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HUNGARYINSIGHTS 
ICYMI: PM Orban and Fidesz Win Huge in 2018 Elections 

• Following this historic electoral victory, PM Viktor Orban declared, "we have 
achieved a crucial victory: we have been given - and we have created - the 
opportunity to defend Hungary." Read more here 

• On Tuesday, the Prime Minister reiterated that this election demonstrates that "the 
Hungarian people stood up in support of Hungarian Sovereignty." Read 
more here 

Subscribe here for future updates 

Please feel free to reach out to me (crilack@connien-:iack.com) directly with any questions, comments, or 

concerns on this. 

Sincerely, 

Hon. Connie Mack 
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Hungary Insights' mission is to educate about the strategic, economic, and cultural importance of the 

US.-Hungan'an relationship 

• @ 0 

This material is distributed by SU Group LLC on behalf of the Government of Hungary. Additional 

information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC. 

Copyright© 2017 SL/ Group LLC, All rights reseNed. 

Our mailing address is: 

1700 KSt. NW 

Suite 825 

Washington, DC 20006 
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We have achie~ed a crucial victory 
April 9. 201A 6:.J9 PM 

Recommend i.! I 

Late on Sunday evening Prime Minister Viktor Orban stated that "we have achieved a crucial victory: we have been given - and we have created - the 

opportu_nity to defend Hunga_ry." 

The Prime Minister and President of Fidesz, began his address with these two words: "We won." He said that the high turnout had dispelled all doubts. 

Mr. Orban declared that "l can tell you that tonight we have emerged from a great battle and we have achieved a cruci_al victory: we have been given -

and we have created - the opportunity to defend Hungary." 

Photo: Gergely Botar/kormany.hu 

gathered outside the Batna event centre. 

He stressed that "our country, Hungary, is not yet where we would 

like i_t to be; but it has set out on the path it has chosen for itself 

Together we shall follow this path." 

The Prime Minister thanked voters - and particularly those who voted 

for Fidesz-KDNP - for having stood by thei:n in recent years. 

He also thanked Hungarians beydnd the borders who h'a"ve "helped 

to defend the motherland", as well as Jarosfaw Kaczyr'lski, President 

of the Pola_nd's governing party L_aw and Justice (PiS) and Polish 

prime minister Mateusz- Morawiecki for their support. 

Mr. Orban expressed his thanks and gratitude to Fidesz volunteers 

and activists for their work, to those who '"prayed for us a_nd for me". 

a_nd to his wife, Anik6 Levai. 

In coriclusion Mr. Orban said "Thank you for all this. Soli Dea gloria!" 

Leading Fidesz and KDNP politicians then sang the '"Kossuth Song" 

and the Hungarian national anthem with the crowd whic_h had 

The Prime Minister bade fareWell with his customary exclamation: ""Go for it Hungary, go for it Hungarians!" 

(Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister/MT/) 
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The Hungarian people stood up in support of Hungarian sovereignty 
:\pd/ 11. 201S 11:201U\:f 
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At a public press conference in the Parliament Building in Budapest on Tuesday. Prime Minister Viktor Orban said that in the parliamentary election on 

Sunday "the Hungarian people stood up 1n support of Hungarian sovereignty". 

Assessing the election, the Prime Minister and President of Fidesz said that "the Hungarian people identified the most important issues: immigration and 

national sovereignty. From the election result I can conclude with absolute certainty that the Hungarian people have st_ated that they alone may decide on 

who they wish to live alongside In Hungary[ ... ] this decision is binding on us". 

Phot;-~r~ly Arvai/kormany.hu 

Hungary, he said, is '"a European na_tion which wants a strong 

Eu.rope, comprising strong Member States.·· 

According to the Prime Minister, the Government must stand up in 

support of a Europe of nations. and not a "United States of Europe··. 

In rel~tion to the Fidesz-KDNP alliance's election victory. he said that 

"support for us is clear. and we have received a strong mandate. 

Indeed, if we look back over the past thirty years, it is one of the 

strongest mandates - if not the stro_ngest". 

The Prime Minister also stated that "we will not simply continue the 

Government's work, but form a new government we do not intend to 

extend the previous term, but instead begin a new term." Every 

minister and minister of state has finished their work, he said. 

Accordingly, Mr. Orban said, significant changes and modifications 

can be expected, with the formation of a cabinet made up "mostly of 

new people and partly of new structures". Mr. Orban explained th_at at 

Tuesday morning's meeting of the Fidesz board, he had been given a mandate to begin the work of forming a government, cind had already contacted 

the KDNP to begin negotiations. "I believe there is no reason to involve any other coalition party··. he said, adding that the negotiations on formation of the 

new government could take 3-4 weeks. 

