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American National lnte.rests and the U,S. Policy Response 

• to the Chinese Government's Militarization of its Western Region 

The role of the U.S. Congress In securing American Interests and values In Xinjlang 

► Public statements representing the American people . 
► Hearings to investigate American companies providing digital repression technology 
► Oversight of enforcement of existing U.S. sanctions 
► Suppqrt for Ambassador Nikki Haley to secure American interests at the UN. 
► Pressure holding Ambassador Cui Tiankai to account for brutal retaliation against U.S. citizens 
► Crisis diplomacy to project the families of Radio Free Asia reporters and ordinary Uyghur-Americans, detained 

and tortured in Xin)iang. 

Big Data totaHtarlan control being teated on 11 mllllon Uyghuis In China 
Xinjlang is ground zero for testing how to combine artificial Intelligence and big data to perfect totalitarian control. This 
system can then be rolled out to the rest of China, and the te(:hnology copied by other dictatorships around the wortd. 

• 24-hour digital surveillance: ·w~Fi sniffers," facial-recognition and infrared night-vision cameras 
• "Predictive policing" using a 75-point rating platform to rate each Uyghur as "trustworthy" or not 
• Hi-tech C4I SR military technology rolled out to implement PLA secu.ritization of control 

China's geopolitical Influence In the "Arc of Instability," with Xlnjlang as a launching pad 
CCP Secretary-General Xi Jinping has built up the "Belt and Road Initiative" as a key national priority for the "Great 
Rejuvenation" of the Chinese nation. China's global ambitions include taking a leadership role throughout Centiral Asia and 
Pakistan. In Afghanistan, .Chinese disinformation serves the PRC's unsuppqrted claims to be facing an "international 
Muslim terrorist' threat, justifying its securitization of civilian control in Xinjiang. 

Undennlnlng the UN and irifluenclng foreign governments to make the world safe for dictatorship 
The Chinese government acts aggressively to shut down criticism of its human rights record at the UN, corrals UN security 
staff to expel critics such as Wortd Uyghur Congress President Dolkun Isa, and pushes for resolutions promoting 
acceptance of dictatorship as a global norm. Chinese Communist Party members now lead inter-governmental bodies 
including INTERPOL, at a time when the CCP leadership has declared that China will soon realize its vision of a "new era" 
when China will take "center stage in the wortd." The new Chinese Ambassador to the UN, Ma Zhaoxu, served as 
Ambassador to Australia 2013-2016, a period of great success for CCP Influence in Austiralian political parties, 
government, education, media, and think tan.ks. 

Forelgn11ovemment retaliation and brutality to U.S. citizens and students on U.S. soil 
20 relatives of a reporter for Radio Free Asia, a flagship Congressional initiative, have been disappeared into the mass
incarceration camps in Xinjiang. Almost all Uyghur abroad are afraid to contact their family at home and have heard that 
one or more family members are.currently in detention. 

Wholesale ethnic repression, brutality and cultural genocide 
The PRC government is singling out an ethnic group for elimination as a distinct people. Harsh pqlicies punish the use of 
the Uyghur language and practice of religion. Ethnic mass-jncarceration camps, called "political education centers,· were 
established starting in April 2017. Experts believe these concentration camps may now hold up to 10% of the Uyghur 
population for indefinite detention without trial. Individuals and entire families are picked up on the street or with a sudden. 
knock on the door. 

Contact: 

Omer Kanai, Executive Committee Chairman 
+1.202.304.2070 (Washington, DC) 
OmerKanat2008@gmall.com 
Dolkun Isa, President 
+49.89.5432.1999 (Munich, Germany) 
Dolkun@gmail.com 

This material is distributed by John Chwat on behalf of World U)'ghil.r Congress. Addtti.onal information is available at 
The Departmeot of Justice, Washington, D.C. 
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The Uyghurs are a Turkic ethnic group who have now become mi
norities in their own homeland. East Turkestan (called the Xin
jiang Uyghur Autonomous Region by China), spans over 1.6 mil
lion square kilometers and makes up the largest administrative 
division in China. More than 11 million Uyghurs - the majority of 
them Muslim and ethnically and culturally close to other Central 
Asian nations - live in East Turkestan (or the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region, XUAR). 

Despite the Chinese government's claimthat rapid economic and 
social development has created a harmonious, stable and satis
factory social environment, Uyghurs have always had a troubled 
relationship with the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) central 
government authorities and have been facing a Beijing-supported 
influx of Chinese migrants into their homeland, harsh repression of 
political dissent, and limitations on the eXpression of their distinct 
identity. The Uyghur people are struggling for cultural survival. 

To help you better understand the urgency and scale of the human 
rights issues they are facing, we are providing this report to bn'ef 
you on the intensifying human rights situation in the Uyghur re
gion, including China's most recent unlawful mass detention of the 
Uyghurs. 
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1.freedom of Expression 

Chinese officials introduced policies to regulate the Uyghur Muslims' per
sonal religious expression, including circumcisions, weddings and funer
als, according to the U.S. Congressional-Executive Commission on China's 

(CECC) 2015 report. Authorities have also adopted new regulations limiting 
the role of religion in education, as well as Uyghur parents' ability to engage 

. their children in religious activities in the XUAR (CECC 2017, p.8). CECC's 
2017 report notes that Chinese authorities continued to harass, detain and 

imprison democracy advocates who exercised their freedom of speech, as

sembly and demonstration (CECC 2017, p. 55). 

Marty Uyghur intellectuals, including independent writers and blog adtnin
istrators, have been detained over the past few years in the XUAR. Uyghur 

activists speculate that Nurmuhemmet Yasin, recognized by Pen America for 

his allegorical short story "Wild Pigeon" - the same writing that led to his 

arrest-probably died in prison. In 2014, Chinese authorities handed down a 

life sentence to Ilharn Tohti, an economist, professor and researcher on Uy

ghur-Han relations, convicting him of"separatism" despite his call for ethnic 
harmony and understanding. Tohti was awarded the Martin Ennals Award for 

Human Rights Defenders in 2016(Arnnesl:y International, 2017). 

Chinese authorities have not only detained Uyghur writers and journalists in 
East Turkestan (Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous region), they have also de

tained relatives of journalists in other countrie~. 

Four ethnic Uyghur journalists have reported that their parents and relatives 

in East Turkestan have been detained or have disappeared.ShohretHoshur, 

GulchehraHoja, Mamatjan Juma, and KurbanNiyaz, all of them working for 

the new U.S. government funded agency RFA, believe that their parents and 

family members have been detained or have disappeared. Two of them are 

U.S. citizens. Gulchehra believed that around 20 of her relatives have been 

detained because of her work in the U.S. (Laignee Barron, 2018). 
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Central and regional officials in the XUAR also placed strict restrictions on 

communication tools over the past few years. They tightened controls on cell 
phone use and ordered residents to install a spyware application -Jingwan
gWeishi (Web Cleansing Guard) -to allow the government to monitor their 
activity for "illegal religious content" (Oiwan Lam, 2017). The government 
also expanded its censors on the internet, blocked access to virtual private 
networks (VPNs), and at times fought the filming of treaty body reviews and 
online access to them. 

The Chinese Ministry of Industry and Information Technology posted a no
tice on its website in 2017, announcing the launch of a nationwide clean-up 
campaign aimed at internet service providers, internet data centers, and con

tent delivery network companies (Sij ia Jiang, 2017). The notice also prohib
ited the creation or rental of communication channels, including VPNs, to 
·tui! cross-border operations without government approval. VPNs are often 

used to access social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter, which are 
restricted in China. In the XUAR, VPNs have been treated as tools for terror
ists. According to Radio Free Asia, in 2016, police in the XUAR's Changji 

City detained a man for allegedly "downloading violent and terrorism cir

cumvention software," warning others of the serious consequences of using 
VPNs in the Uyghur region (Qiao Long

1
, 2016). 

2.Restrlctions on Religious Activities 

In 2017, the Chinese Communist Party expanded restrictions on the already 
limited space for expression, religious activity, and peaceful assembly. To
day, restrictions on religious freedom has intensified dramatically in the 
XUAR and Tibet. Authorities have adopted new regulations limiting the role 

of religion in education as well as parents' ability to involve their children in 
religious activities. Regulations also ban Islamic dress -including veils and. 

irregular beards -and prohibit parents from naming their children any of a list 

of dozens oflslamic names deemed extremist by Chinese authorities. Fami

lies who fail to comply with the natne regulation risk denial of household 

registration (hukou) for their newborns, thereby restricting their access to 

social services such as education and healthcare. More recent reports indicate 
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that the name prohibition has been extended to include children up to the age 
of 16 (CECC 2017, p.8). 

In the East Turkestan (XUAR), Chinese authorities have also ordered ethnic 
minority Muslim families to hand in .religious items, including prayer mats 
and copies of the Quran to the authorities, according to RFA (Qiao Long2, 

2017). News also specified that almost 70% of mosques were demolished 

in theKashgar city, under the "Mosque Rectification" campaign that was 
launched by the Chinese government in 2016 (ShohretHoshur, 2016). Many 
intellectuals and businessmen disappeared or were arrested for their religious 

thought or practice. Muhammad SalihHajim, a well know religious leader 
and academic, might have disappeared or been detained, according to unof
ficial sources, World Uyghur Congress called Chinese government to clarify 
his status and whereabouts (WUC, 2017). 

The government restricts religious practice to five officially recognized re
ligions and only in officiallyapproved religious premises. I.t retains control 
over religious personnel appointments, publications, finances, and seminary 
applications. In a major speech on religion, President Xi Jinping warned 
against overseas,infiltrations through religious means and called on religions 
to adopt Chinese characteristics (HRW', 2017). 

In 2016, Beijing issued a white paper -"Freedom of Religious Belief in 
XUAR" -alleging that the government protects normal religious activities 
and respects citizens' religious needs and customs. Just days after publishing 
the paper, the government once again imposed its annual ban on the obs.er
vance of Ramadan; and authorities prevented government employees, stu
dents, and children from fasting and in most cases from praying during Ra
madan. As of November 2016, Uyghur Muslim parents are forbidden from 
including their children in any religious activity, and citizens are encouraged 

to inform authorities about neighbors who may be involved in activities pro

hibited by the government. 

Authorities continue to restrict men from sporting beards and women from 

wearing headscarves and face-covering veHs. Various reports also indicate 



that the Chinese government destroyed thousands of mosques in the XUAR 
in 2016, purportedly because the buildings were considered a threat to public 
safety (USCIRF, 2017, p.34). 

3. "Bilingual Education" Policy 

In July 2017, the Education Department in the XUAR's Rotan prefecture is
sued a directive requiring full Mandarin instruction beginning in preschool 
and banning the use ofUyghur in all educational activities and management, 
threatening punishment if the directives were not followed (UHRP 

1
, 2017). 

Under China's "bilingual education" policy, class instruction takes place pri
marily in Mandarin Chinese, replacing instruction in languages spoken by 
ethnic minority groups. Authorities in Rotan banned the Uyghur language in 
education "in order to strengthen elementary and middle/high school bilin

gual education." The ban includes a prohibition on Uyghur language signs 
on school grounds as well as the use ofUyghur in school activities and edu
cational management. Earlier that year, in March, state media had announced 
that authorities would strengthen preschool bilingual education in the XUAR 

by building or expanding a total of 4,387 bilingual kindergartens and hiring 
10,000 bilingual teachers in 2017 (CECC 2017, p.55). 

Those measures are the most restrictive language policies in the regional edu
cation system to date and suggest a policy effort to move all Uyghur children 
into the "bilingual" education system is accelerating. But despite its label, 
"bilingual education" is effectively monolingual - Mandarin Chinese. The 
policy undermines the Uyghur people's right to preserve their cultural iden
tity and facilitates the assimilation of Uyghurs into Han culture. 

The World Uyghur Congress has been sounding alarms about the marginal

ization of the Uyghur language, concerned it will lead to the end of formal 

education for Uyghurs students in their own language. China has laws pro

tecting the use of minority languages, including in the education system -Ar
ticle 4 of the Chinese Constitution protects the freedom of minorities to use 
their own language, and Article 37 of the Regional Ethnic Autonomy Law 



slates that schools in autonomous regions should use the ethnic language as 
the primary medium of instruction. International human rights also outline 
standards protecting the right of ethnic minorities to receive education in 
their own language. These include Article 29 of the Convention of the Rights 
of the Child, Article 4 of the Declaration of the Rights of Persons Belonging 
to National or Ethnic, Religious an~ Linguistic Minorities, and Article 6 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The Chinese government should realize its efforts to undermine important 
elements of Uyghur identity will not solve the underlying issues of margin

alization and inequality. It should respect its own laws and the principles of 
international law protecting the rights of minorities to educate their children 
in their own language. 

4. Effects of Counter-terrorism Law and Anti-Extrem
ism Regulations 

Over the past few years, the Chinese government has been exploiting "terror
ist threats" in order to further strengthen its security forces in East Turkestan, 

invoking and proclaiming the danger of extremism from Uyghurs, justifying 
and expanding its harsh policies, and trying to further crackdown on civil 
rights. 

China's ostensible campaign against the "three evil forces" (terrorism, reli
gious extremism and separatism) in East Turkestan has explicitly served to 
draw a direct line from fundamental aspects of Uyghur culture to terrorism 
(WUC, 2017). 

The Counter• Terror Law, its burden heavily falling on Uyghurs, passed in 

December 2015, used to further restrict communication and religious prac

tice of the people. 

Undoubtedly, Chinese authorities have been exaggerating the threat from 

extremism and terrorism. They have been overly suppressing religious ac

tivities and ethnic independence in East Turkestan. They claimed ,that China 



faced the threat of terrorism, but failed to release details about terrorism con

victions in the region. This raised concerns aboutusing counter- terror law on 

nonviolent activities. China's Counter-Terrorism Law is regarded as politi

cally motivated because of its lack of transparency and violations of fair trial 

(HRW1, 2017). 

the riskofracist attacks by law enforcement authorities toward Uyghurs has 

always been high in East Turkestan. It is clear that Chinese Counter-Terror

ism Law did not only not comply with international human rights law, but 

also with China's domestic law. 

Some area of China's Counter-Terrorism Law raising our concerns; 

China's Counter-terrorism Law should include articles that relate to protect

ing minorities, especially when its main objective is to protect certain mi

nority groups. According to article 104 of the law, the Chinese government 

defined thoughts and speeches which attempted to "influence national policy 

making" belonging to terrorism. So, any thoughts urging the Chinese gov

ernment to change the policy toward East Turkestan (Xinjiang) might be re

garded as terrorism. This may cause local law enforcement officials in East 

Turkestan to abuse their power, and to. categorize more innocent people as 

terrorists. 

Articlesl5, 16, and 94 indicated that any telecommunication and internet 

services have to provide a "backdoot' for the government. That means any 

telecommunication and internet service providers that do not comply with 

the regµlation will be restricted from operating in China. These regulations 

further restricted freedom of expression and communication by using an 

overseas service provider. Individuals who have access to restricted commu

nication tools may be regarded as criminals. 

Articles 23 and 46 allowed officials to track down people with a digital sur

veillance system, establish checkpoints and collect individuals' information 

to be compiled onto a database. 



Article 52 also allows law enforcement to restrict communication, living lo
cation, social and business activ:ities. 

In March 2017, the XUAR People's Congress adopted the region's first "anti
extremism" regulations (CLT, 2017). The regulations categorize 15 actions 
as extremism, and according to a Chinese legal scholar they "draw a clear 
line between legal religion and illegal religion." While the XUAR People's 
Congress adopted regional measures in July 2016 to implement the PRC's 
Counter-Terrorism Law -which describes how authorities should work to 
counter religious extremism (CTL 2016; Bai Tian, 2016)-the 2017 regional 
regulation provides more detailed descriptions of the responsibilities of the 
XUAR government authorities to eliminate extremism (Xinhua, 2017). Mea
sures aimed at countering extremism in the XUAR in recent years have often 
threatened to criminalize the Uyghurs' peaceful practice of religious faith 
(UHRP, 2016). 

The regulations categorize 15 actions as the sign of extremism, "draw a clear 
line between legal religion and illegal religion," and threatened to criminalize 
Uyghurs' religious practice (CECC, 2017, p.283). According to these cat

egories, using "Halal" signs on food products is also regarded as extremism 
(Eziz, 2017). 

The above regulations overly applied in East Turkestan (Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region) which had a total surveillance system, which included 
checkpoints at train slations and roads in and out of towns, hand-held. devices 
for searching people's smart phones, a GPS system for tracking cars, facial 
recognition systems everywhere, and a huge database for collecting biomet
ric and other relevant information of citizens (Josh Chin, Clement Biirge, 

2017). 

These implementation guidelines for the national Counter-Terrorism Law 

will do little to resolve the issue in the region .. Instead of addressing the prob

lems of the economic marginalization of the Uyghur population, the repres
sion of free religious practice, and access to education in the Uyghur lan

guage as well as the increasing atmosphere of suspicion towards Uyghurs, 



the guidelines clearly indicate that authorities intend to continue to increase 
the militarization of the region. 

§.Recall of Uyghur Students Abroad 

In 2017; the Chinese government ordered Uyghur students studying abroad, 
including those in Egypt, to return home (Shohret Hoshur

2
, 2017). Sever

al sources report Chinese authorities detained family members of overseas 
students to force them to return. After they failed to obey China's demands 
to return, more than 100 Uyghurs were detained in Egypt in August 2017. 
AUeast more than two dozen were forcibly returned to China, where some 
of them were reportedly arrested and imprisoned (Emily Feng, 2017). Bu
zaynepAbdureshit (BuzainafuAbdourexiti), a young Uyghur woman who 

had returned to China in 2015 after studying for two years in Egypt was sud
denly detained in Match 2017 and sentenced to seven years in prison during 

a secret trial (Amnesty International, 2017). Habibullah Tohti, an Uyghur 

man who graduated with a PhD from Al-Azhat University in Egypt, was 
sentenced to ten years in prison after he tried to find a job in the Chinese· 
education system (Shohret Hoshur3, 2017). At least six other Uyghur students 
who traveled to Turkey for educational purposes were jailed upon returning 
home, according to a relative of the region's former Communist Party Chair

man, despite a probe that found the students had not committed any crimes 
(Shohret Hoshur,, 2017). 

China continues to seek out and recall members of the ethnic Uyghur popu
lation scattered across the globe, In the case of Egypt, Chinese authorities 
have relied on Egyptian security forces to round up ethnic Uyghur Chinese 
citizens. Many details remain unclear about the arrest, detention and deporta
tion of Uyghur students studying in Egypt, including the legal residential or 

student status of some of the Uyghurs in Cairo. But the People's Republic of 

China's ability to demand the return of an entire group of minority citizens 

-without a clear and compelling case for their repatriation and without any 

hint of due process -should raise concern within the international community. 

Uyghur students in western countries are also facing a lot of pressure, both 
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from Chinese officials and by Han Chinese people. RFA reported that one 
of the Uyghur students was threatened by Han Chinese classmates who told 
him they would report him to the Chinese embassy for his "separatist view" 
(Mihray Abdulim, 2018). 

6, Re-Education Centers in the East Turkestan (XUAR) 

Perhaps the most urgent issue today is the detention of tens of thousands 
of Uyghurs in "re-education'' centers or camps in East Turkestan (XUAR). 
In 2017, China began rounding up Uyghurs by the thousands for detention 
in "re-education" camps or so-called political education centers. The camps 
are now formally referred to as Professional Education Schools after various 
other labels, including Socialism Training Schools and Counter Extremism 
Training Schools, since their inception in early 2017 (Eset Sulaiman,, 2017). 

Radio Free Asia has already published and broadcast dozens of news reports 
on China's re-education camps in the XUAR. Approximately 2000 of the 
13,000 Uyghurs in Kora City and 4000 of the 30,500 in Karakash county 
have been detained. At least 2000 Uyghurs inAktu county were also detained 
in the re-education camps (EsetSulaiman, 2017). There may be many other 
re-education centers in other regions of the XUAR. Uyghurs have been de
tained in the re-education camps for various reason, including traveling over
seas, and are forced to express their remorse over previous thoughts (Shohret 
Hoshur4, 2017). 

Some estimates demonstrate that as numerous as 800,000 people, generally 
Uighurs, have been imprisoned in the re-education camps. Based on the cur
rent populace of Uighurs in Xinjiang, which stands at a few U million, this 
sums up to the extrajudicial detainment of about ten percent of the ethno
national group (Phillips, 20 I 8). 

One of the re-education centers in Karakash county was filled with detainees 

last November, so about 500 excessive detainees were transported to another 
"re-education center" near the coUI1ty train station (Shohret Hushur2, 2018). 
The Chinese government is also targeting foreign citizens that have had Chi-



nese citizenship before. RFA interviews a Kazakistan citizen Omurbeg, who 

was detained by Chinese officials in East Turkestan (XURA), and was abused 

and tortured for 20 days (Gulchehre, 2018). 

Uyghur have been detained for various reasons. A Uyghur woman wastaken 

to a re-education camp jmft because she answered a phone call from a relative 

whose number was on the government blacklist (Shohret Hoshur3, 2018). 

Another report by Radio Free Asia stated that the Uyghurs detained in these 

facilities were held in overcrowded and squalid conditions, due to the large 

numbers of Uyghurs being held there. Despite this, more Uyghurs are be

ing arrested and sent to these facilities daily (Shohret Hoshur
1
, 2018).Sorne 

people have been taken to re-education camps because of their beards, keep

ing religious books and having religious content on their phones (Gulchehra3, 

2018). 

Many Uyghur activifu fear that these repressive institutions may develop 

into something paralleling the concentration camps the Jewish people suf

fered in more than 80 years ago. Human Rights Watch has called on the 

Chinese government to immediately free the people held in the unlawful po

litical education centers in the XUAR and shut the centers down. HRW noted 

that the political education centers are contrary to China's constitution and 

international human rights law. Article 37 of China's Constitution slates that 
all arrests must be approved by the procuratorate, the slate prosecution, or the 

courts, yet none of those agencies appear to be involved with the detentions 

(HRW2, 2017). 

7.Travel Restrictions 

In 2017, the XUAR officials continued to restrict Uyghurs' ability to travel 

freely in violation of Chinese law and international law. Since October 2016, 

authorities throughout the XUAR reportedly ordered residents to turn in their 

passports to police with varying deadlines of up to four months. Authorities 

subsequently required residents to seek approval from police for internation

al travel in order to retrieve their passports (CECC 2017, p.55). 
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Officials have also restricted domestic and local travel by setting up check 
points on the roads, implementing severe restrictions and security standards 
that apply only to Uyghurs and not Han Chinese citizens (JililKashgary, 
2017). While many factors are certainly at play, further restrictions on the 
Uyghurs' ability to travel seems likely to exacerbate the feelings of frustra
tions held by many Uyghurs. 

8. The "Big Data" andMass collection of DNA 

Chinese authorities are also building and implementing a predictive policing 
program, which depends onbig data analysis in the Uyghur region. Accord
ing to a Human Rights Watch report, Chinese authorities have developed 
apredictive policing program in order to monitor, investigate 3,11d detain in
dividuals in the Uyghur region. Monitoring is performed onfamily, financial 
and social situation, and anything linked to personal information. Authorities 

also organized a special team for visiting every family and gathering data 
about them. The inspection _results will be used to determined who should 
be taken into custody. The platform is an effective tool against "two faced 
people," and is going to be used in the Strike Hard Campaign, which may 
eventually result in extrajudicial detention (HRW,2018). 

According to research conducted by HRW and a report by Natw-e (inter
national weekly journal of science), security personnel have been collect
ing DNA samples from Uyghurs in the XUAR and from others throughout 
China, in many cases without consent. International observers raised con
cerns about the risk of officials misusing and abusing the collected biometric · 
data to heighten security controls on the Uyghur population as officials build 
a database of citizens' biometric information -not limited to those with a 
criminal background as in other countries and lacking the kinds oflegal safe

guards other countries implement to manage their DNA databases (CECC 
2017, p.56). 

