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SLII 
TO: Congressman Tom Marino 

FROM: Hon. Connie Mack 

DATE: 5/8/18 

INTERNATIONAL 
GROUP 

SUBJECT: Latest Developments in Israeli-Hungarian Relations 

Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who is a_bout to start his third consecutive (fourth overall) tettll, has a 
long list of actions that aimed to protect the Hungarian Jewry, enrich aud celebrate the Jewish culture, 
and support the state oflsrael on international forums. 

Building the foundations of remembrance 

• During PM Orban's first tem, (1998-2002) the government decided to esta_blish the National 
Holocaust Memorial Day (16 April) years before the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day (27 January) was establishecj. Afterwards, the 'March of Life' was launched to 
commemorate the Holocaust, drawing tens of thousands of people every year, including 
leading politicians of Orban's government and party. 

• The first Orban goVefument also estal:>lishi,d t_he Holocaust _Memorial Center, one of the 
few institutions in the world that focuses entirely 011 Holocaust research arid education, and 
constructed a modem building organically linked to the Pava Street Synagogue, which used to 
be the second largest site for Jewish worship in Budapest. 

• Another:_important institution established by the_ first Orban goverhtnent is the House of 
Terror Museum, a unique memorial to all the victims of both bloody terror regimes that 
Hungary survived during the 20•• century. 

• Commemorating the 70th anniversary of the Hungarian Holocaust, the Orban government 
declared 2014 the Holocaust Memorial Year. 

Jewish renaissance in Hungary 

• PM Orban has made i_t c:lear on multiple occasions that as long as he heads the government 
of Hungary, there will be a zero tolerance policy '!gliinst anti-Semitism: 

o ''Everyone is familiar with the Government's position: zero tolerance against antisSemitism._ We q_/1 
know that the Hungarian Jewish community is under the Govemment's 
protection, and as long as we are responsible for law and order in this country, they can always 
rely on our protection." (2017 speech in Budapest) -

o ''We will never tolerate any kind of at1ti-Semitic approach to issues ( .. .) in 
Hungarian political lift there is a policy of ,zyro tolerance on anti-S emiti.rm. "(2017 interview with 

- Israel H!iJom) 

This material iJ dirlrilmted I!] SU Gro1lj) I.LC on be/Jaff of tht Got;tmment ofH11ngary . 
./lddiliofiai infarination is available at tht Dtpa,tmtnJ ojjNStia, Wa.rhinglon, DC 
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• 1~ PM 0, .. , <he•= P•""""=ol ,_ oC H__, ="""' m~ fooc, ;o >H2, 
rebognizing the Hungarian Jewry, just like all religious traditions and cultural minorities in the 
cduntry, as an inseparable part of the Hungarian nation. 

• 1J 2010 the National Assembly ·adopted the inclusion of the crime of Denial of the Crimes of 
The National Soci_alist and Communist Regimes into the Criminal Code committed by people 
who "publicfy def!Y or question the occ,,m,nc; or belittle the significance ef the genocides and other grave crimes 
against humanity committed f?y the National Socialist or Communist regimes". 

• The last few years saw the renaissance of Jewish religious and cultural life in Hungary. 
Budapest, home to the largest Jewish cornmunity in Central Europe, offers a wide range of 
high-quality community centers, educational institutions (ranging from kindergartens to 
the Budapest University of Jewish Studies) and cultural programs (like the government
funded annual Jewish Summer Festival), as well as kosher restaurants, butchers and bakeries. 
Major Jewish churches have their own media, and the state-owned National Public Media 
offers dedicated TV and radio programs. 

• With already over 20 synagogues, Budapest will soon see the construction of the first new 
l!)'nagogue after 85 years. Just months after PM Orban returned to power in 2010, 
Budapest's oldest synagogue was rededicated ~ the first event of its kind in Central 
Europe in 60 years, which PM Netanyahu called "the symbol of a Jewish ren_:µssance". 

e The Orban government established the Jewish Communities' Roundtable, ensuring 
continuous consultation with all Hungarian Jewish communities and organizations. 

• It was also the Orban government that raised the pensions of Holocaust survivors. 
e Since 2011, the Government of Hunguy has provided support for Hungarian Jewish 

con:µnunities in the amount of HUF 19 billion (over $70 million), with synagogues; 
cemeteries and community spaces being continuously reconstructed. 

• The Orban government also undertook the responsibility for the country to host the 2019 
European Maccabi Games, providing financing for the organizational costs and the physical 
infrastructure of the event. 

International actions and initiatives 

• In November 2012, the General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to accord Palestine 'Non
Member Observer State' status in United Nations, but Hungary abstained. 

• http:/ /www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Politics-And-Diplomacy /Hungary-says-no-to
settlement-labeling-434233 

• In November 2015 Hungary dearly a_nd vocally st_ood up for Israel and against the European 
Parliament's decision on labelling products from the West Bank and the Golan Heights. Later, 
speaking at a meeting of the Israel Council on Foreign Relations in Jerusalem, Hungarian MFA 
Peter Szijjart6 said "Hungary will not place special labels on products from the West Bank and 
the Golan Heights", characterizing the European Union's decision to affix special labels on 
such products as "irrational" as labeling these products will not contribute to a solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and could cause more problems and damage. Just a q10nth later, the 
ambassador oflsrael in Budapest published an op-ed praising I lun;,ai:y's efforts: ,,Israelis were 
listening with gratitude and recognition to the speech of MF A Peter Szijjart6, delivered during 
his visit in Jerusalem on 16th November, in which he called the EU's decision on labeling the 
products coming from the West Bank and Golan Height 'irrational'. Thank you, Hungary!" 

• In December 2017, Hungary w,is one of 35 countries that abstained on a UN General 
Assembly vote con<lemnin!' LiS President DonaldTmmp's decision to relocate the United 

This material is distn'but«i ~ SU Gro,¢ l1 £ on btha/f ef tht Go~, of l-11111.gary. 
Additional information is 1Jl1511lablt al !Ix D~nl of Justice, Wtishingltin, DC 
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Sta.tes' embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. By abstaining, Hungary Gained by 
Crc\atia, Latvia, Romania and the Czech Republic) broke the EU consensus. 

• Earlier in December" 2017, Hungary broke ranks with other EU countries to kill the idea of 
a jc\int EU declaration on the status of Jerusalem, following President Donald Trump's 
decision to move the US embassy from Tel Aviv. 

• Although it usually convenes in Jerusalem, in May 201313udapest hosted the Plenary Assembly 
of the World Jewish Congress (WJC), featuring PM Orban as a speaker. 

• In July 2017, PM Orban hosted the inaugural V4-lsrael summit in Budapest, where he 
urged the EU to improve its ties with Israel. 

Strong Israeli-Hungarian relations 

• July 2017 marked the first visit of an Israeli Prime Minister to Hungary since the fall of 
the Iron Curtain. 

o Orban declared that ,,all H11ngarian governments always are obliged to protect all our citizens" 
but during World War 2 they ''jailed to fulfil this obligation and committed not only a failure 
but a sin when they chose collaborating with the Nazis overprotecting the Jewish communi/y. I 
made it clear to PM Netanyahu that this would.never ev¢r happen again." 

o Netanyahu announced that Orban "reassured [him] in unequivocal terms [over 
the anti-Semitic concerns]", adding that "these are important words' which he 
appreciates. 

o Netanyahu also said: "Tbere is a new anti-Semitism that is expressed in anti-Zionism, that is 
t/elegitimizfng the one and on[y Jewish state. In many ways, Hungary is at the forefront of 
the states that are opposed to this and-Jewish policy, and I welcome it and express the 
appreciation of my government and the ma,;y people of Israel'' 

• After the Ambassador of Israel in Budapest criticized the government's campaign ·,an against 
George Soros's immigration policy suggestions, the Foreign Ministry of Israel, led by PM 
Netanyahu, issued a clarification to reassure the Orban government: '1n no way ivas the statement 
meant to delegitimizy criticism of George Soros, 1JJbo continuous[y undermines Israel~ democratically elected 
governments l,y funding organizations that defame the Jewish siate and seek to de,;y it the right to defend itself'' 

• During the 2018 election campaign, the governing Likud party's Foreign Affairs Director Eli 
Hazan published an. article that first appeared in the pro-government Hungarian magazine 
Figyelo, in which he argued that it is in the best interest of Hungarian Jews to help Fidesz 
and Viktor Orban win the election, and that they must reject the opposition alliance 
includingJobbik, a farcright party with an anti-Semitic track record. 

• After the April 2018 elections in Hungary, PM Netanyahu was the first foreign leader to 
cong,:atulate PM Orban on his re-elect:ion, i11viting him to visit Israel, and thanking him 
for "Hungary's support for Israel in intemadonal forums". · 

• On Israeli Independence Day, I'M Orban sent a letter to PM Netanyahu hailing the wide
ranging and successful cooperation developed by the two cou_ntries oil a bilateral and V 4-Israel 
level, assuring him that Hungary remains committed to the further reinforcement of 
political, eci:>110.fl}ic an<J cultur~I relations. He added: "Hungary is particular[y proud of its Jewish 
communi/y and of pe!JJ!le of Hungarian origin living in Israe4 who continue to constitute one of the most 
important pillars of bilateral cooperation". 

Tbis »latdial iJ di.Itriliu1ed ~ SU GroNJi l l Lon ht¥{ rif the G_rJ~rn1Jltnl oJH11ngary. 
Additional iilformtllion ir at1t1ilabl, at the Drpartrmlll of j11Jfia, Washington, DC 
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• On 25 April in response to Viktor Orb:in's letter PM Netanyahu thanked him for his enduring 
friendship with Israel and for being a close ally in the past few years. The Israeli PM praised 
the !progress made by Hungary and Israel in building bilateral relations and in the framework 
of the V 4-lsrael cooperation. Nctanyahu recalled his official ttip to Budapest last summer, 
during which he experienced the strong support that the Hungarian government has 
provided for the preservation an<i pn>sperity of the local Jewish community. 

This matmtJI if di.rtrihtlttd ~ SU Grollf! U.C, on beha!f of tht Go~rttmenl of I-lunga,y. 
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Hungary's 'March of Life' draws record crowd I The Times of Israel 

I 

1. Times of lsrael
"Hungary's March of Life" 

Hungary's 'March of Life' draws record crowd 
' ' 

25,000 people attend annual procession in commemoration of the Holocaust, part of events marking 70th 
anniversary of deportation 

ByAFP 

28 April 201-4, 9·06 am 

BUDAPEST~ Hungary's annual "March of Life" commemorating the Holocaust drew a record 25,000 people on 
Sunday as part of events marking 70 years since the start of mass deportations of Hungarian Jews in World War II. 

There was an op~n-air concert in front of the House of Terror museum in Budapest before a procession from the 
E.li_zabeth Bri(jge - where a new SC\llpture was u.nveiled - to the_ Keleti railway station. 

A t_rain then left for Au_schwitz carrying 600 people, one for every 1,000 Hungarian Shoah victims, ahead of a 
ceremony Monday at the. fonner Nazi death camp in Poland to be attended by Hungarian President Janos Ader. 

"Today is important because it is important for Hungarian society, and the international community, to remember. 
what happened 70 years ago," Israel's ambassador to Hungary llan Mor, who unveUed the sculpture together with a 

Holocaust survivor, told AFP. 

Around 600,000 Hungarian Jews perished in the Holocau_st a_fter Na_z_i Germany's invasion of Hungary on March 19, 
1944, either worked to death in labor camps or gassed. Only around 100,000 survived, mostly in Budapest. 

The 12th annual March of Life, which last year attracted 10,000 people, comes amid strained relations between 
Hungary's 120,000-strong fewish community and the right-wing government of Prime Minister Viktor Orban. 

htf,ps:/twwN. ti_mesofisrael.com/hungarys-mal'ch-of-life-drEIWS-r'ecord-CrOwd/ 1/2 
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Hung~ry•s 'March of Life' draws record crowd I The Times of Israel 

A program of events organized by the government to mark the 70th anniversary has been boycotted by Hungary's 
largest Jewisfl organisatiol)., Mazsihisz. 

The group cdmpl_ains tha_t Orban, re-elected eatiier thi~ month, has presided over a rise in antisemitism in the EU 
member stat~ and is seeking to rewrite history. 

I 
It is angered in particular by a planned Budapest monument due tp be unveiled on May 31 d_edicc1ted to "all the 

victims of the Nazi occupation of Hl,mgary" that Mazsihi_sz says minimizes the role Hungarians themselves played in 

the Holocaust. 

The far-right Jobbik pa:rty, one of whose MPs sparked outrage in 201-2 by calling in parliament for a list of Jews posing 

a "national security risk", saw its share of the vote rise to 20.5 percent in the April 6 election. 

On Sunday, Israeli President Shimon Peres warned against growing European anti-Semitism, pa_rticu_larly in Hungaty. 

"Hungary has known good times in its relations with the State oflsrael," Peres said in a video mess.ige recorded for 

the event. "But the Holocaust haS left a black sta:in on those relations to this day." 

Times of Israel staff con_tributed to this report. 

READ MORE: 

• Jewish Times • Holocaust • Hungary • Hung,1rian Jews • Jabbi:S party • Viktor 01·ban • Shaah 

https :/lwNw.timesofisrael. com/hungarys-march-of-l_ife,.draws-record-crowd/ 
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About us - Hofokauszt Emlekktizpant 

Q. 

2. Holocaust Memorial 
Center- "About Us" 

ABOUT US 

The Holocaust Memorial Center is a national institution establis_hed by the Government in 1999. In 2002, it 
decided to construct the building of the Center in Pava Street, outside of the tradition.al Jewish quarter, 

further emphasizing its national character. 

The Holocaust Memorial Center is one of the few institutions in the world, established by the state that 
focuses entirely on Holocaust research and education. 

http://hdke_.hu/en/about-<Js 
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About us - Holokauszt EmlekkOZpont . 

The visitors are welcomed into a unique space that was named as the most impressive in Buqapest, beside 
the city's panorama itself by Frank Owen Gehry, one of the leading architects in our time. The modern 
building is organically linked to the Pava Street Synagogue, an authentic venue that once used to be the 
second largest site for Jewish worship in Budapest. 

T.he Institution is a center for scientific research education and culture. It welcomes visitors with interactive 
permanent and special periodic exhibitions, experience-based museum pedagogical programs and cultural 
performances. Guided tours are available in five languages and special, thematically focused tours are 
offered regularly. A bookshop and a cozy coffee shop co.nt.ribute to a memorable visit. 

----------------------~~---------------

CONTACT 

Holocaust Memorial Center 
39 Pava St 
Budapest 

\. (+36 1) 455-3333 
B info@hdke.hu 

OPENING HOURS 

Tuesday-Sunday: 10:00- 18:00 

Ticket Office opentill p.m. 5:00 

http://hdke.hu/enlabout-us 

Kivalosagi tamisitvany 
2014 
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The hiS!Of\l of the museum- House of Terror Museum 3. House of Terror Museum-
"The History of the Museum' 

THE HlkToRY OF THE MUSEUM 

Having survived two terror regimes, it was felt that the time had come for Hungary to erect a 

fitting memorial to the victims, and at the same time to present a picture of what life was like 

for Hungarians in those times. 

In December 2000 "The Public Foundation for the Research of Central and East European 

History and Society·· purchased the building with the aim of establishing a museum in order to 

present these two bloody periods of Hungarian history. Dr. Maria Schmidt is the Director-
http:11www.terramaza.huren1museum 
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General of the House of Terror Museum, which was completed in February 2002. 

During the ye~r-long construction work, the building on 60 Andrassy Avenue was fully 
' ' 

renovated inside and out. The internal design, the final look of the museum· s exhibition and 

the external facade are the works of architect Attila F. Kovacs. The reconstruction plans for the 

House of Terror Museum were designed by architects Janos Sandor and Kalman Ujszaszy; the 

contractor was Architecton Share Co. The background music to the exhibition was composed 

by Akos Kovacs. The work with a timeless scoring for string orchestra in multiple movements 

goes well with the historical theme of the museum· s exhibition and contains special 

stereophonic mixes and sound effects. 

During the reconstruction, the building has turned into a monument; the black passepartout 

(the decoration entablature, the blade walls and the granite sidewalk) provides a frame for the 

Museum, causing it to stand out by its sharp contrast to the other buildings on Andrassy street, 

and befitting its histdric significance, focuses attention on the house itself. 

Opened on February 24th, 2002 at 5 pm, the House of Terror Museum - the only one of its kind 

- is a monument to the memory of those held captive, tortured and killed in this building. The 

Museum, while presenting the horrors in a tangible way, also intends to make people 

understand that the sacrifice for freedom was not in vain. Ultimately, the fight against the two 

cruellest systems of the 20th century ended with the victory of the forces of freedom and 

independence. 

http://wr,i,tw.ter'rOrhaia.hU/e"n/lTluseum 
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Magyar 
Memorial Year 

,fune20,201,.J,12:22PM 1 

Minister Navra9ics inaugurates Wallenberg memorial in central Budapest 
Swedish diplom·at Raciul ~llenberg a·nd other heroes that saved people embarked on brinQing hope to HUng8rianS iri a hOpeless situatitin, Hungana·n Ministe·r of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade stated on Tuesday at the inauguration of a V\Jallenberg memorial in Budapest 

Muy 22, 201~ 5.-05 PM 

Concert for the memory of the victims of the Holocaust 
Marking the 70th anniversary of the deportation of Hungarian Jews, as part of the official program s_eries within the frames of the Holocaust l'v'.l_e_morial Ye_ar declared 
by the Govemmerit of Hung·ary, Leon BotStein will conduct at the Liszt Academy on the 11th of May, 7:00 PM. 

April 29, 2014 8;,'17 AM 

Speech of President Janos Ader at the March of the Living memorial event held at the former Auschwit2-
Birkenau concentration camp 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland, 28 April 2014 

Apri_l 28, 2014 9: 06 ,tM 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Hungary paid tribute to the victims of the Holocaust 
The delegation of the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) attended the March of the Living from Ausdlwitz to Birkenau in Poland on April 28, 2014. The 

program, which was organized by the International March of the Living Foundati011, was held for the twenty-seventh time in Poland. Participants - Christians and 
Jews, adults and youth, survivors and des_cendants- came from more than fifty cquntries to commemorate the Holocaust. 

l1pl'il 28, :2w-1 s:02pA1 

Speech by Deputy Prime Minister Tibor Navracsics on Hungarian Holocaust Remembrance Day 
House of Terror Museum, 27 April 2014 

April 28, 2014 ..;.-56 PM 

The Holocaust was a tragedy of mankind, Hungarians and Jews as well 
Th_e Holoca.ust, an unheard @X~mple 9f industrially executed terror, was the tragedy of mankind, Hungarians and Jews as well', said Deputy PM libor Navracsics, 
Minister of Public Administration and J_ustice in Budapest during the commemoration o_f the Hofoca_1,1st o_rg~niz_ed at the HoL,1se of Terror Museum last Sunday. 

April 25. 2014 9:08 AM 

Hungary aims to make the Holocaust Memorial Year a success 
Deputy State Secretary Gergely Pr6hle received Douglas Davidson, Special Envoy for Holocaust Issues from the l)S Department of State, on April 24, 2014. Mr 

Pl"Ohle informed his gUest about the current Holocaust Memorial Year in Hungary. 

April 17._ 2014 8:56A.M 

Remembering child victims and teachers saving children on the Memorial Day for the Hungarian Holocaust 
Victims 
On the occasio_n of t_he Memorial Day for the Hungarian Victims of the Holocaust. a plaque was installed remembering diild victims and teachers resOJing children in 

secondary schools of Mak6 and Pees this We_dnesday . 

.4.pri/ 16, 2014 9:03 .1.i\1 

Prime Minister sent letter to the Chairman of Mazsihisz 
Prime Mi_ni_ster Viktor Qrt,Sn sent a letter to the Chainnan of the Federation of Hungarian Jewish Communities (Mazsihisz), Andras Heisfer, on the occasion of the 

Memorial Day for the Hungarian Victims of the Holocaust. The fu_ll text of the letter can b_e read below. 

Apl'il 16, 2014 -l:S:j PM 

Commemoration on the Memorial Day for the Hungarian Victims of the Holocaust 

http://holocaustmemorialyear2014.gov.hu/ 
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Hung~ri_an H_olocaus.t Memorial Yea_r 

Hungarian victims of the Holocaust were remembered by Minister of Public Ad_ministratio_n and Justice Tib:or Navracsi_cs and Zoltan Pok_omi, mayor of th_e 12th district 
of the capital in Budapest, ~t the Danube Memorial Shoes. 

I 

I 
Jamiary29, 20145:26 PM I , 
Prime Minister sends letter to address Holocaust Commemoration I . . . . 
On the occasion of the 70th anniversary Of the Holocaust the Goveninient of Hungary iS organising the Memorial Year, through the Hungarian Holocaust 2014 

Memorial Committee. Wthin the framework of this series of events, a scientific memorial meeting organised to mark lntemational Holocaust Remembrance Day is 

taking pla_ce today and Prime Minister OrbBn sent a letter to address the event 

February 11, :iu14 4:-16 PM 

Speech of H. E. Janos Lazar, Minister of State heading the Prime Minister's Office of Hungary at UNESCO 
headquarter 
H. E. JB.nos LSZBr, Minister of State heading the Prime Minister's Offici! of Hungary delivered a speech at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris on 27th January, 2014 on 

the ,.occas_i.on of the 1.ntem.ati_o_nal"Holocaust R.emembran.ce Day . 

.January 29, 2u1-4 5:03 PM 

State Secretary Retvari: Freedom rights must never be given up 
Freedom rtQhts and equality between people, and protection ensured by law must never be given up to any degree, the justice minis_try's pa_rfia_mentary state 
secretary told a commemoration marking International Holocaust Remembrance Day in Budapest On Monday. 

http://holocaustme·morialyear2014.gov.hut 
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Prime Mi~ister Viktor Orban's speech at. the closinJ event 
for the National Consultation 

There is little left for me to say: there's not much more meat on the bone. Before I start my 

speech, however, let me extend a special welcome to a few guests here. I warmly welcome Pal 

Schmitt, the President of the Republic who promulgated our constitution. We should never forget 

that the. possibility and the basis for all the measures we have implemented and all the decisions we 

have adopted - and, I woulcl say quietly, al.I the success we have achieved - were created by the 

new Constitution, which could not have been passed without Pal Schmitt. Thank you very much. I 

wish to welcome here Prime Minister Peter Boross, who is a veteran debating partner and ally - for 

me personally, also. I am grateful to him for the advice, experience and wisdom with which to this 

day he has assisted the work of our present civic, national and Christi.an Government. I also wish to 

welcome Mrs. Dalma Madi: thank you for being here with us, and also for bringing here the memory 

of President Ferenc Madi. I also wish to extend a most respectful welcome to the widow of J6zsef 

Antal!: thank you for accepting our invitation; without the .need for words, this evokes the memory 

of the first democratically elected government - which provides the present government with 

valuable sustenance on its mission. I extend a special welcome to the President of the KDNP, not 

only because he is a tried and trusted ally and a fine brother-in-arms - in our struggles, members 

of the KDNP are our brothers-in-arms - but also because I envy his continued freedom to deliver 

speeches off the cuff. I'm not allowed to do that, as it's said that every word I say i.s important -

and so even love is not what it once was. I wish to welcome our parliamentary group leader Mr. 

Lajos Kosa, who plays an important role in Hungary's political life: his job is to provide us with a 

safe background. When we face the more difficult political decisions, we can rely on him and our 

parliamentary group to back us up, as no government decision of any kind would be possible 

without our Members of Parliament. And I must also thank Minister for National Economy Mihaly 

Varga, who greatly helps us all - but especially me. Secure governance in the area of state finances 

affords us the luxury of not having to concern ourselves with that field, so t.hat we can concentrate 

on other issues of a political nature. Mihaly, we are grateful for this. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

But, of course, the rule against speaking off the cuff is there to be broken; one can cut oneself 

some slack by arguing for the need to respond to the previous speakers. This is my approach, and 

so I cannot refrain from comment on.two thoughts mentioned by Minister Varga, upon which I'd like 

to elaborate. 

The first question is whether or not the Hungarian economy is successful. Of course everyone is 

ent.it.led to thei.r own opinion on this, but those who respect the rules of common sense can surely 

give only one answer. This is not the interesting question, however: the interesting question is why, 

http://www.miniszterelnok.hu/prime-ministei'-viktor-Orban·s-speech-at-the-closing-event-for-the-national-consultation/print 
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despite the clear facts, there are those who want to tell us that we're not on the right track. This is 

a truly interesti_ng question. And I'd like to make it clear that success is not only to be judged in 

terms of what rr, Varga spoke about - namely that it can be viewed in one way or another; we 

must also ask fho benefits from thi.s success. No one can deny the improvement in the 

macroeconomic; figures mentioned by my two fellow Members of Parliament and the Minister. Yet 

the fierce criticisms are not dying down, and the only possible and reasonable explanation I see for 

this is that we're not successful in the way that others would like us to be successful: we are 

successful in our own Hungarian way. What does this mean? This means that when we are 

successful - as you have also heard the figures - the money that we generate and the performance 

we deliver benefits someone. Who receives this benefit? That is the question. We will always be in 

dispute with the global elite - the global political and economic elite - because they would like the 

Hungarian national economy to succeed in producing fine macroeconomic indicators which benefit 

them first of all, and benefit the Hungarian people only secondarily. We believe the very opposite, 

however: we want economic policy which primarily benefits the Hungarian people, and only 

secondarily benefits the global elite. Naturally, in today's open, modern world .economy no one can 

think it possible to pursue an economic policy without global capital and foreign investors, and it 

wouldn't be right for anyone to consider forcing them out. What we should talk about is how these 

elements are integrated into the total national economy: we integrate these international factors 

into our economic policy in a way that generates success which primarily benefits the Hungarian 

people, and only secondarily benefits anyone else. This is why - regardless of the inquiring 

questions within us - we have enthusiastically applauded the President of t_he United States for 

thinking precisely as we do when he says "America First". We say the same: "Hungary first, and 

then everyone else". Mihaly, aUow me to add t.h.is much to what you said. 

There's another important question I'd like to comment on, and this is the question of how many 

people are in work, and whether it's good for this many people in Hungary to be in work. Clearly 

there is an economic theory which claims that admitting guest workers into the country benefits 

competition in the labour market. I don't share this view. Naturally, once the supply of Hungarian 

workers has been exhausted, the need may arise· for workers arriving from elsewhere. But the 

importi,!nt conditi.on is th.at as long as there are Hungarians in our country who are free and 

available for work, we must not give jobs to others:,we must only give jobs to those Hungarians 

who are not in work. I not only say this because it is fair, but because if we think about a country in 

which all the work - including the hardest, most menial or worst-paid - is done by the community 

in possession of that country, the cult1.1re and atmosphere in that country is completely different 

from one which consistently looks down on certain work which its people are no longer prepared to 

do, and which hands that work down for others to do. I'm convinced that if we want Hungary to be 

a strong nation, we. must first of all provide everyone with work, and we must appreciate work of 

every kind: t_hat of the cleaner, of the unskiUed labourer, of the stock breeder. We must i,!ppreciate 

the work of every Hungarian. This is why it is right to increase the minimum wage; and as long as 

there are Hungarians without work, we have no reason to think about giving work to anyone other 

than ourselves. This is the second comment which, with your permission, Mihaly, I would like to 

append to your presentation. Now, let me see: I have also prepared a speech. 
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I wish to welcome everyone on this, the birthday of our king Saint Ladislaus. Before I start the main 

body of my spe!9ch, it is right and proper to commemorate a king who built our nation. Saint 

Ladislaus stren~thened the Hungarian state, thus protecting us against all external attacks and 

internal intriguJs, and his practice of Realpolitik among the great powers guaranteed our country's 
. . I . 

independence: ~'Stop Brussels". His actions protected the Hungarian people against destruction by 

nomadic peoples: "Stop migrants". Pursuing the course set by Saint Ladislaus hai, strengthened the 

identity of the Hungarian state and the Hungarian nation: "Stop Soros". The Hungarians have 

pursued this path for a thousand years, and today we Hungarians likewise do not want to abandon 

this path. 

But, Ladies and Gentlemen, this is not a history conference. Today we have gathered for an 

overview of our fifth national consultation; and of course, as we must now bring the consultation to 

a close, we thought that we should hold a kind of summer review of the troops, so that before they 

go their separate ways we have a reference point for continuation when they regroup in September. 

We would like to bring the political season to an orderly conclusion. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Three decades ago, the collective dream of our fledgling political community was the dismantling of 

the Iron Cu.rtain and the unification of Europe: "Communists out, Soviets out". We were guided by 

the belief that the concept of Europe proclaimed by Schuman and Adenauer could be real.ised. We 

thought that this Europe could be reali.sed with us Hungarians as a free and independent nation 

becoming one of its full and active members. Fortunately for the Hungarian people, Germany was 

led by a formidable chancellor: Helmut Kohl. As Bismarck once advised, Helmut Kohl seized the 

coattails of God as He marched past, and in so doing united Germany. He thereby made the 

European policy of "Communists out, Soviets out" an irreversible one. We helped Germany by 

letting through the East Germans and by dismantling the Iron Curtain, while Kohl opened the gates 

of Europe to the Hungarian people. For that we are grateful. The cornerstone of our political creed 

has always been~ and continues to be -European unity: the strong alliance of free and independent 

European nations. When we started the reunification of Europe in 1990 and finally accomplished it 

in 2004, we couldn't have imagined that once again in our own lifetimes the unity and future of 

Europe could come under threat. In the past few years, however, we have seen that Europe is in 

danger. Its unity is in danger, and therefore its future is also in danger. 

Today two momentous, historic issues are unsettling Europe. The first is the problem of illegal 

immigration, which we have good reason to call modern-dcly mass population movement. The 

second is about the sort of future we are moving towards: a Europe of Brussels or a Europe of the 

nations. The stakes are high, and so both of these issues are exerting tremendous pressures. We 

are in the midst of two debates, the outcomes of which, over many decades, may permanently and 

irreversibly determine Europe, the everyday lives of the European people, our own lives, the future 

of our children and - we should also begin to think about this ..:. our grandchildren. If we fail to act 

wisely, we may lose our culture, our state, our way of life arid our security, in a way that could be 

irreversible and for all time - as President Semjen has vividly explained to us. tn t.hese debates 
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everyone has an opinion, and even those who already have speakers and amplifiers shout out their 

views at the top of their voices, 

In terms of illeg~I immigration, Europe's leadership - and particularly its left wing - bombards the 

citizens of Europe with a barrage of arguments, ,md tries to dull their senses. One such argument is 

that there is no such thing as an illegal immigrant, and there is no such thing as illegal immigration: 

those who want to come here and settle down should have free and open access to Europe; the fact 

that they cross borders without permission, without documents and in violation of current laws is a 

secondary consideration. Another such argument is that, on one of the smallest continents on the 

planet, the European people have a humanitarian obligation to take in half the world, if needs be. 

The argument is that this holds true even if states neighbouring migrants' homelands - akin to 

those homelands themselves, though with enormous wealth and economic potential - refuse to let 

t.hem in, instead shepherding them towards Europe. Yet another such argument is that it would best 

serve our economic interest to use immigration as a way of managing Europe's serious demographic 

problems and the resulting shortage of labour. Those putting forward this argument don't seem to 

be bothered by the fact that the cat is now out of the bag: throughout Europe, with the exception of 

a few countries, unemployment is high - particularly among the young - and only a tiny proportion 

of the immigrants who have arrived so far have entered work. The efforts of those claiming t.hat 

solidarity demands the mandatory settling of migrants in all EU Member States according to a quota 

system - or even by creating migrant villages - are the Mount Everest of demented ideas. To top it 

all; they are now expecting cooperation from those count.ries whose opinions were never sought 

when they decided to invite migrants into Europe en masse, and when they were applauding 

themselves and their own wmpassion. 

