesterday ALBA made it clear that they are committed to pursuing all means at their
disposal to enable Zelaya's return to the presidency. In earlier statements the regional bloc also condemned the
kidnapping of the Cuban, Venezuelan, and Nicaraguan Ambassadors who were abused before being released
You can read the full ALBA statement here.

The United Nations has come out strongly against the Coup d'Etat and has urged the illigitimate defacto
government to reinstate the democratic president immediately. President Obama and the State Department have
also condemned the power grab and stated that Washington will not recognize any government other than
Zelaya's, however they have stopped short of calling it a Coup d'Etat because doing so would imply the need for
Washington to cut off economic relations and aid that currently funds many of political parties who participated
in the illegal overthrow of the democratically elected government Sunday.

1



WHAT YOU CAN DO

Bring yourself up to date with the most recent analysis of the unfolding situation by the Latin America
Information Office (LAIO) , which the VIO is now a project of, and find out how you can contact your

members of Congress and the Obama Administration to demand President Manuel Zelaya's immediate and
unconditional return to the presidency in Honduras.

TELESUR JOURNALISTS ILLEGALLY TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BY COUP GOVERNMENT

Monday afternoon, accounts surfaced that Telesur, the only media outlet providing non-stop coverage in -

- Honduras since the éoup Sunday, had been detained by the defacto military government headed by Roberto
Micheletti. According to breaking news on Telesur, Adriana Sivori, the correspondent for the regional
television news network, was taken into custody along with her cameraman by force from their hotel rooms.
All of their identification documents were confiscated by the military and they were beaten.

Due to mounting pressure from international organizations such as the OAS and the UN, they along with three

Associated Press reporters were released hours later. However, they reported that there is currently a
crackdown on all media in Honduras.

AMBASSADOR ALVAREZ RETURNS TO HIS POST IN WASHINGTON

Last Friday Venezuelan Ambassador Bernardo Alvarez arrived back in the US capital to resume his post. His
return to the U.S. was enabled by a decision made by Caracas and Washington to annul the persona non grata
status imposed against their respective ambassadors in September of 2008. Upon his return, the Venezuelan
representative of President Hugo Chavez told the press that, "the reestablishment of ambassadors constitutes the
first step in normalizing relations, recovering the political and diplomatic relations at the ambassadorial level,
and reclaiming common ground in bilateral relations, such as in the area of energy cooperation." He also

pointed to "the historical importance of the decision of both presidents to choose the most expedient path
towards the normalization of relations."”
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What is Motivating Chavez's National

Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez on March 4 ordered the
expropriation of a Cargill rice

2l processing plant after demand-
ing that food companies produce cheaper
rice. He has also threatened to nationalize
the operations of the country's largest
food company, Empresas Polar. What is
motivating Chavez's desires to seize these
businesses? What will be the conse-
quences of Chavez's pledge to pay for
expropriations in bonds instead of cash?
How will these actions affect domestic
and international businesses currently
operating in Venezuela?

Guest Comment: Otto Reich:
"When authoritarian govern-
ments make mistakes, they often
compound them with more seri-
ous errors. For example, in 1982 the
Argentine military dictatorship attempted
to distract the people from its incompetent
and unpopular rule by invading the
British-held Falkland Islands, a popular,
nationalistic blunder. The silver lining of
that invasion was the end of military rule
after the Argentine defeat. Hugo Chavez
now provides the latest illustration of the
demagogues' art. After creating food short-
ages by forcing artificially low prices on
producers, Chavez blames the victim, the
producers. Chavez, the man who has
presided over the dismemberment of the
goose that laid the golden Venezuelan
egg—the national oil company, PDVSA—
is applying his mentor Fidel Castro's

Inside This Issue

ization Drive?

proven method of destroying a national
economy. PDVSA today is producing only
two barrels of oil for every three it generat-
ed before Chavez, and production contin-
ues to fall. The seizure of the Cargill plant
is only the latest Chavez muddle that will
further reduce Venezuela's wealth. With oil
income at a fraction of last year's, Chavez
should be encouraging private enterprise,
not strangling it. But Chavez's ideology
blinds him to the disaster that his 21st-cen-
tury socialism foretells. He only need
examine Cuban food production statistics

Continued on page 3

US Nears Completion of Plan to
Address Mexico Drug Violence

Gen. Gene Renuart, the head of the US
military's Northern Command, told mem-
bers of Congress Tuesday that US offi-
cials are nearing completion of a plan to
address Mexico's escalating drug vio-
lence. See story an page 2.