The Chines government is also collecting voice p!lttems from Uyghurs in the 
XUAR and storing them in a biometric database. HRW reported that China 

' has already collected DNA samples from almost 40 million people and more 
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than one billion faces for a nationally searchable database without oversight, 
transparency, or privacy protections (HRW 

3
, 2017). The Uyghurs in the 

XUAR have been forced to take part in so called "free medical exams" while 
the purpose and results of those examinations are c.oncealed from patients. 

DNA collection s.hould m.eet the international privacy standards enshrined 
in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which China has 
signed but not ratified. A DNA collection and retention mechanism must be 
comprehensively regulated, be narrow in scope, and be proportionate to a 
legitimate security goal. 

9. Forced Labor and Transfer of Young Uyghur Wom
en to Mainland China 

The Chinese government's forced labor program still exists today in many of 

regions of the XUAR. Especially in rural areas, Uyghuts face various kinds 
of labor abuses in addition to the employment discrimination that prevents 
them from seeking non-agricultural jobs. In the rural southern areas of the 

XUAR, forced labor is a co11191on practice implemented by a government 
program called hashar in the Uyghur language. The program requires four to 
11 hours of unpaid daily labor on public works projects with strict penalties 

for those who fail to participate and is a major violation of the Uyghurs' labor 
rights. Not only does thehasharprogram eliminate jobs that Uyghurs should 
be paid for, it also prevents them from performing their own agricultural 
work. Forced labor programs not only violate the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, .but China's domestic laws as well (UHRP

2
, 2017). 

The Chinese government continues to transfer young Uyghur women to 
EaStem China to work in factories for law wages. This policy -promoted as 

an overwhelmingly positive experience for young women -has effectively 

removed thousands of Uyghur women from their families and placed them 

in substandard working conditions thousands of miles from home (UHRP, 

2008). At the same time, China aids the movement of large numbers of poor 

Han Chinese migrants to the XUAR by providing them with economic op

portunities. 
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The transfer policy can be seen as yet another aspect of Beijing's effort to 
forcibly assimilate the Uyghurs and undermine the distinct Uyghur identity 
and culture of the XUAR. The continuation of the policy will only further 
marginalize the Uyghurs and deepen the Uyghurs' mislrusl in government 

' officials, leading to even greater tension in the XUAR (Peng, 2017). Inequal-
ity and discrimin!ltion are the major sources of ethnic tension in the region. 

10. Ethnic and Linguistic Assimilation Policies 

Over the past 50 years, the Chinese government has supported the movement 

of a steady stream of Han Chinese mi~ants to the XUAR under afuategic 
campaign called "Open Up the West." The campaign began to alienate the 

region's ethnic population in 2010 (PreetiBhattacharji, 2012). The demo
graphic change has exacerbated the ethnic tension because of the increased
marginalization of and discrimination against Uyghurs. 

Uyghurs in the XUAR have been subject to various forced assimilation poli
cies, including the repression of their language and restrictions on movement 

and religious activities. Authorities in many of the prefectures in the XUAR 
have issued directives completely banning the use of the Uyghur language 
at all education levels and threatening severe punishment for those found in 
violation, according to official sources (Eset Sulaym~, 2017). 

Ch_ines authorities also launched the "relative's week" program in 2017. The 
program requires local Han Chinese civil servants to spend a week with Uy
ghur families in rural areas. Most of the civil servants are complete strangers 
with different cultural and religious customs. Activists and scholars suspect 
the primary goal of the "relative's week" program is surveillance ofUyghur 
families or dilution of ethnic identity (Joyce Huang, 2017). 

Local government is implementing new regulations that encourage Han Chi~ 

nese to marry Uyghurs, promising them ten thousand Yuan for a mixed mar

riage (Gulchehre
2
, 2018).Uyghur residents are forced to learn Han Chinese 

and Chinese culture. Related news indicated that Uyghur are forced to recite 

the anthem in the Chinese language, and at least one Uyghur man tried to 



commitsuicide becausehefeared being punished for failing to recite the Chi
nese anthem (ShohretHoshur, 2018). 

The Chinese govermrtent intensified its crackdown on religious activities in 
2017. China invested more than $38 million USD to monitor mosques and 
inslall surveillance-data platforms in the XUAR (Josh Chin, Clement Bilrge, 
2017). The communist regime has also increased efforts to convert Uyghur 
mosques into propaganda centers for the communist party (Kurban Niyaz

1
, 

2017). The govemmenthas also banned Islamic names and religious attire in 
the XUAR (Benjamin Hass, 2017). 

11. Imprisonment of Writers and Students 

Over the past several years, Chinese authorities detained and imprisoned 

many Uyghur intellectuals -among them writers, webmasters, and .students 

-who expressed support for the preservation of the Uyghur cultural identity, 
called for understanding between Han Chinese and Uyghurs, and criticized 
the government's harsh policies in the East Turkestan (XUAR). 

Most prominent among those intellectuals, Ilham Tohti, a well-regarded eth
nic Uyghur economist and peaceful critic of the Chinese government's poli
cies, was sentenced to life in prison by the Xinjiang People's High Court for 

allegedly engaging in separatism after a grossly unfair trail. Tohti spoke pas
sionately of an independent legal system that could ease abuses in the region. 
Perhaps more importantly, he helped those watching the XUAR from inside 
and outside China understand developments there and urged peaceful de
bate, not violence,among students, scholars, and others (Sophie Richardson, 

2016). 

Authorities also arrested some ofTohti's students -Perhat Halmurat, Sohret

Tursun, and Abdukeyum Ab limit (Mihray Abdilim, 2014 ). Other Uyghur stu

dents and intellectuals, including Mutelliplmin, AtikemRozi, and Ekberlmin 

were arrested on charges of separatism and inciting ethnic hatred for alleged 

work on the Uyghur language website Uyghuronline (Edward Wong, 2014). 

RFA's Uyghur Service confirmed that at least five Uyghur web writers and 
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administrators -TursunjanMemet, OmerjanHesen, Ababekri Muhtar, Akbar
janEset, and an online writer whose name could not be confirmed-were also 
detained (EsetSulayman). Prominent Uyghur musician AbdurehimHeyt was 
arrested in 2017 amid the "ideological purge" without an official explanation 
by local authorities (Kurban Niyaz

2
, 2017). 

Another famous case that took place recently was that of a prominent Uy
ghur Muslim scholarMuhammed SalihHajim, who died at age 82 in jail at 
the hands of the Chinese government,taken into prison for 40 odd days for 

no crime other than his ethnicity and his belief. The Chinese government is 
unlikely to give his body back to his family for a proper Islamic burial be
cause the Chinese government worries that it would incite further protest if 

the family saw that the sheik had died under torture. This is just one of the 
Uyghur people who has died in the Chinese Nazi-style re-education camp in 

East Turkestan. 

12. Health Care and Nuclear Testing 

Uyghurs barely have access to basic health care in the XUAR. There are no 
operating rooms, gynecology equipment or disinfectants in the majority of 
the hospitals in the region. At best, some antibiotics or TB medication may 

be available. Almost all doctors working in hospitals in the XUAR are Chi
nese, do not speak Uyghur, and therefore cannot communicate with Uyghur 
patients who may have difficulty explaining their health issues in Chinese. In 
recent years, cases of cholera, leprosy, hepatitis, and HIV have substantially 

increased in the region. 

Overall ecological and human health trends in the East Turkestan (Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region) are terrible. The growing negative impacts of 

air and water pollution, desertification, and overall ecological damage have 

turned East Turkestan (XUAR) into one of the unhealthiest regions in China. 

Deforestation and coal-fired power plants which were caused by Han mi

grants contribute to the further deterioration of air quality. According to a rec 

cent report by the Ministry of Environmental Protection of China, the Eighth 

Inspection Group indicated that environmental degradation in the region is 



getting serious, andpointed out that pollution control and protecting measure

ments are never been enough (MEP, 2018). 

East Turkestan is a high tuberculosis and HIV prevalence area in China. · · 

Studies showed that prevalence of tuberculosis co-infection among the HIV 

positive patients is higher than other parts of China, with the economic hard

ship and lack of preventing measures and economic hardship being the major 

reasonsfor the low cure rate of tuberculosis and reduced survival in HIV pa

tients (Maimaiti, Rena, et al, 2017) 

China's nuclear testing in the XUAR over the past three decades continues to 

impact the environment- polluting drinking water and food supplies and un

dermining the health oflivestock and residents. According to various sources 

in the XUAR, residents in and near nuclear testing sites continue to give 

birth to children with horrible deformities. However, the districts bordering 

the nuclear testing sites have yet to receive adeq11ate medical attention. No 
' medical investigations have been carried outon China's nuclear testing in the 

XUAR until recently (Dennis Barbion, 2012). 

China detonated its first nuclear bomb, codenamed "596," in October 1964 

in the XUAR. Between 1964-1996, China detonated 46 nuclear bombs in 

the Lop Nor area of the XUAR and completed another 22 undergr?und tests 

-including thennonuclear blasts, neutron bombs, and an atomic bomb. The 

cities of Ururnchi, Turpan, Qumul and Koria lie within 320 kilometers of the 

nuclear testing site. Nearly 190,000 people may have died and at least an

other l .5 million may have been affected by the radioactive material during 

the 32 years of nuclear testing at Lop Nor. Researchers estimate that China's 

nuclear testing in the XUAR released six tnillion times more plutonium in 

the Uyghur region that the plutonium released during the Chernobyl incident, 

which affected approximately one million people worldwide (The Tibet Post, 

2012; Das; S, 2009). 

The World Uyghur Congress urges human rights organizations, governments, 

. and international organizations to urge the Chinese government to: 

• Take all necessary steps to ratify the International Covenant on CM/ and 

eg1stration Unit 03/09/2018 3:36:31 PM 
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Political Rights if the Chinese government wishes to be taken seriously 

bythe international community 

Engage with and respond substantively to UN Special Procedures, 

namely the Special Rapporteurs for Arbitrary Detention, Inhuman or De

grading Treatment or Punishment, Freedom of Religion or Belief, aild 

Promotion and Protection of Human Rights aild Fundamental Freedoms 

while Countering Tefforism. China must allow for transparent and con

structive visits and monitoring by these representatives who have the 

ability to respond to the developing situation there. 

Provide public access to reports on high-risk detainee cases. The inter

national community must be able to gain adequate information regard

ing detainees, particularly those who have been illegally returned from 

neighboring states. China must also unconditionally release I/ham Tohti, 

who has been accused on baseless charges of separatism. 

Recognize the importance of human rights protections within the context 

of counterterrorism campaigns and abide by international standards. 

Immediately and substantially amend China's National Anti-Teffor Law 

and regional implementation measures for East Turkestan in accor

dance with international standards. 

• Immediately take steps to ensure Uyghurs are able to freely practice 

their faith. China must ensure that current policies that explicitly and irn

plicit/y link Islam to extremism and violence are reviewed and modified 

in accordance with international law. 

Lift passport restrictions for those recently affected in East Turkestan. 
r 

Passports and other travel documents must be returned to those wish-

ing to legally travel within the region or out of the country. 

Stop transfeffing Uyghur women to Eastem China and stop supporting 

Han Chinese migration to East Turkestan iftheywish to realize equality 

and stability in the region. 

Take necessary measures to prevent epidemic diseases caused by nu

clear testing and provide free treatment for people effected by radiation. 
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WUC also calls on slates within the international community to: 

Recognize the importance of human rights protections across China and 

integrate human rights into economic and political dialogue in bilateral 

relationships with the Chinese govemment. 

Demand China participate whole-heartedly in human rights dialogue 

and engage with high0 level representatives to increase thelegitimacy of 

such talks. Stipulate concrete progress on h1Jman rights. 
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China: Big Data Fuels Crackdown in Minority Region 
Predictive Policing Program Flags Individuals for Investigations, Detentions 

February 26, 2018 

Chinese police patrolling night market near Id Kah Mosque in Kashgar in China's Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous 

Region, a day before the Eid al-Fitr holiday, June 25, 2017. 

© 2017 AFP PHOTO/ Getty Images 

(New York) Human Rights Watch - Chinese authorities are building and deploying a predictive policing 

program based on big data analysis in Xinjiang, Human Rights Watch said today. The program aggregates 

data about people - often without their knowledge;_ and flags those it deems potentially threatening to 

officials. 

According to interviewees, some ofthose targeted are detained and sent to extralegal "political 

education centers• where they are held indefinitely without charge or trial, and can be subject to abuse. 

"For the first time, we are able to demonstrate that the Chinese government's use of big data and 

predictive policing not only blatantly violates privacy rights, but also enables officials to arbitrarily detain 

people," said Maya Wang, senior China researcher at Human Rights Watch. "People in Xinjiang can't 

resist or challenge the increasingly intrusive scrutiny of their daily lives because most don't even know 

about this 'black box' program or how it works." 
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Human Rights Watch said Xinjiang authorities in recent years have increased mass surveillance measures 

across the region, augmenting existing tactics with the la.te.st technologies. Si.nee around April 2016, 
Human Rights Watch estimates, Xinjiang authorities have sent tens of thousands of Uyghurs and other 

ethnic minorities to "political education centers." 

These actions are part of the regional authorities' ongoing "Strike-Hard" campaign, and of President Xi's 

"stability maintenance" and "enduring peace" drive in the region. Authorities say the campaign targets 

"terrorist elements," but it is in practice far broader, and encompasses anyone suspected of political 

disloyalty, which in Xinjiang cou.1.d mean any Uyghur, particularly those who express, even peacefully, 

their religious or cultural identity. 

Since. August 2016, the Xinjiang Bureau of Public Security has posted procurement notices confirming the 

establishment of the "Integrated Joint Operations Platform" (IJOP, -~{.t~iHtlil!-'12~). a system that 

receives data on individuals from many different sources. Kashgar Prefecture appears to be one of the 

first areas where the system is complete and in regular use. 

These notices reveal that the IJOP gathers information from multiple sources or "sensors." One source is 

CCTV cameras, some of which have facial recognition or infrared capabilities (giving them "night vision"). 

Some cameras are positioned in locations police consider sensitive: entertainment venues, 

supermarkets, schools, and homes of religious figures. Another source is "wifi sniffers," which collect the 

unique identifying addresses of computers, smartphones, and other networked devices. The IJOP also 

receives information such as license plate numbers and citizen ID card numbers from some cit the 

region's countless security checkpoints and from "visitors' management systems" in access-controlled 

communities. The vehicle checkpoints transmit information to IJOP, and "receive, in real time, predictive 

warnings pushed by the IJOP" so they can "identify targets ... for checks and control." 

The UOP also draws on existing information, such as one's vehicle ownership, health, family planning, 

banking, and legal records, according to official reports. Police and local officials are also required to 

submitto IJOP information on any activity they deem "unusual" and anything "related to stability" they 

have spotted during home visits and policing. One interviewee said that possession of many books, for 

example, would be reported to UOP, if there is no ready explanation, such as having teaching as one's 

profession. 

Police officers, local Party and government cadres, and fanghuiju (iJi,l!Bll an acronym which stands for 

Visit the People, Benefit the People, and Get Together the Hearts of the People [Vi R;fj!;', ,I; R;!:L WI 

R;,!'.,,]J teams are also deployed to visit people at home to gather data. Fanghuiju teams consist of 

officials from different agencies who have since 2013 been sent out to villages and local communiti.es for 

the overarching purpose of "safeguarding social stability." According to official reports, the frequency of 

fanghuiju visits to a given family~ as often as every day to a.nee every two months~ depends on 

whether the family is considered politically "untrustworthy." During the visits, people are required to 

provide a range of data about their family, their "ideological situation," and relationships with 

neighbors. Official reports saythese teams use mobile apps to ensure that ''the information for every 

household" is "completely filled in" and submitted to IJOP. 
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Police officers and local officials tasked with data collection do not appear to explain the reasons for 

such data collection, nor give re.sidents a choice to d.ecline to provide the data, according to 
interviewees. 

An Urumqi-based businessman shared with Human Rights Watch a form h.e was made to fill out for 
submission to the IJOP program in 2017. That form asked questions on religious practices, such as how 
many times the person prays every day and name of the person's regular mosque; whether and where 
the person had traveled abroad, including to any of "26 [sensitive] countries"; and their "involvement 
with [political) instability," including via relatives. The form also asks whether the person is a Uyghur, 
has been flagged by the IJOP, and is "trustworthy" to the authorities. 

Another interviewee told Human Rights Watch he had observed the IJOP computer interface in the 

neighborhood committee office on multiple occasions in the past year: 

I saw with my own eyes, on designated computers ... the names, gender, ID numbers, occupation, 

familial relations, whether that person is trusted, not trusted, detained, subjected to political 
education (and year, month, date) for every Uyghur in that district. Those detained or not 

trusted, their color [coding] is different. Also, the content of the form is different depending on 

what has [already} been filled in. For example, for Uyghurs who have passports: when they got 

it, where did they go, how long did they stay, when did they coine back, did they give their 

passports [to the police], did they come back from abroad, the reasons for travelling abroad 

such as family visits, tourism, pursuing studies, business, or others. 

According to official and state media reports, the UOP regularly "pushes" information of interest and 

lists of names of people of interest to police, Chinese Communist Party, and government officials for 

further investigation. Officials then are supposed to act on these clues that same day (::fii:ill), including 

through face-to-face visits. The IJOP data is evaluated together with other sources of information, such 

as the person's "general performance" during "study meetings." 

Upon "inspection," individuals ~who ought to be taken, should be taken" (8.i&n:.i&) into custody, two 

work reports by local fanghuiju teams say. Two people told Human Rights Watch that they had observed 

the IJ~P computer interface generate lists of individuals to be rounded-up by the police. One heard 

police saying that some of those on the list would be detai.ned and/or sent to political education centers. 
The other said: 

Those pushed by IJOP are detained and investigated. As to how long that investigation takes 

place, nobody knows. During investigation, the person maybe held in the detention center or in 

the "political education" center. [Afterwards] that person can be sentenced to prison or 
subjected to (further) "political education." 

Most reports provide little detail'about precisely how the IJOP conducts its analysis. An August 2017 
post by a fanghuiju team noted that IJOP flagged those "villagers who, without reason, failed to pay for 

their mobile phone bills and got disconnected," as well as those "whose phone and video calls involve 
terrorism and violence." An earlier press article dated October 2016 about an unnamed "big data 

platform" in Jiashi County (or Peyziwat County), Kashgar Prefecture, says it analyzes geographic, migrant 
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population, fertilizer, gas, vehicle, and other data about people's daily lives and alerts the police if it 
discovers any "unusual activity." A police researcher involved with the project explained: 

For example, if a person usually only buys 5 kilos of chemical fertilizers, but suddenly [the 

amount) increases to 15 kilos, then we would send the frontline officers to visit [the person] and 

check its use. If there is no problem, [they would] input into the system the situation, and lower 

the alert level. 

While official references to IJOP are rare, one official WeChat reportacknowledged that the IJOP is 

contributing analytics that land people in political education centers in the campaign against 

"TwoFaced" Uyghur officials thought to be disloyal to the Party: 

Finally, after t.he political legal [authorities] and public security used the IJOP to ... again analyze 

and study [the cadres], they are sent to the county's Occupational Skills and Education Training 

Center to be (politically] educated. 

Xinjiang police claim thatthe IJOP has assisted them in bona fide crime-fighting: two publicized cases 

involved finding a petty thief and an individual involved in unlawful financial transaction. 

"If the Chinese government's goal is to prevent bona fide crimes, it co4ld train police and procurators in 

professional, rights-respecting methods, and empower defense lawyers," Wang said. "Arbitrary mass 

surveillance and detention are Orwellian political tools; China should abandon use of them and release 

all those held in political education centers immediately." 

For more Information about the use of IJOP in Xlnjlang, please see the Information below. 

Background 

TheUOP 

Procu.rement notices for IJOP show that it is supplied by the Xinjiang Llanhai Cangzhi Company (~al~ 
iliJ:MI' 01iJ ). That firm is a wholly owned subsidiary of China Electronics Technology Group Corporation 

(CETC 't' IE 1,tl,"ffiftt~ffi01il), a major state-owned military contractor in China, which had 

announced in a March 2016 press conference that the company had been awarded a government 

contract to build a big data program that would collate citizens' everyday behavior and flag unusual 

activities to predict terrorism. 

Integrated joint operations are a new People's Liberation Army doctrine that depend on a hi-tech C41SR 

(command, control, communications, computers, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance) 

"system of systems," according to an expert who has studied it. The application of this military doctrine, 

and the.supporting technology, to civilian policing is a worrying development that indicates the extent to 

which policing in Xinjiang is being based on a military model. 

A number of academic articles by researchers affiliated with the People's Public Security University of 

China, the CETC, and the Xinjiang Public Security Bureau Special Investigation Unit discuss predictive 

policing algorithms. One add.resses whether individuals' patterns of electricity use are unusual, and 

describes an official police list that outline 75 behavioral indicators of "religious extremism," including, 

for example, whet.her someone "store large amounts of food in their homes." In July 2017, these three 
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I 

institltions jointly built a national research institute in Urumqi, with the aim to better equip regional 
authorities with big data powers to discover "hidden social security incidents." 

I 

UOP and the Strike Hard Campaign in Xinjiang 

Xinjiang, in northwestern China, is home to 11 million Uyghurs and other predominantly Muslim ethnic 

minorities. The Chinese government has imposed pervasive restrictions on fundamental human rights, 

including freedom of religion, on these minorities, primarily Uyghurs. These controls are intrusive and 

personal, including, for example, restrictions on what kind of dress or beard Uyghurs may wear, or what 

name they may give their children. 

Authorities treat expressions of Uyghur identity, Including language, culture, and religion, as.well as 

aspirations for independence, as one of the "three [evil] forces" (.:::.JlliJ;i};/J ), that is, "separatism, 

terrorism, and extremism." The Chinese government has a long tradition of conflating violent and 

nonviolent forms of political advocacy in Xinjiang, and authorities justify many repressive measures and 

the heavy security presence in the region as necessary in their fight against terrorism. 

Since May 2014, the Chinese government has waged a "Strike Hard Campaign against violent activities 

and terrorism" (i"'.IJHTm.ic;/Ji'i!ll-tflif.!iz,IJ~Jljj{fz;IJ), a campaign that seems to have been brought to 

new repressive heights by Party Secretary Chen Quanguo, appointed in August 2016. 

Official reports suggest that IJOP supports several objectives of the Strike-Hard Campaign. One is to 

uncover the hidden "violent terrorists" and "criminal groups" as well as those who "challenge ... state 

security, ethnic unity and social stability," all labels that can include Uyghurs who disagree with the 

state, including on trivial matters or issues plainly protected by fundamental human rights. Another is to 

strengthen monitoring and control of people who "float" - meaning, anyone who is not living in a 

location other than that of their official household registration (hukou), including migrant workers as 

well as anyone who has travelled abroad. 

In practice, what the campaign means for Xinjiang residents who are not ethnic Han (China's 

predominant et.hn.ic group) is that authorities in the past year are redoubling effort.sat forced 

assimilation and at severing any foreign ties such residents may have. These efforts include: restricting 

foreign travel by recalling passports, forcing those living abroad to return, imprisoning those with 

foreign connections, strengthening the use of Mandarin language in education while deprioritizing 

minority languages, targeting "Two-faced" minority officials, and detaining people i.n "political 

education" centers. Xinjiang authorities have also heightened surveillance efforts, including instituting 

mass collection of DN.Aand voice biomet.rics from individuals between ages 12 and 65, routinely 

inspecting smartphones for "subversive" content, creating numerous checkpoints on roads and train 

stations, hiring t.housa.nds of new security personnel, and building "convenient'' police stations. 