Allow me a slight digression. I don't want to becon;ie involved in German attempts to falsify history, 

which s.eek to hold Hungary - rather than Germany - responsible for letting in migrants in 2015. 

Such attempts are being made in the German press. In the interest of historical truth, however, I'll 

tell you that at the time I thanked the German chancellor for her assistance, but pointed out that 

Hungary was able and willing to handle the situation within Hungary, in accordance with the 

Schengen Agreement. I suggest that we suspend our disputes with the Germans for three months: 

there's an election campaign over there, and we don't want to take part in it. There are some who 

want to drag us into that campaign, such as our good old friend and supporter, Comrade [Martin] 

Schulz, who as a genuine Brusselite back in the European Parliament was truly irritated by us - or, 

to be more precise, by the idea of our national independence and freedom. Now that he has 

returned to Germany, and is stumbling from failure to failure towards the complete fiasco of a 

heavy election defeat, he wants to score some points with German voters by spouting anti

Hungarian bile. That is irresponsible, and the sort of behaviour which would never be countenanced 

by a statesman - though perhaps any ambition to attain that status is not even relevant in this 

instance. We must maintain our calm, behave responsibly, and refuse to respi;>nd to provocation 

from the German left. And every evening we should say a quiet prayer for Angela Merkel's victory. 

Yes, the service of the nation sometimes requires personal sacrifices as well. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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"Multikulti" has been a spectacular failure, and now they want all the EU Member States, including 

us, to pay the price for it. The Western countries now want to see migrants who they misguidedly 

let in distributed among those countries - such as Hungary - which defended themselves and did 

not allow migrahts entry. Naturally, we understand what they are doing: in fact they, too, want to 

be rid of the mi~rants - but they don't want to admit this. They are ashamed to do so. This is why 

they have invoked a spurious demand for "solidarity". After alJ, it's more dignifiE;?cl to talk about 

solidarity - a morally noble concept - than to admit that now they would rather see migrants 

leaving their countries. Of course the voters in the affected countries are not so squeamish, openly 

declaring support for the migrant redistribution quotas on the grounds that this will result in 

migrants being taken away from their territories. This is the truth! Distribution, however, and the 

distribution of trouble is a bad approach, and is not a European approach. We recommend that 

those who no longer want migrants should not distribute them within Europe, but should transport 

them out of Europe. In this we will give them every support. This is why we support the joint 

proposal by the Ita.lia.n ancl German interior m.iniste.rs: that we should push our line of defence 

forward, all the way to Libya - indeed, all the way to Libya's southern border. Europe can rely on 

Hungary's participation in this. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

However, some sand has found its way into the gears in Brussels. Europe's leadership looks on in 

anxiety as, one by one, its madcap ideas are stalled by the resistance of the individual nation states 

makJng up t.he EU. And at this point t.he other European debate is revealing its true colours. This is 

why some have called for the establishment of a United States of Europe, and want to see 

immigration policy and every important financial and economic decision transferred to Brussels. In 

fact the supporters of a United States of Euro~e want an imperial centre from which they can 

implement their ideas without hindrance: ideas such as distribution of migrants who arrived in 

Europe illegally, a common fiscal policy and a common social policy. These aims, however, are 

opposed by those - including us - who want a Europe of the nations. We who want a Europe of the 

nations are not Eurosceptics. Although this is what the Western press write.s about us, thi.s is simply 

not true: we are Eurorealists, who do not want to build the European Union on sand, but on rock

like foundations. And there is only on= such bedrock: the reality of the European nations. Today the 

entire European Union superstructure rests on this substructure. If we move it, Brussels and the 

entire European Union will be violently shaken. This is the political truth of the Gaullists, 

acknowledged by us, their latter-day followers. No nation may be given orders on who it should live 

alongside in its own country, as that can only be a nation's sovereign decision. On this question 

national and. community sovereignty must ti!k.e priority over the interests a.nd arguments of the 

global elite. We E:urorealists think that the trouble must be dealt with at its points of origin, and 

migration must be stopped at source: instead of bringing the trouble here, help must be taken.to 

where the trouble is. We take the view that we must protect our borders and our families. This is 

what the international agreements in force demand, and, even more importantly, this is our 

elementary interest. 
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The illusion of mass integration has been shattered. No matter how good it appears on paper and in 

textbooks, the painful truth is that it doesn't work. In place of it parallel societies are emerging, 

with rising crim~, deteriorating public security, the threat of terrorism and terrorist attacks. News of 

major or minor !terrorist attacks are an almost daily occurrence in Europe now. Migrants arriving en 

masse from distant, distinct cultures are unable to integrate. The truth is that they don't respect our 

culture, they don't respect our laws, and they don't respect our way of life; instead they make room 

for their own way of life, then supress outs, and finally supplant ours with theirs. The issue of 

migrants is therefore an issue of identity as well as sovereignty. Look at the statistics. Brussels sees 

this as an issue of distribution, while we Central Europeans see it as an issue of sovereignty and 

identity. This is why we cannot come to an agreement. The dispute is becoming ever more heated, 

it is moving every further from reality and common sense, and extreme views and statements are 

gaining in strength. In our view, no one other than Europe itself may make decisions in the debates 

on Europe's future. By "Europe", we don't mean Brussels or t.he European leaders, but the 

community of European citizens: from Athens to Helsinki, and from Lisbon to Sofia. Theirs is the 

only opinion that matters. What we see instead, however, is that Europe, the motherland of 

democracy, no longer makes a habit of asking its people for their opinions. Since 2010 we have 

asked for Hungarians' opinions on our most important collective affairs. This March we launched the 

fifth national consultation, and this time we asked the people about the du.al debate I have 

mentioned. And with this, I've arrived at the beginning of the core of my address: this is the end of 

the introduction. 

As regards the essence of what I have to say, the National Consultation 011 issues related to 

Brussels was concluded on 31 May. Questionnaires were completed by 1,688,044 people, which 

easily breaks the previous record for participation. We asked six questions, each of which concerned 

Hungary's national sovereignty, with three relating to the migrant crisis and three relating to 

economic issues. The facts speak for themselves. As there was agreement on aH six questions, we 

can say that in Hungary there is almost complete consensus on the need to defend the sovereignty 

of our policy on the economy and migration from interven.tion by Brussels. In the case of all six 

questions there was overwhelming support for the need to stop Brussels on the issues of the 

migrant crisis, centralisation by stealth and the appropriation of national powers. The people 

unanimously declared that decisions on the Hungarian economy must be adopted here, by people 

they have elected and who are in turn accountable to them. They also declared that we must 

continue to have the right to decide on taxes and energy prices, and we must not surrender these 

decision-making powers to others. The Hungarian people, Ladies and Gentlemen, don't want to take 

in illegal migrants: the questionnaires show that they don't want a single one, eit.her on a 

temporary basis, or on any other basis. The Hungarian people unanimously want us to make every 

effort to protect the country against illegal immigrants. 

Another digression. I would note in parenthesis that in th.e meantime our country is punching above 

its weight in providing financial and 0th.er don.ations for the aid of Christian communities in the 

troubled regions. We are also exceeding our normal capacity by taking in foreign students from 

those countries - including a number of Muslim countries. Hundreds of students from those 

http:/~. minisztere_l_nok-.hu/prime-minister-viktor-orbans-speech-at-the-closing-event-for-the--national-consultattonlprint 

Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23 :26 PM 
6/9 



Received by NSDIFARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 
5/9/2018 miniszterelnok.hu » Prime Minister Viktor Orbiain's speech at the dosi_ng event for the National Cons1,11tation » Print 

countries are studying here in Hungary with Hungarian state scholarships, financed by you, the 

Hungarian taxpayers. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I 
' 

There is also agreement that we must not let illegal immigrants wander freely aroun~ the country, 

thereby giving them the chance to disappear from our sight, but should keep them uhder 

supervision while the authorities assess their applications. There is full agreement that the activities 

which seek to help illegal immigration - such as the popularisation of people smuggling and illegal 

immigration - must be punished. The Hungarian people cannot be deceived: they understand 

perfectly well that many foreign-funded organisations are organising, supporting and financing 

illegal immigration and, whet.her intentionally or not, are thus functioning as Trojan Horses for 

illegal immigration and ensuing terrorism. This is not only recognised in Hungary. In Italy this is 

now being discuss.ed openly, and also in other countries it is becoming increasingly difficult to 

conceal the fact that the people smugglers and the non-governmental organisations assisting illegal 

immigration constitute a collective mafia network. It is understandable that t.he Hungarian people 

want to know who supports these foreign~funded organisations, what they want to achieve, and 

what they're doing here in our country. To sum it up briefly, respondents in the National 

Consultation were effectively in full agreement that the Hungarian people don't want to hand the · 

controls over to Brussels. They don't want to surrender any more powers or competences other 

than those specified in the original treaties, in the accession documents. Hungary defends the 

current European acquis: it does not want to destroy them, it does not want to give them up, and it 

does not want to put them at risk .. As we can read on the posters: Hungary is a strong and proud 

European country, which stands by its opinion and interests. This is where we stand. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Hungarian nation is not the only one in Europe with this view. It's also part of my work to study 

pan-European surveys; these show that, while individual nations differ with regard to details, thei.r 

views on fundamental issues are the same as those of us Hungarians. European nations do not 

want any more immigrants, and they do not want migrants to change their cultures 11n.cl t.heir lives. 

European surveys show that, when it comes to migrants, people aren't concerned for their jobs ~ 

they clearly see that most migrants don't really want to work: they're concerned for their security, 

their physical safety, and the safety of their possessions. The same is true of the influence of 

Brussels. We can clearly conclude that the European nations don't want to surrender any more 

powers and competences. Some, of course, think that even more powers should be surrendered, 

but in Hungary these views only account for 25 per cent: only 25 per cent of us believe this, while 

the European average is one third. This is not insubstantial. It's a large minority, a clearly visible 

minority. This clearly indicates that, even though it's still a minority view, the programme for a 

United States of Europe enjoys substantial support in Europe: the support of one third of the 

population. This shows that the debate is keen, and is far from over. To sum up, the European 

people want a European Europe, we want the original European Union of the founding fathers, and 

not some kingdom of Brussels. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

But wherever a kingdom is being built, in the background there are always kingmak~rs. Throughout 

history the.se have usually bee.n extremely rich, powerful, influential people whose wealth also 

inflicts a sense of superiority upon them. They're usually far from being democrats, ~ecause their 
' plans for saving - or at least changing - the world often come up against the resista?ce of the 

people, who do not wish to be used as guinea pigs. In terms of intellectual progress they can hardly 

be blamed for their resistance. In the background now there is also one such determined and 

successful money man, who regards himself as a superior being. Unfortunately for U!i he happens to 
' be Hungarian, and his name is George Soros. This is unfortunate, because it could also be seen as 

an internal Hungarian dispute; but in fact we are standing waist-deep in the turbulent waters of a 

dispute about the future of Europe .. He is Hungarian, and therefore intelligent. He has a plan, and 

he doesn't even bother to hide it: he has made it public. He wants to see one million migrants 

coming from a different cultural background settled in Europe every year: by force, if needs be, and 

even against the express wishes of the European people. We must not be naive, and when it comes 

to such a financial speculator we should just ignore the humanitarian blather. If he really wanted to 

help, he would take his money to where it is needed, rather than increasing and importing the 

trouble to Europe. He works in the financial sector - in speculation - where money can only be 

made by ruining millions of people, by short-changing them. So of course there is no question of his 

being motivated by good intentions. Those in Budapest who seek to whitewash him deserve better, 

and present a sorry sight. The truth is that George Soros is a specylator who operates an extensive 

mafia network, and who is threatening Europe's peace and future. For him migration is good 

business, and it would be even better business if we stopped resisting it .. The reason he's so angry 

with Hungary - and with me personally - is that we stand in the way of his grand plan and his 

grand business project. Let's tell it how it is: this is the name of his game. 

It's also true that for a while his plans to change the world didn't bother us, they did not reach the 

stimulus threshold of state politics, and we had no objection to being under the same roof with him. 

After all, our principle is that there is room for everyone under the sun. And we would have 

remained placid for a long time more, if he had not veered onto dangerous ground: if he had not 

announced his migrant resettlement programme, if he had not started financing organisations 

transporting in migrants, and if he had not supported the mafia network of NGOs and people 

smugglers. When this happened he crossed a red line. This is no longer a matter of ideology or 

politics, but a matter of national security. And when it comes to the security of the Hungarian 

people, Hungarian families and Hungary, their security today and tomorrow, for us there can be no 

compromise: there can be no excuses, no philanthropic prattle, no liberal nonsense. There is only 

the law, power and defence. Today we must defend ourselves, with the weight of the law and the 

power of the state. And we shall. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The tragic thing about the situation is that today Soros gives EU leaders instructions on a number of 

issues, and, as you may have seen on live television, they bow down before him. It's obvious that 

the infringement procedure which Brussels has launched against Hungary, Poland and the Czech 
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Republic for refusing the mandatory resettlement quotas is the result of instructions from him. We 

should also note that our opponents have played the anti-Semitic card. We reject thi~. This debate 

has nothing to do with anyone's race or origins'. We shall not engage. in debates on such grounds. 
' ' 

To us what matters is the strength of arguments, rather than the origins of the pers9n who makes 

those arguments. Everyone is familiar with the Government's position: zero tolerance against anti" 

Semitism. We all know that the Hungarian Jewish community is under the Government's protection, 

and as long as we are responsible for law and orde.r in this country, they can always rely on our 

protection. And although it's best to leave this swampy terrain as soon as possible, we should just 

remark that the very people who accuse us of anti-Semitism are in fact those who are transporting 

anti-Semitism into Europe with migrants in contingents numbering tens of thousands. So our 

migrant policy also serves the best interests of Jewish communities in Europe, and this is so even if 

they don't openly stand up for their elementary interests, and quietly accept the unfair attacks on 

the Hungarians, who are protecting them also. It's important that you know, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

that we are not doing this for recognition or gratitude, but because the Hungarian government will 

always follow the voice of honour and humanity. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This is turning into a rather hot summer, and an even hotter autumn is ahead of us. Despite these 

difficult issues, it's important that we never lose our good humour and our optimistic outlook on life. 

We'll have to face further tough battles, particularly as the general election is fast approaching. 

Soros will do everything in his power to install a government in Hungary which dances to hi.s tune, 

which disrnantle.s the fence and opens the borders to illegal immigrants. The seriousness of the 

situation is amply demonstrated by the fact that he has even caught Jobbik in his net. After the 

National Consultation our task is to maintain our calm. Our ta.sk is to see the moral integrity of our 

policy. Our task is to remain self-confidently aware of our strength: no bombast and no 

complacency, just the simple fact that we are on the side of the Hungarian people, and the 

Hungarian people support the Government against Brussels and Soros. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who participated in the National 

Consultation for stating their opinions and standing up for Hungary's independence in the clearest 

terms. Enjoy the summer. And don't forget: we shall not let Soros have the last laugh. 

Go for it, Hungary! Go for it, Hungarians! 
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Zero tolerance on anti-Semitism 

In an interview with t_he Israeli newspaper Israel Hayom ("Israel Today"), Prime Minister Viktor 

Orban said that in Hungarian political life there is zero tolerance on anti-Semitism, and "we will 

never tolerate any kind of anti-Semitic approach to issues". 

In the interview - which appeared in an abridged version in the daily newspaper's Friday print 

edition, and in full on its website - the Prime Minister stated that both the Hungarian right and the 

Jewish community need to invest energy in laying the foundations of mutual trust, because for 

historical reasons their relationship is difficult. 

He told the newspaper that there are Members of Parliament who have made anti-Semitic gestures, 

and there are parties which have accepted these. "I cannot say that Jobbik is anti-Semitic as an 

entire party; but certain gestures, programmes, people and approaches which are clearly ant_i

Semitic are seen by them as acceptable", he stated. 

He added that he wants to make it clear that "in Hungarian political life there is a policy of zero 

tolerance on anti-Semitism". 

He said that a factor complicating _relations with the Jewish community is that, disregarding the 

facts, "the communists and the left" regularly level accusations of anti-Semitism against eveh those 

who are clearly not anti-Semitic, and "According to accusations by the left, my political community, 

the Government and I, have anti-Semitic leanings". The Prime Minister said that these accusations 

are unfair, and that "There are no facts to prove them, but they _still keep making the accusations". 

In the interview the Prime Minister said he regards Miklos Horthy, Hungary's interwar and wartime 

leader, as anti-Semitic. "I believe that a political elite which adopts laws differentiating between 

citizens in that way, based on their origins, has an anti-Semitic approach", he said. He stated that 

Horthy committed an enormous crime, but some decades earlier it_ was he who saved the country, 

and neither of these facts can be denied. 

Mr. Orban said that his relationship with Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu is based on 

mutual trust, and is something he greatly values. Their relationship goes back decades, he said, but 

the days Mr. Netanyahu spent in Eludapest this week have raised it to a new level - one which is 

more personal and which has enabled them to better understand each other's thoughts and ideas. 

The Prime Mi_nister al.so spoke about the similarities and differences arising from. the two countries' 

different situations, and described Israel's approach to moderate Arab states as a shared European 

interest which may help to reduce the danger of migration threatening Europe. 
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. I 
Speaking about the Israel's situation, the Prime Minister stressed the defence and security 

challenges which differ from those faced by Hungary, but he also mentioned the opportunities 

inherent in the stabilisation of the Middle East region. He also expressed his appreciation for the 

way in which Israel is facing the challenges of the global economy and its competitiveness in the 

field of modern technologies. 

Forras hivatkozasa: : http://www.minis~erelnok.hu/zero-tolerance-on-anti-semitism/ 

Copyright © 2016 miniszterelnok.hu. All rights reserved. 

http://vNtw.riliniszterelnok.hu/zero--tolerance-on-anti-semitism/print 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 
2/2 



Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23 :26f.t-M Ministry of Justice

The Fundamental Law of Hungary (as in force on I July 2016) 
English (ranslati_oQ h>,s_t HJ!l~nd~d on 19 May 2017 

"The Fundamental Law of 
Hungary"• 

THE FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF HUNGARY 

English translation of the consolidated version of the Fundamental Law of Hungary 
i!ICOrpOl'llting: 

the First Amendment to the Fundamental Law, 

the Second Amendment to the Fundamental Law, 

- the Third Amendment to the Fundamental Law, 

the Fourth Amendment to the Fundamental Law, 

the Fifth Amendment to the Fundamental Law, 

- the Sixth Amendment to the Fundamental Law, 

as in force on 1 July 2016 

Ministry of Justice 2017 

(contact: eu-forditas@im.gov.hu) 

Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23 :26 PM 



Received by NSD/F ARA Registratio~ Unit 05/10/2018 4:23 :26 PM 

The Fundamental Law of Hungary (as in force on I July 2016) 
English translation last amended on 19 May 2017 

TllE FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF l:IUNGARY 

(25 April 2011) 

God bless the Hungarians 

NATIONAL AVOWAL 

WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE HUNGARIAN NATION, at the beginning of the new 
millennium, with a sense of responsibility for every Hungarian, hereby proclaim the 
following: 

We are proud that our king Saint Stephen built the Hungarian State on solid ground 
and made our country a part of Christian Europe one thousand years ago. 

We are proud of our forebears who fought for the survival, freedom and independence 
of our country. 

We are proud of the outstanding intellectual achievernents of the Hungarian people. 

We. are proud that our nation has over the centuries defended Europe in a series of 
struggles and enriched Europe's common values with its talent and diligence. 

We recognise the role of Christianity in preserving nationhood. We value the various 
religious traditions of our country, 

We promise to preserve our nation's intellectual and spiritual unity, tom apart in the 
storms of the last century. 

We proclaim that the national minorities living with us form part of the Hungarian 
political community and are constituent parts of the State. 

We commit ourselves to promoting and safeguarding our heritage, our unique 
language, Hungarian culture and the languages and cultures of national minorities living in 
Hungary, along with all man-made and natural assets of the Carpathian Basin. We bear 
responsibility for our descendants and therefore we shall protect the living conditions of 
future generations by making prudent use of our material, intellectual and natural resources. 

We believe th.at our national culture is a rich contribution to the diversity of European 
. unity. 

We respect the freedom and culture of other nations, and shall strive to cooperate with 
all nations of the world. 

We hold that human existence is based on human dignity. 

We hold that individual freedom can only be complete in cooperation with others. 

We hold that the family and the nation constitute the principal framework of our 
coexistence, and that our fundamental cohesive values are loyalty, faith and love. 

We hold that the strength of a community and the honour of each person are based on 
labour and the achievement of the human mind. 
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!we hold that we have a general duty to help the vulnerable and the poor. I 
1We hold that the common goal of cit_izens i1mj the Sta.te is to achieve the highest 

possible measure of well-being, safety, order,justice and liberty. ! 
We hold that democracy is only possible where the Stat.e serves its citizehs and 

handle.s their affairs in an equitable manner, without abuse and impartially. 

We honour the achievements of our historic constitution and we honour the Holy 
Crown, which embodies the constitutional continuity of Hungary's statehood and the unity of 
the nation. 

We do not recognise the .suspension of our historic constitution due to foreign 
occupations. We deny any statute of limitations for the inhuman crimes committed against the 
Hungarian nation and its citizens under the national socialist and the communist dicllltorship. 

We do not recognise the communist constitution of 1949, since it was the basis for 
tyrannical rule; we therefore proclaim it to be invalid. 

We agree with the Members of the first free National Assembly, which proclaimed as 
its first decision that our current liberty was born of our 1956 Revolution. 

We date the restoration of our country's self-determination, lost on the nineteenth day 
of March 1944, from the second day of May 1990, when the first freely elected organ of 
popular representation was formed. We shall consider this date to be the beginning of our 
country's new democracy and constitutional order. 

We hold that after the decades of the twentieth century, which led to a state of moral 
decay, we have an abiding need for spiritual and intellectual renewal. 

We trust in a jointly-shaped future and the commitment of younger generations. We 
believe that our c.hildren and grandchildren will make Hungary great again with their talent, 
persistence and moral strength. 

Our Fundamental L.aw shall be the basis of our legal order; it shall be an alliance 
among Hungarians of the past, present and future. It is a living framework which expresses 
the nation's will and the form in which we want to live. 

We, the citizens of Hungary, are ready to found the order of our country upon the 
common endeavours of the nation. · 

FOUNDATION 

Article A) 

The name of OUR COUNTRY shall be Hungary. 

Article B) 
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(I) Hungary shall be an independent, democratic rule-of-law State. 
I 

(2) llje form of government of Hungary shall be a republic. 

(3) The source of public power shall be the people. 

(4) The power shall be exercised by the people through elected representatives or, in 
exceptional cases, directly. 

Article C) 

(I) The functioning of the Hungarian St.ate shall be based on the principle of the division of 
powers. 

(2) No one shall act with the aim of acquiring or exercising power by force, and of 
exclusively possessing it. Everyone shall have the right and obligation to resist such attempts 
in a lawful way. 

(3}The State shall have the right to use coercion in order to enforce the Fundamental Law and 
the laws. 

Article 0) 

{3earing in mind that there is one single Hungarian nation that belongs together, Hungary shall 
bear responsibility for the fate of Hungarians living beyond its borders, shal.l facilitate the 
survival and development of their communities, shall support their efforts to preserve their 
Hungarian identity, the effective use of their individual and collective rights, the 
establishment of their community self-govemmtints, and their prosperity in their native lands, 
and shall promote their cooperation with each other and with Hungary. 

Article E) 

(I) In order to enhance the liberty, well-being and security of the people of Europe, Hungary 
shall contribute to the creation of European unity. 

(2) With a view to participating in the European Union as a Member State and on the basis of 
an international treaty, Hungary may, to the extent necessary to exercise the rights and fulfil 
the obligations deriving from the Founding Treaties, exercise some of its competences set out 
in the Fundamental Law jointly with other Meinber States, through the institutions of the 
European Union. 

(3) The law of the European Union may, within the framework set out in paragraph (2), lay 
down generally binding rules of conduct. 

(4) For the authorisation to express consent to be bound by an international treaty referred to 
in paragraph (2), the votes of two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly shall be 
required. 

Article F) 
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I . 
( 1) The

1 
capital of Hungary shall be Budapest. 

(2) The territory of Hungary shall consist of the capital, counties, towns and villages. The 
capital and towns may be divided into districts. 

Article G) 

( 1) The child of a Hungarian citizen shall be a Hungarian citizen by birth. A cardinal Act may 
specify other instances of the origin or acquisition of Hungarian citizenship. 

(2) Hungary shall protect its citizens. 

(3) No one shall be deprived of Hungarian citizenship established by birth or acquired in a 
lawful manner. 

(4) The detailed rules for citizenship shall be laid down in a cardinal Act. 

Article H) 

( 1) In Hungary the official language shall be Hungarian. 

(2) Hungary shall protect the Hungarian language. 

(3) Hungary shall protect the Hungarian Sign Language as a part of the Hungarian culture. 

Article I) 

( 1) The coat of arms of Hungary shall be a vertically divided shield with a pointed base. The 
left field shall contain eight horizontal bars of red and silver. The right field shall have a red 
background and shall depict a base of three green hills with a golden crown on top of the 
higher central hill from which rises a silver patriarchal cross. The Holy Crown shall rest on 
top of the shield. 
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G) The flag of Hungary shall feature three ho.rizont.aJ bands <:>f eqlllll wi(jth coloured red, 
white ahd green from top to bottom as the symbols of strength, loyalty and hope, respectively. 

I . . . . ...... .. . . . . 
I 

(3) The national anthem of Hungary shall be the poem Himnusz by KOLCSEY Ferenc set to 
music qy ERKEL Ferenc. 

(4) The coat of arms and the flag may also be used in other historically developed forms. The 
detailed rules for the use of the coat of arms and the flag, as well as state decorations, shall be 
laid down in a cardinal Act. 

Article J) 

(I) The national holidays of Hungary shall be: 

a) the 15th day of March, in memory of the 1848-49 Revolution and War oflndependence; 

b) the 20th day of August, in memory of the foundation of the State and of King Saint 
Stephen the State Founder; 

c) the 23rd day of October, in memory of the 1956 Revolution and War oflndependence. 

(2) The official state holiday shall be the 20th day of August. 

Article K) 

The official currency of Hungary shall be the forint. 

Article L) 

(I) Hungary shall protect the institution of marriage as the union of a man and a woman 
established by voluntary decision, and the family as the basis of the survival of the nation. 
Family ties shall be based on marriage or the relationship between parents and children. 

(2) Hungary shall support the commitment to have children. 

(3) The protection of families shall be regulated by a cardinal Act. 

Article M) 
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I ... · ... 
(I) The economy of Hungary shall be based on work which creates value, and on freedom of 
enterprise. : 

(2) Hu~gary shall ensure the conditions for fair economic competition. Himgary s~all act 
againsf any abuse of a dominant position, and shall protect the rights of consumers. 

I 

Article N) 

(I) Hungary shall observe the principle of balanced, transparent and sustainable budget 
management. 

(2) The National Assembly and the Government shall have primary responsibility for the 
observance of the principle referred to in paragraph (I). 

(3) In. performing their duties, the Constitutional Court, courts, local governments and other 
state organs shall be obliged to respect the principle referred to in paragraph (I). 

Article 0) 

Everyone shall be responsible for him- or herself, and shall be obliged to contribute to the 
performance of state and community tasks according to his or her abilities and possibilities. 

Article P) 

(I) Natural resources, in particular arable land, forests and the reserves of water; biodiversity, 
in particular native plant and animal species; and cultural artefacts, shall form the common 
heritage of the nation, it shall be the obligation of the State and everyone to protect and 
maintain them, and to preserve them for future !lenerations. 

(2) The limits and conditions for acquisition of ownership and for use of arable land and 
forests that are necessary for achieving the objectives referred to in paragraph (I), as well as 
the rules concerning the organisation of integrated agricultural production and concerning 
family farms and other agricultural holdings, shall be laid down in a cardinal Act. 

Article Q) 

(I) In order to create and maintain peace and security, and to achieve the sustainable 
development of humanity, Hungary shall strive for cooperation with all the peoples and 
countries of the world. 

(2) In order to comply with its obligations under international law, Hungary shall ensure that 
Hungarian law is in conformity with international law. 

(3) Hungary shall accept the generally recognised rules of international law. Other sources of 
international law shall become part of the Hungarian legal system by promulgation in laws. 
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Article R) 

·(I) The Fundamental Law shall be the foundation of the legal system of Hungary. 

(2) The Fundamental La\\'. and the laws shall be binding on everyone. 

(3) The provisions of the Fundamental Law shall be interpreted in accordance with their 
purposes, the National Avowal contained therein and the achievements of our historic 
constitution. 

Article S) 

(I) A proposal for the adoption of a Fundamental Law or for the amendment of the 
Fundamental Law may be submitted by the President of the Republic, the Government, any 
parliamentary committee or any Member of the National Assembly. 

(2) For the adoption of a Fundamental Law or for the amendment of the Fundamental Law, 
the votes of two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly shall be required. 

(3) The Speaker of the National Assembly shall sign the adopted Fundamental Law or the 
adopted amendment of the Fundamental Law within five days and shall send it to the 
President of the Republic. The President of the Republic shall sign the Fundamental Law or 
the amendment of the Fundamental Law sent to him or her within five days of receipt and 
shall order its promulgation in the official gazette. If the President of the Republic finds that 
a:ity procedural requireme11t I.aid (jo\\'.Il i.n the Fundamental Law with respect to adoption of the 
Fundamental Law or the amendment of the Fundamental Law has not been met, he or she 
shall request the Constitutional Court to examine the issue. Should the examination by the 
Constitutional Court not establish the violation of such requirements, the President. of the 
Republic shall immediately sign the Fundamental Law or the amendment of the Fundamental 
Law, and shall order its promulgation in the official gazette. · 

( 4) The designation of the amendment of the Fundamental Law in its promulgation shall 
include the title, the serial number of the amendment and the day of promulgation. 

Article T) 

(I) Generally binding rules of conduct may be laid down in the Fundamental Law or in laws, 
adopted by an organ having legislative competence and specified in the Fundamental Law, 
which are promulgated in the official gazette. A cardinal Act may lay down different ru.les for 
the promulgation of local government decrees and of laws adopted during a special legal 
order. 

(2) Laws shall be Acts, government decrees, prime ministerial decrees, ministerial decrees, 
decrees of the Governor of the Hungarian National Bank, decrees of the. heads of independent 
regulatory organs and local government decrees .. In addition, decrees of the Nation.al Defence 
Council adopted during a state of national crisis and decrees of the President of the Republic 
adopted during a state of emergency shall also be laws. 

(3) No law shall conflict with the Fundamental Law. 
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(4) Cardinal Acts shall be Acts, the adoption and amendment of which requires the votes of 
two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly present. : · 

Article U) 

(I) The state structure based on the rule of law, established in accordance with the will of the 
nation through the first free elections hel_d in 1990, and the previous communist dictatorship 
are incompatible. The Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party and its legal predecessors and the 
other political organisations established to serve them in the spirit of communist ideology 
were criminal organisations, and their leaders shall have responsibility without statute of 
limitations for: · ' 

a) maintaining and directing an oppressive regime, violating the law and betraying the nation; 

b) thwarting with Soviet military assistance the democratic attempt built on a multi-party 
system in the years after World War II; 

c) establishing a legal order built on the exclusive exercise of power and unlawfulness, 

d) putting an end to the economy based on the freedom of property, and indebting the country; 

e) subordinating Hungary's economy, national defence, diplomacy and human resources to 
foreign interests; 

f) systematically devastating the traditional values of European civilisation; 

g) depriving citizens and certain groups of c,itizens of their fundamental human rights or 
seriously restricting s_uch rights, in particular for murdering people, deliverit;ig them to a 
foreign power, unlawfully imprisoning them, deporting them to forced Jabour camps, 
torturing them and subjecting them to inhuman treatment; arbitrarily depriving citizens of 
their assets, restricting their rights to property; totally depriving citizens of their liberties, 
subordinating the expression of political opinion and will to coercion by the State; 
discriminating against people on the grounds of origin, world view or political belief, 
impeding their advancement and success based on knowledge, diligence and talent; setting up 
and operating a secret police to unlawfully observe and influence the private lives of people; 

h) suppressing with bloodshed, in cooperation with Soviet occupying forces, the Revolution 
and War of Independence which broke out on 23 October 1956, the ensuing reign of terror 
and retaliation, and the forced flight of two hundred thousand Hungarian people from their 
n_a_tive country; 

i) all ordinary criminal offences committed for political motives aitd left uilprosecuted by the 
justice system for political motives. 