File Photo: US Defense Department.
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Military Leader: US Officials to
Unveil Plan on Mexico Drug Violence

US government officials could finish by

.this week an integrated plan to address ..

Mexico's escalating war against drug car-
tels, a top US military leader told a Senate
committee Tuesday, Reuters reported. Air
Force Gen. Gene Renuart told members

€€ The Mexican government is

taking aggressive action to win. »

— Gen. Gene Renuart

of the Senate Armed Services Committee
that officials are currently working on the
plan, in which the military, law enforce-
ment and other government agencies
would participate. "This is a whole of gov-
ernment problem and I think the best
response is an integrated approach and
we're working toward that aggressively,"
said Renuart, the head of the military's
Northern Command. "I think we'll have
good plans come out of this work this

week." Already, the US military is using

techniques to enforce border security,
including unmanned aircraft and tech-
nology that can locate tunnels. But a team
of officials from various government
agencies is working on the new initiative
to confront Mexico's war on drug traf-
fickers, Mexican President Felipe
Calderon has mobilized tens of thousands
of troops to fight traffickers. More than
7,000 people have been killed in drug-
related violence in Mexico since the
beginning of last year. Also, drug-related
violence and kidnappings have spilled
north of the border. When asked whether
the Mexican government is winning the
fight against cartels, Renuart said the
country is fighting hard. "The Mexican
government is taking aggressive action to
win," he said. "They are building momen-
tum. I would not say they are losing."

Colombia's FARC Guerrillas Free
Last Known Foreign Captive

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of

Colombia (FARC) on Tuesday freed the
last foreigner known to be held hostage by
the guerrilla group, the Associated Press
reported.. The rebels turned .over- Erik
Roland Larsson, a 69-year-old Swedish
retiree, to detectives in the northern state
of Cordoba. Larsson was released near his
ranch, from which he had been kid-
napped in May 2007. "For us, it's obvious-
ly a very happy day," said Swedish
Embassy counselor Tommy Stromberg.
Larsson, whose body was left half-para-
lyzed by an apparent stroke, was exam-
ined by doctors after his release and was
to be flown to Bogota, said Colombia's
DAS intelligence agency. The FARC had
demanded a $5 million ransom for
Larsson, but it is unclear whether it was
paid. Last month, Larsson's son, Tommy,
a resident of Sweden, said he had recently
received a video showing that his father
was alive. "Daddy is old and sick,” Tommy
Larsson said at the time. "He looks weak."
The FARC still holds captive at least 22
Colombian police officers and soldiers.

US Watching Increased Iranian
Activity in Latin America

Iran is becoming more active in Latin
America and the Caribbean and is con-
ducting activity in support of the militant
Lebanese group Hezbollah, a top US mil-
itary official said Tuesday on Capitol Hill,
Reuters reported. Navy Admiral James
Stavridis, the head of the US military's
Southern Command, told members of the
Senate Armed Services Committee that
Hezbollah is also :
involved in drug
trafficking in
Colombia. "We have
seen ... an increase in
a wide level of activ-
ity by the Iranian
government in this &
region,”  Stavridis Stavridis
said. "That is a con-

e

o File Photo: US
cern principally Department of Defense
because of the con-

nections between the government of Iran,
which is a state sponsor of terrorism, and
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Hezbollah." Stavridis said the activities of

Hezbollah, which the US State
Department considers a terrorist group,
are focused in Colombia and the tri-bor-
der area where Brazil, Argentina and
Paraguay meet. Hezbollah has denied
involvement in drug trafficking and
money laundering, and has said such
accusations amount to propaganda. US
Defense Department officials have
expressed concern about Iran's activities
in Latin America before. In January,
Defense Secretary Robert Gates told sen-
ators he was more concerned about the
Middle Eastern country's "meddling"
than he was about Russia's activities in
the region.