UOP and the Lack af Privacy Protections 

There are few checks on police surveillance powers, or effective privacy protections against government 

intrusions in China. The police do not have to obtain any sort of court order to conduct surveillance, or 

provide any evidence that the people whose d~ta they are collecting are associated with or involved iri 

criminal activity. Police bureaus are not required to report surveillance activities to any other 
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government agency, or to publicly disclose this information. It is very difficult for people to know what 

personal information the government collects, and how the government uses, shares, or stcires their 

data. 

China does not have a unified privacy or data protection law to protect personally ideMifying 

information from misuse, especially by the government. There is very little information available about 

how, and how securely, the data collected by IJOP is stored, who can receive or share the data, and 

under what circumstances, when, if ever, is the data deleted. There is no formal system for people to 

find out what information is held about them in the IJOP, and no way to obtain redress for abuses 

associated with it. 

Across China, Human Rights Watch has also documented the authorities' efforts in implementing new 

technological systems for mass surveillance, including the use of big data in the "Police Cloud" program. 

It is _unclear how the IJOP and Police Cloud are related, but they share similar objectives: integrating 

massive data collections on citizens, sharing it across multiple agencies, and explicitly prioritizing "focus 

personnel" -a term authorities use to describe people they find problematic, including Uyghurs, 

drugusers, and those with menta_l health problems. 

It is also unclear if, and how, IJOP connects to other databases on people the police manage or have 

access to, including biometrics (DNA, voice samples, fingerprints], hukou and residency Information 

(which includes information such as religious and political affiliations], as well as registration informa_tion 

at internet cafes, hotels, flights and trains. 

The foundation of these systems is the digital national identification card system, which makes a 

citizen's card number the key to accessing many public and private services, as well as the identifier for 

vast databases of personal information the government accesses, collects, and collates on each 

individual. In Xinjiang, residents are required to present their IDs in an even wider array of situations 

than elsewhere in China, including when going through the region's countless security checkpoints, 

buying knives, and filling the tank at the gas station. Although some of the data fed into the IJOP may 

not be secret or undisclosed -such as the location of a car-when various points or types of data are 

aggregated, it can be highly revealing of private life. 

The government's use of big data and predictive policing exacerbates already widespread violations of 

t_he right to privacy in China. Predictive algorithm_s require large datasets to train on for accuracy. As 

more police departments build cloud-based policing systems, they collect more and more personal data, 

including through their own increased surveil_lance activit_ies and through cooperation with the private 

sector. As conceived, these systems will lead to enormous national and regional databases containing 

sensitive information on broad swaths of the population, which can be kept indefinitely and used for 

unforeseen future purposes. Such practices will intrude on the privacy of hundreds of millions of people 

-the vast majority of whom will not be suspected of crime. And of those who are suspected of 

"unlawful" behavior, many will be targeted for acts, including dissent or religious expression, that are 

protected under international human rights law but are crimes in China. 

Directly at risk are the rights to_be presumed innocent until proven guilty, and the freedom of 

association. The IJOP flags people who may have acted in a manner authorities deem unusual but that in 
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no way constitutes a crime. These people are theri at the mercy of a judicial system rife with abuse, 

including torture, that presents defendants only limited scope to contest the state's accusations even 

for ordinary, non'political, crimes. A predictive policing system such as IJOP that focus on individual's 

relationship networks could also place them under suspicion and surveillance, merely because they have 

associated. with individuals whom authorities deem politically threatening. 
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A Summer Vacation in China's Muslim Gulag 

How one university student was almost buried by the "people's 
war on terror." 

By Special Correspondent FOREIGN POLICY (FP) February 28, 2018 

Since announcing a "people's war on terror" in 2014, the Chinese Communist Party has created an 
wiprecedented network of re-education camps in the autonomous Xinjjang region that are essentially 
ethnic gulags. Unlike the surgical "strike hard" campaigns of the recent past, the people's war uses a 
carpet-bombing approach to the country's tumultuous western border region. Chen Quanguo, Xinjiang's 
party secretary and the architect of this security program, encouraged his forces to "bury the corpses of 
terrorists in the vast sea of a people's war." But the attempt to drown a few combatants has pulled 
thousands of innocent people under in its wake. 

Sporadic violence has rattled the region since July 5, 2009, when indigenous Uighurs, a largely Muslim 
minority, took to the streets of Urumqi, the regional capital, to protest the murder of fellow Uigburs who 
\\'.Orked in the southern Chinese city of Shaoguan. The protests spiraled into a riot, which claimed 197 
lives and nearly 2,000 injuries before order was restored. Insurrection has since spread beyond the capital, 
and skirmishes between Uighurs and security personnel have become common occurrences. 

Amid the protracted conflict and rising Islarnophobia in China, Communist Party officials are responding 
by creating a surveillance state. In the 12 months preceding September 2017 alone, the party-state 
advertised nearly I 00,000 security positions in Xinjiang. Every resident of the region has been affixed 
with the label "safe," "normal," or ''unsafe," based on metrics such as age, faith, religious practices, 
foreign contacts, and experience abroad. Those deemed unsafe, whether or not they are guilty of 
wrongdoing, are regularly detained and imprisoned without due process. 

Estimates indicate that as many as 800,000 individuals, mostly Uighurs, have been incarcerated in 
the re-education camps. Based on the current population of Uighurs in Xinjiang, which s.tands at 
some 11 million, this amounts to the extrajudicial detention of nearly 10 percent of the ethno
national group. 

While Chinese officials maintain that these re-education camps are schools for eradicating extremism, 
teaching Chinese language, and promoting correct political thought, Radio Free Asia has reported that the 
detention centers are overpopulated and detainees poorly treated. Those reports are confirmed by 
testimony from a young Uighur man studying in the United States, torn from the American university 
where he studied, and where I work, to a Chinese gulag. He shared his story with me over four meetings 
in 2017 and 2018. (Due to concerns for !man's security-the Chinese government has previously targeted 
the families of Uighur writers-pseudonyms have been used for all parties.) 

Iman, from a middle-class Uighur family, came to study in the United States a few years ago. He succeeded 
in the Chinese education system, even earning a degree from a university in eastern China. In 2017, Iman 
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flew back to China for the summer recess, planning to spend time with friends on the east coast before he 
returned to Xinjiang to see his mother. Despite the exhaustion from the long flight, he was filled with joy 
as he landed in the Chinese metropolis where he'd previously lived for several years, despite the 
discrimination he would likely face. Ethnic minorities in China, especially Uighurs, are often denied hotel 
rooms. 

As he remained strapped in his seat, a flight attendant approached. "They are asking for you," the woman 
told him. "It's probably just a visa issue." Her words were of little comfort - after all, he possessed a 
Chinese passport. 

Three uniformed Han Chinese border patrol officers waited for the young Uighur student on the jet bridge. 
Taken into custody, he was subject to a cavity search and then had his devices checked. "I knew to delete 
any sensitive files before the flight," Iman recalled with a smirk. Unable to find incrementing files, an 
officer rattled off a barrage of questions: "What do you.do in North America? Where do you study? We 
found business cards of Chinese professors. You know a lot of important people, don't you?" 

Although unnerved, Iman answered each question with carefully constructed responses. Airport 
interrogations were nothing new to the young man - he was subjected to questioning after landing in 
China the previous year - but the protocol was different this time. The inspection was much more 
thorough, the officers more meticulous and less friendly. "I knew something was wrong when an officer 
inspected my shoes. They took out the soles, looked inside, turned them upside-down, and violently shook 
them. This never happened in the past.'' 

Another officer approached Iman and told him he would be transported to a local jail. The young man 
demanded an explanation or at least a fortnal charge. He was given neither. "May I at least call my 
mothe.r?" Iman asked. ''I want to let her know I've arrived safely.'' His request was denied. "Will you call 
her for me?" the young man pleaded. The officer retorted, "No, we can't call her. The local police in 
Xinjiang should provide her with an update.'' 

Iman was held for nine days in a local jail while the border authorities contacted law enforcement from 
his hometown in Xinjiang. He was the oruy Uighur in a ri>om of 34. On the ninth day of his incarceration, 
the police squad from Xinjiang arrived. They cuffed Iman tightly and transported him to the train station. 
"Are the handcuffs necessary?'' Iman asked. "Don't ask questions," one officer demanded. "We are being· 
lenient - you are supposed to be shaclded, too." 

The three Han officers from Iman' s hometown escorted the young man to a train bound for Xinjiang. First, 
though, these three officers had their own questions. They repeatedly asked if Iman received a notice from· 
his local police station requesting his return before May 20, 2017, in reference to a region wide order that 
required Uighurs studying outside China to return to their hometowns. Iman had not. The four individuals 
spent the next 50 hours packed in a hard sleeper compartment set aside for the security personnel. As they 
settled on the train, one of the Han officers handed Iman, who observes Islamic dietary laws, a sack of 
bread .. "It was more difficult to find halal food in this city than we expected. This is the best we could do. 
It has to last you until we reach Xinjiang." 

Iman's hands remained bound for the entire trip, He was oruy permitted to leave the compartment to use 
the restroom but was accompanied by at least one officer on each occasion. While awake, he spent his 
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· time reading textbooks he brought from America "I wore my.glasses and read for hours. I thought if I 
looked as i.fl was studious, the officers wouldn't consider me a threat." 

The four detrained in. Turpan in eastern Xinjiang. "Put this on," one officer barked as he shoved a hood 
stitched of heavy fabric at Iman. The three officers then guided him to a vehicle and departed for Iman' s 
hometown. The poor ventilation under the hood was made more suffocating by the stale air inside the 
vehicle, hunger, and dehydration. Iman began suffering from severe nausea. The officers agreed to remove 
the hood. His symptoms slightly alleviated, and Iman began to engage in small talk with the officers. 
Coincidently, the chief was !man's former classmate, and they reminisced about their school days. 

The camaraderie was brief; the vehicle was pulling into the local police station. It was the police chief's 
turn to interrogate Iman, who was eating his first proper meal since he landed in China, a bowl of soyman, 
a dish made of small, flat noodles mixed with vegetables. The meal, however, could not prevent the panic 
attack that soon overcame Iman. During this third round of interrogation, Iman became dizzy and sweated 
profusely. "I felt as if I had just played a grueling soccer game. My discomfort induced uncontrollable 
laughter and then a sensation that I was going to faint." 

Toe stress intensified as he was taken to the detention center, or kanshousuo. "I was terrified as we 
approached." (As we talked, for the first time Iman directed his gaze at the ground, avoiding eye contact.) 
"The compound was surrounded by towering walls. Military guards patrolled the metal gate. Inside, there 
was little light. It was so dark," he continued. 

He was immediately processed. An officer took his photograph, measured his height and weight, and told 
him to strip down to his underwear. They also shaved his head. Less than two weeks before, Iman was an 
aspiring graduate at one of the top research universities in the United States. Now, he was a prisoner in an 
extrajudicial detention center. 

Still in his underwear, Iman was assigned to a room with 19 other Uighur men. Upon entering the quarters, 
lit by a single light bulb, a guard issued Iman a bright yellow vest. An iilmate then offered the young man 
a pair of shorts. Iman began scanning the cell. Toe tiled room was equipped with one toilet, a faucet, and 
one large kang-style platform bed - supa in Uighur - where all of the inmates slept. He was provided 
with simple eating utensils: a thin metal bowl and a spoon. 

Daily routines were monotonous and highly scripted, Iman said. "We were awoken every morning at 5 
a.m. and given 20 minutes to wash. The guards only provided three thermoses of hot water each day for 
20 men, though. I had to vie with the others for hot water. I didn't properly bathe for a week. We were 
then required to tidy the bed. The guards inspected our work: The comers had to be crisp and the two 
blankets, which covered the entire platform, wrinkle 0 free. Breakfast was served at 6 am. The menu did 
not change: moma or steamed bread. After breakfast, we marched inside our cell, calling out cadences in 
Chinese: 'Train hard, study diligently.' Huh, I can't remember the rest of the verse. I bet it's on Baidu 
[Chinese search engine]. Anyway, we marched for several hours. We then viewed'te-educa:tion' films 
until lunch. 

"The videos featured a state-appointed imam who explained legal religious practices and appropriate 
interpretations of Islam. Sometimes the videos had skits warning about the consequences of engaging in 
'illegal religious activities,' which are displayed on large posters outside every religious site in the region. 
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In one skit, a young man was apprehended for studying the Quran at an underground school, a practice 
authorities are trying to eliminate. We watched until it was time for lunch, when we were again served 
moma and 'vegetable soup,' minus the vegetables. After lunch, we were allowed to rest in our quarters, 
but we were only permitted to sit on the platform bed; lying doWn was forbidden. After this break, we 
repeated the morning routine - more marching and videos - until we got the same food for dinner. We 
were permitted to sleep at 8 p.m. Beijing time, but the light was never turned off." (Xinjiang's real time 
zone is two hours behind Beijing, but the government imposes a single clock across the country.) 

In his crowded cell, Iman suffered from loneliness and isolation. It was often too disheartening to speak 
to the others, he said,so he kept to himself. "Most ofmy cellmates had already been incarcerated for over 
two months without being formally charged. I did befriend a man in his 60s who, during my detention, 
was sentenced to six years in prison. His 'crime'? He sent a religious teaching [tabligh in Uighur], a simple 
explanation of the Quran, though one not produced by a state-appointed cleric, to his daughter using his 
mobile phone. She shared it with a friend. The authorities convicted him of possession and dissemination 
of extremist religious content." 

The days in the detention center accwnulated with no end in sight. Three days turned into a week. A week 
into 10 days. Ten days into two weeks. Yet Iman was never formally charged. Although arbitrary and 
prolonged detentions violate international law, in China law enforcement may detain "major suspects" for 
as many as 30 days. 

On the 17th day of his incarceration, Iman was called over by a guard. "Grab your things," he shouted as 
he handed Iman the clothes he wore when he arrived. "You are being released." A neighborhood watch 
group, otjumin weiyuan hui, from his hometown arrived at the detention center to escort Iman to his house 
but not before they delivered him again to the local police chief. The man looked at Iman and warned: 
"I'm sure you may have had some ideological changes because of your unpleasant experience but 
remember: Whatever you say or do in North America, your family is still here and so are we." 

Thirty days after landing in China, Iman finally reached home. But there, he was now behind electronic 
bars. His resident ID card, which would be scanned at security checkpoints ubiquitous to the region, now 
contained information about his "criminal" past. Trapped inside Xinjiang's dystopian surveillance 
apparatus, he wouldn't be allowed to step foot in any public buildings, board public transportation, or even 
enter a shopping center. 

Yet much to his surprise, Iman was allowed to return to the United States in time for the fall term. Unable 
to provide a definitive explanation for this abrupt change of fate, Iman offered two possibilities: He did 
not, after all, commit any crimes and was deemed unthreatening, or a distant relative who worked in law 
enforcement negotiated his release and ensured his safe return to school. 

Although free, Iman now faces the confines of exile. He does not know when or if he can return home. 
Calling or emailing his mother, who herself has been in a re-education center since last October for 
traveling to Turkey, risks her safety: Contact with relatives abroad is punishable by interrogation and 
detention. 

The Chinese Communist Party's approach is radical but one officials will not abandon anytime soon. At 
a recent security meeting in Kashgar in Xinjiang, a Han Chinese official told a crowd of Uighurs: "You 
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can't uproot all the weeds hidden among the crops in the field one by one - you need to spray chemicals 
to kill them all." 

• 
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China Detains Relatives of Radio Free Asia Reporters 
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Shohret Hoshur is one of at least four reporters whose family members are being held or whose whereabouts are 

unknown. CreditZach Gibson/The New York Times 

By Austin Ramzy 

March 1, 2018 (New York Times) 

HONG KONG - The Chinese authorities have detained relatives of at least four reporters who 

covered an extensive crackdown in the Xinjiang region for Radio Free Asia, the United States

based broadcaster has said, raising questions about an intimidation and retaliation campaign. 

The four journalists all work for the broadcaster's Uighur service, which has been aggressively 

covering the situation in the nominally autonomous region of Xinjiang, Radio Free Asia said on 

Wednesday. 

Since last year, the Chinese government has carried out a broad campaign against what it calls 

separatism and religious extremism, detaining thousands of Uighurs and members of other 

minority groups in re-education camps. The Uighurs, a predominantly Muslim and Turkic-
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speaking ethnic group native to the region, have faced economic isolation and restrictions on 

their language, culture and religious practices in Xinjiang. 

Rights groups say the detentions are arbitrary and extralegal, sweeping up huge numbers of 

people on scant evidence. 

Some attacks on security services and civilians in China have been linked to people calling for an 

independent Uighur st_ate. But the breadth of the crackdown appears intended to punish 

dissent and intimidate any Uighurswho might question Chinese policy, rather than just to curb 

, violence, rights groups say. 

Uighur-speaking journalists for Radio Free Asia, which is funded by the United States 

government and is based in Washington, have documented grim conditions in the camps and 

deaths in custody. Officials at the network questioned whether the detentions of journalists' 

family members were ordered in retaliation for their reporting. 

"Harassment is nothing new for R .. F.A.'s journalists, especially among our Uighur and Tibetan 

staff with family in China," said Roh it Mahajan, Radio Free Asia's director of public affairs. 

But the latest detentions are much more extensive than previous ones, he said. 

"Often, our reporters have family members called in for questioning or detained," Mr. Mahajan 

said. "They don't want attention because they think it possible their relatives will simply go 

through the syst~m." 

He added, ''That's obviously not the case with these individuals." 

The reporters whose relatives were detained are unknown are Shohret Hoshur. Gulchehra Hoja, 

Mamatjan Juma and Kurban Niyaz, Radio Free Asia said. Mr. Niyaz is a permanent resident of 

the-United States with a green card, while the three ot.hers are American citizens. 

Some of the family members are being held in detent.ion 1:amps, some have been sentenced to 

prison, some are being held in jails and the whereabouts of others are unknown, Mr. Mahajan 

said. 

Their detentions were first reported by The Washington Post. 

The Chinese government keeps tight control over information about Xinjiang, the far western 

part of the country, and reporting in the region can be extremely difficult. Mr. Hoshur worked 

as a reporter there before fleeing i.n 1994, after he reported two stories that angered officials. 

He is now based in Washington, where he learns details about little-known episodes in Xinjiang 

by calling police stations and demanding answers from local officers. 

In 2014, his three brothers were arrested, apparently in retaliation for his reporting. One 

brother, Tudaxun Hoshur, is serving a five-year sentence for endangering state security. Rexim 
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Hoshur. and Shawket Hoshur, who were released in 2015. were detained again in September 

and are being held at a re-education camp. 

Mr. Hoshur has said he would not quit, despite the pressure, because so many people had 

taken great risks to pass along information from Xinjiang. "I cannot leave," he told The New 

York Times in a 2015 interview at Radio Free Asia headquarters in Washington. 

Ms. Hoja said in a.statement posted online that her brother Kaisar Keyum,-43, had been 

detained in October; a_nd that she had not been able to reach her parents, who are in their 70s, 

since late January. 

A relative of Ms. Hoja's in West Virginia told her that she had been warned against staying in 

contact with her. "I am the reason that around 20 of my relatives were arrested by the Chinese 

police," she wrote. 

Mr. Juma said his brothers Ahmetjan Juma and Abduqadir Juma had been detained in May. 

Abduqadir, who has heart and other health problems that require medical care, is being held at 

Urumqi No. 1 Prison in the capital of Xinjiang. Ahmetjan's location is unknown. 

Mr. Niyaz's youngest brother, Hasanjan Niyaz, was accused of "holding ethnic hatred" and 

arrested in May. He was sentenced in July to six years ih prison. 

Human Rights Watch reported this week that the Chinese authorities were using data analysis 

to try to identify people in Xinjiang who might be viewed as threatening. The system uses data 

on banking, family planning, health and legal records, as well as networks of sensors and 

cameras with facial recognition technology to generate lists of people of interest to the . 

authorities, the rights group said. 
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CHINA AND TURKEY ARE USING 
INTERPOL TO CRACK DOWN ON DISSENT 

BY BRUNO.MIN ON 3/1/18 AT 11:54AM (NEWSWEEK) 

Political dissidents who flee their countries to escape persecution do not always find safety in 

their newly adopted homelands. Many are targeted by repressive regimes that try to silence 

their critics from afar, sometimes even by putting their lives at risk. Dramatic abductions and 

assassinations of exiled politicians are not unheard of, but nowadays countries have smarter 

ways of harassing individuals ac.ross borders. They do this, for example, by using Interpol 'red 

notices' to smear their critics, restrict their activities, and to force them back to t_he very 

countries they have fled. 

This problem is only too familiar to Dolkun Isa, a political activist and a vocal critic of the 

Chinese government's policies against the Muslim Uighur people. Grave human rights violations 

against the Uighur population in the northwest of China are well-documented. According to 

Human Rights Watch's 2018 World Report, the Chinese government has "long conflated 

peaceful activism with violence in Xinjiang, and has treated many expressions of Uighur 

identity, including language and religion, as threatening." 

A recent New York Times article from inside Xinjiang province, the Uighur' s homeland in 

western China, described an almost-total surveillance state: Uighur are tracked almost 

everywhere they go, their communications monitored as a matter of course. A recent report 

suggested up to 120,000 Uighur are currently held ih "reeducation camps." 

Isa, now head of the World Uighur Congress, fled- China in the 1990s to escape persecution for 

his political views in support of Uighur rights. He settled in Germany after being recognised as a 

refugee, only to find out a few years later that China had issued a red notice against him. 

The existence of the red notice was used explicitly by the Chinese government to legitimize 

their labelling of Isa as a 'terrorist,' a designation given far too widely to Uighur activists. and to 

undermine the political views he espoused. But it also had serious practical implications for 

him. as he risked being arrested every time he traveled internationally. In the past ten years, Isa 

has been denied entry into several countries where he had been due to attend human rights 

conferences, and in July 2017, he was arrested in Rome. just moments before he was due to 

speak at the Italian Senate about Uighur issues. 
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Dolkun Isa, executive chairman of the World Uyghur Congress, speaks on his phone at the organization's Munich 

office July 6, 2015.REUTERS/DAVID LAGUE 
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last week, Isa learned that Interpol had scrapped his red notice, almost 20 years after he first 

found out about it. The timing of this deletion is no coincidel)ce. It was made possible by the 

recent reforms adopted by Interpol, and it sends out a finm message to the countries that have 

been misusing its systems that they can no longer get away with using red notices to harass 

dissidents. It may also allay concerns of some human rights campaigners. A statement from the 

Chinese foreign ministry said the government was dissatisfied with the decision Isa. remained a 

teriorist in their eyes. 

Interpol is not supposed to allow the use of red notices for political purposes, and it should 

have been clear to the organisation that Isa's was indeed political. He had, after all, been 

recognised as a refugee, and there was a clear link between his political activities and his red 

notice. However, as Fair Trials and other human rights groups have highlighted, Interpol has 

had serious difficulties enforcing its own rules, particularly because it did not have an efficient, 

independent complaints system that made it possible for individuals to challenge thei.r red 

notices effectively. 

Over the past few years Interpol has begun to recognize that it has to do more to ensure that its 

red notices are being used for their intended purpose, not as tools for exporting repression. It 

has, for example, introduced a policy to protect refugees from abusive red notices, and in 2016, 

it announced sweeping reforms of its complaints system, the Commission for the Control of 

Interpol's Files. 

The optimism over these reforms may have been dampened somewhat by the fact that during 

the same year, Meng Hong Wei, a Chinese official, was elected as the new head of Interpol. This 

sparked an outcry from human rights groups, who were quick to point out China's poor human 

rights record, and highlighted that China was known to misuse Interpol to target refugees and 

dissidents like Isa. 

If used properly, red notices are an important tool in the fight against international crime, but 

they can also be misused by repressive regimes to harass and intimidate political dissidents by 

wrongly labeling them as criminals and terrorists. 