Political organisations that gained legal recognition during the democratic transition as legal 
successors of the Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party continue to share the responsibility of 
their predecessors as beneficiaries of their unlawfully accumulated assets. 

(2) With regard to paragraph (I), the operation of the communist dictatorship shall be 
realistically revealed and society's sense of justice must be ensured iii accordance with 
paragraphs (3) to (IO). 

(3) In order for the State to preserve the memory of the communist dictatorship, a Committee 
of National Memory shall operate. The Committee of National Memory shall reveal the 
operation of the communist dictatorship in. terms of power and the role of individuals and 
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organisations that held communist power, and shal.l publish the results of its activ.ity in a 
comprehensive report and other documents. 

(4) The holders of power under the communist dictatorship shall be obliged tb allow 
' statements of fact about their roles and acts related to the operation of the dictatorship, with 

. ' the exception of deliberate statements that are untrue in essence; their personal data re.lated to 
such roles and acts may be disclosed to the public. 

(5) The pensions or any 0th.er benefits provided by the St.a.le under l.aws to leaders of the 
communist dictatorship specified in an Act may be reduced to the extent specified in an Act; 
the arising revenues must be used to mitigate the injuries caused by the communist 
dictatorship and to keep alive the memory of victims as provided for by an Act. 

(6) Serious criminal offences laid down in an Act which were committed against Hungary or 
persons under the communist dictatorship in the name or in the interest of, or in agreement 
with the party-state and which were left improSecuted for political reasons by ignoring the Act 
on criminal law in force at the time of commission, shall not be considered as time-barred. 

(7) The criminal offences referred to in paragraph (6) shall become time-barred on the expiry 
of the period determined in the Act on criminal law in force at the time of commission, to be 
calculated as of the day of the entry into force of the Fundamental Law, provided that they 
would have become time-barred by I May 1990 under the Act on criminal law in force at the 
time of commission. 

(8) The criminal offences referred to in paragraph (6) shall become time-barred on the expiry 
of the period between the date of commission and I May I 990, to be calculated as of the day 
of the entry into force of the Fundamental Law, provided that they would have become time
barred between 2 May 1990 and 3 1 December 201 1 under the Act on criminal law in force at 
the time of commission and that the perpetrator was not prosecuted for the criminal offence. 

(9) No law may establish new legal grounds for compensation providing financial or any 
other pecuniary payment to individuals who were unlawfully deprived of their lives or 
freedom for political reasons and who suffered undue property damage by the State, before 2 
May 1990. 

(10) The documents, created during the communist dictatorship, ofthe communist state party, 
of civil society organisations and youth organisations established with the contribution of and 
influenced directly by the communist state party, and those of trade unions shall be the 
property of the State and must be deposited in public archives in the same way as the files of 
organs performing public duties. 

FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY 

Article I 

( 1) The inviolable 3.11d inalienable fundamental rights of MAN must be respected. It shal.l be 
the primary obligation of the State to protect these rights. 

(2) Hungary shall recognise the fundamental individual and collective rights of man. 

(3) The rules for fundamental rights and obligations shall be laid down in an Act. A 
fundamental right may only be restricted to allow the effective use of another fundamental 
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right or to protect a constitutional value, to the extent absolutely necessary, proportionate to 
the objective pursued and with full respect for the essential content of that fundamental right. 

(4) Fundamental rights and obligations which, by their nature, do not only apply to mart shall 
be guaranteed also for legal entities established by an Act. 

Article II 

Human dignity shall be inviolable. Every human being shall have the right to life and human 
dignity; the life of the foetus shaBbe protected from the moment of conception. 

Article III 

(1) No one shall be subject to torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, or held 
in servitude. Trafficking in human beings shall be prohibited. 

(2) It shall be prohibited to perform medical or scientific experiment on human beings without 
their informed and voluntary consent. 

(3) Practices aimed at eugenics and the use of the human body or its parts for financial gain, 
as well as human cloning, shall be prohibited. 

Article IV 

(1) Everyone shall have the right to liberty and security of the person. 

(2) No one shall be deprived of liberty .except for reasons specified in an Act and in 
accordance with the procedure laid down in an Act. Life imprisonment without parole may 
only be imposed for the commission of intentional and violent criminal offences. 

(3) Any person suspected of having committed a criminal offence and taken into detention 
must, as soon as possible, be released or brought before a court. The court shall be obliged to 
hear the person brought before it and s.hall without delay make a deci.sion with a written 
statement of reasons to release or to arrest that person. 

(4) Everyone whose liberty has been restricted without a well-founded reason or unlawfully 
shall have the right to compensation. 

Article V 

Everyone s.h.aB have the right to repel any unlawful attac!c against his or her person and 
property, or one that poses a direct threat to them, as provided for by an Act. 

Article VI 
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(1) Everyone shall have the right to have his or her private and family life,i home, 
communications and good reputation respected. ' 

(2) Everyone shall have the right to the protection of his or her personal data, as wen as to 
access and disseminate data of public interest. 

(3) The application of the right to the protection of personal data and to access data o(public 
interest s!iall be supervised by an independent authority established by a cardinal Act. · 

Article VII 

(I) Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right 
shall inc,Iude the freedom to choose or change one's religion or other belief, and the freedom 
of everyone to m.anifest, abstain from manifesting, practice or teach his or her religion or 
other belief through religious acts, rites or otherwise, either 1ndividually or jointly with others, 
either in public or in private life. 

(2) People sharing the same principles offaith may, for the practice oftheir religion, establish 
religious communities operating in the organisational form specified in a cardinal Act. 

(3) The State and religious communities shall operate separately. Religious communities shall 
be autonomous. 

( 4) The State and religious communities may cooperate to achieve community goals. At the 
request of a religious community, the National Assembly shall decide on such cooperation. 
The religious communities participating in such cooperation shall operate as established 
churches. The State shall provide specific privileges to established churches wijh regard to 
their participati<>n in the fulfilment of tasks that serve to achieve community goals. 

(5) The common rules relating to religious communities, as well as the conditions of 
cooperation, the established churches and the detailed rules relating to established churches, 
shall be laid down in a cardinal Act. 

Article VIII 

(1) Everyone shall have the right to peaceful assembly. 

(2) Everyone shall have the right to establish and join organisations. 

(3) Political parties may be formed and may operate freely on the basis of the right of 
association. Political parties shall participate in the formation and expression of the will of the 
people. Political parties may not exercise public power directly. 

(4) The detailed rules for the operation and management of political parties shall be laid down 
in a cardinal Act. 

(5) Trade unions and otller interest representation organisations may be formed and may 
operate freely on the basis of the right of association. 

Article IX 
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(!) Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression. 

Cn H1mgary shall recognise and protect the freedom and diversity of the press, and shall 
ensure the conditions for the free dissemination of information necessary for the formation of 
democratic public opinion. I 
(3) In the interest of the appropriate provision ofinforrnation as necessary during the electoral 
campaign period for the formation of democratic public opinion, political advertisements may 
only be published in media services free of charge, under the conditions guaranteeing equal 
opportunities, laid down in a cardinal Act 

( 4) The right to freedom of expression may not be exercised with the aim of violating the 
human dignity of othe.rs. 

(5) The right to freedom of expression may not be exercised with the aim of violating the 
dignity of the Hungarian nation or of any national, ethnic, racial or religious community. 
Persons belonging to such communities shall be entitled to enforce their claims in court 
against the expression of an opinion which violates their community, invoking the violat.ion of 
their human dignity, as provided for by an Act. 

(6) The detailed rules relating to the freedom of the press and the organ supervising media 
services, press products and the communications market shall be laid down in a cardinal Act. 

Article X 

(I) Hungary shall ensure the freedom of scientific research and artistic creation, the freedom 
of learning for the acquisition of the highest possible level of knowledge and, within the 
framework laid down in an Act, the freedom of teaching. 

(2) The State shall have no right to decide on questions of scientific truth; only scientists shall 
have the right to evaluate scientific research. 

(3) Hungary shall protect the scientific and artistic freedom of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences and the Hungarian Academy of Arts. Higher education institutions shall be 
autonomous in terms of the content and the methods of research and teachjng; their 
organisation shall be regulated by an Act. The Government shall, within the framework of an 
Act, lay down the rules governing the management of public institutes of higher education 
and shall supervise their management. 

Article XI 

(I) Every Hungarian citizen shall have the right to education. 

(2) Hungary shall ensure this right by extending and generalising public education, by 
providing free ancj compulsory primary education, free and generally accessible secondary 
education, and higher education accessible to everyone according to his or her abilities, and 
by providing financial support as provided for by an Act to those receiving education. 

(3) A.n Act may provide that financial support of higher education studies shall be subject to 
participation for a specific period in employment or to performing entrepreneurial activities 
for a specific period, regulated by Hungarian law. 
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Article XII 

(I) Everyone shall have the right to choose his or her work, and employment freely and to 
engage in entrepreneurial activities. Everyone shall be obliged to contribute to the.enrichment -
of the community through his or her work, in accordance with his or her abiliti!)S and 
potential. 

(2) Hungary shall strive to create the conditions that ensure that everyone who is able _and 
willing to work has the opportunity to do so. 

Article XIII 

(l) Everyone shall have the right to property and inheritance. Property shall entail social 
responsibility. -

(2) Property may only be expropriated exceptionally, in the public interest and in those cases 
and ways provided for by an Act, subject to full, unconditional and immediate compensation. 

Article XIV 

(1) Hungarian citizens shall not be expelled from the territory of Hungary and may return 
from abroad at any time. Foreigners staying in the territory of Hungary may only be expelled 
on the basis of a lawful decision. Collective expulsion shall be prohibited. 

(2) No one shall be expelled or extradited to a State where there is a risk that he or she would 
be sentenced to death, tortured or subjected to other inhuman treatment or punishment 

(3) HU11gary shall, upon request, grant the right to asylum to non-Hungarian citizens being 
persecuted or having a well-founded fear of persecution· in their native country or in the 
country of their habitual residence for reasons of race, nationality, membership ofa particular 
social group, religious, political belief, if they do not receive protection from their country of 
origin or from any other country. 

Article XV 

(1) Everyone shall be equal before the law. Every human being shall have legal capacity. 

(2) Hungary shall guarantee fundamental rights to everyone without disctirnination and in 
particular without discrirniflatiofl on the grounds of race, colour, sex, disability, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or any other status. 

(3) Women and men shall have equal rights. 

( 4) By means of separate measures, Hungary shall help to achieve equality of opportunity and 
social inclusion. 
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(5) By means of separate measures, Hungary shall protect families, children, women, the 
elderly and those Jiving with disabilities. · 

Article XVI 

(I) Every child shall have the right to the protection and care necessary for his or her proper 
physicaJ, mentaJ and moral development. 

(2) Parents shall have the right to choose the upbringing to be given to their cl)il(jren. 

(3) Parents shall be obliged to take care of their minor children. This obligation shall include 
the provision of schooling for their children. 

(4) Adult children shall be obliged to take care of their parents if they are in need. 

Article XVII 

(I) Employees and employers shall cooperate with each other with a view to ensuring jobs 
and the sustainability of the national economy, and to other community goals. 

(2) Employees, employers and their organisations shall have the right, as provided for by an 
Act, to negotiate with each other and conclude collective agreements, and to take collective 
action to defend their interests, including the right of workers to discontinue work. 

(3) Every employee shall have the right to working conditions which ensure respect for his or 
her health, safety and dignity. 

( 4) Every employee shall have the right to daily and weekly rest periods and to a period of 
annual paid leave. 

Article XVIII 

(I) The employment of children shall be prohibited, except iii those c.ases specified in an Act 
where there is no risk to their physical, mental or moral development. 

(Z) By means of separate measures, Hungary shall ensure the protection of young people and 
parents at work. 

Article XIX 

(I) Hungary shall strive to provide soci.al security to all of its citizens. Every Hungarian 
citizen shall be entitled to assistance in the event of maternity, illness, invalidity, disability, 
widowhood, orphanage and unemployment for reasons outside of his or her control, as 
provided for by an Act. 

(2) Hungary shall implement social security for those persons referred to in paragraph (I) and 
for others in need through a system of social institutions and measures" 
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(3) The nature and extent of social measures may be determined in an Act in accordJce with 
tbe usefulness to the community of the beneficiary's activity. I 
(4) Hungary shall contribute to ensuring a life of dignity for the elderly by maintaining a 
general state pension system based on social solidarity and by allowing for the oper~tion of 
voluntarily established social institutions. An Act may lay down the conditions for entitlement 
to state pension also with regard to the requirement for stronger protection for women. 

Article XX 

(I) Everyone shall have the right to physical and mental health. 

(2) Hungary shall promote the effective application of the right referred to in paragraph ( 1) 
through agriculture free of genetically modified organisms, by ensuring access to healthy food 
and drinking water, by organising safety at work and healthcare provision and by supporting 
sports and regular physical exercise as well as by ensuring the protection of the environment. 

Article XXI 

(I) Hungary shall recognise and endorse the right of everyone to a healthy environment. 

(2) Anyone who causes damage to the environment shall be obliged to restore it or to bear the 
costs of restoration, as provided for by an Act. 

(3) The transport of pollutant waste into the territory of Hungary for the purpose of disposal 
shall be prohibited. 

ArticleXXH 

(1) Hungary shall strive to ensure decent housing conditions and access to public services for 
everyone. 

(2) The State and local governments shall also contribute to creating decent housing 
conditions by striving to ensure accommodation for all persons without a dwelling. · 

(3) In order to protect public order, public safety, public health and cultural artefacts, an Act 
or a local government decree may, with respect to a specific part of public space, provide that 
using a public space as a habitJial dwelling shall be illegal. i 

Article XXIII 

( 1) Every adult Hungarian citizen shall have the right to vote and to be voted for in elections 
of Members of the National Assembly, of local government representatives and mayors and 
of Members of the European Parliament. 
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(2) Every adult citizen of another Member State of the European Union with residence in 
Hungary shall have the right to vote and to be voted for in elections of local government 
representatives and mayors and of Members of the European Parliament. 

1 

(3) Every adult person recognised as a refugee, immigrant or resident in Hungary shall have 
the right to vote in elections of local government representatives and mayors. 

( 4) A cardinal Act may provide that the right to vote or to be voted for, or both shall be 
subject to residenc.e in Hungary, and the eligibility to be voted for may be subject to 
additional criteria. 

(5) In elections of local government representatives and mayors, voters may vote at their place 
of residence or registered place of stay. Voters may exercise their right to vote at their place 
of residence or registered place of stay. 

(6) Tho.se disenfr!!llchised by a court for a criminal offence or limited mental capacity shall 
not have the right to vote and to be voted for. Citizens of another Member State of the 
European Uit_ion with resi<lence in Hungary shall not have the right to be voted for if they 
have been excluded from the exercise of this right in their country pursuant to the law, a court 
decision or an authority decision of their State of citizenship. 

(7) Everyone having the right to vote in elections of Members of the National Assembly shall 
have the right to participate iii national referendums. Everyone having the right to vote in 
elections of local government representatives and mayors shall have the right to participate in 
local referendums. 

(8) Every Hungarian citizen shall have the right to hold public office according to his or her 
aptitude, qualifications and professional competence. Public offices that may not be held by 
members or officials of political parties shall be specified in an Act. 

Article XXIV 

(1) Everyone shall have the right to have his or her affairs handled impartially, fairly and 
within a reasonable time by the authorities. Authorities shall be obliged to state the reasons 
for their decisions, as provided for by an Act. 

(2) Everyone shall have the right to compensation for any damage unlawfully caused to him 
or her by the authorities in the performance of their duties, as provided for by an Act. 

ArticleXXV 

Everyone shall have the right to submit, either individually or jointly with others, written 
applications, complaints or proposals to any organ exercising public power. 

Article XXVI 

The State shall strive to use the latest technical solutions and the achievements of science to 
make its operation efficient, raise the standard of public services, improve the transparency of 
public affairs and promote equality of opportunity. 
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Article XXVII 

,. 

I 

(I) Everyone staying lawfully in the territory of Hungary shall have the right to movl freely 
and to choose his or her place of stay freely. · 

(2) Every Hungarian citizen shall have the right to enjoy the protection of Hungary during his 
or her stay abroad. ' 

Article XXVIII · 

(1) Everyone sha.1.1 have the right to have any charge against him or her, or his or her rights 
and obligations in any litigation, adjudicated within a reasonable time in a fair and public trial 
by an independent and impartial court established by an Act. 

(2) No one shall be considered guilty until his or her criminal liability has been established by 
the final decision of a court. 

(3) Persons subject to criminal proceedings shall have the right to defence at all stages of the 
procedure. Defence cmm.sels shall not be held liable for their opinion expressed, while 
providing legal defence. 

(4) No one shall be held guilty of or be punished for an act which, at the time when: it was 
committed, did not constitute a criminal offence under Hungarian law or, within the, scope 
specified in an international treaty and a legal act of the European Union, under the law of 
another State. 

(5) Paragraph (4) shall not prejudice the prosecution and conviction of any person for l!IlY act 
which, at the time when it was committed, was a criminal offence according to the generally 
recognised rules of international law. 

(6) With the exception of extraordinary cases of legal remedy laid down in an Act, no one 
shall be prosecuted or convicted for a criminal offence for which he or she has already been 
finally acquitted or convicted in Hungary or, within the scope specified in an international 
treaty and a legal act of the European Union, in another State, as provided for by an Act1 
(7) Everyone shall have the right to seek legal remedy against any court, authority o~ other 
administrative decision which violates his or her rights or legitimate interests. 

Article XXIX 

(I) National minorities living in Hungary shall be constituent parts of the State. Every 
Hungarian citizen belonging to a national minority shall have the right to freely express and 
preserve his or her identity. National minorities living in Hungary shall have the right to use 
their mother tongue, to use names in their own languages individually and collectively, to 
nurture their own cultures, and to receive education in their mother tongues. 

(2) National minorities living in Hungary shall have the right to establish their self
government at both local and national level. 
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(3) The detailed rules relating to the rights of n.ational minorities living in Hung~, the 
national minorities, the requirements for recognition as a national minority, and the rules for 
the election of the self-governments of national minorities at local and national level shall be 
laid down in a cardinal Act. A cardinal Act may provide that recognition as a national 
minority shall be subject to a certain length of time of presence and to the initiative of a 
certain number of persons declaring to be members of the national minority concemed.J 

ArticleXXX 

I 
: 

(I) Everyone shall contribute to covering common needs according to his or her capabilities 
and to his or her participation in the economy. 

(2) For persons raising children, the extent of their contribution to covering common needs 
must be determined while taking the costs ofraising children into consideration. 

Article XXXI 

(I) All Hungarian citizens shall be obliged to defend the country. 

(2) Hungary shall maintain a volunteer reserve system for national defence purposes. 

(3) During a state of national crisis, or if the National Assembly decides so in a state of 
preventive defence, adult male Hungarian citizens with residence i.n Hungary shall p~rform 
military service. If military service involving the use of arms cannot be reconciled w,ith the 
conscientious belief of the person obliged to perform military service, he shall p¢rform 
unarmed service. The forms and detailed rules of the performance of military service shall be 
laid down in a cardinal Act. 

(4) For the duration of a state of national crisis, adult Hungarian citizens with residdnce in 
Hungary may be ordered to perform work for national defence purposes, as provided for by a 
cardinal Act. 

(5) For adult Hungarian citizens with residence in Hungary, a civil defence obligation triay be 
prescribed in the interest of performing national defence and disaster management tasks) as 
provided for by a cardinal Act. i 
( 6) In the interest of performing national defence and disaster management tasks, ev~ryone 
may be ordered to provide economic and material services, as provided for by a cardinal Act. 

THE STATE 

The National Assembly 

Article 1 

(I) HUNGARY's supreme organ of popular representation shall be the National Assembly. 
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(2) The Nation.al Assembly: 

a) shall adopt and amend the Fundamental L,aw of Hungary; 

b) shall adopt Acts; 

c) shall adopt the central budget and approve its implementation; 

d) shall authorise the expression of consent to be bound by international treaties falling within 
its functions and powers; 

e) shall elect the President of the Republic, the members and the President of the. 
Constitutional Court, the President of the Curia, the President of the National Office for the 
Judiciary, the Prosecutor General, the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights and his or her 
deputies, and the President of the State Audit Office; 

f) shall elect the Prime Minister and decide on questions of confidence relate<J to the 
Govent111ent; 

g) shall dissolve representative bodies, the operation of which is in conflict with the 
Fundamental Law; 

h) shall decide to declare a state of war and to make peace; 

i) shall make decisions concerning a special legal order or related to participation in military 
operations; 

j) shall grant amnesty; 

k) shall exercise further functions and powers laid down in the Fundamental Law or in an Act. 

Article 2 

(I) Members of the National Assembly shall be elected by universal and equal suffrage in a 
direct and secret ballot, in elections which guarantee the free expression of the will of the 
voters, in the manner laid down in a cardinal Act. 

(2) The participation of national minorities living in Hungary in the work of the National 
Assembly shall be regulated by a cardinal Ac~. 

(3) The general elections of the Members of the National Assembly shall be held in the month 
of April or May of the fourth year following the election of the previous National Assembly, 
except for elections held due to the National Assembly dissolving itself or to it being 
dissolved. 

Article 3 

(1) The mandate of the National Assembly shall commence with its constitutive sitting and 
shall last until the constitutive sitting of the next National Assembly. The constitutive sitting 
shall be convened by the President of the Republic within thirty days of the date of the 
elections. 

(2) The National Assembly may declare its own dissolution. 
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(3) The President of the Republic, while simultaneously setting a date for new elections, may 
dissolve the National Assembly if: 

a) the National Assembly, when the mandate of the Government terminates, fails to elect the 
person proposed for Prime Minister by the President of the Republic within forty days of the 
presentation of the first proposal, or 

b) the National Assembly fails to adopt the central budget for the year in question by 31 
March. 

I 
I 

(4) Before dissolving the National Assembly, the President of the Republic shall be obliged to 
seek the opinion of the Prime Minister, the Speaker of the National Assembly, and the l~ers 
of the parliamentary groups. 

(5) The President of the Republic may exercise his or her right set out in paragraph (3)a) until 
lite National Assembly elects the Prime Minister. The President of the Republic may exercise 
his or her right set out in paragraph (3)b) until the National Assembly adop~ the central 
budget. 

(6) The new National Assembly shall be elected within ninety days of the Nation.al Assembly 
dissolving itself or of it being dissolved. 

Article 4 

(I) Members of the National Assembly shall have equal rights and obligations; they shall 
perform their activities in the public interest, and they shall not be given instructions in that 
respect. 

(2) Members of the National Assembly shall be ent.itled to immunity and to remuneration 
ensuring their independence. A cardinal Act shall specify the public offices which may not be 
held by Members of the National Assembly, and may lay down other cases of incompatibility 
or conflict of interest. 

(3) The mandate of a Member of the National Assembly shall terminate: 

a) upon the termination of the mandate of the National Assembly; 

b) upon his or her death; 

c) upon the declaration of incompatibility or a conflict of interest; 

d) upon his or her resignation; 

e) if the conditions required for his or her election no longer exist; 

t) ifhe or she has failed to participate in the National Assembly's work for one year. 

( 4) The National Assembly shall decide, with the votes of two thirds of the Members of the 
National Assembly present, on the establishment of the absence of the conditions required for 
the election of a Member of the National Assembly, on the declaration of incompatibility or a 
conflict of interest, as well as on the establishment of a Member of the National Assembly's 
failure to participate in the National Assembly's work for one year. 

(5) The detailed rules relating to the legal status and the remuneration of Members of the 
National Assembly shall be laid down in a cardinal Act. 
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Article 5 

I 
(1) The sittings of the National Assembly shall be public. At the request of the Goveminent or 
of any Member of the National Assembly, and with the votes of two thirds of the Men\bers of 
the National Assembly, the National Assembly may decide to hold a sitting in camera.' 

(2) The National Assembly shall elect the Speaker of the National Assembly, Deputy 
Speakers and parliamentary notaries from among its members. : 

(3) The Nati.onal Assembly shall establish standing committees consisting of Members of the 
National Assembly. 

(4) In order to coordinate their activities, Members of the National Assembly may establish 
parliamentary groups in accordance with the conditions laid down in the provisions' of the 

' ' Rules of Procedure. , 

(5) The National Assembly shall have a quorum if more than half of its Members are present 
at the sitting. 

(6) Unless otherwise provided in the Fundamental Law, the National Assembly shall make its 
decisions with the votes of more than half of the Members of the National Assembly present. 
The provisions of the Rules of Procedure may provide that a qualified majority shall be 

' required for certain decisions to be taken. 1 

(7) The National Assembly shall establish the rules of its operation and the order of its 
debates in the provisions of the Rules of Procedure adoptecl with the votes of two thirds of the 
Members of the National Assembly present. In order to ensure undisturbed operation of the 
National Assembly and to preserve its dignity, the Speaker of the National Assembly shall 
exercise policing and disciplinary powers laid down in the provisions of the Rilles of 
Procedure. 

(8) The provisions ensuring regular sittings of the National Assembly shall be laid doWn in a 
cardinal Act. 

(9) The security of the National Assembly shall be provided by a Parliamentary Guard. The 
Parliamentary Guard shall operate under the authority of the Speaker of the National 
Assembly. 

Article 6 

(1) The President of the Republic, the Government, any parliamentary committee or any 
Member of the National Assembly may initiate Acts. 

(2) The National Assembly may, upon the motion submitted before the final vote by the 
initiator of the Act, by the Goveminent or by the Speaker of the National Assembly, send the 
adopted Act to the Constitutional Court for examination of its conformity with the 
Fundamental Law. The National Assembly shall decide on the motion after the final vote. If 
the motion is adopted, the Speaker of the National Assembly shall send the adopted Act to the 
Constitutional Court without delay for examination of its conformity with the Fundamental 
Law. 

(3) The Speaker of the National Assembly shall sigl). th.e adopted Act within five days and 
send it to the President of the Republic. The President of the Republic shall sign the Act sent 
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to himl or her within five days and order its promulgation_. If the Nationa_l Assembly tjas sent 
the Act to the Constitutional Court for examination of its conformity with the Fundamental 
Law ubder paragraph (2), the Speaker of the National Assembly may only sign and sehd it to 
the President of the Republic if the Constitutional Court has not found any conflict Jith the 

I 

Fundamental Law. 

( 4) If the President of the Republic considers the Act or any of its provisions to be in conflict 
with the Fundamental Law and no exa.mination u_nder paragraph (2) has been conducted, he or 
she shall send the Act to the Constitutional Court for examination of its conformity with the 
Fundamental Law. 

(5) If the President of the Republic disagrees with the Act or any of its provisions and has not 
exercised his or her right under paragraph (4) then, prior to signing the Act, he or she may 
return it once, along with his or her comments, to the National Assembly for reconsideration. 
The National Assembly shall hold a new debat.e oil the Act and decide on it_s adoption again. 
The President of the Republic may also exercise this right if no conflict with the Fundamental 
Law has been established by the Constitutional Court during the examination conducted under 
the National Assembly's decision. 

(6) The Constitutional Court shall decide on the motion under paragraph (2) or (4) as a 
priority but within no more than thirty days. If the Constitutional Court establishes a conflict 
with the Fundamental Law, the National Assembly shall hold a rtew debate on the Act in 
order to eliminate the conflict. 

(7) If the Constitutional Court does not establish any conflict with the Fundamental Law in 
the examination initiated by the President of the Republic, the President of the Republic shall 
sign the Act without delay and shall order its promulgation. · 

(8) The Constitutional Court may be requested to conduct another examination, under 
paragraph (2) or (4), of the conformity with the Fundamental Law of the Act debated and 
adopted by the National Assembly in accordance with paragraph (6). The Constitutional Court 
shall decide on the repeated motion as a priority but within no more than ten days. 

(9) If the National Assembly amends the Act returned due to the disagreement of the 
President of the Republic, the examination of its conformity with the Fundamental Law under 
paragraph (2) and (4) may be requested only i_n relation to the amended provisions or on the 
grounds of failure to meet the procedural requirements laid down in the Fundamental Law for 
making such an Act. If the National Assembly adopts the Act returned due to the 
disagreement of the President of the Republic with the text unamended, the President of the 
Republic may request the examination of its conformity with the Fundamental Law on the 
grounds of failure to meet the procedural requirements laid down in the Fundamental Law for 
the making of that Act. 

Article 7 

(1) Members of the National Assembly may address questions to the Commissioner for 
Fundamental Rights, the President of the State Audit Office, the Prosecutor General or the 
Governor of the Hungarian National Bank on any matter within their functions. 

(2) Members of the National Assembly may .address interpellations or questions to the 
Government or any of its members about any matter within their functions. 
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' ' - -- ---- - - - I 

(3) THe inquiry activities of parliamentary committees and the obligation to appearl before 
such ct>mmittees shall be regulated by a cardinal Act ' 

I 
National referendums 

Article 8 

(1) The National Assembly shall order a national referendum at the initiative of at least two 
hundred thousand voters. The National Assembly may order a national referendum at the 
initiative of the President of the Republic, the Government or one hundred thousand voters. 
The decision made on a valid and conclusive referendum shall be binding on the National 
Assembly. 

(:\) Nationa_l referendums may be held about any matter falling within the functions and 
powers of the National Assembly. 

(3) No national referendum may be held on: 

a) any matter aimed at the amendment of the Fundamental Law; 

b) the content of the Acts on the central budget, the implementation of the central budget, 
central taxes, duties, contributions, customs duties or the central conditions for local taxes; 

c) the content of the Acts on the elections of Members of the National Assembly, local 
government representatives and mayors or Members of the European Parliament; ' 

d) any obligation arising from international treaties; 

e) person- and organisation-related matters falling within the competence of the National 
Assembly; - ' 

f) the d,issolution of the National Assembly; 

g) the dissolution of a representative body; 

h) the , declaration of a state of war, state of national crisis and state of emergency; 
furtherinore, on the declaration and extension of a state of preventive defence; 

! 
i) any matter related to participation in military operations; -

j) the granting of amnesty_ 

( 4) A n_ational referendum shall be valid if more than ha.If of all voters have cast valid votes, 
and it shall be conclusive if more than half of those voting validly have given the same answer 
to the question asked. 

The President of the Republic 

Article 9 
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I 
(I) The Head of State of Hungary shall be the President of the Republic, who shall embody 
the unity of the nation and be the guardian of the democratic functioning of tile state 
organisation. . I 
(2) The President of the Republic.shall be the Commander in Chief of the Hungarian rfence 
Forces. 

(3) The President of the Republic: 
I 

a) shall represent Hungary; ! 
b) may attend and address the sittings of the National Assembly; ! 

' 

c) may initiate Acts; I 

d) may initiate national referendwns; 

e) shall set the date for general elections of Members of the National Assembl;, local 
government representatives and mayors, as well as for European Parliament electidns 8.l]d 
national referendums; 

I) shall make decisions concerning a special legal order; 

g) shall convene the constitutive sitting of the National Assembly; 

h) may dissolve the National Assembly; 

i) may send the adopted Fundamental Law or the amendment of the Fundamental Law to the 
Constitutional Court for an examination of its conformity with the procedural requirements 
laid down in the Fundamental L,aw with respect to its adoption, and may send adopted i\cts to 
the Constitutional Court for an examination of their conformity with the Fundamental Law or 
may return them to the National Assembly for reconsi<leration; ! 

j) shall propose persons for the offices of the Prime Minister, the President of the Cu~ia, the 
President of the National Office for the Judiciary, the Prosecutor General arid the 

. ' 
Commissioner for Fundamental. Rights; I 

k) shall appoint professional judges and the President of the Fiscal Council; 

1) shall confirm the President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the President of the 
Hungarian Academy of Arts in his or her office; 

m) shall form the organisation of his or her office. 

