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Combatting anti-Semitism

• Hungary has declared zero tolerance on antisemitism and has become the safest country for the Jewish 
community, with Jewish cultural and social life enjoying its renaissance. There are no violent attacks 
against Jews in Hungary, unlike in Western countries - every year more and more tragic attacks occur 
in France, Belgium and Germany, of which many are connected to migration and anti-Semitic 
terrorism. Anti-Semitic voices in Hungarian society, which undoubtedly exist, do not reflect the 
majority opinion in Hungary and are marginalized both in and outside of the halls of Parliament. Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban has repeatedly stressed that the government has a “zero tolerance policy” 
towards anti-Semitism and anti-Roma attitudes. Incidents of anti-Semitism have been promptly 
followed-up by high-level official condemnations on the part of the Hungarian government or by 
legislative changes. According to the Jewish community’s watchdog on anti-Semitism, Tett es 
Vedelem (Action and Protection) Foundation, anti-Semitic incidents are on the decline in Hungary: 
https://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Anti-Semitic-incidents-drop-sharply-in-Poland-Hungary- 
watchdogs-say-559499

• For the memory of the Hungarian Jewish victims of the Holocaust, the First Government of Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban introduced the National Holocaust Remembrance Day in Hungary in 2002. 
Further training of Hungarian teachers in Israel in the field of teaching about Holocaust is an important 
part of our education cooperation with Israel. Since the first contact on this matter was made in 1997, 
more than 700 Hungarian teachers have participated in training programs organized by Yad Vashem 
Center in Jerusalem. The Holocaust Museum of Budapest (the Holocaust Memorial Center) was set 
up in 1999 by the first government of PM Viktor Orban. It has been operating since 2004 under the 
professional supervision of the Yad Vashem Institute and the Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C.

• The Government pays particular attention to the dialogue with the Hungarian Jewish community and 
the joint processing of our historical past. A comprehensive program for the restoration of Jewish 
cemeteries was launched in 2014, as this is a field that is strongly supported by the Government for its 
role in community building and society shaping.

• Hungary considers its Jewish community part of the Hungarian cultural heritage, whose protection is 
its natural duty. Therefore, the Government gives continuous and substantial financial support to the 
renovation of synagogues, Jewish schools, nurseries and other public places related to the Jewish 
community both in the capital and the countryside. This responsibility of ours extends beyond our 
borders: with Hungarian state funding a beautiful synagogue in Serbia has been restored and 
inaugurated jointly by President Vucic and PM Orban.

• The Hungarian government is keenly aware of the historic responsibility of the Hungarian state. Prime 
Minister Orban made the following statement about the Hungarian Holocaust during Netanyahu’s visit 
in Budapest last year. The statement was greatly appreciated by the Israeli counterpart. “At an earlier 
time, the government of Hungary made a mistake, moreover, committed a sin when it did not protect 
its citizens of Jewish heritage. Every Hungarian government has the duty to protect all of its citizens, 
regardless of their heritage. During World War II, Hungary did not comply with this moral and political 
requirement. This is a sin because at the time we decided that instead of protecting the Jewish 
community, we chose collaboration with the Nazis.”

• The Hungarian government has no quarrel with George Soros because of his religion. Strangely 
enough, Mr. Soros has himself rarely talks about his Jewish heritage. On the other hand, his network 
frequently funds projects that are anti-Israeli and Pro-Palestine. The billboard campaign was meant to 
highlight Mr. Soros’ role in fueling illegal migration to Europe, a policy of many that the Hungarian 
Government disagrees with. This campaign is anti-Semitic only if somebody wants to make it anti- 
Semitic, which is undoubtedly the easier path, if someone does not want to debate on the merits, 
religion has nothing to do with Mr. Soros’s globalist views on the future of borderless Europe, open 
societies, and his network’s interference with internal affairs of Countries in Europe, the Western 
Balkans and elsewhere.
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• By a new Government Decision (1623/2018 (XI.29.)), the Government of Hungary earmarked 
altogether 1025 million HUF (3,4 million USD) for the fight against the anti-Semitism in Europe. Half 
of this money will become available in the 2019 national budget, followed by a second allocation in 
2020. Leading the implementation of projects will be the newly founded Action and Protection League 
of Europe, or APLE, which will build on the methodology and good practice of the Tett es Vedelem 
Alapitvany (Action and Protection Foundation), a Hungarian watchdog and Jewish civic organization. 
The Brussels based APLE will make its voice heard in the heart of the European Union.