But Interpol will need to do much more than delete a few high-profile red notices to prove its 

human rights credentials. Isa's notice is just one of many problematic alerts that have been 

circu_lated through Interpol's databases over the years, and as demonstrated by the arrests of 

Turkish journalists Dogan Akhanli and Hamza Valcin in Spain last year, Interpol has much work 

· to do to ensure that abusive red notices do not enter its systems in the first place. 

Bruno Min is /ego/ ond policy officer at Fair Trials. 
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China detains relatives of U.S. reporters in apparent 
punishment for Xinjiang coverage 

A security checkpoint in the predominantly Musli~ Xinji_ang region of China, where authorities are 
engaged in a crackdown on the local population, (Jason Lee/Reuters) 

By Simon Denyer February 28 at 10:12 AM 
The Washington Post 

BEIJING- China's security services have detained 
several close relatives of four U.S.-based reporters 
working for Radio Free Asia in an apparent attempt to 
intimidate or punish them for their coverage of the 
Muslim-majority Xinjiang region, the news 
organization said Wednesday. 
Tens of thousands of Muslim ethnic Uigburs have 
been detained in "pol_itical education centers" by 
Chinese authorities in the western province of 
Xinjiang in recent months, according to Human Rights 
Watch. The crackdown is portrayed as a "strike hard" 
campaign against terrorists and separatists but 
effectively means that those who express their 
religious or cultural identity are targeted, Human 
Rights Watch said. 
"We're very concerned about the well-being and 
safety of our journalists' family members, especially 
those in need of medical treatment," said Rohit 
Mahajan, director of public affairs at Radio Free Asia 
in Washington. 
"We're also particularly concerned about the use of 
detentions as a tactic by Chinese authorities to silence 

and intimidate independent media, as well as to inhibit 
RF A's mission of bringing free press to closed 
societies." 
Among those who have been detained or have 
disappeared are several close relatives of Shohret 
Hoshur, Gulchehra Hoja, Mamatjan Juma and Kurban 
Niyaz ~ four ethnic Uighur journalists with Radio 
Free Asia in Washington. The first three are U.S. 
citizens, while Niyaz is a green-card holder. 
Their reporting for the U.S. government-funded news 
organization has offered one of the only independent 
sources of infonnation about the crackdown in the 
ptovince. 
All three of Hoshur' s brothers Were jailed in Xinj iang 
in 2014, but two Were released in December2015 after 
the U.S. government protested. The third, Tudaxun, 
was sentenced to a five-year jail tenn in 2015 on 
charges of endangering state security and remains in 
prison. 
Hoshur said the other two brothers were detained 
again in September and taken to the Loving Kindness 
School, a political reeducation center in the city of 
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China detains relatives of U.S. reporters in apparent 
, punishment for Xinjiang coverage 

Horgos. Ho!hur said a source told him that around 
3,000 people have been detained there. 
Hoshur said Chinese authorities have contacted family 
members living in Xinjiang, urging them to ask him to 
stop calling and reporting on events in the region. 
In separate statement posted online last week, 
Hoja said her brother, 43-year-old Kaisar Keyum, was 
taken away by police i.n October aod his whereabouts 
.are unknowo. Since late January, she has also 
lost all contact with her parents, who are both in their 
70s aod in poor health. 
"My father is paralyzed on one side and needs a 
constant care. My mother has recently had a surgery 
on her feet and is very weak," she said in the statement. 
"I need to know where they are and that they are OK. 
I need to be able to speak to them. They have not 
committed any Crime." 
Shortly after caHing her aunt earlier this month, Hoja 
said, she received a call from a friend in West Virginia 
whose mother lives in Urumqi, Xinjiang's capital. Her 
friend said that around 20 of Hoja's relatives have 
been arrested by the Chinese police because of her 
reporting. 
When her brother was detained, police told Hoja's 
mother that her employment with RF A was the reason 
for hi_s detention, the news outlet sa.id, It said Hoja has 
heard that her relatives may have been detained for 
being in communication with her through a WeChat 
messaging group. 
Jurna, deputy director of RFA's Uyghur Service, 
reported that his brothers Ahmetjan and Abduqadir 
Jurna were detained in May 2017. Ahmetan's 
whereabouts are unknowo, while Abduqadir has been 
taken to a prison in Urumqi. He suffers from heart and 
health issues that require medical care, but his sister 
has been denied access to him. ' 
"The family is deeply concerned about his health and 
well-being while being held in a prison known for its 
inhumane conditions." RF A said. 
RF A Uyghur broadcaster Niyaz's youngest brother, 
Hasanjan, was arrested last May and soon afterward 
sentenced to six years in jail for "holding ethnic 
hatred." 
Human rights groups say China represses the rights, 
culture and freedom of worship for Uighur Muslims. 
Xinjiang has been home.to long-running separatist 
unrest, and several violent attacks have occurred there 
in re.cent years, blamed by the authorities on lslamist 
extremism. 
In a report issued Tuesday, Human Rights Watch 
described how a system of predictive policing, 
involving constant mass surveillaoce and big data 

i 

analysis, was being deployed to bolster the crackdown 
in Xinjiang. 
The police gather data from all-pervasive security 
cameras, some of wh_ich have facial recognition or 
infrared capabilities, the report said. "WiFi sniffers" 
monitor smaflphones and computers, while car license 
plate and identity card numbers are gathered at the 
region's countless security checkpoints, all cross
checked against health, banking and legal records, it 
said. 
Police officers, Communist Party cadres and 
government workers also visit homes to gather data on 
families, their "ideological situation" and their 

·relationships with neighbors. One int<erviewee said 
even owning a large number of books cou.ld arouse 
suspicion, unless one worked as a teacher. Data is also 
gathered on frequency of prayer and visits abroad. 
Constant surveillance and harassment have made it 
extremely difficult for foreign reporters based.in China 
to cover the crackdown in Xinjiang effectively, with 
locals too scared to talk to reporters and security 
officials obstructing or detaining several journalists 
who have ventured there. 
RF A said it has been in contact with the State 
Department over the detentions, but China's Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs declined to say whether it has 
received any communications from the U.S. 
government. 
Foreign ministry spokesman Lu Kang said that, on the 
question of reporting, "we welcome and support 
foreign media to report on China in an objective and 
fairway." 
RF A was set up by Congress in 1994 to broadcast 
news that would otherwise not be reported in Asian 
countries where governments do not allow a free press, 
and it continues to be funded by an annual grant from 
the U.S. government's Broadcasting Board of 
Governors. 

Hoshur said China might be using voice recognition 
technology to intercept his phone calls to gather 
information from Xinjiang. Almost all of them are cut 
off in under a minute, he said. 
The State Department said in a statement Wednesday, 
1'We urge the Chinese government to cease policies 
that unduly restrict the exercise of freedom of religion 
or that otherwise deny individuals their ability to enjoy 
their human right. 
"We call on China to release all prisoners of 
conscience, and to respect the human rights and 
fundamental freedoms ofaH its citizens." 
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Radio Free Asia 

Xinjiang Authorities Launch Anti-Religion 
Campaign Through Local Police Stations 
2018-02-12 

Uyghur security personnel patrol near the Id Kah Masque in Koshgar city, Nov. 4, 2017. 

Reported by Shohret Hoshur for RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by Alim Seytoff. Written in English by 

Joshua Lipes .. 

(Radio Free Asia) 

Authorities in Kashgar (in Chinese, Kashi), in northwest China's Xinjiang region, have launched an 

antireligion propaganda drive through local police stations, whose officers are rolling the campaign out 

to residents of the mostly ethnic Uyghu.r-populated prefecture, sources said. 

A purported photo of a group of policemen from Kashgar's Maralbeshi (Bachu) county holding a banner 

with the slogan "We Must Solemnly Reject Religion, Mu.st Not Believe in Religion" recently drew 

attention on the WeChat social media channel, suggesting the launch of a campaign in the prefecture, 

which has one of Xinjiang's largest concentrations of Uyghur Muslims. 

An officer in Maralbeshi's Vengisheher township police station, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 

recently confirmed to RFA's Uyghur S.ervice that the photo had been taken in his department as part of 

the campaign, before hanging up the phone. 
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Officers from two additional township police stations in Maralbeshi-Shi Tong and Awat-also 

confirmed that they were taking part in the anti-religion drive, before terminating the call.· 

Sources told RFA that the campaign began around two months ago and is intended to undermine the 

Islamic faith of local residents. 

It was not immediately clear which level of government had initiated the campaign or how it was being 

carried out in Xinjiang, where Uyghurs complain of pervasive ethnic discrimination, religious repression, 

and cultural suppression under Chinese rule. 

While Chinese authorities have claimed that previous crackdowns on religion are meant to weed out a 

small minority of the region's population whom they deem "extremists," Uyghur activists in exile 

maintain that they in fact target Islam and the Uyghur people, and the wording of the new campaign 

suggests a much broader scope. 

Further investigation into the "We Must Solemnly Reject Religion, Must Not Believe in Religion" drive 

found that it is also un.der way elsewhere in Kashgar, as well as other parts of the Xinjiang region. 

A police officer at the Baghawat township police station in Kashgar's Yarkand (Sh ache) county confirmed 

to RFA that his department was taking part in the campaign, before refusing to answe~ further questions 

and hanging up the phone. 

And a supervisor at the Aykol township police station, in the seat of Aksu (Akesu) prefecture, said 

officers were also participating in the campaign there, but would not discuss the sea.le of the drive or 

who its intended targets were, citing rules of confidentiality for the police force. 

"Yes, we are all aware of it," said the supervisor, who also asked to remain unnamed. 

"Currently this campaign is being carried out in all government sectors, so how is it possible that we 

would Mt be aware of it?" 

He referred additional questions to the head of the department-a party secretary surnamed Li, who he 

said was in a meeting and could not take a call at the time. 

But an officer at the Qarqu township police station, in Hotan (Hetian) prefecture's Keriye Nahiyisi 

(Yutian) county, told RFA that the campaign was being propagated to area law enforcement as well as 

"the general public." 

Prior "anti-religious extremism" campaigns have been spread through the government's regional 

Communist Party cadres and propaganda officers, and the new campaign is the first known example of 

law enforcement taking part. 
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And while the authorities have openly restricted party members and cad;es from religious activities in 

the past, the new campaign also marks the first known instance of religious restrictions extending to the 

police and local residents. 

RFA was unable to determine whether those who refuse to follow the campaign will face punishment for 

continuing to practice their religion. 

Police display an anti-religion propaganda banner in Kashgar's Maralbeshi county, February 20!$. 

Credit: WeChat 

Heavy crackdown 

Since April last year, Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist" and "politically incorrect" views have 

been detained in political re-education camps throughout Xinjiang: 

Authorities have relied on a list circulated early last year of "75 Signs of Religious Extremism"to detain 

Uyghurs amid a string of harsh policies attacking their legitimate rights and freedoms enacted since 

Communist Party secretary Chen Quanguo was appointed to.run the region in August 2016. 

Among the signs of extremism on the list were "storing or purchasing large quantities of food for home" 
and "acting abnormal," and "praying in groups in public outside of mosques." 

But Communist Party secretaries in villages in Hotan prefecture recently told RFA that they were notified 

in April 2017 of several new "signs of extremism" security personnel should look for to determine 

whether a Uyghur is at risk of becoming an lslamic_"radical." 

The new signs included those who, when at prayer, stand with their legs wide apart and place their 

hands above their chest, dye their hair red with henna, grow their hair or beards long, wear short 

trousers, or wear a watch on their right wrist, the sources said. 

China regularly conducts "strike hard" campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and language of the Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 
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While China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated the threat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 2009. 

Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 03/09/2018 3:36:31 PM 



Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 03/09/2018 3:36:31 PM 

Radio Free Asia 

Threat of Re-Education Camp Drives 
Uyghur Who Failed Anthem Recitation to 
Suicide 
2018-02-05 

Children ride on the back of a tricycle of a Uyghur sweets vendor in Yarkand, Xinjiang, June 14, 1017. 

Reported by Shohret Hoshur for RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by RFA's Uyghur Service. Written in 
English by Joshua Lipes. 

(Radio Free Asia) 

A Uyghur resident of Kashgar (in Chinese, Kashi) prefecture, in northwest China's Xinjiang region, 

committed suicide after he was threatened with detention-in a political re0 education camp because he 

was unable to recite the national anthem in Chinese instead of his native Uyghur language, according to 

officials. 
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Since April last year, ethnic Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist" and "politically incorrect" views 

have been detained in re-education camps throughout Xinjiang, where members of the ethnic group 

have long complained of pervasive discrimination, religious repression, and cultural suppression under 

Chinese rule. 

While investigating social media reports of an alleged protest in Kashgar's Yarkand (Shache) county, 

RFA's Uyghur Service determined that a separate incident occurred recently in which a Uyghur named 

Tursun Able! had hanged himself at his home in No. 1 village of the county's Tomosteng township. 

According to officers who answered t_he phone at the Tomosteng Police Station, Ablet-a man in his 40s 

who is the father of three children-committed suicide on Jan. 28, and was discovered by h_is wife, 

before member_s of the provincial Public Security Bureau arrived to investigate. 

"He hanged himself with a rope," said one officer, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

"I heard it was related to the class he was attending, and that something had affected him," he said. 

"The classes were arranged by the Family Committee for people to study the Chinese language, 

[Communist] party regulations, and so on. As it is the wintertime [and not farming season], it is also to 

prevent men from taking part in activities that affect social stability." 

A second officer at the station named "II ham" said that a police investigation had determined that Ablet 

"was struggling with his studies" before his death. 

"[Ablet's wife] said that the previous evening, after returning from the training course, he complained 

about the lessons, saying, 'What kind of life is this?'" llham said. 

"She said, 'In the morning when he left the house, I thought he had gone to the class. I went to our old 

house to feed the chickens and I found he had hanged himself."' 

According to llham, Ablet's wife explained that he had "complained about the difficulties he faced in 

learning how to read and write the Chinese language, saying 'Other people can read and write, but I 

cannot."' 

Mandarin Chinese and the Uyghur language-which•is Turkic-differ significantly, and Uyghurs speak 

Chinese. at varying levels of pr~ficiency, depending on where they live, how they.have been educated, 

and their occupations. ' 

II ham said it was unclear whether Ablet held particularly strong beliefs with regard to his Muslim faith, 

and if that had been a factor in his difficulties in the class. 

"All his life he worked as a laborer-he wa.s a very quiet man who kept to himself," II ham said, adding, 

"He looked after his family doing odd jobs daily." 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/09/2018 3:36:31 PM· 



Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 03/09/2018 3:36:31 PM 

He said he believed Ablet's suicide was motivated by "verbal harassment'' and "abuse of his dignity" he 

endured at the class. 

Statements from classmates 

A third officer-who was part of an investigation unit comprised of village and township cadres, as well 

as police-read RFA statements taken from residents familiar with Ablet and hi_s treatment at the 

training course. 

A statement from Ablimit Abliz said that on the morning of Jan. 25, about 200 people aged 16 to 45 

attended a training course at Bagh Hoyla Family Committee Hall, and that 17 people in the class

including Ablet-were unable to recite the national an!hem when asked to stand and do so. 

The head of the Family Committee, Mehmet Tursun Mahmut, told the group that if they could not learn 

to rec_ite both the national anthem and the Oath of Allegiance to the Communist Party by Jan. 29, he 

would "send us to a re-education camp for between six months and five years." 

"On Jan. 27, 11 out of the 17 people passed the recitation of the national anthem and the Oath of 

Allegiance test, and the remaining six failed it," Abliz's statement reads. 

"After class, the six people who failed were kept in the building and forced to carry out cleaning tasks," it 

said, adding that Abliz was unsure what the group was told after they were finished with the work. 

Ac"cording to the statement, M_ahmut had made a similar threat at a dass at the Yengisheher Family 

Committee on the morning of Jan. 24, when he called attendees "stupid donkeys" and told them they 

would be sent to a re-education camp for up to five years if they could not recite the anthem and the 

oath within three days. 

A second statement from Turdi Tursun confirmed that six people were forced to carry out a cleaning 

task after Mehmet Tursun swore at them in front of the class on Jan. 25 at Bagh Hoyla Family 

Committee Hall. 

"He shouted, 'Why didn't you complete the task ihat I told you to do within the time allotted? You are 

all stupid, ignorant donkeys."' 

The officer who read the statements said investigators had not determ_ined whether Mehmet Tursun 

was responsible for Ablet's death, as they had only asked about whether abuse had taken place during 

the· classes he attended. 

"According to witnesses, Mehmet Tursun Mahmut told him that he had until the 29th to remember and 

recite everything," he said, adding that he believed Ablet was frightened about the consequences of 

failing to do so. 
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He said Ablet was discovered hanging from a trellis supporting grapevines in the courtyard of his old 

home, and that he had used a pile of bricks to position himself. 

An ambulance team pronounced Ablet dead at the scene without bringing him to the hospital, and he 

was buried on the same day, the officer said. 

Ablet had never committed any crimes and had no record of arguments with his neighbors or others, he 

added. 

Camp network 

Prior reporting by RFA's Uyghur Service found that as arrests in Xinjiang increased around the sensitive 

19th Communist Party Congress in Beijing in October, the region's re-education camps have been 

inundated by detainees, who are forced to endure cramped and squalid conditions in the facilities. 

Chinese authorities have not publicly acknowledged the existence of re-education camps in Xinjiang, and 

the number of inmates kept in each facility remains a closely guarded secret, but Uyghur activists 

estimate that up to 1 miHion Uyghurs have been detained throughout the region since April 2017. 

Since Xin]iang party chief Chen Quanguo was appointed to his post in August 2016, he has i.nitiated 

unprecedented repressive measures against tlie Uyghur people and ideological purges against so-called 

"two-faced" Uyghur officials-a term applied by the government to Uyghurs who do not willingly follow 

directives and exhibit signs of "disloyalty." 

China regularly conducts "strike hard" campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and language of the Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 

While China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated the threat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 2009. 
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Radio Free Asia 

Uyghur Inmates in Xinjiang's Koria City 
Endure Overcrowded Re-Education Camps 
2018-01-03 

Police officers on duty in the vicinity of a center believed to be used for re-education in Xinjiong's Koria 

city, Nov. 2, 2017. 

Reported by Shohret Hoshur for RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by RFA's Uyghur Service. Written in 
English by Joshuo Lipes. 

(Radio Free Asia) 

Political re-education camp inmates in Koria (in Chinese, Kuerle) city, in northwest China's Xinjiang 

region, endure cramped and squalid conditions in facilities where as many as 1,000 detainees are 

admitted every few days, according to a former official. 

Since April last year, ethnic Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist" and "politically incorrect'' views 

have been detained in re-education camps throughout Xinjiang, where members of the ethnic group 
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have long complained of pervasive discrimination, religious repression, and cultural suppression under 

Chinese rule. 

Sources recently told RFA's Uyghur Service that detention centers in Koria, the seat of central Xinjiang's 

Bayin'gholin Mongol (Bayinguoleng Menggu) Autonomous Prefecture, are "completely full" and have 

been turning detainees away because they could not accommodate them. 

An employee at the central Koria Detention Center did not deny that the facility was overcrowded, but 

said he was not authorized to speak to people over the phone. The head and deputy chief of the center 

were unavailable for comment, he added, suggesting that inquiries be directed to the local Public 

Security Bureau. 

An official with the Judicial Office in Karla's Qosheriq township told RFA that while he didn't have the 

exact number of inmates held at area re-education camps, "it's been over a month since I heard that the 

centers were full," adding that "people are taken to them, but can't be admitted." 

He referred further inquiries to Korla's Central Management Office, including questions about whether 

those who had been turned away were sent back to their home villages. 

One thous_and processed 

But Naman Bawdun, the former head and Communist Party secretary of Bashawat village, in Karla's 

Awat township, said that during the course of a few days last month he had joined around 1,000 people 

awaiting health checks at the city's main hospital, ahead of being admitted to re-education camps. 

According to Bawdun, despite his exemplary work as an official and loyalty to Beijing, his wife was 
' detained on Oct. 9 for allegedly "allowing others to preach religion," after workers were said to have 

delivered Islamic sermons at her carpet factory. 

His daughter was removed from her position in the local police f_orce a week later and Bawdun was held 

in police custody from Nov. 30 to Dec. 2, before being brought to the hospital to undergo a medical 

examination as part of the intake process for enteri_ng a local re-education camp. 

"I was taken for a medical examination at the hospital, where I saw around 500 people," he said. 

"I witnessed women who faint_ed, as well as many men over the age of 70-a number of whom were 

being looked after by their children. They were all there for medical check-ups before being taken to the 

detention centers." 

Bawdun said that at around 7:30 p.m.-more than four hours after arriving at the hospital-he 

completed his medical exam and was moved to a large hall outside of a re-education camp, where he 

and others waited to be processed and admitted. 
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"I saw 500-600 people waiting in a hall, many of whom were sleeping on the floor ... before being 

assigned to a place in the re-education camp, one-by-one, after their medical reports had been 

checked," he said. 

''My turn came at 4:00 a.m .... but I was turned away as I had failed my health check. When I went back 

through the gate to the hall, again I saw people sleeping on the floor everywhere." 

When asked whether the people cou_ld have included visitors that were waiting to see their detained 

family members, Bawdun said it was "impossible." 

"No one is allowed to visit the center or its detainees, so everyone there was waiting to be imprisoned," 

he said. 

'Stop bringing people' 

Bawdun said that on the day he was brought to the re-education camp, a friend was also processed and 

admitted, although contacts from the Bayin'gholin Mongol Autonomous Prefectural Public Security 

Bureau and the detention center bailed him out three to four days later based on a health condition. 

While. inside, the friend said he had seen officials from the re-education camp tell the police to "stop 

bringing people ... as it is already too full." 

He described cells that had previously held eight people now accommodating 14 inmates, who "were 

not allowed pillows" and "had to lay on their sides because there was not enough room to lay flat," let 

alone space to turn over or stretch their legs. 

Other acquaintances told Bawdun that they had seen "detainees walking barefoot," and that inmates 

were "not allowed clothes with buttons or metal zippers," belts, shoelaces, or "even underwear" in 

some cases, despite average low temperatures of around 15 degrees Fahrenheit (-10 degrees Celsius) at 

night in December. 

Bawdun was unable to confirm how many people are typically admitted to area re-education camps on a 

daily basis, but said those he saw during his visit consisted of detainees being processed "from Dec. 13," 

and thatthe chief of the center he went to had ordered police to stop bringing them on the last of the 

three days. 

Weeks later, he said, a police acquai.ntance had told him that detainees were being processed at the 

camps again, although he did not specify how many. 

'like a brother' 

The former viUage chief, who has been a party member since 2009 and was one of only four residents of 

Xinjiang to have'ever received China's "Ethnic Unity Prize," said he remains unsure of exactly what he 

had done to earn a visit to a detention center last month. 
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"When I was the district secretary, my relationship with the Han C.hinese was like that of a brother~ 

when I had any celebrations I invited them, and they invited me, and when they leased land of 50 mu 

(8.2 acres) but extended it another 20 or 30 mu (3.3-5 acres), I turned a blind eye," Bawdun said. 

"But now I'm in a terrible situation. I used to be the person who led my cadres house to house, 

promoting ethnic unity, and educating people cm government policies in order to prevent illegal 

activities. All of a sudden, I'm the person receiving this education, and the working group comes to see 

me almost daily, taking photographs of me to document their visit" 

Since Xinjiang party chief Chen Quanguo was appointed to his post in August 2016, he has initiated 

several harsh policies targeting religious freedom in the region. 

China regularly conducts "strike hard" campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curb.son the culture and language of the Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 

While China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated th.e t.hreat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domest.ic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 2009. 
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American National Interests and the U.S. Policy Response 
to the Chinese Government's Militarization of its Western Region 

The role of the U.S. Congress In securing Amerlca.n Interests and values in Xinjiang 

► Public statemtmts representing the American people 
► Hearings to investigate American companies providing digital repression technology 
► Oversight of enforcement of existing U.S. sanctions 
► Support for Ambassador Nikki Haley to secure American interests at the UN. 
► Pressu.re holding Ambassador Cui Tiankai to account for brutal retaliation against U.S. citizens 
► Crisis diplomacy to project the families of Radio Free Asia reporters and ordinary Uyghur-Americans, detained 

and tortured in Xinjiang. 