(4) The President of the Republic: 

a) shall, on the basis of authorisation by the National Assembly, express consent to be 1bound 
by i.ntemational treaties; ; 

' b) shall accredit and receive ambassadors and envoys; . I 
c) shall appoint ministers, the Governor and Deputy Governors of the Hungarian National 
Bank, the heads of i11depen<lent regulatory organs and university professors; 1 

d) shall assign university rectors; 

e) shall appoint and promote generals; 
i 

I) shall award decorations, prizes and titles specified in an Act, and authorise the use of 
foreign state decorations; · I 

g) shall exercise the right to grant individual pardons; 
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h) shall decide on matters of territorial organisation falling within his or her functio s and 
pow~ts; 

i) shall decide on matters related to the acquisition or termination of citizenship; 

j) shall decide on all matters within the powers conferred on him or her by an Act. 

(5) The counter-signature of a Member of the Government shall be required for all actio, sand 
decisions of the President of the Republic under paragraph (4). An Act may provide that no 
counter-signature shall be required for decisions made within the powers conferred ?n the 
President of the Republic by an Act. . j 

(6) The President of the Republic shall refuse to act in accordance with the provisions ~et out 
in paragraphs ( 4 )b) to e) if the conditions required by the law are not met or if he or she has 
well-founded reasons to conclude that it would lead to a serious disorder in the demc\cratic 
functioning of the state organisation. . . f 

(7) The President of the Republic shall refuse to act in accordance with the provisions et out 
in paragraph (4)f) ifit would violate the values enshrined in the Fundamental Law. 

Article 10 

(I) The President of the Republic shall be elected for five years by the National Assemb y. 

(2) Any Hungarian citizen who has reac.hed the age of thirty-five years may be dlected 
President of the Republic. 

(3) The President of the Republic may be re-electe<! only once. 

I 

I 
Article 11 

I 
(I) The President of the Republic shall be elected no sooner than sixty but no later than thirty 
days before the expiry of the mandate of the previous President of the Republic, or, i~ his or 
her mandate terminated prematurely, within thirty days of the termination. The date for the 
election of the President of the Republic shall be set by the Speaker of the National Assembly. 
The National Assembly shall elect the President of the Republic by secret ballot. I 

. (2) The election of the President of the Republic shall be preceded by nomination. For a 
. nomination to be valid, the written recommendation ofat least one fifth of the Membersiofthe 

National Assembly shall be required. Nominations shall be submitted to the Speaker ;of the 
National Assembly before the vote is ordered. Every Member of the National Assembly may 
recommend one candidate. If a Member of the National Assembly recommends more than 
one candidate, all recommendations of that Member shall be invalid. I 
(3) The President of the Republic elected in the first round of voting shall be the cartdidate 
who receives the votes of two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly. I 
(4) If the first round of voting i.s inconclusive, a second round shall be held. In the second 
round of voting, votes may be cast for th.e two c@di<lates receiving the highest and ~econd 
highest numbers of votes in the first round. In the event of a tie for first place in the first' round 
of voting, votes may be cast for those candidates who have received the highest number of 
votes. In the event of a tie only for second place in the first round of voting, votes may \Je cast 

26 

Received byNSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 



' Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 

The Fundainental Law of Hungary (as in force on I July 2016) 
English translation last amended on 19 May 2017 

for those. candidates who have received the highest and second highest numbers of vot s. The 
President of the Republic elected in th«:' ~ero,nd ~ound of voting sh_all be the_candidate!who -
regardless of the number of those part1c1patmg m the vote - receives the highest nmvber of 
valid votes. Should the second round of voting also be inconclusive, a new election shal.l be 
held on the basis of repeated nomination. I 
(5) The voting procedure shall be completed within no more than two consecutive days. 

(6) The President-elect of the Republic shall take office upon the expiry of the mandatJ of the 
previous President of the Republic or, if h.is or her mandate terminated prematurely, ion the 
eighth day after the announcement of the result of the election; prior to taking office, the 
President-elect of the Republic shall tl!ke an oath before the National Assembly. I 

Article 12 

(I) The person of the President of the Republic shall be inviolable. 

(2) The office of the President of the Republic shall be incompatible with any other state, 
social, economic or political office or assignment. The President of the Republic rttay not 
pursue any other gainful occupation, and may not receive remuneration for any other ~ivity, 
except for activities falling under copyright protection. 

(3) The mandate of the President of the Republic shall terminate: 

a) upon the expiry of his or her term of office; 

b) upon his or her death; 

c) ifhe or she is incapable of performing his or her functions for over ninety days; 

d) if the conditions required for his or her election no longer exist; 

e) upon the declaration of incompatibility or a conflict of interest; 

f) upon his or her resignation; 

g) upon his or her removal from the office of the President of the Republic. 

(4) The National Assembly shaB decide with the votes of two thirds of the Mernbers: of the 
National Assembly present on the establishment of any condition of the President !of the 
Republic preventing him or her from performing his or her functions for over ninety d)iys, or 
of the absence of the conditions required for his or her election, or on the declaration of 
incompatibility or a conflict of interest. ! 

I 

(5) The detailed rules for the legal status of the President of the Republic and the previous 
Presidents ofthe Republic and for their remuneration shall be laid down in a cardinal Abt. 

I 

Article 13 

(I) Criminal proceedings against the President of the Republic may be instituted only after the 
termination of his or her mandate. 

I 
{2) If the President of the Republic intentionally violates the Fundarnenta.1 Law : or, in 
connection with performing his or her office, any Act, and if he or she commits an intehtional 
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I 

I 
·' 

criminal offence, one fifth of the Members of the National Assembly may propose his or her 
removal from office. 

(3) For the impeachment procedure to be instituted, the votes of two thirds oftheMem ers of 
the National Assembly shall be required. Voting shall be held by secret ballot I 
(4) Starting from the adoption of the decision by the National Assembly, the President, of the 
Republic may not exercise his or her powers until the impeachment procedure is concluded. 

(5) The Constitutional Court shall have the power to conduct the impeachment proced~e. 

(6) If, as a result of the procedure, the Constitutional Court establishes the responsibility of 
the President of the Republic under public law, it may remove the President of the Rdpublic 
from office. 

Article 14 

(I) If the President of the Republic is temporarily prevented from acting, or if the mandate of 
the President of the Republic terminates, the Speaker of the National Assembly shall exercise 
the functions and powers of the President of the Republic until he or she is no longer 
prevented from acting, or until the new President of the Republic takes office, respectively. 

I 

(2) The fact that the President of the Republic is temporarily prevented from acting sl)all be 
established by the National Assembly at the initiative of the President of the Republic, the 
Government or any Member of the National Assembly. i 
(3) While substituting fot the President of the Republic, the Speaker of the National Assembly 
may not exercise his or her rights as a Member of the National Assembly, and his br her 
duties as Speaker of the National Assembly shall be performed by the Deputy Speakerlofthe 
National Assembly designated by the National Assembly. ' 

The Government 

Article 15 

(I) The Government shall be the general organ of exec4tive power; it shall exercise all the 
functions and powers which are not expressly conferred by the Fundamental Law or the law 
on another organ. The Government shall be accountable to the National Assembly. i 

(2) The Government shall be the principal organ of public administration; it may establish 
organs of state administration as provided for by an Act. I 
(3) Acting within its functions, the Government shall adopt decrees in matters not regulated 
by an Act or on t.he basis of aut.horisat.ion by an Act. ' 

(4) No decree of the Government shall conflict with any Act 

Article 16 
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(I) The Members of the Govem11lent sha.ll be the Prime M_in_ister and the ministers. 

(2) By means of a decree, the Prime Minister shall designate one ot more Deputy Prime 
Minister(s) from among the ministers. 

(3) The Prime Minister shall be elected by the National Assembly on the proposal of the 
President of the Republic. 

(4) The Prime Minister shall be elected with the votes of more than half of the Members of 
the National Assembly. The Prime Minister shall take office upon his or her election. ! 
(5) The President of the Republic shall present his or her proposal referred to in paragraph (3): 

I 

a) at the constitutive sitting of the new National Assembly, if the Prime Minister's m'andate 
terminated upon the formation of the newly-elected National Assembly; 

' 
b) within fifteen days of the termination of the Prime Minister's mandate, if the; Prime 
Minister's mandate has terminated upon his or her resignation, his or her death, the 
declaration of incompatibility or a conflict of interest, due to the absence of the conditions 
required for his or her election or because the National Assembly has expressed its lack of 
confidence in the Prime Minister in a confidence vote. 

(6) If the National Assembly fails to elect the person proposed for Prime Mini~ter in 
accordance with para.graph (5), the President of the Republic shall present a new prpposal 
within fifteen days. j 

(7) Ministers sha.11 be appointed by the President of the Republic on the proposal ofthe 1Prime 
Minister. Ministers shall take office on the date designated in the deed of appointment or, in 
its absence, upon their appointment. I 

i 
(8) The Govem11lent shall be established upon the appointment of the ministers. 

(9) The Members of the Government shall take an oath before the Nationa_l Assembly. 

Article 17 

(I) Ministries shall be listed in an Act. 
I 

(2) Ministers without portfolio may be appointed to perform the functions determined by the 
Government. ] 

(3) The capital or county goveffi11lent offices shall be the territorial state administration organs 
of the Goveffi11lent with general competence. _ I 
(4) Provisions ofa cardinal Act regarding the designation of ministries, ministers or organs of 
public administration may be amended by an Act. I 
(5) The legal status of government officials shall be regulated by an Act. 

Article 18 

(I) The Prime Minister shall define the general policy of the Govem11lent. i 

(2) Ministers shall, within the. framework of the general policy of the Govertlment, 
autonomously control the sectors of state administration within their functions arid the 
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subordinated organs, and shall perform the tasks determined by the Government or the Prime 

Ministe~. . . . . . . . . . .. . .I . 
(3) Actmg on the basts of authonsat10n by, an Act or a government decree, and w1thm therr 
functions, Members of the Government shall adopt decrees, either autonomously! or in 
agreement with other ministers; no such decree shall conflict with any Act, government 
decree or decree of the Governor of the Hungarian Nation.al Bank. I 
(4) Members of the Government shall be accountable to the National Assembly for their 
actions, and ministers shall be accountable to the Prime Minister. Members bf the 
Government may attend and address the sittings of the National Assembly. The N~tional 
Assembly or a parliamentary committee may oblige Members of the Government to 1· attend 
their sitting. 

(5) The detailed rules for the legal status of Members of the Government and t.heir 
remuneration, as well as the rules regarding the substitution of ministers, shall be laid di>wn in 

I 

an Act. 

Article 19 

The National Assembly may request information from the Government on the Govern ent's 
position to be represented in the decision-making procedure of the intergoverrrinental 
institutions of the European Union, and may take a position on the draft placed on the Jgenda 
in the procedure. In the course of the decision making of the European Uniob, the 
Government shall act on the basis of the position taken by the National Assembly. 

Article 20 

(1) Upon the termination of the Prime Minister's mandate, the mandate of the Gove ent 
shall terminate. 

(2) The Prime Minister's mandate shall terminate: 

a) upon the formation of the newly-elected National Assembly; 

b) if the National Assembly expresses its lack of confidence in the Prime Minister and elects a 
new Prime Minister; I 
c) if the National Assembly expresses its lack of confidence in the Prime Ministl in a 
confidence vote initiated by the Prime Minister; 

d) upon his or her resignation; 

e) upon his or her death; 

f) upon the declaration of incompatibility or a conflict of interest; 

g) if the conditions required for his or her election no longer exist. 

(3) A minister's mandate shall terminate: 

a) upon the termination of the Prime Minister's mandate; 

b) upon his or her resignation; 
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c) upon his or her dismissal; 

d) upon his or her death. 

(4) The National Assembly shall decide, with the votes of two thirds of the Members of the 
National Assembly present, to establish the absence of the conditions required for thee ection 
of the Prime Minister or to declare incompatibility or a conflict of interest. 

Article 21 

' 
(1) One fifth of the Members of the National Assembly may, together with the designa#on of 
a candidate for the office of Prime Minister, submit a written motion of no confidence against 
the Prime Minister. I 
(2) If the National Assembly supports the motion of

0 

no confidence, it thereby expres~es its 
lack of confidence in the Prime Minister and simultaneously elects ,the person propo~ed for 
the office of Prime Minister in the motion of no confidence. The votes of more than half of 
the Members of the National Assembly shall be required for such a decision by the N!tional 
Assembly. [ · 

(3) The Prime Minister may move for a confidence vote. The National Assembly expre~ses its 
lack of confidence in the .Prime Min.ister if more than half of the Members of the National 
Assembly do not support the Prime Minister in the confidence vote proposed by the :Prime 
M.. I 1mster. 1 

' 

(4) The Prime Minister may move that the vote on a proposal submitted by the Goverpment 
be simultaneously a confidence vote. The National Assembly expresses its lack of confidence 
in the Prime Minister if it does not support the proposal submitted by the Government. 1 

· 

(5) The National Assembly shall decide on the question of confidence after the third day, but 
no later than eight days following the submission of the motion of no confidence or '.of the 
Prime Minister's motion pursuant to paragraphs (3) or (4). ' 

Article 22 

' ( 1) From the termination of its mandate until the formation of the new Government, the 
Government shall exercise its powers as a caretaker government; however, it may not express 
consent to be bound by international treaties, and may adopt decrees only on the basis of 
authorisation by an Act in cases of urgency. · I 

(2) If the Prime Minister's mandate terminates upon his or her resignation or the formation of 
the newly-elected National Assembly, the Prime Minister sh.all exercise his or her powei"s as a 
caretaker Prime Mini.ster until the election of the new Prime Minister; however, it m~y not 
propose the dismissal of ministers or the appointment of new ministers, and may adopt 
decrees only on the basis of authorisation by a,n Act i.n cases of urgency. i 

(3) If the Prime Minister's mandaie has terminated upon his or her death, the declaration of 
incompatibility or a conflict of interest, due to the absence of the conditions required for;his or 
her election or because the National Assembly has expressed its lack of confidence in the 
Prime Minister in a confidence vote, the powers of the Prime Minister shall be exercised by 
the Deputy Prime Minister or, in the case of more !hart one Deputy Prime Minister, by tJ/e one 
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designated as first Deputy Prime Minister, until the new Prime Minister is elected ani:1 with 
the limitations set out in paragraph (2). . I 
(4) A minister shall exercise his or her powers as a caretaker mini_ster from the termination of 
the Prime Mi.nister's mandate until a new minister is appointed or another member of the new 
Government is assigned to perform the ministerial functions temporarily, but mayl adopt 
decrees only in cases of urgency. . 

Independent regulatory organs 

Article 23 

(I) By means of a cardinal Act, the National Assembly may establish independent reg11latory 
organs to perform and exercise certain fiinctions and powers belonging to the exJcutive 

power. . . .. . . . . .. I 
(2) The head of an mdependent regulatory organ shall be appomted i)y the Pnme Mm1ster or, 
on the proposal of the Prime Minister, by the President of the Republic for the term sp¢cified 
in a cardinal Act. The head of an independent regulatory organ shall appoint his or her deputy 
or deputies. · I 

(3) The head of an independent regulatory organ shall report armuaUy to the National 

Assem~ly on the acti~ities of the_ in~ependent regulatory.or:'. . . . . . I . 
( 4) Actmg on the basis of authonsatton by an Act and w1thm his or her funct10ns laid down m 
a cardinal Act, the head of an independent regulatory organ shall issue decrees; n9 such 
decree shall conflict with any Act, government decree, prime ministerial decree, ministerial 
decree or decree of the Governor of the Hungarian National Bank. In issuing decrees, thb head 
of an independent regulatory organ may be substituted by the deputy he or she designat

1 
d in a 

decree. 

The Constitutional Court 

A.rticle 24 

I 
(I) The Constitutional Court shall be the principal organ for the protection of the Funl' ental 
Law. 

(2) The Constitutional Court: 

a) shal.l examine adopted Acts not yet promulgated for conformity with the Fundamental Law; 

b) shall, at the initiative of a judge, review the conformity with the Fundamental Law 6f any 
law applicable in a particular case as a priority but within no more than ninety days; 

1 

c) shall, on the basis of a constitutional complaint, review the conformity with the 
Fundamental Law of any law applied in a particular case; 

d) shall, on t.h.e basis of a constitutionai complaint, review the conformity with the 
Fundamental Law of any judicial decision; 

32 

Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23 :26 PM 



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 

The Fundamental Law of Hungary (as in force on I July 2016) 
English translation last amended on 19 May 2017 

e) shall, at the initiative of the Government, one qu.arter of the Members of the ational 

Assembly, .the Pr.es. ident of the Curia, the Pros·e·cut.or .. G. en·era·l or. the Com.missio[' er for 
Fundamental Rights, review the conformity with t.he Fundamental Law of any law; 

f) shall examine any law for conflict with any international treaties; · 

g) shall exercise forth. er fun. ctions and powe. rs as laid down in the Fundamental Law ld in a 
cardinal Act. · 

(3) The Constitutional Court: 

a) shall, within its powers set out in paragraph (2)b ), c ), and e ), annul any law or any 
provision of a law which conflicts with the Fundamental Law; 1 

b) shall, within its powers set out in paragraph (2)d), annul any judicial decision which 
conflicts with the Fundamental Law; 

c) may., within its. po.wers set .out in paragrap. h (2)f), annul any law or any provision or a law 
which conflicts with an international treaty; 

an.d shall determine legal consequences as set out in a cardinal Act. 

(4) Those provisions of a law that were not requested to be reviewed may be reviewed and 
annulled by the Constitutional Court only if there is a close substantive connection bi!tween 
them and the provisions requested to be reviewed. 

(5) The Constitutional Court may review the Fundamental Law or the amendment of the 
Fundamental Law only in relation to the procedural requirements laid down ,in the 
Fundamental Law for making and promulgating it. Such an examination may be initiate\i by: 

a) the President of the Republic in respect of the Fundamental Law or the amendmentll of the 
Fundamental Law if adopted but not yet promulgated; 

b) the Government, one quarter of the Members of the National Assembly, the President of 
the Curia, the Prosecutor General or the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights withitl thirty 
days of promulgation. . I 
(6) The Constitutional Court shall decide on the motion pursuant to paragraph (5) as a priority 
but within no more than thirty days. If the Constitutional Court finds that the Fundajnental 
Law or the amendment of the Fundamental Law . does not comply with the procedural 
requirements referred to in paragraph (5), the Fundamental Law or the amendment lof the 
Fundamental Law: , 

l 
a) shall again be debated in the National Assembly in the case laid down in paragraph (S)a); 

b) shall be annulled by the Constitutional Court in the case laid down in paragraph (5)b}. 

(7) The Constitutional Court shall, as provided for by a cardinal Act, hear the legislator\ofthe 
la,w, the initiator of the Act or their representative or shall obtain their opinions during its 
procedure if the matter affects a wide range of persons. This stage of the procedure shall be 
public. . I · 
(8) The Constitutional Court shall be a body composed of fifteen members, each elected for 
twelve years with the votes of two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly. The 
National As.sembly shall, with the votes of two thirds of the Members of the National 
Assembly, elect a member of the Constitutional Courtto serve as its Presi<ient u.nti! the hpiry 
of his or her term of office as judge of the Constitutional Court. Members of the 
Constitutional Court may not be members of political parties or engage in political activjties. 
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(9) The detailed rules for the powers, organisation and operation of the Constitutioila Court 
shall be laid down in a cardinal Act. 

Courts 

Article25 

(I) Courts shall administer justice. The supreme judicial organ shall be the Curia. 

(2) Courts shall decide on: 

a) criminal matters, civil disputes and on other matters specified in an Act; 

b) the lawfulness of administrative decisions; 

c) the conflict of local government decrees with any other law, and on their annulment; 

d) the establishment of omission by a local government of its obligation based on an IAct to 
legislate. I 
(3) In addition to paragraph (2), the Curia shall ensure unifomiity of the application of the law 
by the courts and shall make uniformity decisions which shall be binding on the courts. \ 

(4) The organisation of the judiciary shall have multiple levels. Separate courts may be 
established for specific groups of cases. · I 
(5) The central responsibilities of the administration of the. courts shall be performed ~y the 
President of the National Office for the Judiciary. The National Judicial Council shall 
supervise the central administration of the courts. The National Judicial Council and other 

I bodies of judicial self-government shall participate in the administration of the courts. \ 

(6) The President of the National Office for the Judiciary shall be elected from among the 
judges by the National Assembly for nine years on the proposal of the President bf the 
Republic. The President of the National Office for the Judiciary shall be elected with th~ votes 
of two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly. The President of the Curia shall be a 
member of the NaJional Ju.dicial Council, further members of which sh.all be eleded by 
judges, as laid down in a cardinal Act. 

(7) An Act may provide that other organs may also act in certain legal disputes. 

(8) The detailed rules for the organisation and administration of courts and for the legal!' status 
of judges, as well as the remuneration of judges, shall be laid down in a cardinal Act. 

Article 26 

(I) Judges shall be indepeildeilt and only subordinated to Acts; they shall not be instructed i.n 
relation to their judicial activities. Judges may only be removed from office for the rJasons 
and in a procedure specified in a cardinal Act. Judges may not be members of political parties 
or engage in political activities. ' 

(2) Professional judges shall be appointed by the President of the Republic, as provided for by 
a cardinal Act. Only persons having reached the age of thirty years may be appointed judge. 
Except for the President of the Curia and the President of the National Office f9r the 
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Judiciary, the service relationship of judges may exist until they reach the general retiternent 

• . I 
(3) The President of the Curia shall be elected by the Na(ional Assembly from among the 
judges for nine years at the proposal of the President of the Republic. The President bf the 
Curia shall be elected with the votes of two thirds of the Mernbers of the National Asserilbly. 

Article 27 

(I) Un.less otherwise provided in an Act, courts shall adjudicate in chambers. 

(2) Non-profe~sion~-1.jud. ges shall also participate in the administration of justice in the! cases 
and ways specified m an Act. 

(3) Only professional judges may act as a single judge or as the president of a cham&r. In 
cases specified i_n an Act, court secretaries may also act with.iv the powers of a single judge; 
Article 26( I) shall apply to him or her in the course of such activity. ! 

I 
Article 28 ! 

In the course of the application of law, courts shall interpret the text of laws prirnlily in 
accordance with their purposes and with !he Fundamental Law. When interpretirig the 
Fundamental Law or laws; it shall be presumed that they serve moral and economic p I· oses 

· which are in accordance with common sense and the public good. 

The prosecu(ion service 

· Article 29 

(I) The Prosecutor General and the prosecution service shall be independent and
1 

shall 
contribute to the administration of justice by exclusively enforcing the State's demand for 
punishment as public accuser. The prosecution service shall prosecute criminal offenc~s and 
take action against other 1mla:wful acts and omissions, as well as contribute to the prev~ntion 
of unlawful acts. I 

(2) The Prosecutor General and the prosecution service: 

a) shall exercise rights in connection with investigations, as provided for by an Act; 

b) shall represent the prosecution in court proceedings; 

c) shall supervise the lawfulness of penal enforcement; 

d) shall, as a guardian of public interest, exercise further functions and powers laid down in 
the Fundamental Law or in an Act. 

(3) The organisation of the prosecution service shall be led and directed by the Prosecutor 
General, who shall appoint prosecutors. Except for the Prosecutor General, the service 
relationship of prosecutors may exist until they reach the general retirement age. 
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(4) The Prosecutor General shall be ele.cted by the National Assembly from amdng the 
prosecutors for nine years at the proposal of the President of the Republic. The Pro~ecutor 
General shall be elected with the votes of two· thirds of the Members of the National 
Assembly. 

(5) The Prosecutor General shall report annually to the National Assembly on his or her 
l!,Ctivities. 

(6) Prosecutors may not be members of political parties or engage in political activities. 

(7) The detailed rules for the organisation and operation of the prosecution service and for the 
legal status of the Prosecutor General and the prosecutors, as well as their remuneration, shall 
be laid down in a cardinal Act. . I 

The Commissioner for Fundamen.tal Rights 

Article JO 

(I) The Commissioner for Fundamental Rights shall perform fundamental rights protection 
activities; his or her procedures may be initiated by anyone. . I 
(2) The Commissioner for Fundamental Rights shall investigate any violations related to 

' fundamental rights that come to his or her knowledge, or have such violations investigated, 
and shall initiate general or specific measures to remedy them. · I 
(3) the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights and his other deputies shall be elected tot six 
years with the votes of two thirds of the Members of the Na,tional Assembly. The deputies 
shall protect the interests of future generations and the rights of national minorities liting in 
Hungary. The Commission.er for Fundamenta.l Rights a.n.d his or h.er deputies may hot be 
members of political parties or engage in political activities. · I 
(4) The Commissioner for Fundamental Rights shall report to the National Assembly annually 

on his or her activities. . . . . ·. I 
(5) The detailed rules for the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights and his or her deputies 
shall be laid down in an Act. I 

Local governments 

Article JI 
i 

I 
(I) In Hungary, local governments shall function to manage local public affairs and d.ercise 
local public power. , 

(2) Local referendums may be held on any matter within the functions and powers of th1 local 
government, as provided for by an Act. 

(3) The rules relating to local governments shall be I.aid down in a cardiDlll Act. 
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(I) m .. -- ofmQI ~bl.=~ M- .. -~ .,~ .J 
governments: 

a) shall adopt decrees; 

b) shall make decisions; 

c) shall autonomously administer their affairs; 

d) shall detennine the rules of their organisation and operation; 

e) shall exercise the rights of ownership with respect to local government property; 

f) shall determine their budgets and autonomously mapage their affairs on that basis; I 
' 

local 

g) may engage in entrepreneurial activities using their assets and revenues available fi r this 
purpose, without jeopardising the performance of their mandatory duties; 

h) shall decide on the types and rates oflocal taxes; 

i) may create local government symbols and establish local awards and honorific titles; 

j) may request information from the organ vested with the relevant functions and p wers, 
initiate decisions or express an opinion; · I 
k) may associate freely with other local governments, establi_sh associations for the 
representation of their interests, cooperate with local governments of other countries ~ithin 
their functions and powers, and become members of international organisations o · local 
governments; 

I) shall exercise further functions and powers laid down in art Act. 

(2) Acting within their functions, local governments shall adopt local government dee ees to 
regulate local social relations not regulated by an Act or on the basis of authorisation by an 
Act. 

(3) No local government decree shall conflict with any other law. 

(4) Local governments shall send local government decrees to the capital or county 
government office immediately after their promulgation. If the capital or county goverilment 

' office finds the local government decree or any of its provisions to be in breach of any /aw, it 
may initiate a judicial review of the local government decree. / 

(5) The capital or county government office may apply to a court for the establishment[ofthe 
omission of a local government of its obligation that is based on an Act to adopt dec~ees or 
make decisions. Should the local government fail to comply with its obligation to i adopt 
decrees or make decisions by the date determined by the court in its decision estab(ishing 
omission, the court shall, at the initiative of the capital or county government office, order the 
head of the capital or county government office to adopt the local government decree or local 
government decision required to remedy the omission in the name of the local governm,nt. 

(6) The property of local governments shall be public property, which shall serve the 
perfonnance of their tasks. 

Article 33 
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(I) The functions and powers of a local government shall be exercised by iii; represehtative 

body. . ; I 
(2) A local representative body shall be !leaded by the mayor. The president of a county 
representative body shall be elected by the county representative body from aincili.g its 
members for the tetrn of its mandate. j 

(3) A representative body may elect committees and establish an office, as provided ti r by a 
cardinal Act. 

Article 34 

(I) Loca.1 governments and state organs shall cooperate to achieve community goals. ; n Act 
may set out mandatory functions and powers for local governments. For the performance of 

' their mandatory functions and powers, loca.1 governments shall be entitled to proportionate 
budgetary and other financial support, I 
(2) An Act may provide that mandatory tasks of local governments shall be per(ormed 
through associations. I 
(3) An Act o.r a government decree based on authorisation by an Act may exceptionally 
specify functions and powers of state administration for mayors, presidents of bounty 
representative bodies and for head.s or officers of the office of representative bodies. . j 

( 4) The Government shall ensure supervision of the legality of local governments through the 
capital or county government offices. . . . I 
(5) In order to preserve a balanced budget, an Act may provide that, for any borrowing or for 
Other undertaking of commitments by local governments to the extent determined in iin Act, 
certain conditions and the consent of the Government shall be required. 

Article 35 

(I) Local government .representatives and mayors shall be elected by universal and equal 
suffiage in a direct and secret baUot, in elections which guarantee the free expression of the 
will of the voters, in a manner laid down in a cardinal Act. 

(2) The general elections of local government representatives and mayors shall be held: in the 
month of October of the fifth year following the previous general election 0£ local 
government representatives and mayors. i' 

(3) Th.e mandate of representative bodies shall last until the day of the general electipns of 
local government representatives and mayors. If no elections can be held due to a l!ICk of 

· candidates, the mandate of the local represent11tive body shall be extended until the day\ofthe 
by-elections. The mandate of mayors shall last until the election of the new mayors. 1 

( 4) Representative bodies may declare their own dissolution, as provided for by a card.inal 
Act. 

(5) At the motion of the Government - submitted after seeking the opinion of the 
Constitutional Court -, the National Assembly shal.1 di.ssoive representative bodies oirating 
in conflict with the Fundamental Law. 

38 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 

The Fundamental Law ofHµngary (as in force on I July 2016) 
English translation last amended on 19 May 2017 

(6) Upon a representative body dissolving itself or upon it being dissolved, the mandate of the 
mayor shall also tertninate. i 

Public funds 

Article36 

(I) The National Assembly shall adopt an Act on the central budget and o the 
implementation of the central budget for each year. The Government shall subrriit the 

' legislative proposal ·on the central budget and on the implementation of the centra.l budget to 
the National Assembly with.in the period determined in an Act. .. [ , 

(2) The legislative proposals on the central budget and on its implementation shall contain 
state expenditures and revenues in the same structure, in a transparent manner ltnd in 
reasonable detail. I 
(3) By the adoption of the Act on the central budget, the National Assembly shall autporise 
the Government to collect the revenues and to disburse the expenditures determined in that 

Act. . . . . [ . 
(4) The Nattonal Assembly. may n.ot ado. pt. an Act on the central .budget as a result of !which 
government debt would exceed haJf of the total gross domestic product. 

(5) As long as government debt exceeds half of the total gross domestic product, the National 
Assembly may only adopt an Act on the central budget which provides for a reduction 1

1

of the 
ratio of government debt to the total gross domestic product. 

(6) Any derogation from the provisions of paragraphs (4) and (5) shall only be allowed during 
a special legal order and to the extent necessary to mitigate the consequences 9f the 
circumstances triggering the special legal order, or, in the event of an enduring and significant 
national economic recession, to the extent necessary to restore the balance of the nJtional 
economy. I 
(7) If the National Assembly fails to adopt the Act on the central budget by the beginning of 
the calendar year, the Government sha.ll be authorised to collect the revenues determiiled in 
laws and, within the framework of the appropriations determined in the Act on the dentral 
budget for the previous year, disburse expenditures on a pro rata temporis basis. 

Article 37 

(I) The Government shall be obliged to implement the central budget in a law I and 
expedient manner, with efficient management of public funds and by ensuring transpare~cy. 

(2) With the exceptions specified in Article 36(6), no such borrowing may be contract~d and 
no such financial commitment may be undertaken in the course of the implementation bf the 
central budget that would allow the government debt to exceed half of the total gross dofuestic 
product. 