• On 17 December the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights presented findings of its second 
survey on discrimination and hate crimes against Jews in the EU as part of a panel discussion on 
combating antisemitism in Europe. The survey was conducted in Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. 
The survey is available here: https://fra.europa.eu/en'publication'2019/experiences-and-perceptions- 
antisemitism-second-survey-discrimination-and-hatehe Government of Hungary has recently adopted 
the Government Resolution 1039/2019. (II. 18.) on the Promotion of the Application of the Working 
Definition of anti-Semitism Developed in the Framework of the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA).

When comparing the findings of the 2012 and 2018 surveys, several tendencies are observed. 
The 2018 findings show a slight increase in perception of antisemitism as a problem in most 
countries. Three countries stand out with increase shares of respondents who say that 
antisemitism is a very big problem: the UK, Germany and Sweden, increase by 27, 23 and 22 
percentage points between 2012 and 2018. By contrast, in Hungary, the respective share 
decreased by 12 percentage points between 2012 and 2018.

The survey asked whether respondents worry that in the next 12 months they may be harassed 
or physically attacked in a public place, and whether they worry that a family member or other 
person to whom they are close might fall victim to a similar incident because they are Jewish. 
France had the greatest share of respondents who worried about such issues, followed by 
Germany and Belgium, and Hungary had the lowest share (Figure 10, 11.).

The survey also asked respondents if they feel that they are deemed responsible for the Israeli 
government’s actions. Half of the respondents in Belgium, France, Germany, and Spain said 
that people in their country ‘frequently’ or ‘all the time’ blame them for anything done by the 
Israeli government (Figure 17). The corresponding percentages in Hungary and Poland were the 
lowest.

There are notable differences between EU Member States in terms of the extent of perceived 
anti-Semitic harassment. More than one third of respondents in Germany (41 %), 
Belgium (39 %) and the Netherlands (35 %), and close to one third of respondents in Poland, 
Spain (32 % each) and Sweden (30 %) experienced at least one type of anti-Semitic harassment 
in the 12 months before the survey. In the rest of the countries surveyed, this share comprises 
one fourth of respondents. For example, in Hungary, the United Kingdom and Italy, the results 
range from 23 % to 25 % (Figure 18).

• The Government of Hungary has recently adopted the Government Resolution 1039/2019. (II. 18.) 
on the Promotion of the Application of the Working Definition of anti-Semitism Developed in the 
Framework of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). The Government of 
Hungary considers it a top priority to raise widespread awareness on the Jewish history and traditions, 
as it is convinced that the dissemination of this knowledge provides an opportunity to counter anti- 
Semitism and related negative views. The Government also recalls that, in order to protect the dignity 
and security of our fellow Jewish citizens, it proclaimed zero tolerance against anti-Semitic 
phenomena and manifestations. The Government agrees and supports that historical facts and 
phenomena related to anti-Semitism should be presented in an objective manner and in the broadest 
sense in state-run and private educational institutions, thus further strengthening the fight against 
anti-Semitism.
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• Unfortunately a new type of anti-Semitism is on the rise in Hungary: whereas the Hungarian 
government has been charged unfoundedly with courting the anti-Semitic Jobbik party for years, we 
see now a worrying tendency that parties on the left try to whitewash Jobbik’s anti-Semitic rhetoric 
and prepare to join forces in the upcoming European Parliamentary and local elections. President 
Lauder of the WJC has recently raised this issue: http://www.worldiewishcongress.org/en/news/wic- 
president-lauder-concemed-by-hungarian-opposition-party-members-moves-to-ally-with-extremist- 
jobbik-2-1-2019
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U.S.-Hungarian Cooperation along the Shared Interest of Supporting Israel

