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Earlier today, the United Nations Security Council released a statement in support of free and fair 
democratic elections in the Democratic Republic of Congo. As you know, DRC President Joseph Kabila 
was constitutionally required to leave office last year - a requirement he has snubbed. · 

In cheering the Security Council's statement, Olivier Kamitatu. a leader in the DRC"s opposition and 
current advisor and spokesman for Gov. Moise Katumbi issued the following statement: 

"We are pleased with this strong statement from the United Nation's Security Council reminding, 
warning. and urging Mr. Kabila and his entourage to stop obstructing, subverting, and hijacking 
the Congolese people's democracy; and to abide - immediately - to the strict implementation and 
enforcement of the CENCO agreement and UNSCR 2348. Specifically, UNSCR 2348 refers to the 
publication of a credible and approved electoral calendar, the safeguarding of a transparent 
electoral process, and the return ofMoise Katumbi, as.a free man and citizen! Mr. Kabila, your 
time is up. The world is watching and those who support freedom are on the side of the Congolese 
people." 

The Security Council's statement reaffirmed the path for the combined Presidential, Legislative and 
Provincial elections established by the Independent National Electoral Commission of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (CENCO) which they set for December 23, 2018. I have included a coup!~ of 
relevant passages from the UNSC's statement. The second passage mentions the end of"unjustified 
lawsuits" - this is a clear reference to the unjustified, illegitimate, and politically motivated conviction of 
Gov. Katumbi on bogus charges. 

The members of the Security Council stressed that a peaceful and credible electoral cycle, in accordance with 
the Congolese Constitution and Security Council resolution 2348 (2017), as well as the African Charter on 
Democracy, Elections and Governance, is crucial for lasting peace and stability in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. They called upon the Congolese authorities and all the relevant institutions to take all the 
necessary measures without delay to ensure that this new calendar is scrupulously adhered to, including the 
publication of a credible budget for the combined elections arid the adoption of the required electoral 
legislation. They also underscored the need to do everything possible to ensure that the planned elections 
are organized with the requisite conditions of transparency, credibility and inc/usivity, and lead to a 

. peaceful transfer of power, in accordance with the Constitution and with the Agreement, including the 
provisions of its Chapter II. 
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