(3) As long as government debt exceeds half of the total gross domestic product, with the 
exceptions specified in Article 36(6), no such borrowing may be contracted and no such 
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---- -- - - -- - - - -_ I I 
financial commitment may be undertaken in the course of the implementation of the central 
budget, that would result in an increase, a,, compared to the previous year, of th_e rktio of 
government debt to the total gross domestic/ product. I 
(4) As long as government debt exce_eds half of the total gross domestic product, the 
Constitutional Court may, within its powers set out in Article 24(2)b) toe), review ilie Acts 
on the central -budget, the implementation of the central budget, central taxes, duti¢s and 
contributions, customs duties and the central conditions for local taxes for conformity with the 
Fundamental Law exclusively in connection with the rights to life and human dignity,

1

1 to the 
protection of personal data, to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, or the

1 
rights 

related to Hungarian citizenship, and it may annul these Acts only for the violation of these 
rights. The Constitutional Court shall have the unrestricted right to annul Acts havfug the 
above subject matters as well, if the procedural requirements laid down in the Fundalnental 
Law for making and promulgating those Acts hav~ not been met. [ 

(5) In the case of the provisions of Acts that entered into force in a period while government 
debt exceeded half of the total gross domestic product, paragraph ( 4) shall apply to kuch a 
period, even if government debt no longer exceeds half of the total gross domestic prod~ct. 

(6) The method for the calculation of the government debt and the total gross dobestic 
I 

product, as well as the rules relating to the implementation of the provisions of Article 6 and 
paragraphs (l) to (3), shall be laid down in an Act. 

Article 38 

(I) The property of the State and of local governments shall be national asset . The 
management and protection of national assets shall aim at serving the public interest. rrleeting 

· common needs and preserving natural resources, as well as at taking into account the ndeds of 
- - ' future generations. The requirements for preserving and protecting national assets and for the 

responsible management of national assets shall be laid down in a cardinal Act. I 
(2) lbe scop~ of the exclusive property and of the exclusive economic activities of the

1 
State, 

as well as the limitations and conditions of the alienation of national assets of outstanding 
importance for the national economy, shall be determined in a cardinal Act with regard1

1

,to the 
goals referred to in paragraph (I). , 

(3) National assets may only be transferred for purposes specified in an Act, with the 
exceptions specified in an Act, taking into account the requirement of proportionate val ties. 

I 
(4) Contracts for the transfer or utilisation of national assets may only be concludetith 
organ_ isations of which th-e ow_ ne-rship structure, t-he organ-isat-ion and the activity aimed at the 
management of the national assets transferred or assigned for utilisation is transparent. 

' (5) Business organisations owned by the State or local governments shall manage their airs 
i_n a manner determined in an Act, autonomously and responsibly according io the 
requirements oflawfulness, expediency and efficiency. I 

Article 39 
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(!) Support or contractual payments froln the central budget may only be granted to 
organisations of which the ownership structure, the organisation and the activity aimed: at the 
use of the support is transparent. · I . I 
(2) Every organisation managing public fiinds shall be obliged to publicly account :for its 
management of public funds. Public funds and national assets shall be managed according to 
th. e princip. !es of. transpar·en· cy and the. pur. ity. of public life. Data relating to public funr and 
national assets sh.all be data of public interest. 

1 
! 
I Article 40 

I 
In the interests of satisfying common needs in a predictable manner and of the ~cure 
livelihood of the elderly, basic rules for sharing public burdens and for the pension Jystem 
sh.all be la.id down in a cardinal Act. 

Article 41 

(I) The central bank of Hungary shall be the Hungarian National Bank. The Hungarian 
National Bank shall be responsible for monetary policy, as provided for by a cardinal Act. 

(2) The Hungarian National Bank shall perform the supervision of the financial interm~diary 
system. · . I 
(3) The Governor and Deputy Governors of the Hungarian National Bank shall be appointed 
for six years by the President of the Republic. I 
( 4) The Governor of the Hungarian National Bank shall report annually to the Nitional 
Assembly on the activities of the Hungarian National Bank. I 
(5) Acting on the basis of authorisation by an Act and within his or her functions laid down in 
a cardinal Act, the Governor of the Hungarian Nation.al Bank .shall issue decrees; nd such 
decree shall conflict with any Act. On issuing decrees, the Governor of the Hungarian 
National Bank may be substituted by the Deputy Governor he or she designated in a dedee. 

I 
(6) The detailed rules for the organisation and operation of the Hungarian National Bank shall 
be laid down in a cardinal Act. ! 

Article 42 

Article 43 

(I) The State Audit Office shall be the organ of the National Assembly responsible for 
financial and economic audit. Acting within its functions laid down in an Act, the State Audit 
Office shall audit the implementation of the central budget, the administration of public 
finances, the use of funds from public fmances and the management of national assets. The 
State Audit Office shall carry out its audits according to the criteria oflawfulness, expediency 
and efficiency. 
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(2) The President of the State Audit Office shall be elected with the votes of two third of the 
Members of the National Assembly for twelve years. · I 
(3) The President of the State Audit Office [shall report annually to the National Assembly on 
the activities of the State Audit Office. · I 
( 4) The detailed rules for the organisation and operation of the State Audit Office shall be laid 
down in a cardinal Act. i 

Article 44 

(I) As an organ supporting the legislative activity of the National Assembly, the i Fiscal 
Council shall examine the feasibility of the central budget. 

(2) The Fiscal Council shall take part in the preparation of the Act on the central budget, as 
provided for by an Act. 

(3) In order to ineet the requirements set out i.n Article 36(4) and (5), prior consent of the 
Fiscal Council shall be required for the adoption of the Act on the central budget. 

(4) The members of the Fiscal Council shall be the Pres.ident of the Fiscal Council, the 
Governor of the Hungarian National Bank and the President of the State Audit Office. The 
President of the Fiscal Council shall be appointed for six yeats by the President 'lof the 
Republic. 

(5) lbe detailed rules for the operation of ~he Fiscal Council shall be laid down in a chrdinal 
Act. 

The Hungarian Defence Forces 

Article 45 

(I) Hungary's armed forces shall be the Hungarian Defence Forces. The core duties of the 
Hungarian Defence Forces shall be the military defence of the independence, territorial 
integrity and borders of Hungary and the performance of collective defence and peace~eeping 
tasks arising from international treaties, as well as carrying out humanitarian activities in 
accordance with the ru.les of international law. i 
(2) Unless otherwise provided in an international treaty, and within the framework deteimined 
in the Fundamental Law and in a cardinal Act, the National Assembly, the President! of the 
Republic, the National Defence Council, the Government or the minister vested Jith the 
relevant functions and powers shall have the right to direct the Hungarian Defence Forces. 
The Hungarian Defence Forces shall operate under the direction of the Government. I 

I 
(3) The Hungarian Defence Forces shall take part int.he prevention of disasters, and th¢ relief 
and elimination of their consequences. 

(4) Professional staff members of the Hungarian Defence Forces may not be inem~ers of 
political parties or engage in political activities. 

(5) The detailed rules relating to the organisation, tasks, command and control, and o~ration 
of the Hungarian Defence Fore.es shall be laid down in a cardi.n.al Act. 
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The police and n~tional security services 

Article 46 

(I) The core duties · of the police shall be the prevention and investigation of criminal 
offences, and the protection of public safety, public order, and the order of state bordersJ 

(2) The police shall operate undet the direction of the Government. l 
I 

(3) The core duties of the national security services shall be the protection bf the 
independence and lawful order of Hungary; and the promotion of its national sI

1
curity 

interests. 1 

( 4) The national security services shall operate under the direction of the Government. 

(5) Professional staff members of the police and the national security services may ot be 
members of political parties or engage in political activities. I 
(6) The detailed rules relating to the organisation and operation of the police and the national 
security services and the rules for the use of special investigative means and techniqJes, as 
well as the rules concerning national security activities, shall be laid down in a cardinal I ct. 

Decisions on participation in military operations 

Article 47 

(I) The Government shall decide on any troop movement of the Hungarian Defence , orces 
and foreign armed forces that involves crossing borders. i 

(2) With the exception of the cases specified in paragraph (3), the National Assembly! shall, 
with the votes of two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly present, decide on the 

' deployment of the Hungarian Defence Forces abroad or within Hungary and on stationing 
them abroad, as well as 011 the deployment of foreign armed forces in Hungary or deJarting 
from the territory of Hungary, or on stationing them in Hungary. . i . 
(3) The Government shall decide on the deployment of the Hungarian Defence Forces and of 
foreign armed forces as referred to in paragraph (2) artd based on the decision of the Eutopean 
Union or the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, and on other troop movements by theni. 

I 

(4) The Government, while simultaneously informing the President of the RepublicJ shall 
report without delay to the National Assembly on its decisions made under paragraph 1(3) or 
authorising the participation of the Hungarian Defence Forces in peacekeeping oi their 
humanitarian activity in a foreign operational area. · I 

SPECIAL LEGAL ORDER 

Common rules for the state of national crisis and the state of emergency 
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(1) The National Assembly: 

a) shall declare a state of national crisis and set up a National Defence Council in the event of 
the declaration of a state of war or an irnrninent danger of armed attack by a foreign I power 
( danger of war); · 

b) shall declare a state of emergency in the event of artned actions aimed at subverting the 
lawful order or at exclusively acquiring power, and in the event of serious acts of vi~lence 
massively endangering life and property, committed with weapons or with instruments 
capable of causing death. ! 
(2) For a state of war to be declared, peace to be concluded or to declare the special legal 
order referred to in patagrapb (1), the votes of two thirds of the Members of the National 
Assembly shall be required. ' 

(3) If the National Assembly is prevented from making such decisions, the President 1of the 
Republic shall have the right to declare a state of war, to declare a state of national crisis and 
set up the National Defence Council, or to declare a state of emergency. 

(4) The National Assembly shall be deemed to be prevented from making such decisiops ifit 
is not in session and convening it is made impossible by insurmountable obstacles caused by 
shortage of time or the events resulting in a state of war, a state of national crisis or state of 
emergency. 

(5) The Speaker of the National Assembly, the President of the Constitutional Court and the 
' Prime Minister shall unanimously decide whether the National Assembly is prevented from 

acting and the <leclaration of a state of war, state of national crisis or state of emerg<iocy is 
justified. 

' 
(6) As soon as the National Assembly is no longer prevented from acting, it shall at its first 
sitting review whether the declaration of a state of war, state of national crisis or state of 
emergency was justified, and decide on the legality of the measures adopted. For such 
decisions, the votes of two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly shall be required. 

(7) During a state of n.ationa.l crisis or a state of emerge!ICY, .the Nationa.l Assembly may not 
dissolve itself and may not be dissolved. During a state of national crisis or a st~te of 
emergency, no general elections of Members of the National Assembly may be called ot held; 
in such cases, a new National Assembly shall be elected within ninety days of tbe tetmibation 
of the state of national crisis or state of emergency. If the general elections ofMembers!ofthe 
National Assembly have already been held but the new National Assembly has not been 
formed yet, the President of the Republic shall convene the constitutive sitting for a date 
within thirty days of the termination of the state of national crisis or state of emergency.· 

(8) The National Assembly that has dissolved itself or has been dissolved may be co11vened 
also by the National Defence Council during a state of national crisis, and by the President of 
the Republic during a state of emergency. 

State of national crisis 
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Article 49 

( 1) The President of the National Defence Council shall be the President of the Republif, and 
its mem.bers s.hall be the Speaker of the National Assembly, the leaders of parliamentary 
groups, the Prime Minister, the ministers and - in a consultative capacity - the Chief bf the 
Defence Staff. 

(2) The National Defence Council shall exercise: 

a) the powers delegated to it by the National Assembly, 

b) the powers of the President of the Republic, 

c) the powers of the Government. 

(3) The National Defence Council shall decide: 

a) on the deployment of the Hungarian Defence Forces abroad or within Hungary, on their 
participation in peacekeeping, oil their huma.nitari.an activity in a foreign operational ~ea, or 
on stationing them abroad, 

1 

I 

b) on the deployment of foreign armed forces in Hungary or departing from the territory of 
Hungary, or on stationing them in Hungary, I 

c) on the introduction of extraordinary measures laid down in a cardinal Act. 

(4) The National Defence Council may adopt decrees by means of which it may, as provided 
for by a cardinal Act, suspend the application of certain Acts, derogate from the provisipns of 
Acts and tllke other extraordinary measures. I 

l 

(5) Upon the termination of the state of national crisis, such decrees of the National Defence 
Council shall cease to have effect, unless the National Assembly extends those decrees. · 

I 

State of emergency 

Article SO 

(I) The Hungarian Defence Forces rnay be deployed during a state of emergency if the se of 
the police and the national security services proves insufficient. I 

I 
(2) During a state of emergency, if the National Assembly is prevented from acting, the 
President of the Republic shall decide on the utilisation of the Hungarian Defence Forces 
under paragraph { I), I 
(3) During a state of emergency, the extraordinary measures laid down in a cardinal Ac~ shall 
be introd.uced by the President of the Republic in a decree. By means of his or her decr~e, the 
President of the Republic may, as provided for by a cardinal Act, suspend the application of 
certain Acts, derogate from the provisions of Acts and take other extraordinary me!\5ures. 

(4) The President of the Republic shall inform the Speaker of the National Assembly Jithout 
delay of the extraordinary measures introduced. During a state of emergency, the National 
Assembly, or, if it is prevented frorn acting, the committee of the National Assembly d~aling 
with national defence issues shall remain continuously in session. The National Assembly or, 
ifit is prevented from acting, the committee of the National Assembly dealing With national 
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defence issues may suspend the applicatiob of the extraordinary measures introduced by the 
President of the Republic. : 

(5) Extraordinary measures introduced by ;means of decrees shall remain in force fo thirty 
days, unless the National Assembly or, if h is prevented from acting, the committee of the 
National Assembly dealing with national defence issues extends them. 

(6) Upon the termination of the state of emergency, such decrees of the President of the 
Republic shall cease to have effect. 

State of preventive defence 

Article 51 

(I) In the event of a danger of external armed attack or in order to meet an obligation arising 
from an alliance, the National Assembly shall declare a state of preventive defence for~ fixed 
period of time, and shall simultaneously authorise the Government to introduce extraoidinary 
measures laid down in a cardinal Act. The period of the state of preventive defence rilay be 
extended. I 
(2) The votes of two thirds of the Members of the National Assembly present sl\all be 
required for the special legal order referred to in pani.graph (I) to be declared or to be 
extended. 

(3) After initiating the declaration of a state of preventive defence, the Government lfl;ay, by 
means of decrees, introduce measures derogating from the Acts affecting the operation of 
public administration, the Hungarian Defence Forces and law enforcement organs, and shall 
continuously inform the President of the Republic and the standing committees pf the 
National Assembly vested with its relevant functions and powers. The measure~ thus 
introduced shall remain in force until the decision of the National Assembly 6n the 
declaration of a state of preventive defence but for no longer than sixty days. I 
( 4) During a state of preventive defence, the Government may adopt decrees by means of 
which it may, as provided for by a cardinal Act, suspend the application of certairi Acts, 
derogate from the provisions of Acts and take other extraordinary measures. I 
(5) Upon the termination of the state of preventive defence, such decrees of the Govert ent 
shall cease to have effect. 

State of terrorist threat 

Article 51/A 

(!) In the event of a significant and direct threat of a terrorist attack or in the even,t of a 
terrorist attack, the National Assembly shall, at the initiative of the Government, declare a 
state of terrorist threat for a fixed period of time, and shall simultaneously authorise the 
Government to introduce extraordinary measures laid down in a cardinal Act. The period of 
the state of terrorist threat may be extended. ! 
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(2) The votes of two-thirds of the Members of the National Assembly present sh II be 
required for the special legal order referred to in paragraph (I) to be declared or to be 

extended.. . . . _ _ . [ __ _ . 
(3) After 1mtlatmg the declarat10n ofa state ofterronst threat, the Government may, by eans 
of decrees, introduce measures derogating [ from the Acts concerning the organisatioh, the 
operation and the performance of activities lof p~lllic admi~istratio~, tbe Hungarian Df fen~e 
Forces, the l_aw enforcement organs and the national security services, as well as those laid 
down in a cardinal Act, and shall continuously inforrn the President of the Republic abd the 
standing committees of the National Assembly vested with its relevant functions and p6wers. 
The measures thus introduced shall remain in force until the decision Of the Nitional 
Assembly on the declaration of a st;lte of terrorist threat but for no longer than fifteen days. 

- I 
(4) During a state of terrorist threat, the Government may adopt decrees by means of which it 

m-ay, as provide-d ti-or by a- car--dinal Act,_ suspend the app-licatio-n- of certain Acts, derogaJ
1 

from 
the provisions of Acts and take other extraordinary measures. 

(5) the Hungarian Defence Forces may be deployed while the measures referred to in 
paragraph (3) are in force and during a state of terrorist threat if the use of the police and the 
national security services proves insufficient. _ I 
(6) Upon the termination of the state of terrorist threat, such decrees of the Governmen shall 
cease to have effect. 

Unexpeded attack 

Article 52 

(I) In the event of an unexpected incursiQn of external armed groups into the territ ry of 
Hungary, until the decision on the declaration of a state of emergency or state of nitional 
crisis, _the Government shall be obliged= if necessary, in acconjance with the armed dbfence 
plan approved by the President of the Republic - to take immediate action using[ force 
proportionate to and prepared for the attack, to repel the attack, to defend the territory of 
Hungary with .domestic and allied readiness forces of the air defence and air forces, in otder to 
protect lawful order, life and property, public order and public safety. 

(2) The Government shall forthwith inform the National Assembly and the President of the 
Republic of its action taken under paragraph (I). 

(3) In the event of an unexpected attack, the Government may introduce extraoroinary 
rheas_ures Iai<l down in ~ cardinal Act, and may ~opt_ decrees by _means of which it ~ay, as 
provided for by a cardmal Act, suspend the apphcatlon of certain Acts, derogate from the 

_ provisions of Acts and take other extraordinary measures. I 

(4) Upon the termination of the unexpected attack, such decrees of the Government shall 
cease to have effect. 

State of danger 

Article 53 
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(!) In the event ofa natural disaster or industrial accident endangering life and prope , or in 
order to mitigate its consequences, the Government shall declare a state of danger, 3l]d may 
introduce extraordinary measures laid down: in a cardinal Act. / 

(2) In a state of danger, the Government may adopt decrees by means of which it may, as 
provided for by a cardinal Act, suspend the application of certa,in Acts, derogate fr6m the 
provisions of Acts and take other extraordinary measures. . · I 
(3) The decrees of the Government referred to in paragraph (2) shaU remain in force for 
fifteen days, unless the Government, on the basis of authorisation by the National Ass~mbly, 
extends those decrees. I 
(4) Upon the termination of the state of danger, such decrees of the Government shall c ase to 
have effect. 

Common rules for the special legal order 

Article 54 

(I) Under a special legal order, the exercise of fundamental rights -with the exception of the 
fundamental rights provided for in Articles II and III, and Article XXVIH(2) to (6) - fuay be 
suspended or may be restricted beyond the extent specified in Article 1(3). I 
(2) Under a special legal order, the application of the Fundamental Law may not be 
suspended, and the operation of the Constitutional Court may not be restricted. I 
(3) A special legal order shall be terminated by the organ entitled to introduce the special 
legal order if th~ conditions for its declaration no longer exist. I 
(4) The detailed rules to be applied under a special legal order shall be laid down in a cardinal 
Act. 

CLOSING AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

I. The Fundamental Law of Hungary shall enter into force on I January 2012. 

2. This Fundamental Law shall be adopted by the National Assembly pursuant to Sections 
I 9(3)a) and 24(3) of Act XX of 1949. . . I 
3. The transitional provisions related to the entry into force of the Fundamental Law are 
contained in points 8 to 26. I 
4. The Government shall be obliged to submit the legislative proposals required for the 
implementation of the Fundamental Law to the National Assembly. ' 

5. The decisioQs of the Con.stitut.ional Court made prior to the entry into force pf the 
Fundamental Law are repealed. This provision shall be without prejudice to the legal effects 
produced by those decisions. I 

I 

6. The 25th day of April shall be Fundamental Law Day, to commemorate the promulgation 
of the Fundamental Law. · 
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7. The first general election of local govertlment representatives and mayors after th entry 
into force ofthe Fundamental Law shall takr place in October 2014. I 
8. The entry into force of the Fundamental Law shall not affect the legal force of laws 
adopted, public law regulatory instruments and other legal instruments of state administration 