• Hungary is one of the major allies of the United States in the European Union when it comes to 
supporting the U.S. policy towards Israel. Hungary has key veto powers in the foreign policy decision 
making process of the European Union and thus has leverage over the EU’s policy towards the Middle 
East and Israel. The EU bureaucracy and the Western Countries heavily impacted by the recent 
migration, in particular France and Germany, have strong anti-Israel sentiments and are often opposed 
to the current U.S. policy. The U.S. and the Hungarian position is much closer in this respect. A closer 
and more streamlined coordination with the Hungarian Government can create synergies and is 
therefore in the interest of both the U.S. administration and Israel.

• In December 2017 Hungary has vetoed a European Council declaration that would have condemned 
President Trump’s move to recognize Jerusalem as capital of Israel. In May 2018 France and other 
Western European Member States put forward an initiative to isolate and condemn the U.S. 
administration before the Embassy is moved to Jerusalem. This initiative was also blocked by 
Hungary. Furthermore, Hungary was one of the few EU Member States, which were represented at the 
opening ceremony at the new U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem on May 14, 2018. Beyond the Embassy 
move, Hungary plays a critical role in several preparatory bodies of the EU to push against anti- 
American and anti-Israel policies. Despite the risk of possible conflicts with other EU Member States, 
Hungary will continue to support Israel in multilateral forums.

• The decision of the U.S. to move its embassy to Jerusalem is the sovereign decision of a state. Hungary 
strongly opposes attempts within the European Union that aim to criticize or influence decisions of a 
sovereign nation. The EU should not criticize the Embassy move thus becoming a political reference 
point for those, opposing the U.S. peace plan. By using its veto, Hungary has prevented this political 
advantage of the opponents.

• Hungary strongly supports active U.S. role in the Middle East Peace Process, therefore we look 
forward to the new U.S. peace plan.

• The Government of Hungary is committed to maintaining a balanced stance towards the State of Israel 
and emphasizing Israel’s right for self-defense. Hungary is strongly opposed to the unacceptable 
politicization of UNESCO, the Human Rights Council and the UN where Member States submit 
resolutions condemning Israel.

• Hungary is also a member of the Human Rights Council. In the UN HRC, working closely with its 
U.S. counterpart, until it was a Member. Hungary has opposed several anti-Israel resolutions, and was 
the only EU member voting against a resolution condemning Israel (,Jsraeli settlements in the OpT, 
including East Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian Golan”) in March 2018.

• In the UN there is also close coordination between the U.S. and Hungary. Already in 2012 Hungary 
was one of the few EU Member States that abstained on the Palestinian Statehood Resolution in the 
UN. In December 2017 the veto of Hungary in the EU against the resolution that would have 
condemned the Embassy move, paved the way for five additional EU Members States to abstain at the 
UN General Assembly vote condemning the US decision.

• Our position regarding the Middle East peace process remains unchanged: direct peace talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians are the only way forward to reach a lasting settlement, leading to sustainable 
security for the State of Israel. A protected, secure Israeli state with recognized borders is in the interest 
of the region.

• Recently Hungary supported Israel in the UN General Assembly with its votes against the DPR and 
CEIRPP resolutions. Breaking the unity between the EU Member States, Hungary was this time the 
only EU country, which voted against these resolutions. We also supported the US and Israel at the 
UN General Assembly vote on December 6 against the Hamas and other militant organizations.

• On March 19, 2019 Hungary has opened a trade representation with diplomatic status in Jerusalem. 
This decision makes Hungary the first country after the United States and Guatemala to open a
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diplomatic representation in Jerusalem. Other countries’ trade or cultural offices in Jerusalem have not 
received diplomatic status, therefore Hungary’s move can create precedent for other countries, too.
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