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Good morning Colleagues,

I am reaching out to share a couple of positive developments coming from the 

UAE in recent weeks regarding the first deployment of the F-35 fighter jet to the 

Middle East and the UAE’s commendable efforts to combat money laundering 

and terrorist financing.

F-35 deployed to UAE

As you may know, on April 15, the U.S. Air Force’s most advanced fighter jet, the 

F-35A Lightning II, was deployed to the Middle East for the first time. The jets 

arrived at Al Dhafra Air Base in Abu Dhabi, where over 4,000 U.S. personnel are 

hosted by the UAE.

The U.S. and the UAE work together closely to promote stability in the Middle 

East and have a strong history of cooperating against threats such as Al Qaeda 

and ISIS. This deployment will strengthen security across the region and help to 

promote peace and stability - an important goal shared between the U.S. and the 

UAE.

Please see the article below for more details on this significant development.

Abu Dhabi Global Market strengthens anti-money laundering regime

This month, Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM), an international financial center 

that ensures that the UAE’s pro-business environment operates consistent with 

internationally recognized best practice, enhanced its rules that combat money
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laundering and terrorist financing. This change for ADGM comes shortly after 

Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) similarly strengthened its anti-money 

laundering and counter-terrorist financing regime in October 2018.

These recent improvements are just the latest steps taken by the UAE to tackle 

criminal financial activity. The UAE has worked closely with the U.S. over the last 

decade to tighten its financial regulation and strives to be a leader in countering 

terrorism financing, money laundering, and other financial crimes.

Please see the article below that details the UAE’s latest efforts to strengthen its 

regulations.

As always, please reach out if you have questions or would like to further discuss. 

~Hagir

F-35A deploys to Middle East for first time

Air Force Times 

Stephen Losey 

April 15, 2019

The Air Force’s most advanced fighter jet has, for the first time, been deployed to 

the Middle East.

U.S. Air Forces Central Command said in a release that F-35A Lightning Ms from 

the 388th Fighter Wing and the 419th Fighter Wing, both at Hill Air Force Base in 

Utah, arrived at Al Dhafra Air Base in the United Arab Emirates Monday.

The F-35's arrival comes a little more than a month after B-1B Lancer bombers 

completed their deployment at Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar, which left the Air Force 

with no bomber presence in the Middle East. The joint strike fighters will bolster 

the Air Force’s firepower in the region as the coalition carries out airstrikes
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against the Taliban in Afghanistan and scattered remnants of the Islamic State.

“We are adding a cutting-edge weapons system to our arsenal that significantly 

enhances the capability of the coalition,” said Lt. Gen. Joseph Guastella, 

commander of AFCENT, in the release. “The sensor fusion and survivability this 

aircraft provides to the joint force will enhance security and stability across the 

theater and deter aggressors.”

The F-35A is a stealth fighter with an advanced sensor package that was 

designed to replace aging air frames such as the F-16 and A-10. The Air Force 

said it is designed to fuse, integrate and share data with other assets on the 

battlefield.

The F-35A provides our nation air dominance in any threat,” Air Force Chief of 

Staff Gen. Dave Goldfein said in the release. “When it comes to having a 

quarterback for the coalition joint force, the inter-operable F-35A is clearly the 

aircraft for the leadership role.”

AFCENT spokeswoman Maj. Holly Brauer declined to specify how many F-35As 

had been deployed to Al Dhafra, as well as the number of airmen present to 

support the deployment.

She also would not confirm whether the aircraft will take part on missions on 

behalf of Operation Inherent Resolve.

“During their deployment, the Airmen will fly operational and other missions as 

assigned,” she said. “Consistent with operations security, we will not discuss 

employment details in advance. The F-35A and their crews will bring the 

advanced capabilities to the CENTCOM commander’s wide range of options.”

In 2017, the fifth-generation fighter also deployed to RAF-Lakenheath in the 

United Kingdom and the U.S. Pacific Command area of responsibility.

The 388th is an active-duty wing, and the 419th is a reserve wing.