' issued, specific decisions made and international legal commitments undertaken before its 

~~~ I 
9. The legal successor of the organ exercising the relevant functions and powers under Act 

• . . 1 
XX of I 949 on the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary shall be the organ exercising the 
relevant functions and powers under the Fundamental Law. I 
I 0. After the entry into force of the Fundamental Law, the name referring to the Republic of 
H1ingary may remain in use as a reference to Hungary in accordance with the laws in f6rce on 
31 December 2011, until the transition to the use of the name under the Fundamental dw can 

. ' 

be achieved iii acconjance with the principles of responsible management. i 

IL With the exceptions laid down in points 12 to 18, the entry into force of the Fund4ental 
Law shall not affect the mandate of the National Assembly, the Government and the local 

representative bodies, as well as. of pe .. rsons appoi.nted or elected be·fo· re. tlte en. try into fi11 

rce of 
the Fundamental Law. · 

12. The following provisions of the Fundamental Law shall also apply to the m3Ildate of the 
following: . 

a) Articles 3 and 4 to the mand. ate of the Nation. al Assembly an.. d Members of the Nltional 
Assembly in office; 

b) Articles 12 and 13 to the mandate of the President of the Republic in office; 

c) Articles io and 21 to the mandate of the Government in office and the Members of the 
Govemmentin office; 

d) Article 27(3) to the mandate of court secretaries in office; 

e) Article 33(2) to the mandate of the presidents of the coililty assembl.ies in office; and 

f) Art.icle 35(3) to (6) to the mandate of the local representative bodies and mayors in office. 

13. The calculation of the period referred to in Article 4(3)f) of the Fundamental LaJ shall 
start upon the entry into force of the Fundamental Law. I 
14. (I) The legal successor of the Supreme Court, the National Council of Justice kd its 
President shall be the Curia in terms of administering justice, and, with the exceptidn laid 
down in a c.ardinal Act, the President of the National Office for the Judiciary in terms 'of the 
administration of courts. . . r 

(2) The mandate of the President of the Supreme Court and of the President and mem¥rs of 
the National Council of Justice shall terminate upon the entry into force of the Fundarrental 
Law. , 

15. (I) With the exception laid down in paragraph (2), tlte lowest age requirement Iaidldown 
in Article 26(2) of the Fundamental Law shall apply to judges appointed on the basis ofil a call 
for applications announced after the entry into force of the Fundamental Law. 

(2) If, as laid down in an Act, the appointmeut t.akes place without the annou11ceme11t of a call 
for applications, the lowest age requirement shall apply to judges appointed after thel entry 
into force of the Fundamental Law. 
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16. As of the entry into force of the Fundamental Law, the designation for the office of the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Citizens'; Rights shall be Commissioner for Fund -ental 
Rights. The legal successor of the Parlirupentary Commi_ssioner for Citizens' Rights, , the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for National and Ethnic Minority Rights and the Parliarrientary 
Commissioner for Future Generations shall :be the Comm_issioner for Fundamental Rights. As 
of the entry into force of the Fundamental Law, the Parliam~tary Commissioner for N~tional 
and Ethnic Minority Rights in office shall become Deputy of the Commission~r for 
Fundamental Rights responsible for the protection of the rights of national minorities Ii ting in 
Hungary; as of the entry into force of the Fundamental Law, the Parliamentary CommiJsioner 
for Future Generations in office shall become Deputy of the Commissioner for Fundatnental 
Rights responsible for the protection of the interests of future generations; their ma):ldates 
shall terminate upon the termination of the mandate of the Commissioner for Fundarttental 
Rights. ! 

17. The mandate of the Commissioner for Data Protection shall terminate upon the entry into 
force of the Fundamental Law. 

i 

18. For the purposes and as of the entry into force of the Fundamental Law, the designation 
for the office of the president of the county assembly shall be president of the ~ounty 
representative body. The county representative body pursuant to the Fundamen!al Law shall 
be the legal successor of the county assembly. I 

19. (I) With the exceptions laid down in paragraphs (2) to (5), the provisions of the 
Fundamental Law shall also apply to cases in progress. 

(2) Article 6 of the Fundamental Law shall apply as of the first sitting of the National 
Assembly to be held following the entry into force of the Fundamental Law. 

' (3) Procedures initiated upon applications submitted to the Con_stitutional Court befqre the 
entry into force of the Fundamental Law by applicants who no longer have the right to submit 
applications under the Fundamental Law shall be terminated and if, as of the entry into force 
of the Fundamental Law, the procedure falls within the powers of another organ, the 
application shall be transferred. In accordance with the conditions laid down in a cardinal Act, 
the applicant may submit the application again. • 

(4) Articles 38(4) and 39(1) of the Fundamental Law shall apply to contracts and sibsidy 
entitlements existing on I January 2012, and to procedures underway aimed at concluding 
contracts or granting subsidies if provided for by an Act, and as provided for by that Act. 

I 

(5) The third sentence of Section 70/E(3) of Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution :of the 
Republic of Hungary in force on 31 De_cember 2011 shall, until 31 December 2012, apply to 
benefits which qualify as pension benefits under the rules in force on 31 December 201 :I with 
respect to any change in their conditions, nature or amount, to their conversion to: other 
benefits or to their termination. 

20. Sections 26(6), 28/D, 28/E, and 31(2) and (3) of Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of 
the Republic of Hungary in force on 31 December 2011 shall apply to cases in progress! at the 
entry into force of the Fundamental Law also after the entry into force of the Fundamental 
Law. I 

21. The participation of the national minorities living in Hungary in the work Of the N~tional 
Assembly as referred to in Article 2(2) of the Fundamental Law shall be ensured for the first 
time in the work of the Nation_a_l Assembly formed after the first general election of Members 
of the National Assembly after the entry into force of the Fundamental Law. 1 
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22. The entry into force of the Fundamental, Law shall not affect any deci_sion of the N ,tional 
Assembly or the Government made before that entry into force and under Act XX of 1949 on 
the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary on the deployment of the Hungarian Dbfence 
Forces within Hungary or abroad, on the deployment of foreign armed forces in Hungary or 
departing from the territory of Hungary, as well as on stationing the Hungarian DI' fence 
Forces abroad and of foreign armed forces in Hungary. 

23. In a declared 

a) state of national crisis, the provisions of the Fundamental Law on the state of n tional 
crisis, . I 
b) state of emergency, if it was declared due to armed actions aimed at overthrowing _the 
constitutional order or at exclusively acquiring power, or in the event of serious Jets of 
violence massively endangering life and property, committed with weapons oti with 
instruments capable of causing death, the provisions of the Fu_ndamental Law on the state of 

emergency, · _ I 
c) state of emergency, if it was declared due to a natural disaster or industrial accident 
massively endangering life and property, the provisions of the Fundamental Law on th~ state 

of danger, _ I 
d) state of preventive defence, the provisions of the Fundamental Law on the state of 
preventive defence, · I 
e) state defined in Section 19/E of Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the Repu lie of 
Hungary, the provisions of the Fundamental Law on unexpected attack, and 

f) state of danger, the provisions of the Fundamental Law on the state of danger 

shall apply. 

24. (I) Anyone prohibited from participating in public affairs under a final sentence at the 
entry into force of the Fundamental Law shall not have the right to vote and to be voted for 
whHe the prohibition is in force. I _ 
(2) Anyone und_er guardianship restricting or excluding his or her capacity to act under a final 
judgment at the entry into force of the Fundamental Law shall not have the right to vote and 
to be voted for until such guardianship is terminated or until a court establishes the exi~tence 
of his or her right to vote and to be voted for. I 
25. (I) Section 12(2) of Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the Republic ofHunJarr in 
force on 31 December 2011 shall, until 31 December 2013, apply to the delivery of any local 
government property to the State or another local government. i 

' 
(2) Section 44/B(4) of Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the Republic of Hundary in 
force on 31 December 2011 shall apply unti!J I December 2012. After 31 December 2011, an 
Act, or a government decree b_ased oil aµt!torisation by an Act may specify functiof s and 
powers of state administration for local government clerks. 1 

' (3) Section 22(1) and (3) to (5) of Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the Republic of 
Hungary in force on 31 December 2011 shall apply until the entry into force of the Cli.rdinal 
Act referred to in Article 5(8) of the Fundamental Law. The National Assembly shall! adopt 
the cardinal Act referred to in Articles 5(8) and 7(3) of the Fundamental La~ by 3? June 
2012. ' 

i 
(4) Until 31 December 2012, a cardinal Act may provide that, for the adoption of certain 
decisions of the National Assembly, a qualified majority shall be required. · 
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26. The following shall be repealed: I 
I 

a) Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary, 
I 

b) Act I of 1972 on the amendment to Act XX of 1949 and the consolidated text of the 
Constill!tion of the People's Republic of Hungary, 

c) Act XXXI of 1989 on the amendtnefit to the Constitution, 

d) Act XVI of 1990 on the amendment to the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary, I 
e) Act XXIX of 1990 on the ame.ndment to the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary, 

t) Act XL of 1990 on the amendment to the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary, 

g) the Amendment to the Constitution dated 25 May 20 I 0, 

h) the Amendment to the Constitution dated 5 July 2010, 

i) th.e Amendments to the Constitution dated 6 July 20 I 0, 

j) the Amendments to the Constitution dated 11 August 20 I 0, 
I I. 

k) Act CXIII of 2010 on the amendment to Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution iof the 
Republic of Hungary, · 

I) Act CXIX of 2010 on the amendment to Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution 'of the 
. . I 
Republic of Hungary, ; 

m) Act CLXIII of2010,on the amendment to Act XX of 1949 on the Constitutionlofthe 
Republic of Hungary, I 

n) Act LXI of201 l on the amendment to Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the Ri,public 
of Hungary required for the adoption of certain transitional provisions related to the 
Fundamental Law, 

. I 

o) Act CXLVI of 201 I on the amendment to Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the 
Republic of Hungary, and 

I 

p) Act CLIX of 2011 on the amendment to Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution bf the 
Republic of Hungary. 

We, the Members of the National Assembly elected on 25 April 2010, being aware of our 
responsibility before God and man and in exercise of our constituent power, hereby adopt this 
to be the first unified Fundamental Law of Hungary. 

"MAY TIIERE BE PEACE, FREEDOM AND ACCORD" 
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8. Forward
"Hungary Plans 
Synagogue .. ." 

News~ Breaking~ 

Hungary Plans Synagogue Amid Rise of Anti-Semitic 
· Jewish List· Jobbik Party 
ByJTA 

January 27, 2013 

The Jewish community of Budapest has announced plans to build a new synagogue for the first time:in So years. 

i 
The foundation st.one for the new synagogue in Budapest's Csepel district is scheduled to be laid in a ceremony on 

Sunday, International Holocaust Remembrance D.iy, attended by leaders of Hungary's Jewish com"/unity and senior 

government officials. I 

' 

"It attests as to the vitality of the Jewish commµnity," reacl an announcement about the event, on the website of the 

Federation of Hungarian Jewish Communities, or Maisihisz-a body representing many of the orga~izationsthat belong 
I . 

to Hungary's Jewish community of approximately 90,000. 
' I 

The land for the new synagogue was donated by the municipality, the Federation said, and constru~ion costs were 

mostly raised by the Jewish community of the Hungarian capital's South Pest district, BZSH. Construction is expected. o 

end before November 2014. 

Among the people set to officialte at the ceremony is Andras Kerenyi, the president of that community, who in Octobe 

was physically assaulted by two men who hurled anti-Semitic insults at him as they beat him. He managed to follow the, 

after they ran away, which led to their arrest. · · I 1·~-

I 

Want unlimited access to Jewish news, opinion, culture and more? Try 1 month for $1! 

https:llforward. comJnews/bre_aking-news/170018/hungary-plans-synagogue-amid;,rise-of-anti--semitic/ 1/2 
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"There are worrying trends in Hungary as represented by the anti-Semitic Jobbik party, but at the same time there is a 

vibrant Jewish comrriunity and much attentiveness to thl!ir needs and welfare on the part of many i government," said 
' 

Joel Rubinfeld, co-chair of the European Jewish Parliamcint, who returned last week to Belgium fro a round of talks 

with Hungarian officials on curbing anti-Semitism there. 

The Forward's independe. ntjournali.sm depends on donations from readers like you. Now you can 1oilbleyour 
donation! Simply donate $120 or more and your gift will be matched dollar for dollar. 

Support the Forward I 

Tagged as: anti-semitic, hungary,jewish list, jobbik, synagogue 

Author· 

Copyright ©2018The Forward Association, Inc.All rights reserved. I Contact I Privacy Policy I Terms&Conditions I Trademarks I About 
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h~s:/lforward.com/newsJbreaking"'"news/170018/hung·a:ry-plans-SynagogUe-a:mid-rise-of-anti-semitic/ 212 

Received byNSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 



5/9/2018 

I 
Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM • 

1 vn• 9. Israel National News-
1;,li!: "Budapest's Old Synagogue 

I -

_ Reopensr 

- - . - I 

Budapest's Oldest 1 Synagogue Reopens 
Obuda Synagogue, built in the eighteenth century, officially re-,.openedlin time 
.for Rosh Hashanah 
9115/201 O ,1<"»l!ln •il!Jn:i. 'r ,Elad Benari 

The oldest synagogue in Hungary's capital Budapest reopened last week, just in time to 
.mark Rosh Hashanah 

people participated at the Obuda Synagogue's dedication ceremony earlier this 1
1
500 

month, among them Hungary's Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjn and Israel's Chief Rabbi 
.Vona Metzger _ [ 

The Obuda Synagogue was constructed in 1737, at a time when the Jewish com[11unity in 
Obuda was the largest i_n Hungary. The present building replaced it on the same rite in 
.1820 _ I 

During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the local Jewish community ihrank as 
Jews moved into the twin city of Pest. At_ its height in 1940, Hungary's Jewish corlimunity 
consisted of about 800,000 Jews, with Budapest having 125 synagogues. Hunga

1

ry was 
occupied by Germany later in the war, in 1944, and most of its Jews were deport~d by the 
Nazis to concentration camps where they were subsequently ki_lled. Only about 200,000 
.Hungarian survived the Holocaust _ _ I 
After the war, Hungary became a communist state, and in 1960, the Obuda Synagogue, 
which had remained standing all this time, was appropriated by the government and used 
.as a studio for a state-run television network [ 

During his speech at last week's rededication ceremony, Deputy Prime Minister Semjn said 
that the event is significant not only to the Jewish people but also to the Hungaria'.n 
government. He said that even though communism formally ended in Hungary 20 years 
ago, the reopening of the Obuda Synagogue is a symbol to the real end to c:ommlmism. 
"Every house of prayer, regardless of religion, represents the hurnan being's conhection 

with G-d. E:veryone has a need to have a connection with his Creator, so taking a\µay 
".synagogue takes away the individual's freedom to have t_his bond ' 

Because of the Holocaust, a lot of people didn't come back to their places in this"l 
synagogue," said Chief Rabbi Metzger about the synagogue's re-opening. ''A_nd fter some 
years, the Communists took it and changed it into a textile museum and then into\a studio 
for television. So to come here after 50 years s_hows us that the Jewish renaissar;ice in 
".Hungary is real i 

Israeli Prime Minister l;liny@min Netanyahu and President Shimon Peres also took part in 
the celebration, through letters they sent to the community's members. Netanyahw 
described the re-opened synagogue as "the symbol of a Jewish renaissance" and Peres 
".wished for the synagogue to "be a house of prayer for everyone 

Leading the renewed Obuda Synagogue will be Rabbi Shlomo Koves. "This is the moment 
.-when the Torah is installed-that makes the building a synagogue, a sanctuary," he said 

https :/A.wrw.israelnationalnews.coni/Generic/Generic/Send·Print?print= 1 &type=O&item= 139626 
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Rabbi Koves admitted he is concerned about re-emerging extremism in Hungary, as the far 
right Movement for a Better Hungary became the third largest party in recent elebtions. 
However, he said that he believes Iha.I the ongoing renovation of I.he Obuda Synbgogue is 
the best way .to fight extremism. "The communit, on its own, renovated this synagogue, and 
uses it again for its original purpose, for prayers. And that is the answer to all thbse voices 
that are here [representing] the strengthening anti-Semitism and the strengtheni~g racism. 
The best answer is to build (and] to get th~ community together and show that w~ are still 
living and give the people the chance to gq back to their own identity .. ." he told Vloice of 
.America · 

The synagogue will continue to carry its original name, Kehal Adas Yehsurin, and will also 
.be known as Beil Knesset Chabad-1,.ubavitch I 

Hungary today is home to one of Central and Eastern Europe's largest Jewish cJmmunities, 
with some 100,000 Jews currently living in the country. It is hoped that the re-op~ning of the 
.Obuda Synagogue will encourage the same in other old synagogues throughout Europe 

. . . . -- I . 
I 

Arutz Sheva www.israelnatlonalnews.com 
your Israel news site I 

Arutz Sheva,I your Israel news site 
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'Uborkaszezon' -which literally translates as 'cucumber season', probably 

taken from the German equivalent 'Sauergurkenzeit- may be the most 

frequently used term in hot summer rnonths by anyone involved in 

the public life of Hungarian-speaking communities around the world. 

In practice, this usually means that nothing ever happens in politics 

between the end of June and the beginning of September. I assure you 

that the July edition of Focusir;g on Hungorywill prove the old wisdom 

wrong. 

July brought exciting developments in Hungarian foreign policy: the 

country took over the Presidency of the Visegrad Group and started 

the term very strongly. First, President of Egypt Abdel Fattah el-Sisi paid 

a visit to Budapest and participated in a meeting of the V4 head_s of 

government. Later in the rnonth, Hungarian Prime MinisterViktorOrban 

and the other V4 leaders gathered once again to hold talks with Benjamin 

Netanyahu, the Prime Minister of Israel-an event that we should simply 

call historicaL Szazadveg's International Analyst, Zs6fia Agardy, covers 

this topic in the current issue. 

Another feature of historical significance this month was an event of 

both regional and global importance: the visit of Donald J. Trump, the 

President of the United States, to Warsaw. Senior International Analyst 

Gergely Berzi discusses the key takeaways of the Presidential visit in the 

current edition. 

July is also home to the most significant Hungarian political gathering 

of the summer - the Balvanyos Open University, held in Tusnadfurdo 

[Baile Tu~nad]. Romania. The highlight of the intellectual program of 

t_he festival has long been Viktor Orb.In's address, which did not fail 

to provoke thoughts and reactions this year, either. I am proud that 

Szazadveg Foundation continued its year-by-year growing presence at 

the festival: we hosted, moderated and participated in various panel 

discussions and other events during the week-long program. Our take on 

the PM's speech this year is reflected in a piece by Szazadveg's Director 

for Foreign Affairs David J. Szabo. 

! 
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We continue the publication of analytical pieces on the results of our 2"' 

annual representative EU-wide opinion survey, Project 28. The team of 

Szazadveg's Economic Policy Research Group provides in-depth analysis 

on what we call the "shrinking middle-class" syndrome, as perceived by 

the European electorate. 

Last but not least, Szazadveg's polling team introduces the results ofour 

domestic opinion poll digging into Hungarians' perception of the 2017 

World Aquatics C:hampionships hosted by Budapest, and its implications 

for national identity. 

With this mental picture of refreshing, clear blue waters, I wish you a 

great summer holiday and look forward to presenting you with the next 

issue of Focusing on Hungary in one month's time. 

Zsolt Barthel-Ruzsa 
Chairman 

J 
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With his 2017 speech atthe Balvanyos Summer University in TusnadfGrdci 

[Baile Tu~nad], the Prime Minister of Hungary kicked off the long 

political season leading up to the 2018 election early and in powerful 

fashion. Having been in power for over seven years, Orban provided 

the audience with his narrative for his cabinets' most important policy 

actions. Furthermore, he made another step towards transforming the 

definition of the country's 2010-2017 foreign policy into something that 

might one day be called "the Orban doctrine". 

His annual speech at the Balvanyos Summer University has for a long time 

represented a cornerstQne of PM Orban's annual political calendar. The 

analytical consensus puts his Transylvanian speech alongside the usual 

State of the Nation address as the most important public addresses of 

the year, and it often helps define the PM's vision both in the domestic 

and in the foreign policy realm. (His off-the-record speech at the annual 

gathering of Fidesz's intellectual cirdes in Kptcse i_s t.he only other occasion 

matching the importance of those two events.) 

In 2017, the Prime Minister's speech had a dual structure, with both 

parts focusing on the notion of a strong Hungary. In the first part, Orban 

explained what his governments have done in this respect since 2010, 

while the second described the external circumstances and room for 

maneuver the country currently enjoys. While the first part of the speech 

is an accurate account of the most significant policy decisions of the last 

seven years, one may also draw from it a picture of the challenges the 

Prime Minister considers to be the most important. His answers during 

the Q&A session contain a few sen.te(lces that may serve as the Prime 

Minister's unwritten foreign and security policy .credo. 

A RESULTS-DRIVEN DOMESTIC AGENDA FOR 
THE MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL WELL-BEING OF 
HUNGARIANS 

In Orban's problem and outcomes map, which may also serve as a 
guide to the results-based part of the messaging for his 2018 election 

campaign, the economic well-being and subsequent strengthening of 

' 
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DIR(CTOR FOR 

FOREIGN MFAIRS 

i 

In Orban's probleh, and 
outcomes map, Jhich may also 
serve as a guide tb the res·ults
based part of thelmessaging 
for his 2018 elec~on campaign, 
the economic well-being and 
subsequent stren

1
gthening of 

Hu_ngary's Citizen 
1 
takes center 

stage. 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 



Hungary's citizens takes center stage: he mentioned fiscal and monetary 

consolidation, as well as public and foreign private debt reduction, as 

important first steps early in his first term, followed by facilitation of 

the retu_rn of economic.growth and promotion of job creation (these we 

witnessed between 2012 and 2015), and, last but not least, triggering 

investment in innovation and technology, which is the greatest challenge 

and opportunity the government faces now. 

The PM assigned demography, as the strategically most significant 

challenge the country is now facing, a prominent role in his speech, 

citing that family support policies and income redistribution in favor of 

families with children are necessary but insufficient factors in reversing 

the demographic decline. 

The hard and soft security of Hungarians were emphasized through 

the need to improve the Hungarian military, as well as maintenance 

of strict border protections, including the Southern borde_r fence, and 

strengthening of national identity while preserving cultural identity,. 

which is most starkly threatened by irregular mass migration. 

Though the st_rongest foreign policy statements were part of the Q&A 

session, it is worth mentioning that the Prime Minister named three areas 

where hi_s government plans to further improve its results: fighting for a 

strong say in the debate on the distribution of power between Bru_ssels and 

the EU member states; further strengthening the Visegrad Cooperation; and 

continued responsibility for Hungarian communities living outside Hungary. 

NATIONAL INTEREST ABOVE ALL - AN UNWRITTEN 
FOREIGN POLICY DOCTRINE? 

To conservatives and realists, foreign policy driven by the national 

interest is a self-evident fact rather than a doctrine. The notion had, 

however, been regarded as outright provocation by W~stern elites - until 

the inauguration speech of US President Donald J. Trump, in which he 

restored the predominant place for national interest in foreign policy 

thinking and rhetoric. 

- j 

It refiects somet ing that 
we can already c II an era in 

H{Jngarian foreig~ policy- an 
era charac't:erizedj by a national
interests based, pragmatic and 
balanced foreign bolicy in which 
belonging to stab'le and lasting 
alliances and gro~pings, such as 

the NATO, the EUI and the 
Visegrad Group, does not in any 

I 
way prevent the country from 
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the international 

1
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on mutual, mostli economic and 
stability interests.I 
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Answering a question from the audience, the Prime Minister stated that 
"the guiding star of Hungary's foreign policy is Hungarian interest. Our 
one and only duty is to shape Hungary's external relations in a way 

that serves the Hungarian interest. [ ... ] What we need to do - though 

this is harder, more complicated, but not impossible - is, we need to 
shape a relationship with every single country that is important from the 

perspective of our existence, such that our success is in their interest, 

too. This is the art." Orban went on to mention Russia, the USA, China, 
Israel and Turkey as successful examples of bilateral cooperation, adding 

later that the only missing piece of the puzzle is Brussels. ''This is a task 
to solve after the upcoming elections. It is not impossible, I see a c.hance 

for this, there will be a deal, but we need more time for that." 

The above formulation and logic, together with Orban's notion that 
his government has been working according to these principles for the 

last seven years, reflects something that we can already call an era in 
Hungarian foreign policy- an era characterized by a national-interests

based, pragmatic and balanced foreign policy in which belonging to stable 
and lasting alliances and groupings, such as the NATO, the EU and the 

Visegrad Group, does not i.n any way prevent the country from forging 
dynamic cooperations with all other relevant actors in the international 

arena, based on mutual, mostly econom.ic and stability interests. 

One may like it or not. Underestimating Orban's logic and the strategic 

vision would, however, be a major mistake. 

SOU RU: 0E'FICIAL FACEBOOK P/1.GE OF PRIME_ MINISHR V1K1011 ORBAN 

----~------------------ .. 

6 
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Between 14 and 30 July, Hungary hosted the largest sport event in its 

history: the 17'" FINA World Aquatics Championships for swimmers, 

divers, synchronized swimmers and water polo players. The event was 

a central topic in both social and political discourse, which is why the 

Szazadveg Foundation completed two rounds ofpublic opinion polls of 

the Hungarian population regarding their awareness, acceptance and 

opinions in relation to the World Aquatics Championship and its opening 

ceremony. 

STRONG PUBLIC SUPPORT 

The poll results show that more than three quarters of the population -

78%-supported Hungary's hosting of the World Aquatics Championship, 

while only 16% of respondents were against it. 

- ----- - --- ----------
DO YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE HUNGARY HOSTING 
THE WORLD AQUATICS CHAMPIONSHIP,$ THI~ YEAR? {9') :Ii. 

-- - ---- -- - ---- ----- -- -- -
'.OLJR(E, siAz11.ovEG F □UNOATION 

■ Support 

l!I Oppose 

11 Don't know /Refused 

SUCCESSFUL OPENING CEREMONY 

In the days following the opening of the championships (15-16 July 2017, 

500-person sample, CATI [computer-assisted telephone interviewing] 

technique), according to the first round of research results, virtually 

1 

ARON H-IDvtG1 
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the entire Hungarian population had heard about the Hungarian World 

Aquatics Championships: 99% of the population were aware that the 

championships were being held in Hungary. There was also a high level 

of interest towards the opening ceremony: nearly two thirds of adult 

residents (72%) saw the ceremony or heard about it in the news. More 

than one in every three people (35%) watched the entire ceremony -

most of them following t_he televi_sion coverage -while 37% saw some 

of it or heard about it on the news. 

The vast majority of people who watched all or part of the event -

83% - liked the opening ceremony, only 16% were left with a negative 

impression, while 1% did not have an opinion on the issue. 

PROUD HUNGARY, PROUD BUDAPEST 

In the second round of the survey, between 21 and 25 July, 1,000 people 

were contacted via telephone, focusing on sentiments and attitudes 

toward_s the event. 

-- ---- ~---- - --- - - -
DO YOU THINK BUDAPEST AND HUNGARY CAN BE PROUD THAT 
B\JDAPEST ARE HOSTING THE WORLD AQUATICS CHAMPIONSHIPS?(%") 2 

SOURCE· 5ZA2ADViG FOUNDATION 

11 Not proud at all 

11 Not very proud 

■ Quite proud 

■ Very proud 

□ Don't know/Refused 

8 

Virtually the entirie Hungarian 
population had heard about 
the Hungarian W6rld Aquatics 

I 
Champion.ships: ~9% of the 
population were aware that the 
championships w~re being held 
in Hungary. 
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The results show that most Hungarians were proud of the fact that 

the World Aquatics Championships were being held in Hungary, and 

felt that both Budapest and Hungary could be proud of how they had 
' ' 

hosted a global event. Three quarters of respondents (74%) were proud , 
t_hat Hungary was hosting the World Aquatics Championships, while 

nearly one in two respondents (47%) reported being very proud. Half 

of the population (50%) felt that both Budapest and the count~y as a 
whole could be very proud that Budapest hosted the World Aquatics 

Championships, while one third (32%) were quite proud of the country. 

In total, l5% responded negatively to the question, while 3% couldn't 

provide an answer. 

The survey also demonstrated that the vast majority of the population 

(93%) reported a positive impact if Hungarian athletes perform 
exceptionally: three quarters (74%) are very proud, while every fifth 

person is quite proud, while only 7% reported being either hardly or not 

at all affected by the results of the Hungarian athletes. 

THE CENTER OF INTEREST AND ATTENTION 

Th.ere was great interest not only for the opening ceremony, but also for 

the sporting events themselves. 79% of the adult population followed 

t_he eve.nts of the World Aquatics Championships in some shape or form. 

THE IMPACT OF THE WORLD AQUATICS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Several questions were asked to map the population's deeper sentiments 

and thoughts regarding the hosting of t_he World Aquatics Championships. 

Most of t_he population shared the opinion that it was worth hosting 

the World Aquatics Championships in Budapest because it introduces 
Hungary to the world, as well as encouraging tourism. 89% of respondents 

agreed with the first idea to some extent - every second respondent 

fully agreed-while 81% of participants in the survey believe that it was 

beneficial for tourism. Almost three quarters (73%) of the Hungarian 

population believe that the hosting the event shoul.d ma.ke t_he H11ngarian 

') 

There was great i 
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ARE YOU FOLLOWING THE WORLD AQUATICS CHAMPIONSHIPS?(%) 3 
------ -

SOURCE: 5ZAZAD\IEG FOUNDATION 

■ Yes 

■ No 

■ Don't know/Refused 

population proud that Hungary is capable af hosting such an event. 
More than half (59%) of respondent believe that hosting a prominent 

sporting event is beneficial for job creation: one in every four respondents 

fully agrees that the World Aquatics Championship created new jobs, 

more than one in three respondents (36%) partly agree, while 38% of 

respondents were skeptical of there being more jobs. It is also evident 

that more than half agree with the statement that the Budapest World 

Championships strengthen the togetherness of the Hungarian people: 
one fifth of respondents (21%) completely agree, and 38% partly agree. 

According to the results of the survey, three quarters of the population 

reject the idea that hosting the World Aquatics Championships in Budapest 
destroys the country financially. 43% of respondents completely disagree 

with this, while nearly one third (31%) partly reject the statement, while 

one quarter of respondents (23%) i.n some way agrlc!e with this statement. 

I www.s,:az:1Uv~g.ht1 
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On 18July, Israeli Prime Mi_ni_ster Benjamin Netanyahu arrived in Hungary 

for a four-day visit, an unusually long stay in the diplomatic world, creating 

an opportunity for Mr. Netanyahu to also strengthen his relationship 

with Hungarian PM, Viktor Orban on a less formal basis. The visit bears 

genuine historic significance, as it was the first time for an Israeli Prime 

Mirilster in office to come to Hungary for almost 30 years. 

One could clearly observe that the international press was puzzled by 

the striking gestures mutually displayed by·the two prime ministers, as 
it became apparent that Hungary is among the most pro-Israel countries 

in the EU. Relations with Israel aretruc_ially importantforthe Hungarian 

government, as Israel is not only a bastion of the Jewish-Christian Western 

civilization in the Middle East, and the region's only stable democracy, 

it i_s also t_he thi_rd largest real foreign investor in Hungary, according to 

the Hungarian National Bank's analysis. 

This means that forging a relationship with Israel is not only a moral 

duty but of fundamental economic interest of Hungary. In terms of 

effective cooperation, it is worth noting that Europe's second largest 

Jewish population is to be found in Hungary and is experiencing a 

social, economic ·and cultural ren_ai_ssa_nce. Th.ere are few governments 

in Europe where Jewish culture and heritage and the preservation of 

Jewish traditions receive such significant government support. According 

to our own estimations, since 2011, the Government of Hungary has 

provided support for Hungarian Jewi_sh i,n t_he am_ount of HUF 19 billion 

(approx. EUR 61 million), with synagogues and community spaces being 

renewed all over the country and the initiation of a national program for 

the restoration of Jewish cemeteries. The GoH, furthermore, undertook 

the responsibility for the country to host the 2019 European Maccabi 

Games, providing financing for the organizational costs and the physical 

infrastructure of the event with an expected participation of thousands 

of Jewish athletes from all over Europe and other regions. 

"fhe Israeli PM's visit hacl not, at a.II times, seemed to become the success 

story which it finally turned outto be: a historically significant Hungarian 

Jewish interest group, MAZSIHISZ [Association of Jewish Communities 

in Hungary] had been intensely lobbying the Government of Israel to 

II 
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express concerns or even cancel the visit due to the GoH's billboard 

campaign putting the portrait of Hungarian-born billionaire George 

Soros, who himself has Jewish roots, in focus. The Ambassador of Israel 

to Hungary caused some excitement with.in the MFA of Israel when he 

issued a statement openly criticizing the GoH for the billboard campaign, 

just days before the visit. Yossi Amran's statement, however, was later 

corrected by Jerusalem in a way that made it clear that the State of 

Israelis just as concerned about George Soros' nontransparentpolitical 

activities against the Jewish state, played out through NGOs, as PM 

Orban's cabinet is. 

The bilateral part of the visit itself was characterized by mutual gestures: 

the two heads of government put a firm stop to the hysteria suirounding 

comments made on former governor of Hungary Mikl6s Horthy. Following 

the 18 July meeting, during a shared press conference the Hungarian 

Prime Minister once again~ and perhaps more unequivocally than ever 