Big Data totalitarian control being tested on 11 mllllon Uyghurs In China 
Xinjlang is ground zero for testing how to combine artificial intelllger,ce and big data to perfect totalitarian control. This 
system can then be rolled. out to the rest of China, and the technology copied by other dictatorships around the wo~d. 

• 24-hour digital surveillance: "Wi-Fi sniffers,' facial-recognition and infrared night-vision cameras 
• 'Predictive policing" using a 75..polnt rating platform to rate each Uyghur as "trustworthy" or not 
• Hi-tech C4ISR military technology rolled out to implement PLA securitization of control 

China's geopo(ltlcat Influence In the "Arc of Instability," with Xlnjiang as a launching pad 
CCP Secretary'General Xi Jinping has built up the "Bell and Road Initiative• as a key national priority for the "Great 
Rejuvenation" of the Chinese nation. China's global ambitions include taking a leadership role throughout Central Asia and 
Pakistan. In Afghanistan, Chinese disinformation serves the PRC's unsupported claims.to be facing an "international 
Muslim terrorist" threat, justifying its securillzatlon of civilian control ih Xinjiang. 

Undennlnlng the UN and Influencing foreign governments to make the world safe for dictatorship 
The Chinese government.acts aggressively to shut down criticism of its human rights record at the UN, corrals UN security 
staff to expel critics such as World Uyghur Congress President Dolkun Isa, and pushes for resolutions promoting 
acceptance of dictatorship as a global norm. Chinese Communist Party members now lead inter-governmental bodies 
including INTERPOL, at a time when the CCP leadership has declared that China wilt soon realize its vision of a "new era" 
when China will take "center stage in the world." The new Chinese Ambassador to the UN, Ma Zhaoxu, served as 
Ambassador to Australia 2013-2016, a period of great success for CCP Influence in Australian political parties, 
government, education, media, and think tanks. 

Foreign-government retaliation and brutality to U.S. citizens and students on U.S. soil 
20 relatives of a reporter for Radio Free Asia, a flagship Congressional initiative, have been disappeared into the mass
incarceration camps in Xi11jiang. Almost all Uyghur abroad are afraid to contact their family at home and have heard that 
one or more family members are currently in detention.. · 

Wholesale ethnic repression, brutality and cultural genocide 
The PRC government is singling out an ethnic group for elimination as a distinct people. Harsh policies punish the use of 
the Uyghur language and practice of religion. Ethnic mass-incarceration camps, called "political education centers,· were 
established starting In April 2017. Experts believe these concentration camps may now hold up to 10% of the Uyghur 
population for indefinite· detention without trial. Individuals and entire families are picked up on the street or with a sudden 
knock on the door. 

Contact: 

Omer Kana!, Executive Committee Chairman 
+1.202.304.2070 (Washington, DC) 
OmerKanat2008@gmail.com 
Dolkun Isa, President 
+49.89.5432.1999 (Munich, Germany) 
Dolkun@gmaiLcom 

This material Is distributed by John Chwat on behalf of World Uyghur Congreas. Addition.al information is available at 
The Department of Jllltice, Washington, D.C. 
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The Uyghurs are a Turkic ethnic group who have now become mi· 
norities in their own homeland. East Turkestan (called the Xin· 
Jiang Uyghur Autonomous Region by China), spans over 1.6 mil· 
lion square kilometers and makes up the largest administrative 
division in China. More than 11 million Uyghurs - the majority of 
them Muslim and ethnically and culturally close to other Central 
Asian nations - live in East Turkestan (or the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region, XUAR). 

Despite the Chinese government's claimthat rapid economic and 
social development has created a harmonious, stable and satis· 
factory social environment, Uyghurs have always had a troubled 
relationship with the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) central 
government authorities and have been facing a Beijing-supported 
influx of Chinese migrants into their homeland, harsh repression of 
political dissent, and limitations on the expression of their distinct 
identity. The Uyghur people are struggling for cultural survival. 

To help you better understand the urgency and scale of the human 
rights issues they are facing, we are providing this report to brief 
you on the intensifying human rights situation in the Uyghur re· 
gion, including China's most recent unlawful mass detention of the 
Uyghurs. 
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1.Freedom of Expression 

Chinese officials introduced policies to regulate the Uyghur Muslims' per
sonal religious expression, including circumcisions, weddings and fi.mer
als, according to the U.S. Congressional-Executive Comrttission on China's 
(CECC) 2015 report. Authorities have also adopted new regulations limiting 
the role ofreligion in education, as well as Uyghur parents' ability to engage 
their children in religious activities in the XUAR (CECC 2017, p.8). CECC's 
2017 report notes that Chinese authorities continued to harass, detain and 
imprison democracy advocates who exercised their freedom of speech, as
sembly and demonstration (CECC 2017, p. 55). 

Many Uyghur intellectuals, including independent writers and blog admin
istrators, have been detained over the past few years in the XUAR. Uyghur 
activists speculate that Nurmuhemmet Yasin, recognized by Pen America for 
his allegorical short story "Wild Pigeon" - the same Writing that led to his 
arrest-probably died in prison. In 2014, Chinese authorities handed down a 
life sentence to Ilham Tohti, an economist, professor and researcher on Uy0 

ghur-Han relations, convicting him of"separatism" despite his call for ethnic 
harmony and understanding. Tohti was awarded the Martin Ennals Award for 
Human Rights Defenders in 20 I 6(Amnesly International, 2017). 

Chinese authorities have not only detained Uyghur writers and journalists in 
East Turkestan (Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous region), they have al.so de
tained relatives of journalists in other countries.' 

Four ethnic Uyghur journalists have reported that their parents and relatives 

in East Turkestan have been detained or have disappeared.ShohretHoshur, 
GulchehraHoja, Mamatjan Juma, and Kurban Niyaz, all of them working for 

the new U.S. government funded agency RFA, believe that their parents and 

family members have been detained or have disappeared. Two of them are 

U.S. citizens. Gulchehra believed that around 20 ofhetrelatives have been 
detained because of her work in the U.S. (Laignee Barron, 2018). 



...... ~··· -------"" .. • .·•~···• ··~ 
1 
•. · ~---~nt Human Ri~ht Issues . . . · · ·~ 
~ In East Turldstan ·. ~; 

Central and regional officials in the XUAR also placed strict restrictions on 
communication tools over the past few years. They tightened controls on cell 
phone use and ordered residents to install a spyware applicati6n -Jingwan
gWeishi (Web Cleansing Guard) --to allow the government to bonitor their 
activity for "illegal religious content" (Oiwan Lam, 2017). The government 
also expanded its censors on the internet, blocked access to virtual private 
networks (VPNs), and at tirnes fought the filming of treaty body reviews and 
online access to them. 

The Chinese Ministry of Industry and Information Technology posted a no
tice on its website in 2017, announcing the launch of a natiomyide clean-up 
campaign aimed at internet service providers, internet data centers, and con- · 

tent delivery network companieS (Sijia Jiang, 2017). The notice also prohib
ited the creation or rental of communication channels, including VPNs, to 
run cross-border operations without government approval. VPNs are often 
used to access social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter, which are 

restricted in China. In the XUAR, VPNs have been treated as tools for terror
ists. According to Radio Free Asia, in 2016, police in the XUAR's Changji 

I 

City detained a man for allegedly "downloading violent and •terrorism cir-
cumvention software," warning others of the serious consequences of using 
VPNs in the Uyghur region (Qiao Long

1
, 2016). 

2.Restrictions on Religious Activities 

In 2017, the Chinese Communist Party expanded restrictions on the already 
limited space for expression, religious activity, and peaceful assembly. To
day, restrictions on religious freedom has intensified dramatically in the 
XUAR and Tibet. Authorities have adopted new regulations limiting the role 
of religion in education as well as parents' ability to involve their children in 

religious activities. Regulations also ban Islamic dtess -including veils and 

irregular beards -and prohibit parents from naming their children any of a list 

of dozens of Islamic names deerned extremist by Chinese authorities. Fami

lies who fail to comply with the name regulation risk denial of household 

registration (hukou) for their newborns, thereby restricting t)leir access to 

social services such as education and healthcare. More recent reports indicate 
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that the name prohibition has been extended to include children up to the age 
' of 16 (CECC 2017, p.8). 

In the East Turkestan (XUAR), Chinese authorities have also ordered ethnic 
minority Muslim families to hand in religious items, including prayer mats 

' and copies of the Quran to the authorities, according to RFA (Qiao Long2, 

2017). News also specified that almost 70% of mosques were demolished 
in theKashgll.r city, under the "Mosque Rectification" campaign that was 

I 

launched by the Chinese government in 2016 (ShohretHoshur, 2016). Many 
intellectuals and businessmen disappeared or were arrested for their religious 
thought or practice. Muhammad SalihHajim, a well know religious leader 
and academic, might have disappeared or been detained, according to unof
ficial sources, World Uyghur Congress called Chinese government to clarify 
his status and whereabouts (WUC, 2017). 

The government restricts religious practice to five officially recognized re
ligions and only in officiallyapproved religious premises. It: retains control 
over religious personnel appointments, publications, finances, and seminary 
applications. In a major speech on religion, President Xi Jinping warned 
against overseas infiltrations through religious means and called on religions 
to adopt Chinese characteristics (HRW', 2017). 

In 2016, Beijing issued a white paper -"Freedom of Religious Belief in 
XUAR" -alleging that the government protects normal religious activities 
and respects citizens' religious needs and customs. Just days after publishing 
the paper, the government once again imposed its annual blll). on the obser
vance of Ramadan; and authorities prevented government employees, stu
dents, and children from fasting and in most cases from praying during Ra
madan. As of November 2016, Uyghur Muslim parents are forbidden from 
including their children in any religious activity, and citizens .ire encouraged 

to inform authorities about neighbots who may be involved in activities pro
hibited by the government. 

Authorities continue to restrict men from sporting beards and women from 

wearing headscarves and face-covering veils. Various repo~ also indicate 
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that the Chinese govemrnent destroyed thousands of mosques :'in the XUAR 
in 2016, purportedly because the buildings were considered a tlireat to public 
safety (USCIRF, 2017, p.34). 

3. "Bilingual Education" Policy 

In July 2017, the Education Department in the XUAR's Hotan;iprefecture is
sued a directive requiring full Mandarin instruction beginninij in preschool 
and banning the use ofUyghur in all educational activities and management, 
threatening punishment if the directives were not followed (UHRPI' 2017). 

I 
I 

Under China's "bilingual education" policy, class instruction takes place pri
marily in Mandarin Chinese, replacing instruction in languages spoken by 
ethnic minority groups. Authorities in Hotan banned the Uyghur language in 

education "in order to strengthen elementary and middle/high school bilin
gual education." The ban includes a prohibition on·Uyghur language signs 
on school grounds as well as the use ofUyghur in school activities and edu

cational management. Earlier that year, in March, state media had announced 
' that authorities would strengthen preschool bilingual education:in the XUAR 

by building or expanding a total of 4,387 bilingual kindergart~ns and hiring 
10,000 bilingual teachers in 2017 (CECC 2017, p.55). ' 

Those measures are the most restrictive language policies in theiregional edu
cation system to date and suggest a policy effort to move all Uyghur children 
into the "bilingual" education system is accelerating. But despite its label, 
"bilingual ed.ucation" is effectively monolingual - Mandarin Chinese. The 
policy undermines the Uyghur people's right to preserve their cultural iden
tity and facilitates the assimilation of Uyghuts into Han cultur.e. 

The World Uyghur Congress has been sounding alarms about the marginal

ization of the Uyghur language, concerned it will lead to the ~nd of formal 
" 

education for Uyghurs students in their own language. China ,ras laws pro-

tecting the use of minority languages, including in the education system -Ar
ticle 4 of the Chinese Constitution protects the freedom of mii;iorities to use 

their own language, and Article 37 of the Regional Ethnic A*tonomy Law 
I 
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slates that schools in autonomous regions should use the ethnic language as 
the primary medium of instruction. International human rights also outline 
standards protecting the right of ethnic minorities to receive education in 
their own language. These include Article 29 ofthe Convention of the Rights 
of the Child, Article 4 of the Declaration of the Rights of Persons Belonging 
to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, and Article 6 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The Chinese government should realize its efforts to undermine important 
elements of Uyghu:r identity will not solve the underlying issues of margin
alization and inequality. It should respect its own laws and the principles of 

international law protecting the rights of minorities to educate their children 
in their own language. 

4. Effects of Counter-terrorism Law and Anti-Extrem
ism Regulations 

Over the past few years, the Chinese government has been exploiting "terror
ist threats'' in order to further strengthen its security forces in East Turkestan, 

invoking and proclaiming the danger of extremism from Uyghurs, justifying 
and expanding its harsh policies, and trying to further crackdown on civil 
rights. 

China's ostensible campaign against the ''three evil forces" (terrorism, reli
gious extremism and separatism) in East Turkestan has explicitly served to 
draw a direct line from fundamental aspects of Uyghur culture to terrorism 
(WUC, 2017). 

The Counter-Terror Law, its burden heavily falling on Uyghurs, passed in 

December 2015, used to further restrict communication and religious prac
tice of the people. 

Undoubtedly, Chinese authorities have been exaggerating the threat from 

extremism and terrorism. They have been overly suppressing religious ac

tivities and ethnic independence in East Turkestan. They claimed that China 
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faced the threat of terrorism, but failed to release details about terrorism con

victions in the region. This raised concerns aboutusing counter- terror law on 

nonviolent activities. China's Counter-Terrorism Law is regarded as politi

cally motivated because of its lack oftransparency and violations of fair trial 

(HRW', 2017). 

The riskofracist attacks by law enforcement authorities toward Uyghurs has 
- . 

always been high in East Turkestan. It is clear that Chinese Counter-Terror-

ism Law did not only not comply with international human rights law, but 

also with China's domestic law. 

Some area of China's Counter-Terrorism Law raising our concerns; 

China's Counter-terrorism Law should include articles that relate to protect

ing minorities, especially when its main objective is to protect certain mi

nority groups. According to article 104 of the law, the Chinese government 

defined thoughts and speeches which attempted to "influence national policy 

making" belonging to terrorism. So, any thoughts urging the Chinese gov

ernment to change the policy toward East Turkestan (Xinjiang) might be re

garded as terrorism. This may cause local law enforcement officials in East 

Turkestan to abuse their power, and to categorize more innocent people as 

terrorists. 

Articles15, 16, and 94 indicated that any telecommunication and internet 

services have to provide a "backdoor' for the government. That means any 

telecommunication and internet service providers that do not comply with 

the regulation will be restricted from operating in China. These regulations 

further restricted freedom of expression and communication by using an 

overseas service provider. Individuals who have access to restricted commu

nication tools may be regarded as criminals. 

Articles 23 and 46 allowed officials to track down people with a digital sur

veillance system, establish check.points and collect individuals' information 

to be compiled onto a database. 
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Article 52 also allows law enforcement to restrict communication, living lo
cation, social and business activities. 

In March 2017, the XUAR People's Congress adopted the region's first ''anti
extremism" regulations (CLT, 2017). The regulations categorize 15 actions 
as extremism, and according to a Chinese legal scholar they "draw a clear 
line between legal religion and illegal religion." While the XUAR People's 
Congress adopted regional measures in July 2016 to implement the PRC's 
Counter-Terrorism Law -which describes how authorities should work to 
counter religious extremism (CTL 2016; Bai Tian, 2016) - the 2017 regional 
regulation provides more detailed descriptions of the responsibilities of the 
XUAR government authorities to eliminate extremism (Xinhua, 2017). Mea
sures aimed at countering extremism in the XU AR in recent years have often 
threatened to criminalize the Uyghurs' peaceful practice· of religious faith 
(UHRP, 2016). 

The regulations categorize 15 actions as the sign of extremism, "draw a clear 
line between legal religion and illegal religion," and threatened to criminalize 
Uyghurs' religious practice (CECC, 2017, p.283). According to these cat
egories, using "Halal" signs on food products is also regarded as extremism 
(Eziz, 2017). 

The above regulations overly applied in East Turkestan (Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region) which had a total surveillance system, which included 
checkpoints at train stations and roads in and out of towns, hand-held devices 
for searching people's smart phones, a GPS system for tracking cars, facial 
recognition systems everywhere, and a huge database for collecting biomet
ric and other relevant information of citizens (Josh Chin, Clement Biirge, 
2017). 

These implementation guidelines for the national Counter-Terrorism Law 

will do little to resolve the issue in the region. Instead of addressing the prob

lems of the economic marginalization of the Uyghur population, the repres
sion of free religious practice, and access to education in the Uyghur lan

guage as well as the increasing atmosphere of suspicion towards Uyghurs, 
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the guidelines clearly indicate that authorities intend to continue to increase 
the militarization of the region. 

5.Recall of Uyghur Students Abroad 

In 2017, the Chinese government ordered Uyghur students studying abroad, 
including those in Egypt, to return home (Shohret Hoshur2, 2017). Sever
al sources report Chinese authorities detained family members of overseas 
students to force them to return. After they failed to obey China's demands 
to return, more than I 00 Uyghurs were detained in Egypt in August 2017. 
At least more than two dozen were forcibly returned to China, where some 
of them were reportedly arreilted and imprisoned (Emily Feng, 2017). Bu
zaynepAbdureshit (BuzainafuAbdourexiti), a young Uyghur woman who 
had returned to China in 2015 after studying for two years in Egypt was sud
denly detained in March 2017 and sentenced to seven years in prison during 
a secret trial (Amneilty International, 2017). Habibullah Tohti, an Uyghur 
man who graduated with a PhD from Al-Azhar University in Egypt, was 
sentenced to ten years in prison after he tried to find a job in the Chinese 
education syiltem (Shohret Hoshur3, 2017). At least six other Uyghur students 
who traveled to Turkey for educational purposes were jailed upon returning 
home, according to a relative of the region's former Communiilt Party Chair
man, despite a probe that found the students had not committed any crimes 
(Shohret Hoshur,, 2017). 

China continues to seek out and recall members of the ethnic Uyghur popu-
1.ation scattered across the globe. In the case of Egypt, Chinese authorities 
have relied on Egyptian security forces to round up ethnic Uyghur Chinese 
citizens. Many details remain unclear about the arrest, detention and deporta
tion of Uyghur students studying in Egypt, including the legal residential or 
student iltatus of some of the Uyghurs in Cairo. But the People's Republic of 
China's ability to demand the return of an entire group of minority citizens 
~without a clear and compelling case for their repatriation and without any 

hint of due process -should raise concern within the international community. 

Uyghur students in western countries are also facing a lot of pressure, both 



from Chinese officials and by Han Chinese people. RFA reported that one 
of the Uyghur students was threatened by Han Chinese classmates who told 
him they would report him to the Chinese embassy for his "separatist view" 
(MihrayAbdulim, 2018). 

6. Re-Education Centers in the East Turkestan (XUAIR) 

Perhaps the most urgent issue today is the detention of tens· of thousands 
ofUyghurs in "re-education" centers ot camps in East Turkestan (XUAR). 
In 2017, China began rounding up Uyghurs by the thousands for detention 
in "re-education" camps or so-called political education centers. The camps 
are now formally referred to as Professional Education Schools after various 
other labels, including Socialism Training Schools and Counter Extremism 

Training Schools, since their inception in early 2017 (Eset Sulaiman1, 2017). 

Radio Free Asia has already published and broadcast dozens of news reports 
on China's re-education camps in the XUAR. Approximately 2000 of the 

13,000 Uyghurs in Kora City and 4000 of the 30,500 in Karakash county 
have been detained. At least 2000 Uyghurs in Aktu county were also detained 
in the re-education camps (EsetSulaiman, 2017). There may be many other 
re-education centers in other regions of the XUAR. Uyghurs have been de

tained in the re-education camps for various reason, including traveling over
seas, and are forced to express their remorse over previous thoughts (Shohret 
Hoshur", 2017). 

Some estimates demonstrate that as numerous as 800,000 people, generally 
Uighurs, have been imprisoned in the re-education camps. Based on the cur
rent populace of Uighurs in Xinjiang, which stands at a few 11 million, this 
sums up to the extrajudicial detainment of about ten percent of the ethno

national group (Phillips, 2018). 

One of the re-education centers in Karakash county was filled with detainees 

last November, so about 500 excessive detainees were transported to another 

"re-education center" near the county train station (Shohret Hushur2, 2018). 

The Chinese government is also targeting foreign citizens that have had Chi-
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nese citizenship before. RFA interviews aKazakislan citizen Omurbeg, who 

was detained by Chinese officials in East Turkestan (XURA), and was abused 

. and tortured for 20 days ( Gulchehre, 2018). 

Uyghur have been detained for various reasons. A Uyghur woman wastaken 

to a re-education camp just because she answered a phone call from a relative 

whose number was on the government blacklist (Shohret Hoshur3, 2018). 

Another report by Radio Free Asia stated that the Uyghurs detained in these 

facilities were held in overcrowded and squalid conditions, due to the large 

numbers of Uyghurs being held there. Despite this, more Uyghurs are be

ing arrested and sent to these facilities daily (Shohret Hoshurl' 2018).Some 

people have been taken to re-education camps because of their beards, keep

ing religious books a:nd having religious content on their phones (Gulchehra3, 

2018). 

Many Uyghur activists fear that these repressive institutions may develop 

into something paralleling the concentration camps the Jewish people suf

fered in more than 80 years ago. Human Rights Watch has called on the 

Chinese government to immediately free the people held in the unlawful po

litical education centers in the XUAR and shut the centers down. HRW noted 

that the political education centers are contrary to China's constitution and 

international human rights law. Article 37 of China's Constitution slates that 
all arrests ml)st be approved by the procuratorate, the state prosecl!tion, or the 

courts, yet none of those agencies appear to be involved with the detentions 

(HRW2, 2017). 

7.Travei ~estrictions 

In 2017, the XUAR officials continued to restrict Uyghurs' ability to travel 

freely in violation of Chinese law and international law. Since October 2016, 

authorities throughout the XUAR reportedly ordered residents to turn in their 

passports to police with varying deadlines of up to four months. Authorities 

subsequently required residents to seek approval from police for internation

al travel in order to retrieve their passports (CECC 2017, p.55). 
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Officials have also restricted domeslic and local travel by setting up check 
points on the roads, implementing severe refuictions and security slandards 
that apply only to Uyghurs and not Han Chinese citizens (Jili!Kashgary, 
2017). While many factors are certainly at play, further refuictions on the 
Uyghurs' ability to travel seems likely to exacerbate the feelings of fruslra
tions held by many Uyghurs. 

8. The "Big Data" andMass collection of DNA 

Chinese authorities are also building a,id implementing a predictive policing 
program, which depends onbig data analysis in the Uyghur region. Accord
ing to a Human Rights Watch report, Chinese authorities have developed 
apredictive policing program in order to monitor, invesligate and detain in
dividuals in the Uyghur region. Monitoring is performed onfamily, financial 
and social situation, and anything linked to personal information. Authorities 

also organized a special team for visiting every family and gathering data 
about them. The inspection results will be used to determined who should 
be taken into custody. Th.e platform is an effective tool· against "two faced 
people," and is going to be used in the Strike Hard Campaign, which may 
eventually result in extrajudicial detention (HRW,2018). 

According to research conducted by HRW and a report by Nature (inter
national weekly journal of science), security personnel have been collect
ing DNA samples from Uyghurs in the XUAR and from others throughout 
China, in many cases without consent. International observers raised con
cerns about the risk of officials misusing and abusing the collected biometric 
data to heighten security controls on the Uyghur population as officials build 
a database of citizens' biometric information -not limited to those with a 
criminal background as in other countries and lacking the kinds oflegal safe
guards other countries implement to manage their DNA databases (CECC 
2017, p.56). 