Abu Dhabi Global Market enacts enhanced
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anti-money laundering regime

International Investment 

Pedro Gonsalves 

April 16, 2019

Abu Dhabi Global Market has enacted changes to its rules that combat 

money laundering and financing of terrorism and unlawful organisations, as 

the UAE ramps up efforts to tackle financial crime.

Under the enhanced ADGM AML Regime, Relevant Persons, including 

‘designated non-financial businesses and professions' who operate in ADGM will 

be required to be registered under the ADGM AML regime and comply with the 

obligations under this framework within the next 12 months.

These amendments reflect ADGM's continuous commitment as an international 

financial centre, to provide a safe regulatory environment and adopt a stringent 

and effective financial crime prevention supervisory framework, which supports 

the UAE's efforts to combat money laundering and terrorist financing activities. 

ADGM is working closely with UAE federal authorities to ensure proper readiness 

for FATF's upcoming mutual evaluation assessment, and our dedicated team is 

working on various initiatives to enhance the level of compliance and awareness 

of financial crime risks," Richard Teng, CEO of Financial Services Regulatory 

Authority of ADGM said.

As are other countries globally, the UAE is preparing to undergo an assessment 

this summer by the Financial Action Task Force, an inter-governmental body set 

up in 1989 and responsible for developing and upholding global policies to 

prevent money laundering, terrorist financing and other types of financial crime.

The UAE received satisfactory status in its last review in 2008. If any nation falls 

short in its FATF assessment, it would receive a negative report and risk being 

named as "unsatisfactory" or worse.

Dubai tightens anti-money laundering rules for 
DIFC
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International Investment 

Pedro Gongalves 

October 4, 2018

The Dubai government is implementing changes to the Dubai International 

Financial Centre’s anti-money laundering laws in order to enhance the free 

zone’s ability to fight financial crime.

The changes include strengthening provisions to supervise non-financial 

businesses in the DIFC, and strike them off the register in the event of non- 

compliance.

“The DFSA welcomes these changes and sees them as an important step 

towards enhancing the AML/counterterrorist financing regime,” said Bryan 

Stirewalt, chief executive of the DFSA.

While the move plays a major role in enhancing the anti-money laundering and 

counter terrorist financing regime, it is also expected to boost the free zone’s 

position as a financial hub.

“They will also improve the supervisory oversight of [financial and other 

institutions], and are appropriate changes to support the growth of the DIFC and 

continue to position it as the financial hub of choice for international firms in the 

region,” he added.

The changes are expected to work in favour of the UAE’s assessment in the 

upcoming evaluation by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the inter

governmental body which is responsible for developing policies that combat 

money laundering, terrorist financing and other types of financial crime.

The UAE received satisfactory status in its last review in 2008. Saudi Arabia’s 

application was just rejected.

The changes are set to take effect on October 29.

Ms. Hagir H. Elawad 

Principal 

UAE Strategies 

haair@uaestrateaies.com 
(202) 770-7872
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Good morning Colleagues,

Following the historic visit by Pope Francis earlier this year, the UAE took another 

step to promote greater religious freedom as it continues to celebrate the “Year of 

Tolerance.” On April 20, the foundation stone of the UAE’s first traditional Hindu 

temple was laid in Abu Dhabi. The new temple will provide a welcoming space 

for the country’s 3.3 million Indians and provide a universal place of worship for 

all. The temple site, gifted by Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan will also include a spiritual and cultural center to 

showcase Hindu heritage. UAE leadership welcomes this opportunity to continue 

practicing religious openness, acceptance, and benevolence.

As always, please reach out if you have questions or would like to further discuss.

-Hagir

UAE's first Hindu temple to partially open to the public next 
year

The National 

April 23, 2019

The UAE's first traditional Hindu temple is set to welcome worshippers from 2022, 

with parts of the landmark site to open next year.

The first phase of construction in Abu Dhabi - including community centres, halls 

and exhibition spaces in the sprawling complex - is due to completed in 2020,
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according to a senior priest overseeing the project.