Company News

Argentine President Announces Plan
to Nationalize Lockheed Facility

Argentine President Cristina Fernandez
announced Tuesday that she is sending
legislation to Congress to nationalize a
Lockheed Martin airplane maintenance
facility, the Associated Press reported.
Nationalizing Lockheed Martin Aircraft
Argentina would increase industrial pro-
duction in Argentina by putting develop-
e ment of aeronautical
technology and pro-
duction under state
control, Fernandez said.
The announcement was
not a surprise as the
US-based defense con-

Fernandez tractor had preliminary
File Photo: Argentine agreenl.ents with
Govt. Argentina last year to

transfer ownership of
the company to the state. "We have an
open dialogue with the Ministry of
Defense and will work together to carry
out any required decisions to exercise the
contractual obligations related to the
transition," said Rob Gross, a spokesman
for Lockheed Martin, which is based in
Bethesda, Md. If lawmakers approve the
nationalization, Argentina will most like-
ly pay 67 million pesos ($US 18.3 million)
for the company and will allow the com-
pany's 1,050 employees to keep their jobs,
said the Defense Ministry.
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of the 20th century to see that under
'socialism,’ Cuba dropped from the top

€€ Chavez should be
encouraging private
enterprise, not strangling it. »

— Otto Reich

three Latin American per capita protein
consumers in the 1950's to the bottom
three today. Let Chavez continue to dis-
tract; there may be a silver lining in the
Venezuelan clouds."

Guest Comment:  Olivia
Burlingame Goumbri: "The
Venezuelan government has
not 'expropriated’ the Cargill
rice processing plant in question.
President Chavez's statement on March 4
was a move to do 5o, but since then noth-
ing has happened and Cargill has not
been expropriated. Therefore, the pres-
ent discussion is based on a false
assumption. The real issue here is one of
regulatory compliance. Companies oper-
ating in Venezuela, as in any other coun-
try, are expected to comply with federal
laws. The laws set forth by the Chavez
administration in consultation with vot-
ers are designed to protect the national
interest and to guarantee social justice.
Cargill's rice plant was sidestepping price
controls that keep basic foodstuffs
affordable for all Venezuelans. The Law
on Food Security and Sovereignty estab-
lished quotas for the proportion of staple
foods to be regulated. It states that 80
percent of rice must be white rice, the
variety most eaten by Venezuelans.
Cargill's plant produced no white rice,
and instead prepared another variety to
skirt regulations. Fortunately, Cargill has
said the company 'is committed to the
production of food in Venezuela that

“complies with all laws and regulations,’

.. expropriated, Cargill's sizeable assets.in-

and that it 'is respectful of the
Venezuelan government decision.' Given
that the rice plant has not in fact been

Venezuela remain unaffected. The Law
on Food Security was designed to make
food available and affordable, and boost
domestic agricultural production. The
failure of some companies to abide by
regulations that protect access to afford-
able basic foods is what motivates the
government to scrutinize the operations
of producers. Finally, 'expropriation' is a
misnomer here, because all previous
nationalizations in Venezuela have been
compensated for at market value. In the

« Companies operating in
Venezuela, as in any other
country, are expected to
comply with federal laws. »

— Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

event that Cargill's factory were bought
out by the government and paid for in
bonds, this would have little if any con-
sequence. Credit Suisse recently recom-
mended an 'overweight' position in
Venezuelan bonds, expecting Venezuelan
bonds to outperform this year. "

Guest Comment: Francisco J.
Gonzalez: "President Chavez
can be called a number of
things, including an enemy of
the US or an ideologue. In this case,
however, he is drawing on one of his
most-developed traits: that of a master
politician. At a time when the
Venezuelan economy is suffering greatly
from a severe shortfall in revenues and
his social programs are starting to show
their real economic cost, plus his govern-
ment's inability to engage the productive
agents in the country, Chavez resorted to
a few actions with high political 'punch.’