The Chines government is also collecting voice patterns from Uyghurs in the 
XUAR and storing them in a biometric database. HRW reported that China 

has already collected DNA samples from almost 40 million people and more 
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than one billion faces for a nationally searchable database without oversight, 
transparency, or privacy protections (HRW3, 2017). The Uyghurs in the 
XUAR have been forced to talce part in so called "free medical exams" while 
the purpose and results of those examinations are concealed from patients. 

DNA collection should meet the international privacy standards enshrined 
in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which China has 
signed but not ratified. A DNA collection and retention mechanism must be 
comprehensively regulated, be narrow in scope, and be proportionate to a 
legitimate security goal. 

9. Forced Labor and Transfer of Young Uyghur Wom
en to Mainland China 

The Chinese government's forced labor program still exists today in many of 
regions of the XUAR. Especially in rural areas, Uyghurs face various kinds 
of labor abuses in addition to the employment discrimination that prevents 
them from seeking non-agricultural jobs. In the rural southern areas of the 
XUAR, forced labor is a common practice implemented by a government 
program called hashar in the Uyghur language. The program requires four to 
11 hours of unpaid daily labor on public works projects with strict penalties 
for those who fail to participate and is a major violation of the Uyghurs' labor 
rights. Not only does thehasharprogram eliminate jobs that Uyghurs should 
be paid for, it also prevents them from performing their own agricultural 
work. Forced labor programs not only violate the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, but China's domestic laws as well (UHRP

2
, 2017). 

The Chinese government continues to transfer young Uyghur women to 
Eastern China to work in factories for Jaw wages. This policy -promoted as 
an overwhelmingly positive experience for young women -has effectively 
removed thousands of Uyghur women from their families and placed them 
in substandard working conditions thousands of miles from home (UHRP, 
2008). At the same time, China aids the movement of large numbers of poor 
Han Chinese migrants to the XUAR by providing them with economic op

portunities. 
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The transfer policy can be seen as yet another aspect of Beijing's effort to 
forcibly assimilate the Uyghurs and undermine the distinct Uyghur identity 
and culture of the XUAR. The continuation of the policy will only further 
marginalize the Uyghurs and deepen the Uyghurs' mistrust in government 
officials, leading to even greater tension in the XUAR (Peng, 2017). Inequal
ity and discrimination are the major sources of ethnic tension in the region. 

10. Ethnic and Linguistic Assimilation Policies 

Over the past 50 years, the Chinese government has supported the movement 
of a steady stream of Han Chinese migrants to the XUAR under afuategic 
campaign called "Open Up the Wesl." The campaign began to alienate the 
region's ethnic population in 2010 (PreetiBhattacharji, 2012). The demo
graphic change has e:){acerbated the ethnic tension because of the increased
marginalization of and discrimination against Uyghurs. 

Uyghurs in the XUAR have been subject to various forced assimilation poli
cies, including the repression of their language and restrictions on movement 
and religious activities. Authorities in many of the prefectures in the XUAR 

have issued directives completely banning the use of the Uyghur language 
at all education levels and threatening severe punishment for those found in 
violation, according to official sources (Eset Sulaymll!½, 2017). 

Chines authorities also launched the "relative's week" program in 2017. The 
program requires local Han Chinese civil servants to spend a week With Uy
ghur families in rural areas. Most of the civil servants are complete strangers 
with different cultural and religious customs. Activists and scholars suspect 
the primary goal of the "relative's week" program is surveillance ofUyghur 
families or dilution of ethnic identity (Joyce Huang, 2017). 

Local government is implementing new regulations that encourage Han Chi

nese to marry Uyghurs, promising them ten thousand Yuan for a mixed mar

riage (Gulchehre
2
, 2018).Uyghur residents are forced to learn Hall Chinese 

and Chinese culture. Related news indicated that Uyghur are forced to recite 

the anthem in the Chinese language, and at least one Uyghur man tried to 



commitsuicide becausehefeared being punished for failing to recite the Chi
nese anthem (ShohretHoshur, 20 I 8). 

The Chinese government intensified its crackdown on religious activities in 
2017. China invested more than $38 million USD to monitor mosques and 
install surveillance-data platforms in the XUAR (Josh Chin, Clement Burge, 
2017). The communist regime has also increased efforts to convert Uyghur 
mosques into propaganda centers for the communist party (Kurban Niyaz

1
, 

2017). The government has also banned Islamic names and religious attire in 
the XUAR (Benjamin Hass, 2017). 

11. Imprisonment of Writers and Students 

Over the past several years, Chinese authorities detained and imprisoned 
many Uyghur intellectuals -among them writers, webmasters, and students 

-who expressed support for the preservation of the Uyghur cultural identity, 

called for understanding between Han Chinese and Uyghurs, and criticized 
the government's harsh policies in the East Turkestan (XUAR). 

Most prominent among those intellectuals, Ilham Tohti, a well-regarded eth

nic Uyghur economist and peaceful critic of the Chinese.government's poli
cies, was sentenced to life in prison by the Xinjiang People's High Court fot 
allegedly engaging in separatism. after a grossly unfair trail. Tohti spoke pas
sionately of an independent legal system that could ease abuses in the region. 
Perhaps more importantly, he helped those watching the XUAR from inside 
and outside China understand developments there and urged peaceful de
bate, not violence,among students, scholars, and others (Sophie Richardson, 
2016) .. 

Authorities also arrested some ofTohti's students -Perhat Halmurat, Sohret

Tursun, and Abdukeyum Ablitnit (Mihray Abdilim, 20 I 4 ). Other Uyghut stu

dents and intellectuals, including MuteHiplmin, AtikemRozi, and Ekberlmin 

were arrested on charges of separatism. and inciting ethnic hatred for alleged 

work on the Uyghur language website Uyghuronline (Edward Wong, 2014). 

RFA's Uyghur Service confirmed that at least five Uyghur web writers and 
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administrators -TursunjanMemet, OmerjanHesen, Ababekri Muhtar, Akbar
janEset, and an online writer whose name could not be confirmed -Were also 
detained (EsetSulayman). Prominent Uyghur musician AbdurehimHeyt was 
arrested in 2017 amid the "ideological purge" without an official explanation 
by local authorities (Kurban Niyaz

2
, 2017). 

Another famous case that took place recently was that of a prominent Uy-. 
ghur Muslim scholarMuhammed SalihHajim, who died at age 82 in jail at 
the hands of the Chinese. govetnment,taken into prison for 40 odd days for 
no crime other than his ethnicity and his belief. The Chinese government is 
unlikely to give his body back to his family for a proper Islamic burial be
cause the Chinese government worries that it would incite further protest if 

the family saw that the sheik had died under torture. This is just one of the 
Uyghur people who has died in the Chinese Nazi-illyle re-education camp.in 

East Turkestan. 

12. Health Care and Nuclear Testing 

Uyghurs barely have access to basic health care in the XUAR. There are no 
operating rooms, gynecology equipment or disinfectants in the majority of 
the hospitals in the region. At best, some antibiotics or TB medication may 

be available. Almost all doctors working in hospitals in the XUAR are Chi
nese, do not speak Uyghur, and therefore cannot communicate with Uyghur 
patients who may have difficulty explaining their health issues in Ch.inese. In 
recent years, cases of cholera, leprosy, hepatitis, and HIV have substantially 

increased in the region. 

Overall ecological and human health trends in the East Turkestan (Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region) are terrible. The growing negative impacts of 

air and water pollution, desertification, and overall ecological damage have 

turned East Turkestan (XUAR) into one of the unhealthiest regions in China. 

Deforestation and coal-fired power plants which wete caused by Han mi

grants contribute to the further deterioration of air quality. According to a re

cent report by the Ministry of Environmental Protection of China, the Eighth 

Inspection Group indicated that environmental degradation in the region is 



getting serious, andpointed out that pollution control and protecting measure
ments are never been e!}ough (.MEP, 2018). 

East Turkestan is a high tuberculosis and HIV prevalence area in China. 
Studies showed that prevalence of tuberculosis co-infection among the HIV 
positive patients is higher than other parts of China, with the economic hard
ship and lack of preventing measures and economic hardship being the major 
reasons for the low cure rate of tuberculosis and reduced survival in HIV pa
tients (Maimaiti, Rena, et al, 2017) 

China's nuclear testing inthe XUAR over the past three decades continues to 
impact the environment- polluting drinking water and food supplies and un
dermining the health of livestock and residents. According to various sources 
in· the XUAR, residents in and near nuclear testing sites continue to give 
birth to children with horrible deformities. However, the districts bordering 
the nuclear testing sites have yet to receive adequate medical attention. No 

medical investigations have been carried outon China's nuclear testing in the 
XUAR until recently (Dennis Barbion, 2012). 

China detonated its first nuclear bomb, codenamed "596," in October 1964 
in the XUAR. Between 1964-1996, China detonated 46 nuclear bombs in 
the Lop Nor area of the XUAR and completed another 22 underground tests 
-including thermonuclear blasts, r1eutron bombs, and an atomic bomb. The 
cities ofUrumchi, Turpan, Qumul and Koria lie within 320 kilometers of the 
nuclear testing site. Nearly 190,000 people may have died and at least an
other 1.5 million may have been affected by the radioactive material during 
the 32 years of nuclear testing at Lop Nor. Researchers estimate that China's 
nuclear testing 'in the XUAR released six million times more plutonium in 
the Uyghur region that the plutonium released during the Chernobyl incident, 
which affected approximately one million people worldwide (The Tibet Post, 

2012; Das, S, 2009). 

The World Uyghur Congress urges human rights organizations, governments, 

and international organizations to urge the Chinese government to: 

• Take all necessary steps to ratify the /ntemational Covenant on Civil and 

eg1stratton Unit 03/09/2018 3 :36:31 PM 



Political Rights if the Chinese government wishes to be taken seriously· 

bythe international community 

Engage with and respond substantively to UN Special Procedures, 

namely the Special Rapporteurs for Arbitrary Detention, Inhuman or De

grading Tf"eJltment or Punishment, Freedom of Religion or Belief, and 

Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 

while Countering Terrorism. China must allow for transparent and con

structive visits and monitoring by these representatives who have the 

ability to respond to the developing situation there. 

Provide public access to reports on high-risif detainee cases. The inter

national community must be able to gain adequate information regard

ing detainees, particularly those who have been illegally returned from 

neighboring states. China must also unconditionally release I/ham Tohti, 

who has been accused on baseless charges of separatism. 

Recognize the importance of human rights protections within the context 

of counterterrorism campaigns and abide by international standards. 

Immediately and substantially amend China's National Anti-Terror Law 

and regional implementation measures for East Turkestan in accor

dance with international standards. 

• Immediately take steps to ensure Uyghurs are able to freely practice 

their faith. China must ensure that current policies that explicitly and im

plicitly link Islam to extremism and violence are reviewed and modified 

in accordance with international law. 

Lift passport restrictions for those recently affected in East Turkestan. 

Passports and other travel documents must be retumed to those wish

ing to legally travel within the region or out of the country. 

Stop transferring Uyghur women to Eastem China and stop supporting 

Han Chinese migration to East Turkestan. if theywish to realize equality 

and stability in the region. 

Take necessary measures to prevent epidemic diseases caused by nu

clear testing_ and provide free treatment for people effected by radiation. 

RA Registration Unit 03/09/2018 3 :36:31 PM 



WUC also calls on slates within the international community to: 

Recognize the importance of human rights protections across China and 

integrate human rights into economic and political dialogue in bilateral 

relationships with the Chinese government. 

Oemand China participate whole-heartedly in human rights dialogue 

and engage with high-level representatives to increase the legitimacy of 

such talks. Stipulate concrete progress on human rights. 
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China: Big Data Fuels Crackdown in Minority Region 
Predictive Policing Program Flags Individuals for Investigations, Detentions 

February 26, 2018 

Chinese police patrolling night market near Id Kah Mosque in Kashgar in China's Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous 

Region, a day before the E.id al°Fitr holiday, June 25, 2017. 

© 2017 AFP PHOTO/ Getty Images 

(New York) Human Rights Watch -Chinese authorities are building and deploying a predictive policing. 

program based on big data analysis in Xinjiang, Human Rights Watch s.aid today. The program aggregates 

data about people - often without their knowledge - and flags those it deems potentially threatening to 

officials. 

According to interviewees, some of those targeted are detained ani:f sent to extralegal upolitical 

education centers" where they are held indefinitely without charge or trial, and can be subject to abuse. 

"For the first time, we are able to demonstrate that the Chinese government's use of big data and 

predictive policing not only blatantlyviolates privacy rights, but also enables officials to arbitrarily detain 

people," said Maya Wang, senior China researcher at Human Rights Watch. "People in Xinjiang can't 

resist or challenge the increasingly intrusive scrutiny of their daily lives because most don't even know 

about this 'black box' program or how It works." 
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Human Rights Watch said Xinjiang authorities in recent years have increased mass surveillance measures 

across the region, augmenting existing tactks wit.h the late.st technologies. Since around April 2016, 

Human Rights Watch estimates, Xinjiang authorities have sent tens of thousands of Uyghurs and other 

ethnic min.orities to "political education centers." 

These actions are part of the regional authorities' ongoing "Strike-Hard" campaign, and of President Xi's 

"stability maintenance" and "enduring peace" drive in the region. Authorities say the campaign targets 

"terrorist elements," but it is in practice far broader, and encompasses anyone suspected of political 

disloyalty, which in Xinjiang cou.ld mean any Uyghur, particularly those who e.xpress, even peacefully, 

their religious or cultural identity. 

Since August 2016, the Xinjiang Bureau of Public Security has.postedprocurement notices confirming the 

establishment of the "Integrated Joint Operations Platform" (IJOP, -{;jl:{t~-g-1'Jclil!-'f!'I), a system that 

receives data on individuals from many different sources. Kashgar Prefecture appears to be one of the 

first areas where the system is complete and in regular use. 

These notices reveal that the IJOP gathers information from multiple sources or "sensors." One source is 

CCTV cameras, some of which have facial recognition or infrared capabilities (giving them "night vision"). 

Some cameras are positioned in locations police consider sensitive: entertai.nment venues, 

supermarkets, schools, and homes of religious figures. Another source is "wifi sniffers," which collect the 

unique identifying addresses of computers, smartphones, and other networked devices. The IJOP also 

receives information such a.s license plate numbers and citi.zen ID card numbers from some of the 

region's countless security checkpoints and from "visitors' management systems• in access-controlled 

communities. The vehicle checkpoints transmit information to IJOP, and "receive, in real time, predictive 

warnings pushed by the IJOP" so they can "identify targets .. :for checks and control." 

The IJOP also draws on existing information, such as one's vehicle ownership, health, family planning, 

banking, and legal records, according to official reports. Police and local officials are also required to 

submit to IJOP information on any activity they deem "unusual" and anything "related to stability" they 

have spotted during home visits and policing. One interviewee said that possession of many books, for 

example, would be reported to IJOP, if there is no ready explanation, such as having teaching as one's 

profession. 

Police officers, local Party·and government cadres, and fanghuiju (iJ.i,l!Bff, an acronym which stands for 

Visit the People, Benefit the People, and Get Together the Hearts of the People [in R;jj!f, Ii R;!t., ~ 

E\'.,C,,l) teams are also deployed to visit people at home to gather data. Fanghuiju teams consist of 

officials from different agencies who have since 2013 been sent out to villages and local communities for 

the overarching purpose of "safeguarding social stability." According to official reports, the frequency of 

fanghuiJu visits to a given family- as often as every day to once every two months- depends on 

whether the family is considered politically "untrustworthy." During the visits, people are required to 

provide a range of data abo.ut their family, their "ideological situation," and relationships with 

neighbors. Official reports saythese teams use mobile apps to ensl!re that "the information for every 

household" is "completely filled in" and submitted to IJOP. 
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Police officers and local officials tasked with data collection do not appearto explain the reasons for 

such data collection, nor give residents a choice to decline to provide the data, according to 

interviewees. 

Ah Urumqi-based businessman shared with Human Rights Watch a form he was made to fill out for 

submission to the IJOP program in 2017. That form asked questions on religious practices, such as how 

many times the person prays every day and name of the person's regular mosque; whether and where 

the person had traveled abroad, including to any of "26 [sensitive] countries"; and their."involvement 

with [political] instability," including via relatives. The form also asks whether the person is a Uyghur, 

has been flagged by the IJOP, and Is "trustworthy" to the authorities. 

Another interviewee told Human Rights Watch he had observed the IJOP computer interface in the 

neighborhooj:I committee office on multiple occasions in the past year: 

I saw with my own eyes, oh designated computers ... the names, gender, ID numbers, occupation, 

familial relations, whether that person is trusted, not trusted, detained, subjected to political 

education (and year, month, date) for every Uyghur in that district. Those detained or not 

trusted, their color [coding] is different. Also, the content of the form is different depending on 

what has [already] been filled in. For example, for Uyghurs who have passports: w.hen they got 

it, where did they go, how long did they stay, when did they come back, did they give their 

passports [to the police], did they come back from abroad, the reasons for travelling abroad 

such as family visits, tourism, pursuing studies, business, or others. 

According to official and state media reports, the IJOP regularly "pushes" information of intere.st and 

lists of names of people of interest to police, Chinese Communist Party, and government officials for 

further Investigation. Officials then are supposed to act on these clues that same day (:;i;;tt:et:), including 

through face-to-face visits. The IJOP data Is evaluated together with other sources of information, such 

as the person's "general performance" during "study meetings." 

Upon "inspection," individuals "who ought to be taken, should be taken" (@i&k\!.i&) into custody, two 

work reports by local fanghuiju teams say. Two people told Human Rights Wa.tch that they had observed 

the IJOP computer interface generate lists of individuals to be rounded-up by the police. One heard 

police saying that some of those on the list would be detained and/or sent to political education centers .. 

The other said: 

Those pushed by IJOP are detained and investigated. As to how long that investigation takes 

place, nobody knows. During investigation, the person maybe held in the detention center or in 

the "political education" center. [Afterwards] that person can be sentenced to prison or 

subjected to [further] "political education." 

Most reports provide little detail about precisely how the IJOP conducts its analysis. An August 2017 

post by a fanghuiju team noted that IJOP flagged those "villagers who, without reason, failed to pay for 

their mobile phone bills and got disconnected," as well as those "whose phone and video calls involve 

terrorism and violenc.e." An earlier press art.icle dated October 2016 about an unnamed "big data 

platform" in Jiashi County (or Peyziwat County), Kashgar Prefecture, says it analyzes geographic, migrant 
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population, fertilizer, gas, vehicle, and other data about people's daily li_ves and alerts the police if it 

discovers any "unusual activity." A police researcher involved with the project ex·plained: 

For example, if a person usually only buys 5 kilos of chemical fertilizers, but suddenly [the 

amount] increases to 15 kilos, then We would send the frontline officers to visit [the person] and 

check its use. If there is no problem, [they would] input into the system the situation, and lower 

the alert level. 

While official references to IJOP are rare, one official WeChat reportacknowledged that the JJOP is 

contributing analytics that land people in political education centers in the campaign against 

"TwoFaced" Uyghur officials thought to be disloyal to the Party: 

Finally, after the 'political legal [authorities) and public security used the IJOP to ... again analyze 

and study [the cadres), they are sent to the county's Occupational Skills and Education Training 

Center to be [politically) educated. 

Xinjiang police claim that the IJOP has assisted them in bona fide crime-fighting: two publicized cases 

involved finding a petty thief and an individual i!)volved in unlawful financial transaction. 

"If the Chinese government's goal is to prevent bona fide crimes, it could train police and procurators in 

professional, rights-respecting methods, and empower defense lawyers," Wang said. "Arbitrary mass 

surveillance and detention are Orwellian political tools; China should abandon use of them and release 

all those held in political education centers immediately." 

For more Information about the use of IJOP In Xlnflang, please see the Information below. 

Background 

TheUOP 

Procurement notices for IJOP show that it is supplied by the Xinjlang Lianhai Cangzhi Company (tiiHl&t: 
ll!fifll'01'fl ). That firm is a wholly owned subsidiary of China Electronics Technology Group Corporation 

(CETC 't' 00 Tt-'f~tt~ffl 0 i'fJ ), a major state-owned military contractor in China, which had 

announced In a March 2016 pre_ss conference that the company had been awarded a government 

contract to build a big data program that would collate citizens' everyday behavior and flag unusual 

activities to predict terrorism. 

Integrated joint operations are a new People's Liberation Army doctrine that depend on a hi-tech C41SR 

(command, control, communications, computers, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance) 

"system of systems," according to an expert who has studied it. The application of this military doctrine, 

and the supporting technology, to civilian pol.icing is a worrying development that indicates the extent to 

which policing in Xinjiang is being based on a military model. 

A number of academic articles by researchers affiliated with the People's Public Security University of 

China, the CETC, and the Xinjiang Public Security Bureau Special Investigation Unit discuss predictive 

policing algorithms. One addresses whether individuals' patterns of electricity use are unusual, and 

descri_bes an official police list that outline 75 behavioral indicators of "religious extremism," including, 

for example, whether someone "sto_re large amounts of food in their homes." In July 2017, these three 
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institutions jointly built a national research institute in Urumqi, with the aim to better equip regional 

authorities with big data powers to discover "hidden social security incidents." 

' UOP and the Strike Hard Campaign in Xinjiang 

Xinjiang, in nort_hwestern China, is home to 11 million Uyghurs and other predominantly Muslim ethnic 

minorities. The Chinese government has imposed pervasive restrictions on fundamental human rights, 

including freedom of religion, on these minorities, primarily Uyghurs. These controls are intrusive and 

personal, including, for example, restrictions on what kind of dress or beard Uyghurs may wear, or what 
- -

na.me they rnay give their children. 

Authorities treat expressions of Uyghur identity, including language, culture, and religion, as well as 

aspirations for independence, as one of the "three [evil] forces'' (-=./lllJ'J,jJ), that is, "separatism, 

terrorism, and extremism." The Chinese government has a long tradition of conflating violent and 

nonviolent forms of political advocacy in Xinjiang, and authorities justify many repressive measures and 

the heavy security presence in the region as necessary in their fight against terrorism. 

Since May 2014, the Chinese government has waged a "Strike Hard Campaign against violent activities 

and terrorism" (F !lHJwl>h~d1iimz,/J'1f ll)i.jtz,IJ), a campaign that seems to have been brought to 

new repressive. heights by Party Secretary Chen Quanguo, appointed in August 2016. 

Official reports suggest that UOP supports several objectives of the Sttike-Hard Campaign. One is to 

uncover the hidden "violent terrorists" and "criminal groups" as well as those who "challenge ... state 

security, ethnic unity and social stability," all labels that can include Uyghurs who disagree with the 

state, including on trivial rnatters or issues plainly protected by fundamental human rights. Another is to 

strengthen monitoring and control of people who "float'' - meaning, anyone who is not living in a 

location other than that of their official household registration (hukau), including migrant workers as 

well as anyone who has travelled abroad. 

In practice, what the campaign means for Xinjiang residents who are not ethnic Han (China's 

predominant ethnic group) is that authorities in the past year are redoubling efforts at forced 

assimilation and at severing any foreign ties such residents may have. These efforts include: restricting 

foreign travel by recalling passports, forcing those living abroad to return, imprisoning those with 

foreign connections, strengthening the use of Mandarin language in education while deprioritizing 

minority languages, targeting ''Two-faced" minority officials, and detaining people in "political 

education" centers. Xinjiang authorities have also heightened surveillance efforts, including instituting 

mass collection of DNAand voice biometrics from individuals between ages 12 and 65, routinely 

inspecting smartphones for "subversive" content, creating numerous checkpoints on roads and train 

stations, hiring thousands of new security personnel, and building "convenient" police stations. 

