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Rebecca Neville 

From: Craig Stevens 
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:35 AM 
Subject: Democratic Republic of Congo Briefing Book: Amb Haley to Visit 

Good morning -

• Six weeks after NY Times columnist Nicholas Kristoff held a Facebook Live interview with Gov. 
Moise Katumbi, during which Mr. Kristoff looked into the camera to tell Democratic Republic of 
Congo President Joseph Kabila that "the world is watching", U.S. Ambassador to the Unjted Nations 
Nikki Haley is heading to the DRC to get a firsthand look at what's going on there. 

• Ambassador Haley previewed her trip in a co)umn posted to CNN.com yesterday. Speaking of 
the DRC A111b. Haley said: 

" ... the Democratic Republic of the Congo has been in turmoil since the 1990s. The DRC has never witnessed a 
democratic, peaceful transfer of power. Instead, this mineral-rich country in the heart of Africa has been 
plagued by dozens of armed groups vying for power and control with rape used as a weavon of war. and 
children recruited as soldiers. 

"In the DRC, the government cannot provide basic services to B million civilians in need. 5 million of whom 
are children. Displacement has increased over the lastyear, and the country now has nearly 4 million 
internally displaced people -- the largest in all of Africa. 

"The United States has many interests in these war-tom African countries {the Republic of South Sudan an.d 
the DRC}. Our interests are certainly humanitarian, bl!t they are also economic and strategic." 

• This week's visit follows on the heels of the DRC's controversial October 16 election to the Human 
Rights Colllldl (HRC), which Haley correctly condemned. stating: 

"The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), a country infamous for political suppression, violence against 
women and children, arbitrary arrest and detention, and unlawful killings and disappearances, has been 
elected to serve on what is supposed to be the world's preeminent human rights body. In fact, the DRC - a 
country under investigation at the Human Rights Council - ran unopposed.» 

Human rights groups echoed Ambassador Haley's concerns and Louis Charbonneau, U.N. director at 
Human Rights Watch,~ the election "a slap in the face to the many victims of the Congolese 
government's grave abuses across the country." 

• Indeed Amb. Haley and her delegation are visiting the DRC during a bleak time, as the government -
led by Joseph KabjlQ"- continues to thwart the will of the people by refusing to allow free, (air, 
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democ;ratic national elections. As has been reported. tensions rise as news spreads that the 
presidential vote has been delayed until 2019. 

Congo's long-delayed presidential vote cannot toke place until 2019 despite a deal with the opposition that 
• it would occur this year, a top election official said Wednesday. 

The opposition immediate"1 called the move a power grab, accusing President Joseph Kabila of seeking to 
extend his rule. There had been indications the election would be pushed back to 2018, but the new 
announcement escalated an already tense situation in the vast Central African nation. 

✓ This latest delay is in direct defiance of the agreement struck December 31. 2016 in which Mr. 
Kabila's opponents accepted he could remain in office in spite of the fact that his lawful tenure 
ended December 19 under the condition that elections for the presidency were held this year. 

✓ In the intervening months protests have continued Worldwide. Ahead of Mr. Kabila's scheduled 
address at the UN General Assembly on September 23, pro-democracy activists gathered to raise 
awareness of the "atrocities of this brutal dictator and support the Congolese people in their quest 
for a DRC where human rights and the principles of democracy are respected." 

✓ Early in the year, authorities llli!!re up protests in the DRC that resulted from talks on the transfer 
of power stalling with shots and tear gas. Authorities went on to .ban all demonstrations in April as 
negotiations deteriorated further. 

• Meanwhile. violence continues to rage in the DRC with increasing casualties. In March. the hodje~ _of 
two humanitarian aid workers were djscovered and United Nations representatives have uncovered 
more than 80 mass graves. 

• October 16 also marked the release of an investigative report called The Terrorists' Treasury by the 
Sentry, raising questions about one of the most prominent banks in the DRC, run by Mr. Kabila's 
brother. The report states: 

Inadequate anti-money laundering compliance and sanctions enforcement standards at banks can empower 
a wide range of criminal groups and corrupt actors-and ultimate,r undermine governance and contribute 
to instability in Congo and elsewhere. Members of civil society have suggested that business interests could 
be part of the reason Kabila, who has sparked a violent nationwide political crisis by i"ecent,r ovetstay/lllJ his 
presidential term limits, has maintained an iron grip on the presidency. 

Additional excerpts from the 43 page report are included below. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 
Craig 

The financial arrangements between BGFlBank DRC and corporate entities linked to Hezbo/lah financiers 
not only potential,r undermine counterterrorism efforts but could also take a toll on security and human 
rights in Congo. BGFIBank DRC is managed and partly controlled by Kabila family members. The bank has 
been involved in-irregular transactions involving senior politicians and businessmen dose to President 
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Kabila. Meanwhile, Kabila is being sharply criticized by Congolese pro-democracy movements, international 
human rights groups,! and U.S. diplomats for overstaying his presidential term limits and overseeing 
repression against civilians. Congo Futur and its subsidiaries remain major players in Congolese business, 
and many of these commercial ventures routinely interface with Congolese government officials. In 2012, 
one U.S. official who requested anonymit;y told Reuters, "The question for the Congolese government is 
whether they really want to continue doing business with a company that is linked to a terrorist 
organization?" But now, that question could be turned on its head: companies doing business with the 
Congolese government should ask whether they really want to continue doing business with an increasingly 
violent and repressive regime. President Joseph Kobila refused to support elections preparations or cede 
power at the end of 2016, in violation of the constitution's two-term limit The Congolese Catholic Bishops 
Conference (CENCO) led a mediation effort that resulted in an agreement stipulating a new, urgent timeline 
for elections, in addition to certain commitments from the government that included dropping charges 
against political prisoners. But the regime has failed to deliver on its commitments, and Kabila continues to 
deploy a strategic combination of stalling tactics and vicious repression against dissent to remain in office. 
There has been speculation that he remains in office in part to maintain connections to his business 
networks. As Bloomberg reported, "Kabila's refusal to step down threatens to thrust his country back into 
the kind of chaos that cost millions of lives after his father took power nearly two decades ago." 

The United States and the European Union should strengthen their use of sanctions pursuant to Executive 
Order 13671 and EU sanctions authorities pertaining to Congo, against senior Kabila financial advisors, the 
heads of state-owned companies, other key regime officials engaging in acts of corruption and obstruction of 
the democratic process, and their business networks. 

The U.S. Department of Justice should also explore potential IEEPA violations related to business being done 
by companies or individuals subject to U.S. jurisdiction with individuals in Congo designated for sanctions for 
human rights violations during the most recent ongoing political crisis.141 Specialized human rights and 
transnational crimes units in Europe, in particular members of the Eurojust Genocide Intervention Network, 
should follow suit, investigating whether there are ties between Kabila's business network, whose members 

. may be subject to the jurisdiction of EU member states; these organizations should also investigate serious 
human ri/}hts crimes occurring in Congo, as well as abuses and terrorist activity els~here. . 

.lfflIE: These materials are distributed by DCI Group AZ, L.L.C. for Akin Gump Straus Hauer and Feld LLP on 
behalf of Moise Katumbi, and additional information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, 
DC. 
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