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Morocco Notes with 
Satisfaction Adoption 
of Resolution 2351 by 

UNSC on Moroccan 
Sahara Issue 

Statement by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation 

This resolution extends the mandate 
of the MINURSO for one year, within 
the strict framework of its current 
activities, noted the statement, adding 
that the resolution converges on 
several points with the assessments 
and recommendations of the UN 
Secretary-General, contained in his 
latest report to the Security Council 
(S/2017 /307). 

The Council clearly reaffirms the 
parameters of the political process as 
defined since 2007, the ministry noted. 
This process should be guided by 
"realism and a spirit of compromise", 
take into consideration the efforts 
made by Morocco since 2006, and take 
into account the pre-eminence of the 
Moroccan autonomy initiative. 

The UN body also hails once again the 
"serious and credible" efforts that 
have led to the formulation of the 
autonomy plan, the same source 
added. 

The resolution, the statement noted, 
also reiterates the regional dimension 
of the artificial dispute over the 
Moroccan Sahara, and specifies the 
responsibility of neighboring countries, 
particularly Algeria. 



UNHCR: Syrian 
shoemaker achieves 
business success in 

Morocco 

Excerpts: 

Shoemaking is a craft handed down 
from father to son in Syria, and Diyaa 
and his family had been making 
footwear for decades when the war 
drove him from his home in the 
capital, Damascus. 

Forced to start over in exile as a 
refugee, he founded a workshop in a 
tiny street in Casablanca, Morocco's 
bustling coastal city, where he has 
settled with his wife and two children. 
He start_ed from scratch, putting in 
long hours to make sandals, clogs and 
lace-up shoes. 

... In recognition of h_is efforts as a 
refugee entrepreneur making a 
contribution to his host country, Diyaa 
wa:s awarded a prize by the Moroccan 
Association for the Support a_nd 
Promotion of Small Enterprises, known 
as AMAPPE.for sh0rt, in January 2016. 

... Diyaa and his wife, who came with 
hi_rn to Momcco from Syria, have two 
children - a four-year-old boy a_nd a 
five-year-old girl. Both go to a private 
Moroccan school in Casablanca. He 
decided not to go t_o Europe with h_is 
family because "Moroccan people are 
very hospitable and welcome Syrians 
in their country wi_th open a'rms". 
However, he would like to return to 
Syria when things improve. "There is 
no place like home," he says, with a 
sigh. 

3 

Tt:i:erefore, the Security Council joins 
the Secretary General's appeal, 
stressing that "Algeria and Mauritania 
can and should lend an important 
support for this process," the ministry 
pointed out. 

It ad_d_ed that the responsibility of 
Algeria is also confirmed ·in relation to 
the census of the populations of the 
Ti_ndouf camps. Indeed, the Council, 
and for the 6th consecutive yea_r, 
recalls the importance of the census 
arid -new this year- "insists that efforts 
should be made i_n thi_s regard." 

Morocco hopes that the other part_ies 
will actively and constructively get 
in\/olved i_n order to put an end to this 
regional dispute, a_s part of th:ese 
parameters, precisely defined by the 
Security Co.uhcil and in the light of 
their clearly identified responsibilities. 

Morocco also hopes that the 
conditions for a real revival of the 
proce_ss wifl be met, acc0rding to the 
same source. 

In this context, Morocco reiterates its 
c:bmmitment to work towards a 
definitive solution, within the 
framework of the autonomy initiative, 
the statement concluded . 
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Continue reading from UNHCR ... 
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Visit us online at www.MoroccoOnThemove.com 
On Facebook at www.facebook.com/MoroccoOnTheMove 
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