Work on the hand-crafted marble and sandstone shrine will be completed by 

2022.

Swami Brahmavihari, the priest handling international relations for Baps 

Swaminarayan Sanstha, the organisation building the temple, said worshippers 

will have the opportunity to see construction of the temple with their own eyes.

He said an observation area will be set up to allow visitors to see the historic site 

take shape.

“Visitors will be able to come and see through glass the entire process of stone 

construction being done,” he said.

He didn't disclose what form the observation area would take.

“The buildings to be made out of concrete will be done as fast as possible. The 

mandir, the main temple, is made out of pink sandstone from Rajasthan. The 

stone has to be hand-carved by craftsmen. Beautiful filigree designs and stories 

are being carved and that will take two-and-a-half to three years by the time it is 

carved and set up.”

The foundation stone for the temple was laid in the Abu Mureikha area of Abu 

Dhabi on Saturday as priests chanted Sanskrit-language hymns to mark the start 

of construction.

Priests from India are in the UAE this week for daily prayer ceremonies presided 

over by Mahant Swami Maharaj, the spiritual leader of Baps, a body responsible 

for building 1,200 shrines across the world including the US, UK and Australia.

The Mahant on Monday led a service for more than 2,000 people in Dubai’s 

Jumeirah Park area where he spoke of inner spirituality and the importance of a 

life of service to others.

He also asked devotees to pray for the victims and families of hundreds of people 

who were killed in the horrific terror attack in Sri Lanka.
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More than 290 people were killed on Sunday in a series of blasts that targeted 

churches and luxury hotels in Colombo.

“Innocents have died and it is saddening. It could have happened anywhere in 

the world. Let us pray for their souls and for peace,” the Mahant told worshippers 

who gathered in the UAE from across the world for the prayer sessions.

Devotees meditated and made offerings of flowers during the two-hour daily 

programmes that will end on Friday.

Later, Swami Brahmavihari dwelt on the significance of 11 hectares of land for the 

shrine granted by Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 

Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces.

The temple would strengthen ties of people from the subcontinent with the UAE, 

home to about 3.3 million Indians.

“The relationship was always been strong and deep,” he said.

“The creation of the temple, the sharing of ideas will further cement the bonds.”

Swami Brahmavihari said the Abu Dhabi temple would not be as big as shrines 

the organisation has built previously, such as the Akshardham temples in New 

Delhi.

But the UAE’s first classical stone temple would be unique due to the variation of 

sculptures retelling ancient stories from Indian scriptures.

Craftsmen in India have begun etching samples of the motifs that will decorate 

the outer sloping sandstone spires and the marble columns within the shrine. The 

pieces will later be assembled in the UAE.

“We are trying to bring together all the forms of art from the north, south, east and 

west of India and amalgamate that into this temple,” he said.

“It is going to be both iconic and historic because it will be the first traditional
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Hindu temple here completely carved by almost 2,000 craftsmen and then the 

temple will be pieced together like a giant jigsaw puzzle in the UAE.”

He reiterated the gratitude to UAE’s rulers for permitting the temple to be built in 

the country.

“People can bring friends and family to this temple to understand ideas of peace, 

harmony, faith and that’s what the temple is about,” he said.

“We believe the more people meet each other, the more they communicate and 

understand, then more easily will they find peace. Through spiritual discourses, 

serving together, spending time together, people can elevate their spiritual being 

and find peace within.

“This will in turn bring peace to the entire community, city, country and region 

irrespective of age, gender, religion and nationality.”

The community centres in the temple will encourage visitors to engage in 

discussion and teach values to the younger generation.

The first exhibition to open the temple complex next year will be titled, ‘Beautiful 

borderless world,’ to mark the completion of the first phase of construction.

Ms. Hagir H. Elawad 

Principal 

UAE Strategies 

haair@uaestrateaies-Com 
(202) 770-7872
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Good morning Colleagues,

On May 14, the Anti-Defamation League announced at an interfaith tolerance 

event cohosted by the UAE Embassy, that NYU chaplain Rabbi Yehuda Sarna will 

serve as the first chief rabbi of the UAE’s Jewish community.