Continued on page 4
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The culprit? The US, via one of its agents.
The issue? Threatening the country's sup-
ply of food. The solution? Take them
over. Never mind that nobody knows
how the nationalized facilities will be
- managed and how, effective bureaucrats
will be in producing rice (in the case of

€€ Never mind that nobody
knows how the nationalized
facilities will be managed. »”

— Francisco J. Gonzalez

Cargill) at ridiculously low prices just to
appease a population that has become
used to governmental intervention. Sadly,
the experience in other countries as well
as in Venezuela shows that nationalized
entities very seldom deliver and usually
perform well below the standard of the
legacy private companies. Chavez's gov-
ernment has been fairly straightforward
when it comes to compensating for
nationalized entities. I don't see any rea-
son why a payment in bonds would be so
detrimental. There is, after all, a very
active market for Venezuelan paper. How
will these actions be seen outside
Venezuela? There will always be a certain
amount of skepticism. It is not as though
these efforts are something new. Many of
our clients doing business there have
been preparing for a 'Plan B.' In the
meantime, there is no need to retreat
completely from doing business in
Venezuela. There is still too much money
to be made there is certain areas. That's
why I think that even some of the (previ-
ously forced out) oil companies may be
considering going back in."

Guest Comment:  Daniel
Hellinger: "Several recent inter-
ventions by the Chavez admin-
istration into the agricultural
and forestry sectors take nationalization
into uncharted territory in Venezuela.
Earlier nationalizations were in telecon-

Copyright © 2009, Inter-American Dialogue

munications, metallurgy, etc.—with only
a couple exceptions sectors that were
state-owned in the past. The latest moves
against certain installations of Cargill and
the Mendoza family (Polar) have three
motivations that cannot be entirely sepa-
rated from one another: ideological, eco-

nomic, and. labor-related.. Bolivarian. .

labor leaders and their followers have put
pressure on the government with job
actions at several plants. Their demands
involve a mixture of direct employment
issues and allegations of violations of
Venezuelan price-control laws. Although
the president sees these measures as
socialist, 1 believe that the immediate
problem of inflation, the fall in oil prices
and the longer-term structural weakness-
es in the agriculture are more pressing.
Both Polar and Cargill are primarily
engaged in food processing and distribu-
tion in Venezuela. Cargill is heavily
engaged in financial speculation in
futures, and given recent trends in com-
modities we should not dismiss the gov-
ernment's charges of manipulation of
supply and pricing. The government
lacks the administrative capacity to run
the domestic agricultural sector. I believe
that Chavez's main goal is to put teeth
into price control mechanisms and insist
that agribusiness produce staples. This is
a legitimate goal, but at some point the
government is going to have to deal with
deeper structural issues in the economy,
whether it intends to become more
deeply involved in agriculture and food
distribution or not."

Otto Reich is a former US assistant secre-
tary of state for Western Hemisphere
affairs and is currently president of Otio
Reich Associates LLC in Washington.

Olivia Burlingame Goumbri is executive
director of the Latin America Information
Office in Washington.

Francisco J. Gonzalez is chair of the
international services group at Adorno &
Yoss LLP in Miami.

Daniel Hellinger is a professor of political
science at Webster University in St. Louis.
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Chavez, Obama opening new 'Veins'
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;! Watson/Getty
Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez {r.), hands President Barack Obama the book titied “The Open Veins of Latin America® at at the Summit of the Americas in Trinidad)and Tobago.
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Matilde Campodonico/AP

Uruguayan writer Eduardo Galeano in 2008.
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Latin Iit shines at translation awards
When Venezuelan leader Hugo Chavez handed President Obama a copy of "Open Veins of Latin America” in Spanish last Friday, many in the U.S. scrambled to find out anything about the

book.