before-acknowledged t.he responsibility ofthe Hungarian state for the 

crimes committed against its Jewish citizens during the Second World 

War. "I sought to clearly articulate that in an earlier period in history, 
when it foiled to protect Hungary's citizens of Jewish origin, Hungary's 
government.not only committed on error, but a crime. I would like to make 

· it clear that, as we see it, it is the duty of every Hungarian government 
to protect every one of its citizens - regardless of their origins. In the 
Second World War Hungary foiled to fulfil this duty - this moral and 
political duty. This was a crime. Then, instead of protecting the Jewish 
community, we decided to collaborate with the Nazis. I also made it clear 
to the Honorable Prime Minister that this can never happen again: in the 
future the Hungarian government shall protect all af its citizens" - said 

Mr. Orban. 

In his reply Netanyahu thanked the Hungarian PM ("I appreciate that. 
These are important words.") and underlined that though they were 

aware ofthe past, it was more importantto look to the future. The parties 

reinforced Netanyahu's words by emphasizing the need for tangible 

measures of deepening the bilateral economic cooperation. Netanyahu 

also thanked Orban for "standing up far Israel in the international forums", 
claiming that this way he also stood on the side of truth. 
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alongside shared values and common interests. Out of the latter, migration The biggest sum7ss of the 

is a premier mutual point of interest, with both countries placing a strong meeting and evid;ence of 

emphasis on border protection, especially given the fact that both the importance 0
/ future 

governments have come under sharp criticism for their border protection 

policy. Israel, furthermore, is key to stability in the Middle East, from where 

a significant proportion of migrants arrived to Europe in the past years. 

It must also be noted that it is in the national interests of both Israel 

and Hungary to restrict - especially the illegal - migration influx, as a 

growth in the Muslim population in Israel and in Europe is likely to lead 

to a rise in anti-Semitism, putting the Jew.ish communities oflsrael and 

Western Europe at further risk. 

Hungary and Israel share their firm commitment to national sovereignty 

and democracy: "I'm convinced that, in today's world, the successful 
governments ore patriotic governments. And I'm also convinced that in 
the future success will belong to those countries which, in their words 
and actions, do not discard notional identity and the national interest, 
but perhaps place them before all else" -said Viktor Orban, summarizing 

his sympathy for the Israeli Prime Minister. 

The four-day visit included another highlight: a brand-new forrnat of 

cooperation in a V4+ Israel summit. Agreement was made during the 

meeting regarding cooperation on anti-terrorism, as well as the creation 

of a shared working gro1.1p between the V4 and Israel in the field of 

technological cooperation. The biggest success of the meeting and 

evidence of the irnportance of future cooperation was that Netanyahu 

invited the prime ministers of the Visegrad countries to Israel, meaning 

that the dialogue initiated in Budapest will continue in 2018. 

In the follow-up press conference Orban emphasized that the EU-Israel 

relationswere not at a sufficient level as of present. "We would like these 
relations to be governed by rationality, and far criticism of Israel to be 
replaced by the opening of the gate to cooperation with the country -
ond the creation of this possibility'' - stated Orban, who then declared 

that "For its port Hungary will represent this political viewpoint within 
the European Union". 
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As far as first foreign speeches go, Donald Trump's remarks to the people 

of Poland were indeed historic. While his remarks were heavily criticized 

by some of the leading Western European politicians, the US president 

spoke the same language as the governments and peppl.es of the Visegrad 

Region. For the most part, the address can be interpreted as a thoughtful 

courtship of the grateful Polish crowd, but it was als.o a clear message of 

support aimed at like-minded Central European countries, and a warning 

directed at the whole of Western civilization. 

It is easy to draw comparison between President Trump's Warsaw 

speech and President Obama's famous address at Cairo University, often 

referred to as "A New Beginning", which is also already remembered 

as a landmark in the history of US presidential speeches abroad. One 

can only hope that the list of similarities end right there, because eight 

years after the Cairo address, which was meant to redefine the dreadful 

relationship between the US and the Muslim world, the Middle East is stil.1 

in disarray. The speech now symbolizes the huge gap between Obama's 

poor foreign policy legacy and the naive optimism that once surrounded 

his presidency. Speaking in Warsaw, President Trump "offered the core 

of what could become a governing philosophy ( ... ) a determined and 

affirmative defense of the Western tradition", as the editorial team of The 

Wall StreetJournal so well put it. So the stakes are once again incredibly 

high, and we Europeans should hope that the Trump administration does 

a better job at delivering on its goals. 

Location, location, location - of all the people in politics, Donald Trump, 

the billionaire real estate mogul turned US president, should best know 

the "three" most important factors determining property value. This 

partly applies to the first foreign speech of any political leader: location 

is definitely the first factor, the other two being substance and, most 

importantly, implementation. 

Most famous speeches are remembered by the city they were delivered in, 

and if you think of US presidents in Europe, you will most likely remember 

them visiting Germany. No need to go backt:OJohn F. Kennedy's "lch bin ein 

Berliner" speech or Ro.nald Reagan's call upon Mikhail Gorbachev to •tear 
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down this wall", which both happened in Berlin. Just think of President 

Oba ma's ever so friendly trips to Germany, which didn't cease after he 

left office. His closest ideological ally was clearly Angela Merkel, who was 

unanimously declared "the next leader of the free world" by the liberal 

mainstream media after Trump replaced Obama. Chancellor Merkel didn't 

do much to ease the ten.sion when she timed the latest heart-felt public 

conversation with Obama just hours before Trump arrived on his first visit 

to Europe, which was marked by conflicts and protests, It is no wonder that 

the president chose to deliver his first foreign speech in Warsaw, where he 

was greeted by a cheerful and friendly crowd. But convenience was not 

the most important factor in his decision. To put it bluntly, PresidentTrump 

wants to defend the traditional, Judea-Christian Western civilization from 

internal and external threats, and in this mission he can rely on his Central 

European allies more than on other current leaders on the continent. 

His landmark speech and his voluntary participation in the Three Seas 

Initiative summit of regional countries greatly inc.reased th';? significance 

of Central and Eastern Europe. Trump recognized that our region could be 

the key to dealing with the three major challenges that he perceives a.re 

threatening Western civilization - Russian aggression in the east, migration 

and terrorism from the Middle East, and the creeping bureaucracy that 

we in the European Union are all so familiar with. 

Trump's Warsaw speech should be interpreted as the direct sequel to 

his inaugural address, where he began to lay down the foundation of 

the new US foreign policy. Back then he said that the US "will seek 

friendship and goodwill with the nations of the world - but ( ... ) with 

the understanding thatit is the right of all nations to put their own 

inter(;?sts first" and will "not seek to impose our way of life on anyone, 

but rather to let it shine as an example for everyone to follow". This 

reflects an uncompromising stance for national sovereignty, which has 

been the bedrock of the Visegrad Cooperation as of late. With six months' 

worth of presidential experience, Trump continued to formulate his own 

doctrine, which is based on a traditional, but ever so re.levant approach: 

the West must defend itself if it wants to survive. Anyone who has paid 

any attention to Hungarian politics in recent years has to realize the 

apparent resemblance to the political philosophyofViktor Orban and his 

Trump recognize9 that our 
region could be the key to 
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government. The only major difference that comes to mind is the absence 

of the question of demography from Trump's narrative, In Europe, the 

future of Europe i.s very closely related to the European populations' 

ability to reverse their dramatic decline. For liberals and globalists, who 

want to build a multicultural, supranational European entity, unregulated 

mass migration is the answer, regardless of the c.ultural consequences. 

For con,servatives, who advocate the preservation of national sovereignty 

and our predominantly Judeo-Christian culture, perhaps the most 

important political goal of the century is to find an internal answer to 

our demographic crisis. It is yet unclear how President Trump aims to 

strengthen the West's "will to survive" and "confidence in our values", 

in order to "preserve our civilization in the face of those who would 

subvert and destroy it", But here in EurQpe, we know for certain that 

population growth is both the key to our civilization's survival and the 

unmistakable indicator of our chances. We a.lso don't know how the 

current US administration plans to accomplish its civilizational mission, 

but he is definitely looking in the right direction and at the right region. 

In conclusion, from Hungary's point of view: the fact that President 

Trump chose Warsaw as the location of his first foreign speech holds 

tremendous significance; the substance of his remarks are very 

consistent with the foreign policy of Hungary and with the worldview 
of the majority of our people; and we can sincerely hope that his 

administration successfully implements the foreign policy that was 

outlined in this landmark address. 
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One of the key lessons from Szazadveg's representative opinion poll 

Project 28, conducted in the 28 member states of the EU, is that while 

the middle. class in Western Europe and further afield in America, who 

seem to have lost t.he mQst due to globalization - think that things are 

going in the wrong direction, Hungary's citizens remain more confident. 

This may be explained by the fact that t.he Hungarian government has 

re-distributed HUF 1.1 billion annually for working families since 2011. 

GLOBAL PICTURE 

Through the tightening of international economic relations and job 

creation, in recent decades hundreds of millions of people have been 

lifted out of poverty in countries like India and China~ becoming members 

of the middle class in the process. Of course, this category contains a wide 

range of people: an income of just ten dollars a day places someone into 

this "global middle class". The richest people in the Western world have 

also greatly increased their income and wealth during the same period, 

- -- ---- - ----- ~--- --- - -- -- - - ' 

CHANGE IN REAL lNCOME BETW~EN 1988 AND 2008 l 
(CQUNTED IN 2005 INTERNATIONAL DOLLARS) 

' 
SOURCE: 8RANKO Mll.ANOVI( 12012) 
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mainly due to rising capital gains. there have, though, been "economic 

losers" along the way, namely the American and West European middle 

classes, best illustrated by the "Elephant curve" of the former World 

Bank Chief Economist, Branko Milanovic. 

The. table (1) shows the changes in real income according to income 

groups between 1.998 and 2008. It is apparent that people living in 

emerging economies (4Sth-6Sth percentile), and people with the highest 

income (98th percentile) were the clear winners in the decades before 

the crisis, while members of the global upper-middle class, i.e. the 
developed world's lower-middle class, were faced with stagnating or 
falling income. Although it i_s virtually impossible to identify the members 

of individual groups, we can say that people from countries such as 

France and the United Kingdom who receive a mont_hly income of EUR 

1,100-1,300 (e.g. workers in the traditional industrial sector) are to be 

found here, threatened not only by the outsourcing of jobs but also by 

robotiz_ation and automatization. 

EXPECTATIONS IN THE EU 

Despite the changes in income, many European citizens (48%) still 

consider globalization to be a positive process. One of the main reasons 

for this could be that the middle class in Western Europe is still in a 

relatively good position and have benefited mostfrom the rise in living 

standards as a result of technological innovations linked to globalization. 

At the same time, the unexpected result of the Brexit referendum 

underlines the political and social anxiety concerning the economic 

stagnation of Western Europe. 

The threat of the growing challenges is perhaps better illustrated by 

the fact that a significant majority of respondent_s thought that things 
were going badly in their country (60%). Among the member states of 

the EU, this was especially true of countries still suffering the effects 

of the economic crisis such as Greece, Italy and Spain. There was also 

significant dissatisfaction in several West European countries (Austria, 

Germany, France and Belgium). 
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THE EFFECTS OF GLOBALIZATION~ "WOULD YOU SAY ALTOGETHER 
GLOBALIZATION, THE RISE OF THE GLOBA~ ~CONOMY IS RATHER 2 
GOOD OR RATHER BAD TO YOUR COUNTRY? (RESULT OF EU 28, %)" , 

SOURCE· SzAzAovEG FOUNDATION, PROJECT 2S SURVEY 
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■ Don't k_now/Refused 

PERSPECTIVES ON COUNTRY- "GENERALLY SPEAKING, IN WHAT 
DIRECTION DO YOU THINK THAT THINGS ARE GOING IN YOUR 3 
COUN-iRY? (RESULTS OF .THE MEMBER STATES,%)" _ _ __ 

SOURCE SlAlADVfG FOUNDATION, PROIECT 28 SURVEY 
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Regarding the prospects for future generations, there is a difference 
between the new and old member states, with the Western member 
states being especially negative. Most of the Western European middle 

class, the economic losers in globalization, according to Milanovic, believe 

that their children will have either a worse or similar standard of living 

compared to today's. In contrast, the Baltic countries, Poland, Romania, 

Bulgaria and Hungary are more positive (by 15%) than the EU average. 

It is also interesting t_hat Latvia is the only country where the majority 

(51%) of people are optimistic. 

EVALUATION OF PERSPEHIVES FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS -
"DO YOlJ THINK YO\,IR GHl~DREN Q!l THE NEXT GENERATION ./i) 
WILL LIVE.? (RESULTS OF THE MEMBER STATES,%)". . " 

SOURCE; szAZAOVEG fouNOATION, f'R
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HUNGARY 

For Hungary the data is favorable: When ranking the 28 countries, 

Hungary stands in eighth place in terms of whether things in the country 

are going well, fifth place for how many people think that things are 

going very well and sixth place for thinking that things will be better 

for future generations. It is notable thatwhile Hungary has the second 

largest support in terms of commitment to the W (79% of respondents 

would vote yes to staying in the EU), the country also has the largest 

proportion (61%) of respondents who support econom.ic policy being 

in the hands of the individual nation state_ 

In contrast to Western countries, the Hungarian government's decisive 
steps to strengthen the position of working families might explain this. 
As a result of these actions, the economy grew by 12% and net real 

SUPPORT FOR THE EU - "HOW WOULD YOU VOTE IN A 
REFERENDUM ABOUT YOUR COUIIITRY TO STAY IN OR LEAVE THE EU? 5 
(RESULTS OF THE MEMBER STATES,%)" 

SOURCE: szAz11ovEG FoUNOATION, PROJECT 28 SURVEY 
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wages (with family tax credits) increased by 23% in Hungary between 
2010 and 2016. 

Since 2010, Hungary has successfully repaid its debts tot.he European 

Commission and the IMF within the allotted time without holding back 

economic performance, and has also successfully redistributed revenues 

produced at the Hungarian market by multinational companies to the 

middle classes. 

The increase in budget revenues is a result of a surplus due to favorable 

economic growth, income from special surtaxes in certain industries 

(HUF 552 billion in 2016), significant savings due to the reduction in the 

interest on the public debt as a proportion of GDP, and whitening the 

economy. The state has re-distributed this income directly to Hungarian 

workers and families with children through a reduced, flat rate personal 

income tax (15%), the Job Protection Action Plan, and family and first

home buyer tax credits. together, in the .last year alone these three 

initiatives have delivered a direct additional income of HUF 901 billion 

to the Hungarian middle class .. Free school meals and books were also 

supplied, while the government allocated a further HUF 228.1 billion to 

support families through camps for needy children and support provided 

for home creation. In total, therefore, the government has strengthened 
the middle class by providing HUF 1,100 billion annually, approximately 
3.1% of GDP. In addition to funds from the EU, these measures have 

played a significant role in the Hungarian economy becoming one of the 

engines of growth in Europe. 

22 

Most of the Western European 
middle class, the[economic 
losers in globaliz8tion, according 

I 

to Milanovic, believe that their 
children will havJ either a worse 
or similar standafd of living 
compared to today's. In contrast, 

I 
the Baltic countri·es, Poland, 
Romania, Bulgari~ and Hungary 
are more positivJ (by 15%) than 
the EU average. I 

' I \.\'\\·l\·.\Z<1z,1Jveg.hu 
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Following the publication of the 2017 results of our EU-wide public ·'' • , 

opinion research, Project 28, we organized a conference on 7th July, · '• , 

entitled ''Where is Europe Heading?", where the speakers gave thei'r ·· ' ·, ,_. ,, . · . ·. 

take on this question based on the results of our opinion poll. Following · 

the welcoming remarks of Tamas Llnczi, Director of the Center{or 

Political Analysis at Szazadveg, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Peter Szijjarto delive.red an opening speech, which was followed by 

Chairman Zsolt Barthel-Ruzsa's comprehensive presentation on the 2017 · 
findings of Project 28. Maria Schmidt, Director General of the House of 

Terror Museum, delivered a keynote speech, after which a roundtable 

discussion was held with a wide range of experts from the political a11d 

academic fields. 

- •' 

In mid-July, a sizeable Szazadveg delegation travelled to Transylvania,··-.-:~:-?s~"--"'-:,.,:-.-~·• · ... ::_' -,.......,...·.·~-,,,... •-·· .. "'"•·~·1,=;··:-. 

Romania, to participate in the 28th Balvanyos Open University and ~- · · '··,,, · · J 
Student Camp, an annual gathering in the Hungarian-majority town of · · , )-'fj 

" Tusnadfurdc5 [Baile Tu~nad]. Chairman Z_solt Barthel-Ruzsa participated in. 

a discussion on the future of Europe and Director for Foreign Affairs David 

J. Szabo chaired a panel on the role of Central Europe in transatlantic 

security cooperation in the Trump era, .Research Director Balazs Orban,·, 

arnong other commitments, joined a debate on nation states and 

supranationalism; Chief Economist Laszlo Gyorgy chaired a panel on 

digitalization, while Senior Research Fellow Bela Bauer participated iry : · 

two panels. Tamas Lanczi, Director of the Ce.nter for Political Analysis, 

led the assessment of the Project 28 research results, joined by Research . 

Fellow Norbert Arok, Senior Analyst Gergely Betzi and Senior Research·• 

Fellow Istvan Kiss. 

Director for Foreign Affairs David J. Szabo and Senior Analyst Gergely"-, 

Berz.i fulfilled an invitation by the Embassy of the People's Republic of 
China and discussed Hungarian domestic politics, China's tole in Centr'aL 

Europe and the future of bilateral relations on 27th July. __ ' ·, 

23 

' 
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FOCUSING on HUNGARY 

This month we organized two briefings for the diplomatic corps in Hungary. 

On 4 th July, Senior Research Fellow Laszlo Vertesy presented the results 

of our business cycle research, Balazs Dobos talked about unde.clared 

work and income in Hungary, and Bianka Speidl, Senioi Researcher of 

the Migration Research Institute, summarized the .conclusions of her 

interviews from Lebanon and Syria on the fate of Christians in the Middle 

East. On 26th July, we carried on with the latest findi.ngs of the business. 

cycle research, while Gergely Deak gave a presentation on the situation 

of Hungarian small and medium-si.zed enter'pris.es1 in the automotive 

industry, and Sandor Gallai, Academic Director of the Migration Research I . . . . . . 

Institute, gave a detailed report on the Hungarian V4 presidency. 

. ,., ' 

,' 
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Hungary says no to settlement labeling 12. The Jerusalem Post-
I 

May 9, 2018 Wednesday 24 lyyar 5778 
16:22 IST "Hungary'Says No To Settlement 

.I.Print • • a Pnnt 

[ Select La_nguage I ? i 

lliJERUSALEM POST 

EU Ccil'TlmiSSiOn approves lsr'aeli settlement product 
guid_e_lipes (Illustrative picture).(Photo by: 
REUTERS,J_POST STAFF) 

Hungary says no to settlement labeling 
By GREER FAY 
CASHMAN 

Labeling" 

1111612:)15 • • • • _ . • • -. . . I . 
Foreign M1mster states oppos1t10n to "1rrat10nal" gmdelmes, m presence of top EU reptes11ntat1ves. 
Hungary will not place special labels on products from the West Bank and the Golan Heights, 
Hungarian Foreign Minister Petet Szijjart6 told a breakfast meeting of the Israel c'ouncil on 
Foreign Relations in Jerusalem on M_ onday, char-acterizing the European Union's recision to affix 
special labels on such products as "irrational." I 

Sziiiart6, 37, who has been in politics since 1998, and a member of the National Assembly of 
Hungary since 2002, said on a lightning 24-hour visit to Israel labeling these prod~cts wm not 
co-_ntribute to a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian co-nflict and c-ould cause more pri! blems and 
damage. 

Disarmingly candid, he said at the outset he was going to "honest and frank," SOIY]ething Hungary 
has been noted for in Europe. "We have to teUthings as they are, especially in a t1·me of crisis, 
otherwise we can't come up\with a solution." 

Political correctness and hypocrisy, he declared, prevent the addressing of situati -ns as they 
should be. They are, he said, undermining Europe, which "has not faced so many\ challenges 
since World War II." , 

i 

https:/lvNlw.jpost. com/printarticle.aspx?id=434233 114 
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Huligary Says no to settlement labe_li,ng 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjart6 (photo credit: ANDRES LACKO).· 

There is a war in Europe, he said, citing Ukraine which is home to 150,000 Hungarian nationals. 
In addition, he said, there are many frozen territorial conflicts in Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Georgia and Moldova. In this cluster of countries, the only stable one with no territorial frozen 
conflict is Belarus, he said. 

In terms of economics, Europe is in an unsustainable situation and is lagging behind in the global 
race due in part to regionalization of economics and trade, said Szijjart6, who is also Hungary's 
trade minister. 

A couple of years back, when Europe looked at what was happening in the Middle East, he said 
there was an awareness of a terrorism threat that might extend to Europe, but nothing to worry 
about. Now, he said, "instead of the threat of terror, we h;we terror." 

Despite the gravity of those challenges, Szijjart6 singled out mass migration as "the greatest 
challenge that the EU has had to face since its foundation." 

In Europe, whoever speaks about rnass migration rather than refugee migration is instantly 
attacked and charged with being fascist, xenophobic or belonging to a dictatorship, he said, 
adding that because of the political correctness and hypocrisy in European politics there is no 
consensus and the situation cannot be properly addressed. ' 

https:/fw.Nvi./.jpost.com/prinlartide.aspx?id=434233 
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Htmgary says no to settlement labe6ng 

"This is not a refugee cris'.s," he insisted. This is ~ass immigration." . i . . 

He argued that people going from safe countnes like Hungary, Croatia and Macedonia to other 
' safe countries are not fleeing for their lives, but rather are seeking better lives anl better 

economic circumstances. 

''This is mass migration with an unlimited supP,ly," he said, n~ting that in Syria the. e are 12 million 
people, of whom 7.6 million are Internally Displaced Persons. Iraq has 4 million I DPs and there 
are more in countries such as Libya, Yemen, Afghanistan and Pakistan, he said, ihdicating that, 
all in all, there are 30 million to 35 million people living in war-tom areas, in poverty and under 
dictatorships "who could suddenly hit the road." ) 

So far, he said, 391,000 irregular immigrants have entered Hungarian territory anb 6,000 to 
10,000 are entering Greece on a daily basis. I 

Hungary has been under attack in Europe for building fences on its green borderJ with Croatia 
and Serbia, but Szillart6 said this does not mean Hungary absolutely refuses to abcept 
immigrants, but rather that people who want to come to the country have to enter through proper 
legal channels and go through passport control. 

"The ability to protect our borders is our number one priority. If you cannot protect. your borders, 
you cannot protect your territory and you cannot protect your citizens," he said, calling the mass 
migration a security issue because many young men among the migrants have b~en involved in 
armed conflict. ' 

Hungary, he boasted, is the only country in Europe that controls the influx of immigrants, saying: 
"We have solved our southern border issues," and that the 28 EU countries should be able to put 
together a military force to defend the southern borders of Greece from illegal immigration. 

"What happened in Paris last Friday is a strong wake-up call for European politicians," Szillart6 
said. "We must make serious decisions to protect our people because we are currently 
defenseless. We must get back the ability to control our borders. We should not be speaking 
about how to manage migration, but how to help these people to stay at home.'' 

Given its extensive experience in the matter, he said the EU must strengthen its cooperation with 
Israel in fighting terrorism; and stressed the importance of all superpowers being involved in the 
fight against ISIS "which is an everyday threat in Europe.'' 

Critical of the EU on almost every issue even though he knew that Lars Faaborg-Anderseri, the 
head of the EU delegation in Israel, was sitting with other EU ambassadors around the table at 
the King David Hotel, Szillart6 charged that Syria was the root cause of terrorism and said the 
most urgent question is not to decide who will be involved in Syria's future leadership, but how to 
create peace and stability in that country. Only afterwards, he said, should there be discussion on 
who. s~ould be involved in its leadership. 

"We need a very inclusive political dialogue," he said, adding that the fight against ISIS should be 
continuous and independent of any negotiations. 

https:llwww.jpost.com/printarticle.aspx?id=4342.33 314 
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Az EU es a cimkezes Cimkezes" • • I 

I 

2015-12-08 I0:55:00 I 
4 kornment 

IlanMor 
I Tetszik 11 Megosztas] 24 ember kedveli. Az- ismer6seid kOzOI t_e leh,etsz az elSO. 

lzraelben a politi.kai spektrum mindk:Ct oldat.an elkCpedve fogadtak azt a dOntest, amely arra kCtiySZeriti az eUr6pai im rtOrOket e_s 
vis_zontelad6kat, hogy az izraeli telepekrol szartnaz6 arukat Uj, kOtelezOje\OICSs~l l_.iss~ el_. A dOnt_Cs csak lzraelt Crinti,I ilyesfCle cimkCk 
egyetlen m3Sik Vitatott tertilet termCkeire se ker0ln6m:k ra. E tep_Cs hatasara .rvokeresen megv!lltozhatnak: a: kapcsola:tai~k. sajnos nem 
e!Onyiikre. ! 

Eur6pa Izrael elsO szAmll kereskedelmi es Uzleti partnere. Ors'iagunk az eUTOpai partne.rek S?5VetsCgese a KOzel•Kelete~. ahol oly sok nehez. 
sCggel tala1komak. Mindennel fon~osabb azon_ban, hogy orsziigaink jOvOjet ugyanazon humanista eszri16k szellemeben kepzeljilk el. 

! 

E rokons:igra alapoZ\,-a az elmU.lt hOn~pokban t6bb sikeres diplom3.ciai talilkozO is lezajlott Izrael Cs az EU kOZOtt. Benjamin Netanjahu 
miniszterelnO_k a nyar elOtt.ketszer is talalkozott Federic·a MogheriO:i killUgyi es bi~nsagpoliti_kai tokepvisel6 asszonnYal Jeruzsalemben, 
majd New Yorkban. Szeptemberben pedig Jzrael mi_nisztereln5~e Jeruzs.ilemben fogadta Donald Tu:skot, az Eur6j)ai Tana.cs elnOk6t. 

Benjamin Netanjahu egyertelmUen leszOgezte: Izrael tovabbra is elkOtelezetten ki8.ll a ket_a,J.l_amos megoldcis mellett. A c6lunk, hogy a ket 
nepnek k6t kiilOn cillama lehessen. A 11Jinisztereln6k azOta t0bbsz6r is kijelentette, hogy konkr6t megold.isokat kell kere"sniink, Cs kOzvetlenii_l 
a p~leszt_inok vezetOivel kell ta!gyalni, akal' Jeruzsal.emben, akfil' Ramallahban. 

Az EU vezetOi kifejeztek eltOk6ltsCguket a kOzel•keleti bekefolyania:t t.imogat_3,?ilbap_. Ez n_agyon ICnyeges pont. Izrael cirOmmel fogadja 
EurOpa ezeri tOrekvCsCt. 

Tenyleges eredm6nyek eteresehez azonban a lehet6 legszorosabb egyilttmllkOdes s~Cges_. amelyet bizalomra. nyitottscigra es partatlansiigra 
kell alapozili. 

' Izrael sajnalattal Veszi tµdomiisµl, Q.ogy az EU politikai okok Cs a bojkottmozgalom altal motiv3lva pCldatlah es diszkrintinativ. a?: izra_el_i 
termekeket megkiilonboztet6 lepesekhez folyamodik; epp akkor, amikor lzrael az oss.zes polgarat veszelyezteto terrorhullam ellen kiizd. Az 
izraeliek ha.ta.val es elismeressel hallgattak_ Szi.ijart6 Peter ld.i_liigyminiszter beszedet, aid jeruzsalemi litogatasakot, november 16-all 

.,irrac_iomilis_nak" nevezte az EU dOnteset, hogy citnkezze a Ciszjcirdailiab6l es a Gol3ll-fennsikr6l s~az6 t~ekeket:. KOszOnjUk. 
Magyarorszag ! ! 

I 

Az izraeli teni16keket megki.ilOnbOztetO ~imkek nem segitik elO a k6zel-keleti bekefolyamatot. Egytsek szerint a cimke:Zes gazdasAgi hatas.i 
jelentektelen _lesz, Cs ez a lepes nem jelent bojkonot. de sok inaeli siainata. f.ijdal~as emlCkeket idCz-, ami_lc.or eu,6pa_i ~ltokban . 
megk!ilonboztet6 cimkeket latnak a zsid6k altal eloallitott termekeken. Killonosen faj6, hogy csak lzraelt sujtja ez a baijiism6d. Az EU kett6s 
mercet alkalmaz. Tobb mint ketszaz mas terilleti vita is folyik a vilagon. Az EU-n belill vagy annak szomszedsagaban i~. Cinikus es alaptalan 
3.llitas, hogy ez pusztan technikai' k&des. Bar Izrael teljes mert:6kben tiszteletben tartja, hogy az EU-n.ak a saj3.J vivmanYait kell alkalmaznia, 
nagyon nehezen tekinthetne el att61 a k5Vetkeztet6st01. hogy_ez-politika_i lepCs_. Azt iizeni. hogy Inael okolhat6 a bCkefrilyamat 
megrekedeseert. es ezert bilnte_t¢st efdemel. I 

! 
lzraelben nagyon nehCz elfogadtatni, hogy ez barmi rn6doh segithetne a bCketargyalasGk Ujraindjtasaban. Az idOzitCs s~rn rnegfelelO, mert a 

Kozel-Kelet forrong: Sziriaban, lrakban, Libiaban es Jemenben is haboru dul. Ezek magneskent vonz.ottak az Iszlam AI
1
lam es a Hezbollah 

iszlamistilit, akik a civil lakossag valogatas nClkilli mesz.atla.5.iba kezdtek. Konibbap sos~llJ 14.tptt meretll menekilltvills3g zajlik a szemunk 
elOtt. Mindekozben az EU Ugy dOntOtt, hogy egy fogyaszt6vCdelmi tOrvCny alcaja alatt kva.li szankci6kkal sU.jtja Izraelt; a rCgi6 egyetlen 
olyan 8llam.it, amely Eur6pa eszmeit k6veti es 6vja. 

Tisztelt Olvas6! 

A nol.hu a tovribbiakban arch_ivumkl!nt miikOdik. a tartalrna nem frisstil, es az egyes ira.5ok nelil komme"ntelhetOek. 

Mediaworks Hungary Zn. 

http:/ln_oJ._hu/velemeny/az-eu-es-a-cimkezes. 1578987 
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' 

Az EU mas problCmak megoldasaban is segitsCget ttyUjthatna A palesztin vezetOseg tovabbra l.s tetovizik, megosztott,. e5 nem hajlando 

targya16asztalhoz iilni. Nelanjahu tobbszor is felajanlotta, hogy elo,etes feltetelek nelkUI targyal Abbasz elnokkel a ket n~p ~ ket allam 
. . I 

megoldasr6I. Legut6bb New Yorkban tette ezt, az ENSZ kozgyiilese. elott. Mi tottent ezutan? A kozvetlen kapcsolatfelvetel helyett Abbasz 

eln6k heves sz6noklatokka1 es egyoldalll, boinlas·zto t;vekenysCge~el reag.ilt. Az EU :illitasa szerint a cimkCkkel kapcsbtatos dOntese 

elosegiti a targyalasokat. Epp ellenkezoleg. ez a lepes csak megerositi a Palesztin Nemzeti Hat6sagot abban, hogy ne tarib,aljon lzraellel. 

I 
Az EU-nak segitenie kell megg)'Ozni Mahmud At;,basz eln0k6t, hogy kOzvetlenul targyaljon velilnk. E nClkill el sem tudj'uk inditani a bCk~hez 

vezetO folyama_tot_. Az EU-oak fel kell haszmilnia dipJom.iciai lehetOsCgeit arra, hogy veget veµJess-un_k az izraeli allam~Igarokat az elmlllt 
h6napokban CrO taJ11ad.issOrozatnak. Ezt tobbek kozott azzal lehetpe, eJerni, ha a palesztin vezet6ket ni:birnank, hogy veJenek visSza az -
uszit6 hangvl!telukbOI. Az EU-nak tO,bbet kell tennie a ga.zai lefegyverzes el6segitesere, es segitenie kell ci. Palc_szt_i_n Nerrizeti Hat6s8.gnak, 
hogy 8.tvegye az uralmat az.Ovezet felett. · I 

' 
A cimkl!zCSi ugy pusztan a figyelem el_terelCsere szolg3.16 fiijdalmas tepes. Nern kCtsCgCs, hogy Eur6pajelent6sen h_oZZ3j!tru_lhat a kOzel-keleti 
bCkefolyarnathoz, ehhez azonban fClrevezetes es 18.ts.Zatintezkede5ek helyett szembe kell nCznie a feladattaJ. A mostani Itpesek 
bizonytalans3got Chresztenek az EU j0v6beli szande.kait es szerepet illetOen, s akar az EufO'j::Jai Uni6 Cs Iztael Allam vi_szbnyira is hata.st 
gyakorolhatnak. A megfeneklett bekefolyamat elorelenditese onmagaban is epp deg hata.l.mas feladat. 

A szerzO lzrael Allam budapesti nagykOvete 

• I 

i 
FO~m o/dqlon megjelen6 ve/emenyek-nemfe/tetterrul tUkrOzik a sZetkesztOseg dl/dspontjdt. A szerkesztOsegJenntarlja niagdnak ajogot, hogy 

a meg nem rendelt kezitatokat rOviditve es szerkesztve kO;O/je a lap nyomtatott vagy online vdltozatdban. 

http://nol.hu/velemeny/az-e~s-a-cimkei.es,;1578987 2/6 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 
5/9/2018 Hungary abstained on UN Jerusalem vote- Hungary Journal 14. The Hungary Journal= 

"Hungary Abstained on UN 
I 

HunQfilY. Journal 
Jerusalem Vote" 

Hungary abstained on UN Jerusalem vote 

Hungary's peI'lllanent representative to the UN Katalin Bogyay told Hungarian news agency MTI that 
Hungary abstained on a United Nations General Assembly vote to condemn U.S. Prejident Donald 
Trump's recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. I 

Ambassador Bogyay explained that Hungary is not commenting the United States' foretgn policy 
decisions, its standpoint on the Middle East peace process hasn't changed. She informed MTI that the 
Czech Republic, Croatia, Poland, Latvia and Romania also abstained. I 

Earlier,JbJtps://thehunga__cy.joumal.wordpress.com/2017/12/09/is"hungazy.•moving-its-~mbassy..:m.: 
. - - - I 

jerusalem[) Hungary blocked an EU statement on Wednesday (6 December) that was tt:i have voiced 
"serious concern" regarding US president Donald Trump's decision to recognise Jerusatem as Israel's 
capital, diplomatic sources told EUObserver (h!tps;//euobserver.com/foreign/140198).. The EU statement 
was to have been issued on behalf of all 28 member states, but due to Hungary's oppos¥on it was 
downgraded to a statement by EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini only. 

Prime Minister Viktor Orban denied (httt:!s://thehunga__cy.joumal.wordpress.com/2017/JJ2/12/hungarian
embassy.-not-moving-to-jerusalem{) press information regarding Hungary's decision t? move it~ 
embassy to Jerusalem. At the European Council summit on 14-15 December, Orban l.!llil 
,(https://thehunga__cy.joumal.wordpress,com£2.017/12/15/orban-political-fistfight-in-bruSsels-over
migration/1 journalists that he successfully represented Hungary's position in the lengfl,ly, serious and 
interesting debate about Jerusalem. According to the Prime Minister, the EU doesn't ne¢essarily have to 
take a stance on the issue following the American decision. He said that a compromise ~as reached in 
the debate, according to which the EU should maintain its position on the Middle East. Orban added 
that any other interpretations or further conclusions regarding their decision are false. : 

. Hungary Journal 
Photo:MTI 

• • I 

DECEMBER 22, 2017#FEAtURED. !JERUSALEM. #KATALIN BOGYAY. nm: (::) ..... 

'-'--/ 

https://thehunga_ryjoumal.com/2017112/22/hu·ngary-abstained-oii-un-jenJsalem-vote/ 
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Two EU states 
break ranks on 
Jerusalem 
By ANDREW RETTMAN @ 
BRUSSELS, 7. DEC 2017, 16:36 

Two EU states have broken ranks on the US decision to 

move its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

The moves, by the Czech Republic and Hungary, made it 

harder for the EU to claim it had a single position, even 

though the biggest member states• France, Germany, Italy, 

and the UK - stuck to the same line in opposing US president 

Donald Trump's decision. 

Hungary blocked an EU statement on Wednesday (6 

December) that was to have voiced "serious concern'', 

diplomatic sources said. 

The EU statement was to have been issued on behalf of all 

28 mem_ber states, but due to Hungary's opposition it was 

downgraded to a statement by EU foreign affairs chief 

Federica Mogherini only. 

Meanwhile, the Czech Republic issued its own statement on 

Wednesday, which said it "recognises Jerusalem to be in 

practice the capital of Israel''. 

The Czech foreign ministry said its recognition covered only 

West Jerusalem "in the borders of the demarcation line from 

1967'', but not EastJerusalem, which contains the city's holy 

https://euOQSeIVer.comlforeig"n/140198 116 
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sites and which Israel is meant to share with Palestine 

according to the EU and UN. 

"The ministry can start considering movi~g of the Czech 

embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem only based on results of 

negotiations with key partners in the region," it added. 

The Czech president, Milos Zeman, further blurred the EU 

line in remarks on Czech TV on Thursday. 