Rabbi Sarna hopes to nurture and grow this important community and his 

experience in the UAE, which he speaks of in the article below, further 

demonstrates the UAE’s strong commitment to promoting religious acceptance.

This exciting development comes as the UAE continues to celebrate the “Year of 

Tolerance,” and strives to create a society where people of all backgrounds are 

welcomed and celebrated.

As always, please reach out if you have questions or would like to further discuss. 

-Hagir

NYU Chaplain to Be First Chief Rabbi in the 
United Arab Emirates

JTA. Haaretz and Ron Kampeas 

May 15, 2019 11:54 AM

Rabbi Yehuda Sarna, the New York University chaplain, will be the first chief rabbi 

of the Jewish Community of the United Arab Emirates.
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David Weinberg, the international affairs director for the Anti-Defamation League, 

made the announcement Tuesday at an event co-hosted by the ADL and 

the UAE embassy on interfaith tolerance.

“What we see is the first emergence of the first new Jewish community emerging 

in the Arab world for centuries,” said Sarna, who says there are hundreds of Jews 

in the UAE from all over the world to take advantage of employment 

opportunities.

In an extensive interview with Haaretz. he described how he found himself 

working in the Gulf: “When it was suggested in 2010 that I start visiting NYU in 

Abu Dhabi, where we also have some Jewish students, I said I’ll go only if it’s 

safe enough for me to go dressed the way I dress. They said come, and I walk 

around there with a kippa and tzitztit. I’ve gone every year for the past eight years 

twice a year exactly as I am now."

He recounts that "The first time I went was the weekend that the Mossad killed a 

Hamas official in Dubai. I woke up in the morning and I saw the newspaper. I was 

surprised, I was afraid, but I didn’t realize how safe the country was.”

He also discussed the unique issues his position faced in the staunchly Muslim 

Emirates. “I helped develop the strategy around religious expression at the 

university because obviously it’s a Western liberal university, but it’s also located 

in an Arab country that’s paying for that.

"So what happens with a student who’s gay, and a number of them are gay - can 

they establish an LGBT club? Can they organize events within the school where 

their classmates are people from the Emirates? Or for Rosh Hashanah, could we 

organize a dinner for that? Could we advertise? Could we put a Magen David on 

the flyer?”

Sarna told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that the position is unpaid, and that he 

will travel four times a year to Dubai, where the UAE recently installed a 

synagogue, to lead services during holidays and life-cycle ceremonies. He said 

he will stay on as chaplain at NYU and as the executive director of the university’s 

Bronfman Center for Jewish Student Life.

He said his hope is to nurture a structured community so that paid staff, including 

a full-time rabbi, could one day take over.
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Much of the session Wednesday was dedicated to extolling the UAE for 

advancing religious tolerance in the region. In addition to the synagogue, which 

opened late last year, a Hindu temple was inaugurated recently and there is an 

active Christian presence. Pope Francis visited Dubai in February, the first visit by 

a pope to the Arabian peninsula.

The panelists, who also included Christian clergy who have visited or served in 

the UAE, were sensitive to questions from reporters and others about the UAE’s 

poor record on human rights, which includes repression of expression and the 

imprisonment of political opponents. Additionally, the UAE and Saudi Arabia 

are deeply entrenched in a war in Yemen that is backed by the Trump 

administration but has been lambasted by lawmakers from both parties for its 

civilian toll.

Sarna and Weinberg said it was important to point out abuses in that war and in 

the UAE, but also to seize an opportunity to advance religious tolerance in the 

Arab world.

“One of the powers of moral complexity is its ability to paralyze people from doing 

anything,” Sarna said. “I would never say don’t ask any questions, but do not fall 

prey to the paralysis of complexity.”

Ms. Hagir H. Elawad 

Principal 

UAE Strategies 
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