“(The media has] done some quick homework," said Michael Yates, editorial director of the Monthly Review Press, which first published the English-language version of the classic Latin
Americanessay 36 years ago.

"If you asked people about ['Open Veins'] before, they wouldn’t have known about it."

Two days later, the book had shot to No. 2 on Amazon's best-seller list, but the initial reporting on the book was sort of amusing if not revealing. Many media outlets didn't even give the name
of the author.
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The author is of course the prolific Uruguayan Eduardo Galeano, who first published "Las Venas Abiertas de América Latina" in 1971 (Siglo XXI Editores, Mexico).

Among many Latin Americans, the tome is considered a sort of bible of anti-U.S. and European imperialism. But in the United States, it has been relegated "mostly [to] classroom use,” said
Yates.

“It's an accessible, well-written and dynamic book," he adds. "Galeano gives you such a powerful overview. It's an emotionally charged book."

In the work, subtitied "Five Centuries of the Pillage of a Continent," Galeano, now 69, summarizes the abuse of Latin America's natural resources since Columbus’ trips, blaming Western
imperialism for most of the region’s long-lasting poverty.

But to others, it's just leftist propaganda. "It is a poorly researched diatribe against everything to the right of Kart Marx," wrote one reader on Amazon. "Socialism is the cause of the problems
in Latin America today, not the solution.”

According to Galeano’s literary agent, Susan Bergholz, the author declined hundreds of interview requests that followed Chavez’s very public gift.

A spokeswoman for the Venezuelan govemment said that she believed it was "just a coincidence” that Chavez handed Obama at the Summit of the Americas a copy in Spanish of a book
easily accessible in English.

“President Chavez had not planned on giving the book to President Obama, and just happened to have the Spanish copy with him,” Megan Morrissey of the D.C.-based Venezuela
Informiation Office said via e-mail. ‘
“The gesture, | believe, was significant in that it was a reminder that history matters,” she added. “President Obama had said in speeches before that he wanted to put the past behind him in

terms of relations with other countries, and President Chavez was not alone in asserting that this is not an entirely realistic approach from the perspective of other leaders in the Americas.”

Galeano has written more than 35 books, many of them translated into several languages, including the weli-known trilogy "Memoria del Fuego” {"Memory of Fire™), published between 1982
and 1986.

A journalist and writer of both fiction and nonfiction, he lived in exile for more than a decade starting in the early '70s after being incarcerated on the heels of a military coup in Uruguay.
In the process, he gained a reputation and following.
"Writers in Europe and Latin America can gain mass audiences and respect for what they do, [but] we don't have a literary culture here,” said Yates.

The New York-based Monthly Review Press, which is affiliated with the socialist Monthly Review magazine, publishes mostly leftist titles. The press had "Open Veins" translated in 1973 by
the late Cedric Belfrage, a writer who was the founder of the defunct daily newspaper the National Guardian.

A 25th-anniversary edition of "Open Veins” with a new introduction by isabel Allende was published in 1997.

According to Yates, the book has sold well into the six figures since its publication, but the recent popularity has resulted in bigger demand than ever and new conversations with their printers.
"Chavez reflects the yearning of the masses,” Yates said, explaining the Venezuelan leader’s book choice, "of poor people in Latin America and throughout the world."
aida.bardales@gmail.eoﬁ
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8:41:31 PM  The foundation of good diplomacy is to come to real understanding

Apr 25,2009 between the engaged parties. Steeping oneself in the literature of their
respective cultures only enhances the collaboration between them | think
it was a genuine and spontaneous gesture from Pres. Chavez to Pres.
Obama. With our past leaders ignoring and disrespecting leaders of
other nations, it's a welcome and refreshing change to see our own
President listening and giving his attention to his own respective
counterparts. The reason why these world leaders is simple,
biunt-minded, ignorant racist contempt. | think | can say with confidence;
We are so tired of that malicious tradition!

£, Report Offensive Post

GHIGGS

»f 5 9/28/2009 2:11 PM