''It [Trump's decision] makes me truly happy ... we may, 

sooner or later, follow the United States,'' in moving the 

Czech embassy he said. 

Zeman spoke after Israeli prime minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu hinted on Wednesday that ~orhe pro-Israeli EU 

states were preparing to follow the US. 

"We are already in contact with other countries which will 

issue a similar recognition [to Trump's],'' Netahyahu said at 

a conference in Israel. 

If Israeli diplomacy succeeds in persuading Budapest or 

Prague to match Trump, it would be its second snub to 

Mogherini in recent times. 

Netanyahu is to meet with EU foreign ministers in Brussels 

on Monday. 

He decided to come on the basis of an old Lithuanian 

invitation, diplomats said. His plan was to talk to ~U 

ministers about Iran at a breakfast in Lithuania's embassy 

bE?fore the ministers held a regular meeting under 

Mogherini's chairmanship. 

When Israel leaked news of the initiative to Israeli 

newspaper Haaretz last week, Israeli diplomats gloated that 

Mogherini liad learnt of it from media. 

https:f/euobserver.com/foreign/14019_8 
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Dark times 

Mogherini spoke out at an impromptu press briefing in 

Brussels on Thursday. 

Using more strident terms than her officic!I statement of 

"serious concern", she said Trump's decision had ''the 

potential to bring us back to even darker times than the 

ones we're already living in". 

She thanked him for having promised that the status quo of 

Christian.Jewish, and Muslim holy sites would remain 

unchanged. 

But she said his embassy move could "diminish" the role of 

the US.in the Middle East peace process and cause 

"confusion" in international diplomacy. 

Mogherini claimed that all EU states were in full agreement. 

"This is the consolidated European Union position that has 

always been built ori the common position of ml:!mber 

states", she said. 

She said "all" 28 foreign ministers had taken the same line 

when they met US secretary of state Rex Tillerson in 

Brussels on Tuesday. 

She added that Netanyahu's "informal breakfast" would now 

be held in the EU Council building under her stewardship 

instead of in Lithuania's premises. 

She also said it would be devotec;:1 to the Jerusalem crisis, not 

Iran, as the Israeli leader had intended. 

Netanyahu breakfast 

https://euobserver.comlforeign/140198 
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"The question of Jerusalem will occupy t.he whole hour we 

have at our disposal," she said. 

Mogherini's reference to "darker days'' came after Hamas, a 

militant Palestinian group, called for an intifada, or uprising, 

in reaction to the US move. 

The last one, 12 years ago, cost the lives of 3,000 

Palestinians and 1,000 Israelis. 

France, Italy, Sweden, and the UK were among eight UN 

Security Council members to call for a meeting on the crisis 

in New York on Friday. 

A handful of left-wing, liberal, and Green MEPs also 

protested in an ad to be published in Haaretz the same day. 

The ad, seen by EUobserver, was in the form of a mock 1:U 

invoice asking Israel to pay €1.2 million - the value of the 

more than 400 EU-funded structures, such as schools and 

water sanitation facilities, which Israel has demolished in 

occupied Palestinian territories since Netanyahu came to 

power in 2009. 

https :lleUObserver. coril/foreignf 140·1 ea 
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16. Hung~rian Globe- "PM 
Speech Jt the World Jewish 

I 
Congres • . 

Speech at the World Jewish Congress 
2013. May 6. 09:53 

VIKTOR ORBAN 

I 
When the will of good people was at the fore here in Hungary, then Hungarians and'Jews lived 

. I 
together in peace and prosperity. · 

Budapest, 5th May 1013 

President Lauder. Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Good evening. May I just welcome you wholeheartedly here in Budapest. Shalom. It is with g at pleasure that 

I welcome you to Budapest in the name of Hungary and the people of Hungary. I greet the reptsentatives of 

the Jewish community, and a warm welcome to our guests in our country. It is with special ple1sure and 

friendship that I greet those who have in fact come home, because they have their family roots ¼ere. Hungary 

has a deep-rooted tradition of welcoming and respecting guests. Here, all who knock on our dJor have a right 

to hospitality. And so I wish that you all have an enjoyable stay and take pleasure in our wonderful capital! 

Hungary is a free country, and so the right to hospitality includes mentioning the things that mfY bother you 

and that you may find wrong. Your leaders justified your visit by the fact that they wished to draw the world's 

attention to increasing anti-Semitism in Hungary. If this is the way they feel, then it is good that you have 
I 

come to us, because we need everyone's help and cooperation to successfully act against the sf?read of hate. 
. ' . 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I know that Jewish leaders have come here from all over the world. Including from places where anti-Semitism 

sometimes claims the lives of schoolchildren. And from places where following the anti-Semitic murder of 

children, there is no consensus on whether a minute's silence in memory of the victims may be ordered in state 

schools. From places where bomb attacks that claim lives are launched against synagogues. Nothing of this 

nature has so far occurred in Hungary. We do not want Hungary to become a country of that kind, and so I ask 

http://hungarianglobe.mandiner.hu/nyomtatas/20130506_ viktor_orban_speech_aUhe_wo~d_jewish_congress 
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you to share your experiences so that hate ccmnot degenerate to this level here in Hungary. ' 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

History has taught the Hungarians that anti-Semitism must be recognised in time. Hungary li~ed through and 

is intimately aware of the inhumane destruction that anti-Semitism caused to the Jewish peoplr, Hungary and 
I 

the whole of Europe. It is with a broken heart that we bow our heads in memory of the victims, And at the 

same time we thank God that despite the Nazi and Arrow Cross destruction an authentic Jewi~h community, 

one of Europe's most significant and ancient Jewish communities, managed to survive here in Hungary. We 
' ' thank God that he has enriched all of Hungary as a result. We have also learned that anti-Semitism isn t a 

. - I 
natural disaster butt he work of men. And as a result we must all feel and accept our own, perfonal 

responsibility We are all aware of the growth of anti-Semitism throughout Europe, including Hungary. The 

situation is a difficult one. The economic crisis is shaking Europe to the core, and the unsuccessful crisis 

management of European leaders is causing increasingly deep frustration, and consuming people's hope. Let's 

talk straight. Disillusionment,_ anger and hatred are on the increase. In a situation such as this, it is especially 

important that we make it clear: anti-Semitism is unacceptable and intolerable. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Today's difficult situption requires an answer to the question, where did we go wrong in Europe during the 

past twenty years. We finally destroyed communism. We put an end to the Cold War. Europe was given the 

chance to once again be the continent of peace, cohabitation, understanding and tolerance. And here we _are 

twenty years later and are searching for a cure for increasing intolerance and anti-Semitism. What happened 

to us? This is a question that is asked by many and we hear many arguments. We Hungarians provided our 

own answer two years ago when we set down our first, democratic Constitution. We Hungarians think that it 

was a mistake to believe that a community with a weak national and religious identity would give us a bet/er 

chance of peaceful cohabitation. Today, it seems that a strong identity provides heller bedrock for mutual 

acknowledgement and respect. Today, it seems that all of us, Jews and non-Jews alike, benefit l"ost if we strive 

to be good patriots and the good _children of God Each according to their own laws, but all standing firm on 

the bedrock of unconditional respect for human dignity. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In the end, things always become simplified. They are simplified into good and bad. You know perhaps heller . 
than anybody else that in the final analysis, the world is governed by two types of human intent and actions: 

good and bad When the will of good people was at the fore here in Hungary, then Hungarians and Jews lived 

together in peace and prosperity, and if needed the State of Hungary protected its citizens. Anti-Semitism is a 

state of ;,,ind in which evil takes control of people's thoughts and actions, and this danger also threatens us, 

http://hungalianglobe.mandiner.hu/nyomtatas/20130506_vlktor_or1lan_speech_aLthe_worldJewish_congress 
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I 

Christians. We are aware that during the course of history there were bad Christians and bad If ungarians, 

who commilled grievous sins. In the light of all this, our answer to increasing anti-Semitism in IEurope and in 
I 

Hungary is not the giving up of our religious and moral roots, but exactly the opposite: to recall and reinforce . I 
the examples and tradition of good Christians. Accordingly, the current Constitution provides tfue protection, 

. I 
true security, real and fall hu. man dign. ity, personal and c. ommunity dignity to the Jewish peopll', and of course 

to all minorities, who live side-by-side with us. 

Todays Hungarian Christian Democrat government politics fell that it was its moral duty to introduce a 

remembrance day for victims of the holocaust in schools. It felt that ii was its moral obligation Ito establish 
I 

Holocaust Memorial Day. It felt morally bound to stand with heads bowed and listen to the Ka<idish in the 

same houses of parliament in which the anti-Jewish laws were once passed. It felt that it was ii{ moral duty to 

organise a memorial year in respect of Raoul Wallenberg. It felt it was its moral obligation to ban the 

operations of paramilitary organisations. It felt it was it was morally bound to set up the HoloJaust 2014 

memorial Commillee. It felt that it was its moral duty to ban symbols of dictatorship. And it felf and feels it to 

be its moral obligation to declare a policy of zero tolerance against anti-Semitism. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

- i 
We still hear in our ears and feel in our hearts the teachings of our first Christian king, with thf wisdom we 

lcnow well from the Talmud. The Talmud teaches: "Hate, evil tendencies and vanity drive men from this 
' world". Our King, Saint Stephen, wrote to his son: "Always bear in mind that all men are bor11 in a similar 

state, and it is only humility that lifts him up, and only arrogance and hatred that topples him"; 

Ladies and Gentlemen, l 
Our generation is the generation of peace and revolutions. In our youth we toppled communis and regai~ed 

our country s independence so that we could all live here in freedom. We know that there is no }eedom 
I 

without human dignity. And so our generation will not tolerate the wound.ing of the human digtty of anybody 

in our country because of their ancestry or religion, because that would be an affront to the freledom that we 

have struggled together to achieve. I 
I 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I 

In closing, please let me thank the Jewish people of Hungary and the world for repeatedly standing up for 

Hungary and the national objectives of the people of Hungary in recent years. I recall the memory of Tom 

Lapid, who spoke out against the assaulting of Hungarians in the Vojvodina. It is here that I remember those 

Jewish communities who stood up for the rights of Hungarians living beyond our borders and for the dual 

nationality of Hungarians. It is here that I must mention the loud and open support expressed by Chief Rabbi 

http://hungarianglobe.mandiner.hu/nyomtatas/20130!;i06_viktor_orban,_spe_ech.._at.Jhe ... world_jewish_congr_ess 
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of Israel Yona Metzger during the course of international debate on our Constitution. Their support is living 

reassurance and encouragement of the fact that our work is not in vain. There is hope that ou1 children may 

live in an era in which anti-Semitism is just as inconceivable as the pa~/ ages in which the wor/d suffered from 

the plague. This is not just a dream, it is a possibility, and one that I feel is only up to us. We ~ow that the 

triumph of evil requires only that good people remain inactive. We Hungarians are not and shtill notbe 

inactive. 1 would ask you all to take this message wi;h you to the Jewish people of the world. I 

Welcome to Hungary. 

Hungary, Viktor Orban, society, opinion, jewish, hungarian, World Jewish Congress. 

Az eredeti, teljes irast itt olvashatja el. 

vissza a teljes nezetre 
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'IF EUROPE DOES NOT COOPERATE WITH ISRAEL, IT IS PUNJ_SHJNG ITSE_LF, WHIC_H IS POINTLESS' 

I 

17. Times of Israel- "Hungarian 
PM Tells iEU to lmproveTies 
With lsrail" 

;~~:~~~::.:::e~::!h 
toward Jerusalem I 
BY l:lA,PHAR AHREN v 

19 July 2017, 4:49 pm 

·. S'~G~pUP ,, 

PM Netanyahu and the heads of state from H_ungary, Slovakia, C_zech Rej:)Ub_lic iind Pola-nd, in BUdapest, July 19, 2017 (Haim Tzach/GPO) 

BUDAPEST - Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban on Wednesday called on the European Union to improve its 
relations with Israel, saying that Brussels' current polity toward Jerus~lelll w~.$ nonse_l)sical and hu_rt its own 
interests. 

' At a joint appearance with Priroe Min.ister Benjamin Netanyahu and three other prime ministers from EU inembet 
states in Central Europe, Orban implied that the Jewish state is a bulwark against radical Isla.mism and protects the 
continent against m~_ssive waves of m_igration from the Middle East. 

"Once again, we should reiterate our acknowledgement towards Israel for what it does for the security of Europe; 
Orban said at a meeting of the Visegrad Group, a political alliance of Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and the Czech 
Republic, held in Budapest's Vigado concert hall. 

"In the future, we shall promote that the cooperation between the European Union and Israel become better," he 

went on, speaking in Hungarian. "If Europe does not cooperate with Israel, it is punishing itself, which is pointless. 
And therefore, we shall propose in the upcoming period thatthe Israeli-EU cooperation should return to the field of 
common sense." 

https://www.timesofisraet.com/hungaria:n-pm-tells-eu-t~improve--its-ties-with-israeU 1/3 
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Giv~.n lJ,i.s a:~am_ant opposition to refugees entering Hungary and other c6IltrOVefsial polic_ies, Orba_I). himSelf is not on 
good terms with the EU, roilti:nely criticizing the Union and_ ac_cµsing it of endangering the continent. 

~ltllll!atatJJlsh)>l :18\dlllltl'~-grad Grau~ -- Hungary, Slovakia, Czech Republic and Poland: -- in 
P~ t,_letanyahu and the leaders of the Visegrad Group_- Hun~ary, Slovakia, Czech Republic and Poland.,.. in B(Jd~pe"_sJ., JUiy 19, 2017 (Halm Tiach/GPO) 

Orban made the a_forem_entioned comments jus~ minutes after a meeting with Neta:nyahti artd the J)(iine J. il).isters of 
the three other Visegrad countries - tlie Czech Republic's Bohuslav Sobotka, Poland's Beata Szydlo and Slovakia's 

, . - - . I 

Robert Fi_cQ. Du_ri_ng the closed-door meeting, parts of which were accidentally broadcast to reporters waiting outside, : - . - ·1 
Netanyahu launched a bitter titade agaihSt the E{J's "crazy" policy vis-a-vis Israel. 

_· - - - ·-- , .. - I 
~i think Europe has to decide if it wan~ tp l_ive and thrive or if it wants to shrivel and disappear," Netarty~hu Said, 

µnaware that Israeli journalists were listening. "I Qin not very pQli~ica_ll_y co.rrect. l_k_nowthat's a shock to Some of you. 

It's a joke. But the truth is t_he truth- both about Europe's security and Europe's economic future. Both of these 

concerns mandate a different policy towards Is"fael." 

I 

The EU is the world's only association of countries concf.i_ti_oil.ing its relations with Israel on progress in th~ peace 
process wi~h the Pal_estinians, Netanyahu lamented. "It's crazy.- It's actually craZy;" I 

He refe_rred to the EU-lsrae"I Association Agreement, which has ncit been renewed si_nce 2000. He urged th:e prime . • I 

ministers who were ptesertt to work towa_rd convincing Brussels to advance talks about renewing the agreement 
without reference to the Palestinians. 

1 

"If I can suggest that what ccimes out of this meeting is yollr ability, pe_rh_aps1 tc, communicate to your colleagues in 

othet parts Of Europe: Help Eu.rope ... Don't undermine the, one Western country that deferids Ellr6pean vaJues and 

European interest_s and prevents another mass J1ligfati6n to El{tope," he sai_d_, minu. tes before his a:ides re1
1
lized that 

reporters were listen_i_ng. 

The pri_me minist~r has often claimed that Israel is a bulwark preventing Europe from being flooded with refugees 

and migrants from Africa and the Mid4le East. I 

"So stop attacking Isra~l_. St_~rt s1,1pporting Israel," he implored the four prime ministers. "Start sUJ)j:)ottiiJEurbpean 

economies by doing what the Americans, the Chlriese and the In_di.ans are doing," he said, referring to inct"easing 

technological c_oope_ratjon. Europe is "'cutting itself off" from Israel, a major source of-inhOVatiOn, he proie_sted; 

"There is no logic here. Europe is undennining its security by undermining Israel. Europe is undennining!its progress 

by undermining the connection with Israeli_ iri_n_ovaiion because of a crazy attempt to create conditions," ~e· added. 
I 

In his public remarks, Netanyahu repeated his dai.ms that Israel helps Europe face the rise of militant lsl:im and the 
"sparks of terror th~t it sends flying throughout the Middle East and sweeping into Ei.irope, Africa" ~nd elk~where. 

https:/lwww.timesofisrael.corn/hlmQ8rian-ptn-tel_ls-eu--t!)-ill)p_rove--its-ties-with~israelJ 
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"Israel serves a uni(lue function at being the one Western. country in t.f)e r~giop., t_he one _country that is able to limit 

and fight from the region, within the region, this great danger to all of us," Netanyahu said. i 
Calling it an "an,orr:iaJy," the prime minister then addressed Israel's relations with the EU. "We ate oft_en critic_ized by 

Western Europe more than any other place in the world," he said. · ! · 

The Jewish st.ate is the one democracy in the Middle East, a "beacon of tolerance" and a "bastion ofEuropi[ an and 
Western values in the heart of a very, very dark area,"' he said. . 

Even many Arab countries understand that Israel serves their interests, he adde_d. "So it's time to have a r~assessment 
in Europe about thei_r relatio_n_s with Israel_. We have much to offer each other. We have much to offer in th~ realm of 

security, much to offer in the realm of technology." 

At their meeting, Israel and the Visegrad Group decided to create a working group on fighting terrorism and to hold 

the_i_r next summit in Jerusalem. 

READ MOR£: 
' • Israel & the Region • Viktcr Orban • Benjamin Neta·nyahu • EtHsrael relations • Hungary • EU European Union • Israel-Hungary relations 

--~.J-. 
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18. Ti.mes of Israel- ''Israel 
Pan Both Hungarian ... " 

I 

' 

Israel pans both Hungarian anti-Sernitism and 

!~!n~~~~ ~~:s ~n~~~~ft~ ~~~d~~ndemns billboard campaign against Jewish jillionaire, 
saying Israel doesn't like him either I 
·--···· .•. .,"' -····· -- • -- • • - • ·1 ··............ " 

By RAPHAEL AHREN and TOI STAFF ' 
9 July 2017. 10:50 pm 

George Soros speaks onstage at Lmcoln Center on April 18, 2017, in Nl?W York City. (Andrew Toth/Getty Images for Physi~•aris for Human R1ghts/AFP) 
-• --- --- ._.. .. ··- . . -··-· 

The Foreign Ministry on Sunda:y clarified th_at its c~Jl for the Hungarian government to end a billboard campaign 
<_igain_st Jewish billion_aire and philanthropist George Soros was due to the perceived antic.Semitism and not because of 
criticism of the man himself. 

Billboards posted nationwide in Hungary show a grinning Soros. who was born in the country, and the words "Let's 
not allow Soros to have the last laugh," which Jewish leaders have said is provoking anti-Semitis·m. 

The Budapest government objects to Soros' call for Hungary to allow migrants to enter the c·ot.mtiy. Many of the 
billboards have been defaced with anti-Semitic graffiti. 

Israel's ambassador to Hungary h.ad called on Saturday for a halt to the government campaign against the Jewish
American billionaire. 

' But the Foreign Ministry issued a c_larification Sunday, saying that Israel also objects to Soros' activities. the 
' clarification came on the orders of Prime Minister Benj_amil) Netat1yahu, according to the Israeli daily Haaretz. 

~Israel deplores any expression of ant_i-Semitism in any country and stands with Jewish communities everywhere in 
confronting this hatred," said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ernma_nuel Nahshon ill a statement. "This was the sole 

httpS://www.timesofis_rael.com/israel-condemn_s-both-h_ungarian-anti-semitism-and-its-target~eorge-sorOs/ 
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purpose of the statement issued by Israel's ambassador to Hungary. 

"'In no way was the statement meant to de-legitimize criticism of George Soros, who continuously u_ndermines 
Israel's democratically elected govern_ments by funding ~rganizations thatd'efame the Jewish state and se~k to deny 
it the right to defend itself; Nahshon added. I 

An anti-Soros campaign In Budapest, Hungary, reading "gg percent reject illegal m1grat1on"- and "Let's not alloW Soros to have the las! laugh," on July 5, 2017. (AP/Pablo Gorond1) 

I~ his Saturday statement, YossiAlTlrani, Israel's ambassador to Budapest, had said, "I can on those involld in ~he 
. ' 

current billboard campaign and those re~ponsible for it -i:o reconsid!;!r the consequences. Af the moment, t,'.eyond 
political criticism of a certain person, the campaign not only evokes sad memories, but also sows hatred and fear." 

"It's our moral responsibility to raise a voice and call oh the relevant au.thorities to exert their power and Put an end 
to this cycle," Amrani added. 

Hu_ngary's foreign ministry responded at the time, saying, "Just like Israel, Hungary too takes st_eps againSt anyone 
who represents a risk to the nation.ai seairity of the coun_try and its citizenS.n [ 

. i 
Hungarian Jews have called on Netariyahu to cancel an official visit to Hungary scheduled for July 18, to protest 

·- . I 

remarks by Prime Mi.nister Viktor Orban in praise ofHungaryis anti-Semitic leader" during Wotld War II, Mikl6s 

Horth, as well as over the campaign against Soros. I 
Late last month, Orban included Horthy, a Hitler ally, among those he called "exceptional statesmen" in Hungary for 
leading the country, fo}Jowing the disintegration of the Austro-Hungariah Empire aftet World War I. Horthy signed 
anti-Jewish laws in 1938 and 1939, as well as in 1920. i 

https:/lwNw.timesofisrael.C01'11/israel-condemns-both-hungarian-anti-S'emitism-and-its-target-george-soros/ 
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Hungarian Prime Mm,ster Viktor 01 ban, July 1, 2017. (AFP/Odd ANDERS.EN) 

Orban's chief of staff, Janos Lazar, told journalists on Thursday, after Jewish leaders called fora halt to the billboard 
qmpaign: "The Hungarian government's goal is to stop Soros' migrant campaign, which is supporting th_e migration 
of illegal migrants into our country. The goveml)ler:it is not criticizing George Soros for his Jewish origin, Put for his 

support of the growing number of migrants entering in uncontrolled ctowds into Europe .. " 

Lazar added that Hungarian Tews "should not.be afraid because the'y call count ori the Hunga_rian govern~ent1 which 
always will defend them." 1 

Soros, wh_o survived the Nazi occupation of Budapest and went on.to become a self-made billionaire whilk living in 
the US, established the Open Society Foundations in 1979 .. Acc;or4.ingto its website, its mission is "to stre'.flgthen the 
rule of law; respect for human rights, minorities, and a diversity of opinions; democratically elected governments; 
and a civil society that helps kee·p government power in chec_k_._.. : 

' In 2016, hacked em.1ils showed that the Open Society Foundations had·as an objective "challenging Israe~•s racist and 
anti-democratic policies" in international forums, in.part by Questioning Israel's reputation as a democra_C)'. 

I 
/TA contn·bu_ted to this repon. 

READ MORE: 

• Israel & the Region • Jewish Times • Israel-Hungary relations • George Soros • V1ktor Orb_an • Miklos Horthy 
• Federation at Jewish Cdmmu111t1es iii Hungary 

https:/Jwww.timesofisrSel.com/iSraet-condemn~oth-hungari_an-a_nti-sem_itism--an~-its-target~eorge-soros/ 
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Support Fidesz - The Historical Imperative « JlIl11 « •~nn 
I 

. ... .. . . I 

SUPPORT FIDESZ- THE HISTORICAL IMF?ERATIVE 
- I 

------- · ---- --·------------------;;~un l'K • 10:00 • 201a )'19K~ 6 • ELI HAZAN !fl) 
-- -------- I ____ _ 

Share this on WhatsApp I 

On April 8th , Hungarian citizens will vote in the general elections. These are fateful elections, after which we 

may see Hungary placed on the path towards blatant institutional anti-Semitism; the only thing that can prevent this 

is a victory for Viktor Orban and Fidesz. This is not only in the interests of Jews in Hungary, but also of Israel and all 

http:/NIWW.li_kudnik.co.illsupport-fidesz-historical-imperative/ 1/11 
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.people who c;>ppose anti-Semitism 

Last year, Hungary became the focus of internat.ional attention as a result of the Urban governmfnt's struggle with 

George Soros, the contrnversial Jewish billiona.i.re who is identified as an extreme leftist. Hunga7an Jews criticized 

.their government's campaign against Soros and lambasted it as government-initiated anti-Semi\ism 
I 
I 

However, in reality, the organizations that Soros supports endanger the national securities of Hungary, Israel, and 
I 

other Western nations a.nd thre.aten to weaken these countries' efforts to protect their citizenries trom threats. Hence, 

Israel, Hungary, and other countries have a common interest in fighting Soros in order to safegu;3rd their countries' 

.stabiiities and maintain favorable geopolitical situations I 

I 
I 

Today, Hungary faces a previously-unfathomable scenario: The right-wing and anti-Semitic Jobbik Party wants to 

.form an alliance with leftist parties in order to block Orban from forming a government I 

Jobbik was formed in 2003 to "provide a real alternat.ive for far-right voters," following the declin1 in popularity of 

another far-right party. In the 2014 elections, Jobbik received 21% of the vote, becoming the mai;n opposition party. 

During t.he.ir campaign, they did not emphasize the traditional rhetoric of anti-Semitism and policies against Gypsies, 

.but instead campaigned on a law-arid-order platform that prioritized fighting corruption l 
Despite this, examples of Jobbik's anti-Semitism are abundant. Istvan Apati, a member of parlia ent for Jobbik, has 

said that, "as a representative of a radical nationalist party, I feel I.hat it is my duty to say that theleconomic and 

political impact of the Jews has reached its present level because it is clear that every government and political 

party, apart from Jobbik, has helped to do so over .th. e past 20 yea. rs. Party leader Gabor Vona s1
1 

id that if he found 

.out he was a Jew, he would resign from his post as chairman of the party 

The same Vona recently attended an anti-Semitic rally at which Marton Gyongyosi, a spokesperson for Jobbik, said 
. I 

that Hungary is under Zionist enslavement. At the same rally, Vona proclaimed that lsralei investors, whom he called 

.occupiers, should look for another country because Hungary was not for sal.e 1 
Gergely Kulcsar, a.nether member of parliament for Jobbik, spat on the "Shoes on the Danube" I onument 

commemorating the hundreds of thousands of Hungarian Jews murdered in the Holocaust. In a 2012 article, he 
I 

proposed evaluating the number of people of Jewish origin i.n Hungary, and in particular the Hungarian parliament, 

.whom he claimed posed a security risk I 

In order to reach power, the far-right party has expressed willingness to join left-wing parties despite their many 
I 

.differences; Vona has revealed his intention to form a coalition with the left-wing LMP and Mom~ntum parties 

http://www.likudnik.co.il/support-fidesz-historical-imperative/ 
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I 
It is a troubling reality that the radical right and left in Hungary may join together. More and more voices on the 

Hungarian left have become to accept Jobbik as a legitimate actor. Fomier Socialist Prime Mini~ter Peter 
. I 

Medgyessy has said that for victory in the upcoming elections, "neither side can be choosy." Leftist philosopher 

Agnes Heller called for a "tactical alliance" of the left and right parties. Other leftist intellectuals h:ave similarly 

.published articles calling for cooperation between the far-right ahd the left 

Has Jobbik changed? Some will say it has changed a little. However, it is important to note the sµperficial changes 

do not indicate real change, but rather only a political change. As long as this change is communicated only to those 
' on the outside, and not to the leadership, members, and voters of the party, we cannot believe that they have 

.changed at all 

Hungary has an extensive Jewish community of about 100,000 people, with most of their support going to the left, 

according to recent opinion polling. However, the Hungarian left does not seem to understand that the ends do not 

always justify the means .. It should be enough for the left to look back on when liberal forces helped Nazis rise to 

power in Germany. Hungary is not as big as Germany was in the 1930's, meaning a victory by Jobbik could bring 

Hungary into a situation where it is rejected by the community of nations. The left must take this into account. 

Equally as important, the Jews of Hungary must realize that ifthey ignore this, they will become active partners in 

.the rise of Jobbik 
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Netanyahu congratµl_ates Orba_n on reelection, invites him to Israel I The Time·s Of Israel 

10. Tirt1es of lsrael
"Netanyahu Congratulates 
0. rb '" an.,. 

I 

Netanyahu congratulates Orban on reelect~on, 

!~~!!!~po~v~: f~r~}g~,~~.~~r, PM thanks him for supportmg Israel in intemat10nal Lrums 
.! 

By TOI STAFF 

9 April 2018, 6:44 pm 

On a four-day official visll 111 Hungary, Prune Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, right. and h:s Hungarian counterpart Vik tor Orban walk dunng the reception <;erernor:iy in front of the 
Parliament building 111 Budapest, Hungary, July 18, 207 7 (Bafazs Moha1/MTI via AP) 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called Hungary's newly reelet:ted leader Viktor Orban on Monday to 
congratulate him on his victory in Sunday's g~r:iera_l electi_ons. 

Netanyahu invited his Hungarian counterpart to visit lsra.el, accord_ing to a statement from the Prime Minister's 
Office,• A Channel 10 news report said Netanyahu was the first foreign leader to congratulate Orban. 

The premie_r also thanked Orban for .. Hungary's support for Israel in international forums," the state~ent continued. 

In December, Hungary was one of 35 countries that abstained on a United Nations General assembly vote 

condemning US President Donald Trump's d.ecision to relocate the United States' embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to 

Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu met Orban during a four-day official visit to Hungary last July, and similarly praised Orban for his support 

for Israel. 

"You've done that time and agaih," Netai1yahu said ~t the ti.me. "We appreciate this stance, not only because it's 
standing with Israel, but it's also standing with the truth." 

https:lfwwN.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-cbngratulates-cirbai1-on-i"eBlection-irivites-him-to-israell 1/3 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 



5/912018 
Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/10/2018 4:23:26 PM 

Netanyah_u congratulates Orban on reelection, lnVites him to Israel I The Times of Israel 

Bu_dapest is at "the forefront of the states that are opposed 
to this anti-Jewish policy, and I we°Icorhe it," the priine · 
minister added.-

Orban praised Netahyahu ~t the time as a "'dedicated 
patriot," adding that this is the key to his country's 
success. 

"There's a lot for us to learn from Israel, ladies ~nd_ 

gentlemen, because Israel teaches the world and us also 
that if you don't fight for something, you wi,11 lose it," he 

said. "Because nowadays, you have to fight for everything 
in the modern world." 

Prime Minister Benjamin N'?tanyahu and Hungarian Prime Minist~r Viktor Orban (L} 
hold a Ru_bik's Cube at the Hungary..Jsrael Business Forum in Budapest. Hungal'y, on 
J1.1ly 19, 2017 {Haim 2ach/GPO/Flash90) 

Orban wa.s elected StJ..nday to his third consecutive term on a controversial anti-migrant platform, with hls Fidesz 
party winning a super-·majority. 

Fidesz and its small ally, the Christian Democrat party, won a two-thirds majority, which is enough to make changes 
to the constitution. 

Orba_n l~_te Sunday celebrated what he called a "decisive victory." 

The far-right Jobbik party placed second with 26 seats, while a Socialist-led, left-wing coalition came in thi_rd with 20 
seats. 

Germany's conservative interior minister welcomed Orban's "very clear election victory" and warned the European 
Union against showi'ng arrogance. 

Horst Seehafer said he would congratulate Orban on 

behalf of his Christian Social Union party. As Bavaria's 

governor until last month, Seehafer sparred with 

Chancellor Angel.a Merkel over her migration policy and 
invited Orban to gatherings of his party. 

German news agency dpa reported that Seehafer warned 
t_he EU aga_inst a "policy of arrogance and paternalism" 

and said bilateral ties with EU cout1tries ate always 

important even when there are differences. 

However, Luxembourg Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn 
slammed Orban's anti-migrant stance and Called on other 
European nations to reject it. 

Hungarian Prime Minister V1ktor Orban greets his supporters i11 Budapest, Hun[lary, 
April 8, 2018. [AP Photo/Dark:o Vo11110~Ic) 

He was quoted Monday as telling German daily Die Welt: "Today it is Hungary arid Poland, torhortow others in 

eastern and central Europe, even a big fol.indihg cou.nt_ry of the ~U, could develop a taste for undermining values and 
scaremongering." 

He added that after the Hungarian election "it is up to Germany and France, along with all member states that aren't 

counting on indifference, to weigh in unambiguously on the basis of the Europe·an treaties to nelttralize this tumor of 
values." 

Raphael Ahren and AP contributed to this report. 

READ MORE: 

https:/lwwN.timesofisrael.com/net_anya_hu-congrat_u_lates--orban-on--:reetection-invites-him-to-israel/ 
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Website of the Hungarian Goveiment 

Government - The Prime Minister - News 
21. Government of Hungary
"Viktor Orban's Letter to Benjamin 
Netanyahu .. " 

Viktor Orban's lett~r to Benjamin Netanyahu: Hungary and Israel have developed an 
excellent partnership 
April 18, 2018 4:11 PM 

R~co~mend O I 

pnme ~i_niste_r Viktor Orban has sent a letter to his Israeli counterpa~ Benjamin Netanyahu to mark l_sraeli lndep~nd~nce Day, the Prime Minister's 
Press Chief, Bertalan Havasi in_fonned Hungarian news a_gency MTI on Wednesday. 

According to Mr. Orban, over the past seven years Hungary and Israel have developed a wide-ranging and successful cooperation. The Prime Minister 

rem_inded Mr. Netanyahu of his ~historic" visit to Budapest in July 2017, which in his opinion wa_s the highlight o_f their outsta_nd_ing partnership_ to date, 

adding that he hopes t_o reciprocat_e the visit in the near future. 

The Hungarian Prime Minister expressed his satisfaction wi~h regard to the fact that the joint projects determined within the framework of bilateral and V4-

l_s_raeli cooperation have begun and a"re moving forward acC:ordirig to schedule. Mr. Orban also assured Benjamin Netanyahu that Hungary remains 

committed to the furthe_r re.[nfor~_ment of political, econ"Omic and cultural relatiohs between the two countries, In closing, the Prir:ne Minister explained: 

"Hungary is particularly prou~ of it_::; Jewis_h community and of people of Hungarian origin living in Israel, who continue to cons_tih,ite one of the most 

important pillars of bilateral cooperation". 

(MT/) 

http:/IYNNl.k6rmany.hu/en/the-pri,me.minist~r:/news_Mktor--orba_n-~etter4.CHlenjamin-netanyahu-hungary-a:l"ld-israel-hav~evelq,pe_d-an-excellent-p""_rt_nership 
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Government-The Pnme Minister-News. 22. Government O ungary-

Website of the Hunga_i:j_an Goverinent 
"Netanyahu to Viktor Orban ... " 

Netanyahu to Viktor Orban: Our partnership will be gaining strength in the upcoming 
years · 
April 27, 201812:45 PM 

Recomr:nend O I 

J n his reply to ViktOr Orban, ls'r8eli Prirhe Minister Benjamin.Neta_ny_ahu tha.nked the Hungarian Prime M'inister for his unshakeable friendship and the 

close a,lliance that has been established in recent years, and wished his Hungarian counterpart _much success for his upcoming third consecutive term 

in office, the Prime Min_ister's Press Chief, Bertalan Havasi informed Hu·ngarian news agency MTI. 

Prime Minister Neti:fnyahu thanked Prime Minister Orban for his letter, which he sent last week to mark the 70th an·niversary of the founding of the Sta_te 

of Israel. Mr. Netanyahu praised the progress that Hungary and Israel have made with relation to developing bilateral relations a:nd within the framework 

of V4-lsrael cooperation. The Israeli Prime Minister also recalled his visit to Budapest last year, during the course of which he experienced the strong 

support that the Hungari~n Government is affording local Jewish commt.inities to help them preserve their heritage.an:d p_rospe_r. 

(MT/) 

http://www.kormany.hu/en/the-J)rime-rhinister/news/netiilnyah_u-to-vi.ktor-orban-our-partnership-will..tJe-gaining-strength-in-the-upcomi_ng-ye_ars 
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