Photo: Karoly Arva~kormany:hu 

story." 

In reply to a question on whether he can name a minister who was a 

member of the previous government and will also be a member of 

the new government he said: '"Yes, t could, but I don't want to.·· 

In reply to another question, the Prime Minister said that his intention 

is for the upcoming term in govern·ment to focus on demography. 

Mr. Orban thanked those who had taken part in managing the 

election, and also the press, which "helped to ensure that every 

message was communicated to the electo_rate". 

In his assessment of the election. he said it was also a celebration for 

the people, and this Is one of the reasons why voter turnout was so 

high. Of the campaign, he said it was "energetic and intensive, and 

all its messages were communicated to the electorate", thanks to the 

modern structure of Hungarian public discourse 

In response to a question about an opposition demonstration planned 

for Sunday. Mr. Orban said: "The people have decided - end of 

In relation to a possible return to government for Central Bank Governor Gy0rgy Matolcsy, the Prime Minister said that for the moment he had only h_ad 

the opportunity to briefly ask Mr. Matolcsy how the money markets had reacted to th_e election result. The answe_r he had received on t_his was reassuring, 

http://www.kormany.hu/en/the-prime-minister/news/the-hungarian-people-stood-up--in-support-of-hungarian-sOvereignty 112 
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but nothing else was discussed. 

In relation to the cha.ractl o,f future economic policy, h.e said that he belongs to the "Mafo/csy school" of economics - the fundamental principle of which 

is that finances must be ii, order: and so one can count on further falls in government debt. 

On the subject of the "Stqp Soros" legislative package, Mr. Orban said that the bill had been submitted to Parliament priorto the election precisely to 

enable the people to come to a decision with full knowledge of these plans. He said that it seems that the electorate have indeed. backed those who 

submitted the bill. "We feel that we have a mandate to adopt the legislation", he stressed. 

Asked whether any of the opposition parties had congratu_tated h_im on the election victory. the Prime Minister said that he belongs to the school in which 

one congratulates one·s opponent after losing. He said that ··1 have been in that situation. Obviously I will experience it in the future", add_ing that, 

however, "There are other schools too." 

On the other hand, M_r. Orban reported that President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker had phoned to congratulate him, and he had 

invited Mr. Juncker to Hungary. The visit is expected to take place within a week or two. 

Asked about the possible closure of Hungarian daily Magyar Nemzet and Lanchfd Radio, the Prime Minister did not wish to comment, explaining that he 

does not involve himself with business issues. and that the future of privately-owned media will be decided by the owners. 

With respect to the opposition's relative success in Budapest. Mr. Orban said "we must work harcler in Budapest", which, as the nation's capital, "is close 

to our hearts". 

Concerning the criticism of the Hungarian parliamentary election voice·d by the OSCE, the Prime Minister simply said that in relation to the Hungarian 

election the organisation had put forward a political opinion, to which his response is 'Thank you for your comments." 

The Prime Minister was also asked whether he thoug~t Central European University wbuld continue operating in Budapest. to which he replied that the 

new cabinet has not yet discussed this issue. 

In reply to a question on the fairness of the electoral system, he pointed out that under the British system Sunday's election result would have been a 

landslide victory. He also underlined, however, that he will strive to serve the ''three-thirds majority"' of Hungarians. 

In response to a question on the possible introduction of a presidential system, the Prime·.Minister also made it clear that the view of parliamentary 

democracy as the most secure and transparent system for Hunga.ry remains valid. 

In relation to the "amends" he had mentioned in his speech on 15 March, Mr. Orban said he had not used the word "revenge'" at all. He added that 

everyone must respect the given legal frameworks. He noted that the people had decided from a political perspective, and he thanked them. 

The Prime Minister also spbke about foreign policy, and promised 

that in the future Hungarian-Bavarian and Hungarian-Polish relations 

will continue to enjoy priority attention. 

Photo: Karoly Arvai/kormany. hu 

In reply to c! q(,lestion on possible changes to the Hungarian 

government's policy in relation to Germany, Mr. Orban said: "As soon 

as we find out what Germany's policy is. 1"11 be able to answer that 

question immediately." In closing, he said that "We would like to 

continuously improve relations with every country. and this is also 

true of Germany. I was not elected by the German peOple, however, 

but by the Hungarians_." 

(MT/) 
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