UOP and the Lack of Privacy Protections 

There are few checks on police surveillance powers, or effective privacy protection~ against government 

intrusions in China. The police do not have to obtain any sort of court _order to conduct surveillance, or 

provide any evidence that the people whose data they are collecting are associated with or involved in 

criminal activity. Police bureaus are not required to report surveillance activities to any other 
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government agency, or to publicly disclose this information. It is very difficult for people to know what 

personal information the government collects, and how the government uses, shares, or stores their 

data. I 

China does not have a unified privacy or data protection law to protect personally identifying 

information from misuse, especially by the government. There is very little information available about 

how, and how securely, the data collected by IJOP is stored, who can receive or share the data, and 

under what circumstances, when, if ever, is the data deleted. There is no formal system for people to 

find out what information is held about them in the IJOP, and no way to obtain redress for abuses 

associated with it. 

Across China, Human Rights Watch has also documented the authorities' efforts in implementing new 

technological systems for mass surveillance, including the use of big data in the "Police Cloud" program. 

It is unclear how the IJOP and Police Cloud are related, but they share similar objectives: integrating 

massive data collections on citizens, sharin@ it across multiple agencies, and explicitly prioritizing "focus 

personnel" - a term authorities use to describe people they find problematic, including Uyghurs, 

drugusers, and those with mental health problems. 

It is also unclear if, and how, IJOP connects to other databases on people the police manage or have 

access to, including biometrics (DNA, voice samples, fingerprints), hukou and residency information 

(which includes information such as religious and political affiliations), as well as registration information 

at internet cafes, hotels, flights and trains. 

The foundation of these systems is the digital national identification card system, which makes a 

citizen's card number the key to accessing many public and private services, as well as the identifier for 

vast databases of personal information the government accesses, collects, and collates on each 

individual. In Xinjiang, residents are required to present their IDs in an even wider array of situations 

than elsewhere In China, including when going through the region's countless security checkpoints, 

buying knives, and filling the tank at the gas station. Although some of the data fed into the IJOP may 

not be secret or undisclosed -such as the location of a car-, when various point_s or types of data are 

aggregated, it can be highly revealing of private life. 

The government's use of big data and predictive policing exacerbates already widespread violations of 

the right to privacy in China. Predictive algorithms require large datasets to train on for accuracy. As 

more police departments build cloud-based policing systems, they collect more and more personal data, 

including through their own increased surveillance activities and through cooperation with the private 

sector. As conceived, these systems will lead to enormous national and regional databases containing 

sensitive information on broad swaths of the population, which can be kept indefinitely and used for 

unforeseen future purposes. Such practices will intrude on the privacy of hundreds of millions of people 

-the vast majority of whom will not be suspected of crime. And of those who are suspected of 

"unlawful" behavior, many will be targeted for acts, inclu(:ling d_issent or religious expression, that are 

protected under international human rights law but are crimes in China. 

Directly at risk are t_he rights to be presumed innocent until proven guilty, and the freedom of 

association. The IJOP flags people who may have acted in a manner authorities deem unusual but that in 
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no way constitutes a crime. These people are then at the mercy of a judicial system rife with abuse, 
including torture, that presents defendants only limited scope to contest the state's accusations even 

for ordinary, non-political, crimes. A predictive policing system such as IJOP'that focus on individual's 

relationship networks could also place them under suspicion and surveillance, merely because they have · 

associated with individuals whom authorities deem politically threatening. 
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A Summer Vacation in China's Muslim Gulag 

How one university student was almost buried by the "people's 
war on terror." 

By Special Correspondent FOREIGN POLICY (FP) February 28, 2018 

Since announcing a "people's war on terror" in 2014, the Chinese Communist Party has created an 
unprecedented network of re-education camps in the autonomous Xinjiang region that are essentially 
ethnic gulags. U illike the surgical "strike hard" calllpaigns of the recent past, the people's war uses a 
carpet-bombing approach to the country's tumultuous western border region. Chen Quanguo, Xinjiang's 
party ~retary and the architect of this security program, encouraged his forces to "bu.ry the corpses of 
terrorists in the vast sea of a people's war." But the attempt to drown a few combatants has pulled 
thousands of innocent people under in its wake. 

Sporadic violence has rattled the region since July 5, 2009, when indigenous Uighurs, a largely Muslim 
minority, took to the streets of Urumqi, the regional capital, to protest the murder of fellow Uighurs who 
worked in the southern Chinese city of Shaoguan. The protests. spiraled into a riot, which claimed 197 
lives and nearly 2,000 injuries before order was restored. Insurrection has since spread beyond the capital, 
and skirmishes between Uighurs and security personnel have become common occurrences. 

Amid the protracted conflict and rising Islamophobia in Chin!!, Communist Party officials are responding 
by creating a surveillance state. In the 12 months preceding September 2017 alone, the party-state 
advertised nearly 100,000 security positions in Xinjiang. Every resident of the region has been affixed 
with the label "safe," "normal," or ''unsafe," based on metrics such as age, faith, religious practices, 
foreign contacts, and experience abroad. Those deemed unsafe, whether or not they are guilty of 
wrongdoing, are regularly detained and imprisoned without due process . 

. 
Estimates indicate that as many as 800,000 individuals, mostly lJigburs, have been incarcerated in 
the re-education camps. Based on the current population of Uigburs in Xinjiang, which stands at 
some 11 million, this amounts to the extrajudicial detention of nearly 10 percent of the ethno
national group. 

While Chii)ese officials maintain that these re-education camps are schools for eradicating extremism, 
teaching Chinese language, and promoting correct political thought, Radio Free Asia has reported that the 
detention centers are overpopulated and detainees poorly treated. Those reports are confirmed by 
testimony from a young Uighur man. studying in the United States, torn from the American university 
where he studied, and where I work, to a Chinese gulag. He shared his Story with me over four meetings 
in 2017 and 20 I 8. (Due to concerns for Iman' s security- the Chinese government has previously targeted 
the families of Uighur writers - pseudonyms have been used for all parties.) 

Iman, from a middle-class Uighur flllnily, came to study in the United States a few years ago. He succeeded 
in the Chinese education system, even earning a degree from a university in eastern China. In 2017, Iman 
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flew back to China for the summer recess, planning to spend time with friends on the east coast before he . 
· returned to Xinjiang to see his mother. Despite the exhaustion from the long flight, he wiis filled with joy 
as he landed in the Chinese metropolis where he'd previously lived for several years, despite the 
discrimination he would likely face. Ethnic minorities in China, especially Uighurs, are often denied hotel 
rooms. 

As he remained strapped in his seat, a flight attendant approached. "They are asking for you," the woman 
told him. "It's probably just a visa issue." Her words were of little comfort -· after all, he possessed a 
Chinese passport. 

Three uniformed Han Chinese border patrol officers waited for the young Uighur student on the jet bridge. 
Taken into custody, he was subject to a cavity search and then had his devices checked. "I knew to delete 
any sensitive files before the flight," Iman recalled with a smirk. Unable to find incrementing files, an 
officer rattled off a barrage of questions: "What do you do in North America? Where do you study? We 
found business cards of Chinese professors. You know a lot of important people, don't you?" 

Although unnerved, Iman· answered eacjl question with carefully constructed responses. · Airport 
interrogations Were nothing new to the young man - he was subjected to questioning after landing in 
China the previous year - but the protocol was different this time. The inspection was much more 
thorough, the officers more meticulous and less friendly. "I knew something Was wrong when an officer 
inspected my shoes. They took out the soles, looked inside, turned them upside-down, and violently shook 
them. This never happened in the past." 

Another officer approached Iman and told him he would be transported to a local jail. The young man 
demanded· an explanation or at least a formal charge. He was given neither. "May I at least call my 
mother?" Iman asked. "I want to let her know I've arrived safely." His request was denied. "Will you call 
her for me?" the young man pleaded. The officer retorted, ''No, we can't call her. The local police in 
Xinjiang should provide her .with an update." 

Iman was held for nine days in a local jail while the border authorities contacted law enforcement from 
his hometown in Xinjiang. He was the only Uighur in a room of 34. On the ninth day of his incarceration, 
the police squad from Xinjiang arrived. They cuffed Iman tightly and transported him to the train station. 
"Are the handcuffs necessary?" Iman asked. "Don't ask questions," one officer demanded. "We are being 
lenient - you are supposed to be shackled, too." 

The three Han officers from Iman's hometown escorted the young man to a train bound for Xinjiang. First, 
though, these three officers had their own questions. They repeatedly asked if Iman received a notice from 
his local police station requesting his return before May 20, 2017, in reference to a region wide order that 
required Uighurs studying outside China to return to their hometowns. Iman had not. The four individuals 
spent the next 50 hours packed in a hard sleeper compartment set aside for the security personnel. As they 
settled on the train, one of the Han officers handed Iman, who observes Islamic dietary laws, a sack of 
bread. "It was more difficult to find halal food in this city than we expected. This is the best we c.ould do. 
It has to last you until we reach Xinjiang." 

!man's hands remained bound for the entire trip. He was only permitted to leave the compartment to use 
the restroom but was accompanied by at least one officer on each occasion. While awake, he spent his 
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time reading textbooks he brought from America. "I wore my glasses and read for hours•. I thought if I 
looked as if! was studious, the officers wouldn't consider me. a threat.'' 

The four detrained in Turpan in eastern Xinjiang. "Put this on," one officer barked as he shoved a hood 
stitched of heavy fabric at Iman. The three officers then guided him to a vehicle and departed for !man's 
hometown. The poor ventilation under the hood was made more suffocating by the stale air inside the 
vehicle, hunger, and dehydration. Iman began suffering from severe nausea. The officers agreed to remove 
the hood. His symptoms slightly alleviated, and Iman began to engage in small talk with the officers. 
Coincidently, the chief was !man's former classmate, and they reminisced about their school days. 

The camaraderie was brief; the vehicle was pulling into the local police station. It was the police chiefs 
turn to interrogate Iman, who was eating his first proper meal since he landed in China, a bowl of soyman, 
a dish made of small, flat noodles mixed with vegetables. The meal, however, could not prevent the panic 
attack that soon overcame Iman. During this third round of interrogation, Iman became dizzy and sweated 
profusely. "I felt as if I had just played a grueling soccer game. My discomfort induced uncontrollable 
laughter and then a sensation that I was going to faint." 

The stress intensified as he was taken to the detention center, or kanshousuo. "I was terrified as we 
approached." (As we talked, for the first time Iman directed his gaze at the ground, avoiding eye contact.) 
"The compound was surrounded by towering walls. Military guards patrolled the metal gate. Inside, there 
was little light. It was so dark," he continued. 

He was immediately processed. An officer took his photograph, measured his height and weight, and told 
him to strip down to his underwear. They also shave<! hi.s head. Less than two weeks before, Iman was an 
aspiring graduate at one of the top research universities in the United States. Now, he was a prisoner in an 
extrajudicial detention center. 

Still in his underwear, Iman was assigned to a room with 19 other Uighur men. Upon entering the quarters, 
lit by a single light bulb, a guard issued Iman a bright yellow vest. An inmate then offered the young man 
a pair of shorts. Iman began scanning the cell. The tiled room was equipped with one toilet, a faucet, and 
one large kang-style platform bed - supa in Uighur - where all of the inmates slept. He was provided 
with simple eating utensils: a thin metal bowl and a spoon. 

Daily routines were monotonous and highly scripted, Iman said. "We were awoken every morning at 5 
a.m. and given 20 minutes to wash. The guards only provided three thermoses of hot water each day for 
20 men, though. I had to vie with the others for hot water. I didn't properly bathe for a week. We were 
then required to tidy the bed. The guards inspected our work: The comers had to be crisp and the two 
blankets, which covered the entire platform, wrinkle-free. Breakfast was served at 6 a.m. The menu did 
not change: moma or steamed bread. After breakfast, we marched inside our cell, calling out cadences in 
Chinese: 'Train hard, study diligently.' Huh, I can't remember the rest of the verse. I bet it's on Baidu 
[Chinese search engine]. Anyway, we marched for several hours. We then viewed're-education' films 
until lunch. 

"The videos featured a state-appointed imam who explained legal religious practices and appropriate 
interpretations of Islam. Sometimes the videos had skits warning about the consequences of engaging in 
'illegal religious activities,' which are displayed on large posters outside every religious site in the region. 
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In one skit, a young man was apprehended for studying the Quran at an underground school, a practice 
authorities are trying to eliminate. We watched until it was time for lunch, when we Wfre again served 
moma and 'vegetable soup,' minus the vegetables. After lunch, we were allowed to rest in our quarters, 
but we were only permitted to sit on the platform bed; lying down was forbidden. After this break, we 
repeated the morning rouw:ie - more marching and videos - until we got the same food for dinner. We 
were permitted to sleep at 8 p.m. Beijing time, but the light was never turned off." (Xinjiang's real time 
zone is two hours behind Beijing, but the government imposes a single clock across the country.) 

In his crowded cell, Iman suffered from loneliness and isolation. It was often too disheartening to speak 
to the others, he said, so he kept to himself. "Most of my cellmates had already been incarcerated for over 
two months without being formally charged. I did befriend a man in his 60s who, during my detention, 
was sentenced to six years in prison. His 'crime'? He sent a religious teaching [tabligh in Uighur), a simple 
explanation of the QUran, though one not produced by a state-appointed cleric, to his daughter using his 
mobile phone. She shared it with a friend. The authorities convicted him of possession and dissemination 
of extremist religious content." 

The days in the detention center accumulated with no end in sight. Three days turned into a week. A week 
into IO days. Ten days into two weeks. Yet Iman was never formally charged. Although arbitrary. and 
prolonged detentions violate international law, in China law enforcement may detain "major suspects" for 
as many as 30 days. · 

On the 17th day of his incarceration, Iman was called over by a guard. "Grab your things," he shouted as 
he handed Iman the clothes he wore when he arrived. "You are being released." A neighborhood watch 
group, orjumin weiyuan hui, from his hometown arrived at the detention center to escort Iman to his house 
but not before they delivered him again to the local police chief. The man looked at Iman and warned: 
"I'm sure you may have had some ideological changes because of your unpleasant experience but 
remember: Whatever you say or do in North America, your family is still here and so are we." 

Thirty days after landing in China, Iman finally reachi:d home. But there, he was now behind electronic 
bars. His resident ID card, which would be,scanned at security checkpoints ubiquitous to the region, now 
contained illfonnation about his "criminal" past. Trapped inside Xinjiang's dystopian surveillance 
apparatus, he wouldn't be allowed to step foot in any public buildings, board public transportation, or even 
enter a shopping center: 

Yet much to his surprise, Iman was allowed to return to the United States in time for the fall term. Unable 
to provide a definitive explanation for this abrupt change of fate, Iman offered two possibilities: He did· 
not, after all, commit any crimes and was deemed unthreatening, or a distant relative who worked in law 
enforcement negotiated his release and e.nsured his safe return to school. 

Although free, Jinan now faces the confines of exile. He does not know when or if he can return home. 
Calling or emailing his mother, who herself has been in a re-education center since last October for 
traveling to Turkey, risks her safety: Contact with relatives abroad is punishable by interrogation and 
detention. 

The Chinese Communist Party's approach is radical but one officials will not abandon anytime soon. At 
a recent security meeting in Kashgar in Xinjiang, a Han Chinese official told a crowd ofUighurs: "You 
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can't uproot all the weeds hidden among the crops fo the field one by one. - you need to spray chemicals 
to kill them all." 
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China Detains Relatives of Radio Free Asia Reporters 

Shohret Hoshur is one of at least four reporters whose family members are being held or whose whereabouts are 

unknown. CreditZach Gibson/The New York Times 

By Austin Ramzy 

March 1, 2018 (New York Times) 

HONG KONG - The Chinese authorities have detained relatives of at least four reporters who 

covered an extensive crackdown in the Xinjiang region for Radio Free Asia, the United States

based broadcaster has said, raising questions about an intimidation and retaliation campaign. 

The four journalists all work for the broadcaster's Uighur service, whi~h has been aggressively 

covering the situation in the nominally autonomous region ofXinjiang. Radio Free Asia said on 

Wednesday. 

Since last year, the Chinese government has carried out a broad campaign against what it. Ci!lls 

separatism and religious extremism, detaining thousands of Uighurs and members of other 

minority groups in re-education camps. The Uighurs, a predominantly Muslim and Turkic-
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speaking ethnic group native to the region, have faced economic isolation and restrictions on 

their language, culture and religious practices in Xinjiang. 

Rights groups say the detentions are arbitrary and extralegal, sweeping up huge numbers of 

people on scant evidence. 

Some attacks on security services and civilians in China have been linked to people calling for an 

independent Uighur state. But the breadth of the crackdown appears intended to punish 

dis.sent and intimidate any Uighurs who might question Chinese policy, rather than just tci curb 

violence, rights groups say. 

Uighur-speaking journalists for Radio Free Asia, which is funded by the United States 

government and is based in Washington, have d·ocumented grim conditions in the camps and 

deaths in custody. Officials at the network questioned whether the detentions of journalists' 

family members were ordered in retaliation for their reporting. 

"Harassment is nothing new for R.F.A.'s journalists, especiaUy among our Uighur and Tibetan 

staff with family in China," said Rohit Mahajan, Radio Free Asia's director of public affairs. 

But the latest detentions are much more extensive than previous ones, he said. 

"Often, our reporters have family members called in for questioning or detained," Mr. Mahajan 

said. "They don't want attention because they think It possible their relatives will simply go 

through the system." 

He added, "That's obviously not the case with _these individuals." 

The reporters whose relatives were detained are unknown are Shohret Hoshur. Gukhehra Hoja, 

Mamatjan Juma and Kurban Niyaz, Radio Free Asia said. Mr. Niyaz is a permanent resident of 

the United States with a green card, while the three others are A_merican citizens. 

Some of the family members are being held in detention camps, some have been sentenced to 

prison, some are being held in jails and the whereabouts of others are unknown, Mr. Mahajan 

said. 

Their detentions were first reported by The Washington Post. 

The Chinese government keeps tight control over information about Xinjiang, the far western 

part of the country, and reporting in the region can be extremely difficult. Mr. Hoshur worked 

as a reporter there before fleeing in 1994, after he reported two stories that angered officials. 

He is now based in Washington, where he learns d_etalls aboutlittle,known episodes in Xinjiang 

by calling police stations and demanding answers from local officers. 

In 2014, his three brothers were arrested, apparently in retaliation for his reporting. One 

brother, Tudaxun Hoshur, is serving a five-year sentence for endangering state security. Rexim 
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Hoshur and Shawket Hoshur, who were released in 2015. were detained again in September 

and are! being held at a re-education camp. 

Mr. Hoshur has said he would not quit, despite the pressure, because so many people had 

taken great risks to pass along Information from Xinjiang. "I cannot leave," he told the New 

York Times in a 2015 interview at Radio Free Asia headquarters in Washington. 

Ms. Hoja said in a statement posted online that her brother Kaisar Keyum, 43, had been 

detained in October, and that she had not been able to reach her parents, who are in their 70s, 

since late January. 

A relative of Ms. Hoja's in West Virginia told her that she had been warned against staying in 

contact with her. "I am the reason that around 20 of my relatives were arrested by the Chinese 

police," she wrote. 

Mr. Juma said his brothers Ahmetjan Juma and Abduqadir Juma had been detained in May. 

Abduqadir, who has heart and other health problems that require medical care, is being held at 

Urumqi No. 1 Prison in the capital of Xinjiang. Ahmetjan·s location is unknown. 

Mr. Niyaz's youngest brother, Hasanjan Niyaz, was accused of "holding ethnic hatred" and 

arrested in May. He was sentenced in July to six years in prison .. 

Human Rights Watch reported this week that the Chinese authorities were using data analysis 

to try to identify people in Xinjiang who might be viewed as threatening. The system uses data 

· on banking. family planning, health and legal records, as well as networks of sensors and 

cameras with facial recognition technology to generate lists of people of interest to the 

authorities, the rights group said. 
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CHINA AND TURKEY ARE USING 

INTERPOL TO CRACK DOWN ON DISSENT 

BY BRUNO MIN ON 3/1/18 AT 11:54 AM (NEWSWEEK) 

Political dissidents who flee thei.r countries to escape persecution do not always find safety in 

their newly adopted ho.melands. Many are targeted by repressive regimes that try to silence 

their critics from afar, sometimes even by putting their lives at risk. Dramatic abductions and 

assassinations of exiled politicians are not unheard of, but nowadays countries have smarter 

ways of harassing i.ndividuals across borders. They do this, for example, by using Interpol 'red 

notices' to smear their critics, restrict their activities, and to force them back to the very 

countries they have fled. 

This problem is only too familiar to Dolkun Isa, a political activist and a vocal critic of the 

Chinese government's policies against the Muslim Uighur people. Grave human rights violations 

. against the Uighur population in the northwest of China are wel.I-documented. According to 

Human Rights Watch's 2018 World Report. the Chinese government has "long conflated 

peaceful activism with violence in Xinjiang, and has treated many expressions of Uighur 

identity. including language and religion, as threatening." 

A recent New Yark Times article from Inside Xinjiang province, the Uighur's homeland in 

western China. described an almost-total surveillance state: Uighur are tracked almost 

everywhere they go, their communications monitored as a matter of course. A recent report 

suggested up to 120,000 Uighur are currently held in "reeducation camps." 

Isa. now head of the World Uighur Congress, fled China In the 1990s to escape persecution for 

h.is political views in support of Uighur rights. He settled i.n Germany after being recognised as a 

refugee, only to find out a few years later that China had issued a red notice against him. 

The existence of the red notice was used explicitly by the Chinese government to legitimize 

their labelling of Isa as a 'terrorist,' a designation given far too widely to Uighur activists, and to 

undermine the political views he espoused. But it also had serious practical implications for 

him, as he risked being arrested every time he traveled internationally. In the past ten years, Isa 

has been denied entry into several countries where he had been due to attend human rights 

conferences, and in July 2017, he was arrested in Rome. just moments before he was due to 

speak at the Italian Senate about Uighur iss1,Jes. 
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Dolkun Isa, execut.ive chairman of the World Uyghur Congress, speaks on his phone at the organization's Munich 
office July 6, 2015.REUTER.S/DAVID LAGUE • 
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Last week, Isa learned that Interpol had scrapped his red notice. a.lmost 20 years after he first 
found out about it. The timing of this deletion is no coincidence. It was made possible by the 
recent reforms adopted by Interpol, and it sends out a firm message to the countries that have 
been misusing its systems that they can no longer get away with using red notices to harass 
dissidents. It may also allay concerns of some human rights campaigners. A statement from the 
Chinese foreign ministry said the government was dissatisfied with the decision Isa remained a 
terrorist in their eyes. 

Interpol is not supposed to allow the use of red notices for political purposes, and it should 
have been clear to the organisation that Isa's was indeed political. He had, after all, been 
recognised as a refugee, and there was a clear link between his political activities and his red 
notice. However, as Fair Trials and other human rights groups have highlighted, Interpol has 
had serious difficulties enforcing its own rules, particularly because it did not have an efficient, 
independent complaints system that made it possible for individuals to challenge their red 
notices effectively. 

Over the past few years Interpol has begun to recognize that it has to do more to ensure that its 
red notices are being used for their intended purpose, not as tools for exporting repression. It 
has, for example, introduced a policy to protect refugees from abusive red notices, and in 2016, 
it announced sweeping reforms of its complaints system, the Commission for the Control of 
Interpol's Files. 

The optimism over these reforms may have been dampened somewhat by the fact that during 
the same year, Meng Hong Wei, a Chinese official, was elected as the new head of Interpol. This 
sparked an outcry from human rights groups, who were quick to point out China's poor human 
rights record, and highlighted that China was known to misuse Interpol to target refugees and 
dissidents like Isa. 

If used properly, red notices are an important tool in the fight against international crime, but 
they can also be misused by repressive regimes to harass and intimidate political dissidents by 
wrongly labeling them as criminals and terrorists. 

But Interpol will need to do much more than delete a few high-profile red notices to prove its 
human rights credentials. Isa's notice is just one of many problematic alerts that have been 
ci.rculated through Interpol's databases over the years, and as demonstrated by the arrests of 
Turkish journalists Dogan Akhanli and Hamza Valcin in Spain last year, Interpol has much work 
to do to ensure that abusive red notices do not enter Its systems in the first place. 

Bruno Min is legal and pa/icy officer at Fair Trials. 
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China detains relatives of U.S. reporters in apparent 
punishment for Xinjiang coverage ,. 

A security c_heckpoint in the predominantly Muslim Xinjiang region of China, where allthorities are 
eng·aged in a crackdown on the local population. (Jason Lee/Reuters) 

By Simon Denyer February 28 at 10:12 AM 
The Washington Post 

BEIJING~ China's security services have detained 
several close relatives of four U.S.-based reporters 
working for Radio Free Asia in an apparent attempt to 
intimidate or punish them for their coverage of the 
Muslim-majority Xinjiang region, the news 
organization said Wednesday. 
Tens of thous_an4s of Muslim ethnic Uighurs have 
been detained in "political education ce_nters" by 
Chinese authorities in the western province of 
Xinjiang in recent months, according to Human Rights 
Watch. The crackdown is portrayed as a "strike hard" 
campaign against terrorists and separatists but 
effectively means that those who express their. 
religious or cultural identity are targeted, Human 
Rights Watch said. 
"We're very concerned about the weU-being and 
safety of our journalists' family members, especially 
those in need of medical treatment," said Rohit 
Mahajan, director of public affairs at Radio Free Asia 
in Washington. 
"We're also particularly concerned about the use of 
detentions as a tactic by Chinese authorities to silence 

and intimidate independent media, as well as to inhibit 
RFA 's mission of bringing free press to closed 
societies." · 
Among those who. have been detained or have 
disappeared are several close relatives of Shohret 
Hoshur, Gulchehra Hoja. Mamatjan Jll!lla and Kurban 
Niyaz - four ethnic Uighur journalists with Radio 
Free Asia in Washington. The frrst three are U.S. 
citizens, while Niyaz is a green-,ard holder. 
Their reporting for the U.S. government-funded news 
organization has offered one of the only independent 
sources of information about the crackdown in the 
province. 
All three of Hoshur's brothers were jailed in Xinjiang 
in 2014, but two were released in December2015 after 
the U.S. government protested. The third, Tudaxun, 
was sentenced to a five-year jail term in 20 I 5 on 
charges of endangering state security and remains in 
prison. 
lloshur said the other two brothers were detained 
again in Septell)ber and taken to the Loving Kindness 
School, a political reeducation center in the city of 
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China detains relatives of U.S. reporters in apparent 
punishment for Xinjiang coverage 

Borgos. Hoshur said a source told him that around 
3,000 people have been detained there. 
Hoshur said Chinese authorities have contacted family 
members living in Xinjiang, urging them to ask him to 
stop calling and reporting on events in the region. 
In separate statement posted online last week, 

Hoja said her brother, 43°year-old Kaisar Keyurn, was 
taken away by police in October and his whereabouts 
are unknown. Since late January, she has also 
lost all contact with her parents, who are both in their 
70s and in poor heaJth,. 
"My father is paralyzed on one side and needs a 
constant care. My mother has recently had a surgery 
on her feet and is very Weak," she said in th~ statement. 
"l need to know where they are and that they are OK. 
I need to be able to speak to them. They have not 
cor,1mitted any crime/' 
Shortly after calling her aunt earlier this month, Hoja 
said, she received a call from a friend in West Virginia 
whose mother lives in Urumqi, Xinjiang's capital. Her 
friend said that around 20 of Hoja's relatives have 
been arrested by the Chinese police because of her 
reporting. 
When her brother was detained, police told Hoja's 
mother that her employment with RF A was the reason 
for his detention, the news outlet said. It said Hoja has· 
heard that h_er relatives may have been detained for 
being in communication with her through a WeChat 
messaging group. 
Juma, deputy director of RFA's Uyghur Service, 
reported that his brothers Ahmetjan and Abduqadir 
Juma were detained in May 2017. Ahmetan' s 
whereabouts are unknown, while Abduqadir has been 
taken to a prison in Urumqi. He suffers from heart and 
health issues that require medical care, but his sister 
has been denied access to him. 
'-'The family is deeply concerned about his health and 
well-being while being held in a prison known for its 
inhumane conditions," RF A said. 
RFA Uyghur broadcaster Niyilz's youngest brother, 
Hasanjan, was arrested last May and soon afterward 
sentenced to six years in jail for "holding ethnic 
hatred." 
Human rights groups say China represses the rights, 
culture and freedom of worship for Uighur Muslims. 
Xinjiang has been· home to long-running separatist 
unrest, and several violent attacks have occurred there 
in recent years, blamed by the authorities on lslam_ist 
extremism. 
In a report issued Tuesd_ay, Hum.an Rights Watch · 
descnbed how a system of predictive policing, 
involving constant mass surveillance. and big data 

analysis, was being deployed to bolster the crackdown 
in Xinj iang. 
The police gather data from all-pervasive security 
cameras, some of which ha Ve facial · recognition or 
infrared capabilities, the report said. "WiFi sniffers" 
monitor smartphones and computers, while car license 
plate and identity card numbers. are gathered at the 
region's countless security checkpoints, all cross
checked against health, banking and legal records, it 
said. 
Police officers, Communist Party cadres and 
government workers also visit homes to gather data on 
families, their "ideological situation" and their 
relationships with neighbors. One interviewee said 
even owning a large number of books could arouse 
suspicion, unless one worked as a teacher. Data is also 
gathered on frequency of prayer and vi.sits abroad. 
Constant surveillance and harassment have made it 
extremely difficult for foreign reporters based in China 
to cover the crackdown in Xinjiang effectively, with 
locals too scared to talk to reporters and security 
officials obstructing or detaining several journalists 
who have ventured there. , 
RF A said it has been in contact with the State 
Department over the detentions, but China's Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs declined to say whether it has 
received any communications from the U.S. 
government. 
Foreign ministry spokesman Lu Kang·said that, on the 
question of reporting, "we welcome and support 
foreign media to report on China in an objective and 
fairway." 
RF A was set up by Congress in 1 994 to broadcast 
news that would otherwise not be reported in Asian 
countries where governments do not allow a free press, 
and it continues to be funded by an annual grant from 
the U.S. government's Broadcasting Board of 
Governors. 
Hoshtir said China m'ight be using voice recognition 
technology to intercept his phone calls to gather 
information from Xinjiang. Almost all of them are cut 
off in under a minute; he said. 
The State Department said in a statement Wednesday, 
"We urge the Chinese government to cease policies 
that unduly restrict the exercise of freedom of religion 
or that otherwise deny individuals their ability to enjoy 
their human right. 
"We call on China to release all prisoners of 
conscience, and to respect the human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of all its citiz.ens." 
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Radio Free Asia 

Xinjiang Authorities Launch Anti-Religion 
Campaign Through Local Police Stations 
2018-02-12 

Uyghur security personnel patrol near the Id Kah Mosque in Kashgar city, Nov. 4, 2017. 

Reported by Shohret Hoshur for RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by Alim Seytoff. Written in English by 

Joshua lipes. 

(Radio Free Asia) . 

Authorities in Kashgar (in Chinese, Kashi), in northwest China's Xinjiang region, have launched an 

antireligion propaganda drive through local police stations, whose officers are rolling the campaign out 

to residents of the mostly ethnic Uyghur-populated prefecture, sources said. 

A purported photo of a group of policemen from Kashgar's Maralbeshi (Bachu) county holding a banner 

with the slogan "We Must Solemnly Reject Religion, II/lust Not Believe in Religion" recently drew 

attention on the WeChat social media channel, suggesting the launch of a campaign in the prefecture, 

which has one of Xinjiang's largest concentrations of Uyghur Muslims. 

An officer in Matalbeshi's Yengisheher township police station, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 

recently confirmed to RFA's Uyghur Service that th.e photo had been taken in his department as part of 

the campaign, before hanging up the phone. 
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Officers from two additional township police stations in Maralbeshi~Shi Tong and Awat~also 

confirmed that they were taking part in the anti-religion drive, before terminating the call. 

Sources told RFA that the campaign began around two months ago and is intended to undermine the 

Islamic faith of local residents. 

It was not immediately clear which level of government had initiated the campaign or how it was being 

carried out in Xinjiang, where Uyghurs complain of pervasive ethnic discrimination; religious repression, 

and cultural suppression under Chinese rule. 

While Chinese authorities have claimed that previous crackdowns on religion are meant to weed out a 

small.minority of the region's population whom they deem "extremists," Uyghur activists in exile 

maintain that they in fact target Islam and the Uyghur people, and the wording of the new campaign 

suggests a much broader scope. 

Further investigation into the "We Mu.st Solemnly Reject Religion, Must Not Believe in Religion" drive 

found that it is also under way elsewhere in Kashgar, as w~II as other parts of the iinjiang region. 

A police officer at the Baghawat township police station in Kashgar's Varkand (Shache) county confirmed 

to RFA that his depart.men! was taking part in the campaign, before refusing to answer further questions 

and hanging up the phone. 

And a supervisor at the Aykol township police station, in the seat of Aksu (Akesu) prefecture, said 

officers were also participating in the campaign there, but would not discuss the scale of the drive or 

who its intended targets were, citing rules of confidentiality for the police force. 

"Yes, we are all aware of it," said the supervisor, who also asked lo remain unnamed. 

"Currently this campaign is being carried out in all government sectors, so how is it possible that we 

would not be aware of it?" 

He referred additional questions to the head of the department-a party secretary surnamed Li, who he 

said was in a meeting and could not take a call at the time. 

But an officer at the Qarqu township police station, in Hotan (Hetian) prefecture's Keriye Nahiyisi 

(Yutian) county, told RFA that the campaign was being propagated to area law enforcement as well as 

"the general public." 

Prior "anti-religious extremism" campaigns have been spread through the government's regional 

Communist Party cadres and propaganda officers, and the new campaign is the first known example of 

law enforcement taking part. 
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And while the authorities have openly restrict.ed party m.embers and cadres from religious activities in 

the past, the new campaign also marks the first known instance of religious restrictions extending tot.he 

police and local residents. 

RFA was unable to determine whether those who refuse to follow the campaign will face punishment for 

continuing to practice their religion, 

-~··· ' . ' \-: . •. ,. __ ..,.. 
n 

Police display an anti-religion propaganda banner in Kashgar's Maralbeshi county, February 2018. 

Credit: WeChat 

. Heavy crackdown 

Since April last year, Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist" and "politically incorrect" views have 

been detained in politic,11 re-education camps throughout Xinjiang. 

Authorities have relied on a list circulated early last year of "75 Signs of Religious Extremism" to detain 

Uyghuts amid a string of harsh policies attacking their legitimate rights and freedoms enacted s.ince 

Communist Party secretary Chen Quanguo was appointed to run the region in August 2016. 

Among the signs of extremism on the list were "storing or purchasing large quantities of food for home;' 

and "acting abnormal," and ''praying in groups in public outside of mosques." 

But Communist Party secretaries in villages in Holan prefecture recently told RFA that they were notified 

in April 2017 of several new "signs of extremism" security personnel should look for to determine 

whether a Uyghur is at risk of becoming an Islamic "radical." 

The new signs included those who, when at prayer, stand with their legs wide apart and place their 

hands above their chest, dye their hair red with henna, grow their hair or beards long, wear short 

trousers, or wear a watch on their right wrist, the sources said. 

China regularly conducts "strike hard" campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrict.i.ons on lsla.mic practices, and curbs on t.he cultu.re and language of the Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 
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While China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated the threat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 2009. 
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Radio Free Asia 

Threat of Re-Education Camp Drives 
Uyghur Who Failed Anthem Recitation to 
Suicide 
2018-02-05 

Children ride on the back of a tricycle of a Uyghur sweets vendor in Yarkand, Xinjiang, June 24, 2017. 

Reported by Shohret Hoshur for RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by RFA's Uyghur Service. Written in 
English by Joshua Lipes. 

(Radio Free Asia) 

A Uyghur resident of Kashgar (in Chinese, Kashi) prefecture, in northwest China's Xinjiang region, 

committed suicide after he was threatened with detention in a political re-education camp because he 

was unable to recite the national anthem in Chinese instead of his native Uyghur language, according to 

officials. 
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Since April last year, ethnic Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist" and "politically incorrect" views 

have been detained in re-educa~ion camps throughout Xinjiang, where members of the ethnic group 

have long complained of pervasive discrimination, religious repression, and cultural suppression under 

Chinese rule. 

While investigating social media reports of an alleged protest in Kashgar's Yarkand (Shache) county, 

RFA's Uyghur Service determined that a separate incident occurred recently in which a Uyghur named 

Tursun Able! had hanged himself at his home in No. 1 village of the cou:nty's Tomosteng township. 

According to officers who answered the phone at the Tomosteng Police Station, Ablet-a man in his 40s 

who is the father of three children-committed suicide on Jan. 28, and was discovered by his wife, 

before members of the provincial Public Security Bureau arrived to investigate. 

"He hanged himself with a rope," said one officer, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

"I heard it was related to the class he was attending, and that something had affected him," he said. 

"The classes were arranged by the Family Committee for people to study the Chinese language, 

[Communist] party regulations, and so on. As it is the wintertime [and not farming season], it is also to 

prevent men from taking part in activities that affect social stability." 

A second officer at the station named "II ham" said that a police investigation had determined that Ablet 

"was struggling with his studies'' before his death. 

"[Ablet's wife) said that the previous evening, after returning from the training course, he complained · 

about the lessons, saying, 'What kind of life is this?"' Uham said. 

"She said, 'In the morning when he left the house, I thought he had gone to the class. I wentto our old 

house to feed the chickens and I found he had hanged himself."' 

According to llham, Ab let's wife explained that he had "complained about the difficulties he faced in 

learning how to read and write the Chinese language, saying 'Other people can read and write, but I 

cannot.111 

Mandarin Chinese and the Uyghur language-which is Turkic-differ significantly, and Uyghurs speak 

Chinese at varying levels of proficiency, depending on where they live, how they have been educated, 

and their occupations. 

llham said it was unclear whether Ablet held particularly strong beliefs with regard to his Muslim faith, 

and if that had been a factor in his difficulties in.the class. 

"All his life he worked as a laborer-he was a very quiet man who kept to himself," llham said, adding, 

"He looked after his family doing odd jobs daily." 
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Hes.aid he believed Ablet's suicide was motivated by "verbal harassment"and "abuse of his dignity" he 

endured at the class. , 

Statements from classmates 

A third officer.,c.who was part of an investigation unit comprised of village and township cadres, as well 

as police-read RFA statements taken from residents familiar with Ablet and his treatment at the 

training course. 

· A statement from Ablimit Abliz said that on the morning of Jan. 2S, about 200 people aged 16 to 45 

attended a training course at Bagh Hoyla Family Committee Hall, and that 17 people in the class

including Ablet~were unable to recite the national anthem when asked to stand and do so. 

The head of the Family Committee, MehmetTursun Mahmut, told the group that if they could not learn 

to recite both the national anthem and the Oath of Allegiance to the Communist Party by Jan. 29, he 

would "send us to a re-education camp for between six months and five years." 

"On Jan, 27, 11 out of the 17 people passed the recitation of the national anthem and.the Oath of 

Allegiance test, and the remaining six failed it," Abliz's statement reads. 

"After class,the six people who failed were kept in the building and forced to carry out cleaning tasks," it 

said, adding that Abli.z was unsure what t.he group was told after they were finished with the work. 

According to the statement, Mahmut had made a simila.r threat at a class at the Yengisheher Family 

Committee on the morning of Jan. 24, when he called attendees "stupid donkeys" and told them they 

would be sent to a re-education camp for up to five years if they could not recite the anthem and the 

oath within three days. 

A second statement from Turdi Tursun confirmed that six people were forced to carry out a cleaning 

task after Mehmet Tursun swore at them in front of the class on Jan. 25 at Bagh Hoyla Family 

Committee Hall. 

"He shouted, 'Why didn't you complete the task that I told you to do within the time allotted? You are 

. all stupid, ignorant donkeys."' 

The officer who read the statements said investigators had not determined whether Mehmet Tursun 

was responsible for Ablet's death, as they had only asked about whether abuse had taken place during 

the classes he attended. 

"According to witnesses, Mehmet Tursun Mahmut told him that he had until the 29th to remember and 

recite everything," he said, adding that he believed Ablet was frightened about the consequences of 

failing to do so. 
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He said Ablet was discovered hanging from a trellis supporting grapevines in the courtyard of his old 

home, and that he had used a pile of bricks to position himself. 

An ambulance team pronounced Ablet dead at the scene without bringing him to the hospital, and he 

was buried on the same day, the officer said. 

Ab let had never committed any crimes and had no record of arguments with his neighbors or others, he 

added. 

Camp network 

Prior reporting by RFA's Uyghur Service found that as arrests in Xinjiang increased around the sensitive 

19th Communist Party Congress in Beijing in October, the region's re-education camps have been 

inundated by detainees, who are forced to endure cramped and squalid conditions in the facilities. 

Chinese authorities have not publicly acknowledged the existence of re-education camps in Xinjiang, and 

the number of inmates kept in each facility remains a closely guarded secret, but Uyghur activists 

e.stimate that up to 1 million Uyghurs have been detained throughout the region since April 2017. 

Since Xinjiang party chief Chen Quanguo was appointed to his post in August 2016, he has initiated 

unprecedented repressive measures against the Uyghur people and ideological purges against so-called 

"two-faced" Uyghur officials-a term applied by the government to Uyghurs who do not willingly follow 

directives and exhibit signs of "disloyalty." 

China regularly conducts "strike hard" campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and language of the Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 

While China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated the threat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 2009. 
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Radio Free Asia 

Uyghur Inmates in Xinjiang's Koria City 
Endure Overcrowded Re-Education Camps 
2018-01-03 

Police officers on duty in the vicinity of o center believed to be used for re-education in Xinjiang's Koria 
city, Nov. 2, 2017. 

Reported by Shohret Hashtir for RFA's Uyghur Service. Translated by RFA's Uyghur Service. Written in 
English by Joshuo Lipes. 

(Radio Free Asia) 

' Political re-education camp inmates in Koria (in Chinese, Kuerle) city, in northwest China's Xinjiang 
region, endure cramped and Jqualid conditions in facilities where as many as 1,000 detainees are 
admitted every few days, according to a former official. 

Since April last year, ethnic Uyghurs accused of harboring "extremist'' and "politically incorrect'' views 
have been detained in re-education camps throughout Xinjiang, where members of the ethnic group 
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have long complained of pervasive discrimination, religious repression, and cultural suppression _under 

Chinese rule. 

Sources recently told RFA's Uyghur Service that detention centers in Koria, the seat of central Xinjiang's 

Bayin'gholin Mongol (Bayinguoleng Menggu) Autonomous Prefecture, are "completely full" and have 

been turning detainees away because they could not accommodate them. 

An employee at the central Koria Detention Center did not deny that the facility was overcrowded, but 

said he was not authorized to speak to people over the phone. The head and deputy chief of the center 

were unavailable for comment, he added, suggesting that inquiries be directed to the local Public 

Security Bureau. 

An official with the Judicial Office in Korla's Qosheriq township told RFA that while he didn't have the 

exact number of inmates held at area re-education camps, "it's been over a month since I heard that the 

centers were full," adding that "people are taken to them, but can't be admitted." 

He referred further inquiries to Korla's Central Management Office, including questions about whether 

those who had been turned away were sent back to their home villages. 

One thousand processed 

But Naman Bawdun, the former head and Communist Party secretary of Bashawat village, in Korla's 

Awat township, said that during the course of a few days last month he had joined around 1,000 people 

awaiting health checks at the city's main hospital, ahead of being admitted to re-education camps. 

According to Bawdun, despite his exemplary work as an official and loyalty to Beijing, his wife was 

detained on Oct. 9 for allegedly ''allowing others to preach religion," after workers were said t_o have 

delivered Islamic sermons at her carpet factory. 

His daughter was removed from her position in the local police force a week later and Bawdun was held 

in police custody from Nov. 30 to Dec. 2, before being broughtto the hospital to undergo a medical 

examination as part of the intake process for entering a local re-education camp. 

"I was taken for a medical examination at the hospital, where I saw around 500 people/ he said. 

"I witnessed women who fainted, as well as many men over the age of 70-a number of Whom were 

being looked after by their children. They were all there for medical check-ups before being taken to the 

detention centers." 

Bawdun said that at around 7:30 p.m.-more than four hours after arriving at the hospital-he 

completed his medical exam and was moved to a large hall outside of a re-education camp, where he 

and others waited to be processed and admitted. 
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"I saw S00-600 people waiting in a hall, many of whom were sleeping on the floor ... before being 

assigned to a place in the re-education camp, one-by-one, after t.heir medical reports had been 

checked," he said. 

"My turn came at 4:00 a.m .... but I was turned away as I had failed my health check. When I went back 

through the gate to the hall, again I saw people sleeping on the floor everywhere." 

When asked whether the people could have included visitors that were waiting to see their detained 

family members, Bawdun said it was "impossible." 

"No one is allowed to visit the center or its detainees, so everyone there was waiting to be imprisoned," 

he said. 

'Stop bringing people' 

Bawdun said that on the day he was brought to the re-education camp, a friend was also processed and 

admitted, although contacts from the Bayin'gholin Mongol Autonomous Prefectural Public Security 

Bureau and the detention center bailed him 'out three to four days later based on a health condition. 

While inside, the friend said he had seen officials from the re-education camp tell t.he police to "stop 

bringing people ... as it is already too full." 

He de.scribed cells that had previously held eight people now accommodating 14 inmates, who "were 

not allowed pillows" and "had to lay on their sides because there was not enough room to lay flat," let 

alone space to turn over or stretch their legs. 

Other acquaintances told Bawdun that they had seen "detainees walking barefoot," and that inmates 

were "not allowed clothes with buttons or metal zippers," belts, shoelaces, or "even underwear" in 

some cases, despite average low temperatures of around 15 degrees Fahrenheit (-10 degrees Celsius) at 

night in December. 

Bawdun was u:naple to confirm how many people are typically admitted to area re-education camps on a 

daily basis, but said those he saw during his visit consisted of detainees being processed "from Dec. 13," 

and that the chief of the center he went to had ordered police to stop bringing them on the last of the 

three days. 

Weeks later, he said, a police acquaintance had told him that detainees were being processed at the 

camps again, although he did not specify how many. 

'like a brother' 

The former village chief, who has been a party member since 2009 and was one of only four residents of 

Xinjiang to have ever received China's "Ethnic Unity Prize," said he remains unsure of exactly what he 

had done to earn a visit to a detention center last month. 
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"When I was the district secretary, my relationship with the Han Chinese was like that of a brother

when I had any celebrations I invited them, and they invited me, and when they leased land of SO mu 

(8.2 acres) but extended it another 20 or 30 mu (3.3-5 acres), I turned a blind eye," Bawdun said. 

"But now I'm in a terrible situation. I used to be the person who led my cadres house to house, 

promoting ethnic unity, and educating people on government policies in order to prevent illegal 

activities.-AII of a sudden, rm the person receiving this education, and the working group comes to see 

me almost daily, taking photographs of me to document their visit." 

Since Xinjiang party chief Chen Quanguo was appointed to his post in August 2016, he has initiated 

several harsh policies targeting religious freedom in the region. 

China regularly conducts "strike hard'' campaigns in Xinjiang, including police raids on Uyghur 

households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curb_s on the culture and language of the Uyghur 

people, including videos and other material. 

While China blames some Uyghurs for "terrorist" attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has 

exaggerated the threat from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an 

upsurge in violence there that has left hundreds dead since 2009. 
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